
Retreat Dedicated to St. Joseph 
Freinademetz

Opening： Retreat into Silence, 
Invocation of the H. Spirit

Day 1: His Vocation/Vision (Home/Steyl)
Day 2: Mission Experience (Hongkong/ 

Shandong)
Day 3: Religious and Missionary (Mission 

Spirituality)
Day 4: Bearing the Cross (Bishop Anzer)
Day 5: A Life Given for Mission (Sacrifice)



Retreat into Silence, Invocation of 
the Holy Spirit

• In the silence listen to 
hear God’s call to us 
again, our vocation!

• Meditate on Jesus as our 
model and Fr. Joseph as 
our example!

• Discern and experience 
the working of the Spirit in 
our lives!

• What do I expect of this 
retreat concretely?



Day 1:His Vocation/Vision
• Small farmer’s family: the 4th of 13 

children; religious atmosphere: 
morning/evening prayers, the Angelus, 
Rosary, monthly Holy Communion, 

• Living in an international situation: 
familiar with 3 different languages in 
the multi-national Austrian Empire

• In High School he was influenced by a 
very mission-minded teacher

• Vocation: he prayed for a mission 
vocation, moved by a word from the 
Lamentations (4:4): “Little children ask 
for bread, no one gives them any.”

• In the diocesan seminary he prepared 
to become a parish priest; he had 
capable teachers and there was a very 
orthodox spirit of obedience to the 
Pope during the time of Vatican I 



Assistant Parish Priest
• In 1876-78 he worked as assistant 

parish priest in the village of St. 
Martin; during the winter he also 
taught primary school

• In his preaching he was like John 
the Baptist: much stress on 
warning not to commit mortal sin, 
to avoid going to hell!

• He prepared very seriously in 
writing all his sermons and even 
his advice during confessions

• He joined the Third Order of St. 
Francis, in order to live as a 
religious in the world and to be 
always ready to do God’s will



Mission Vocation
• Seeing an advertisement for mission 

vocations from Arnold Janssen, he 
applied（1878.2）

• Leaving the diocese, the bishop said: 
“The bishop of Brixen says NO, but the  
Catholic bishop says YES!”

• Leaving his home: “Like Abraham I 
leave my father’s house… and go to 
the land the Lord will point out to me.”

• “The Divine Good Shepherd has 
invited me to go with him into the 
desert to look for the sheep that have 
gone astray.” He saw his vocation as
an undeserved great honor. 

• In Steyl he entered the novitiate and 
half a year later (1878.8~ 1879.3）he 
was sent to China together with Anzer.



Sayings from Fr. Joseph Sayings from Fr. Joseph 
• “In my heart I hear a cry for help that can never be put in words

(Rom 8,22), a cry for help from me and through me also from you. A 
voice never before listened to, cries out for help, thousands of miles 
away from us…On behalf of these poor brothers of ours who, 
perhaps more than any of us, feel the misery of this world I wish to 
speak a word today.” (Sermon in the 3rd year of theology on loving one’s neighbor, 8 
Nov. 1874)

• “I hear the voice of the Divine Good Shepherd inviting me to go with 
him into the desert. I am to help him look for the lambs that have 
gone astray. He calls me to go with him in search of our unhappy
brothers across the sea who know nothing about the sweet 
consolation of our faith, nothing about our heavenly Father and our 
loving Redeemer, nothing about our most Blessed Virgin Mary, 
nothing about our Father’s house beyond the stars.”
(From a sermon when leaving home, 11 Aug. 1879)



Sayings from Fr. JosephSayings from Fr. Joseph
• “It is not easy to start such a life, especially since I was so happy 

among my good Ladin people. For nothing the world can offer would 
I make such a sacrifice. I do it only for our dear Lord and God and 
so I am happy and content, even if I should have to die a thousand 
deaths!” (Written to his good friend at home, 18 Feb. 1879)

• About his joining the 3rd Order of St. Francis: “We are a real Order. 
An Order, a monastery in the midst of the world where we spend 
ourselves and work for this world like everyone else.... Amid the 
distractions of this world we walk the path of perfection….God is our 
portion. He is our world. Him in the first place we want to serve and 
only in the second place the world. We want to be concerned first 
about our souls and only secondly about our bodies…That is what it 
means to be a religious.”（Sermon about the spirit of the 3rd Order of St. 
Francis in St Martin, 2 Feb. 1878)



Bible TextsBible Texts

Lam 4:4: Fr. Joseph was deeply moved by this verse Lam 4:4: Fr. Joseph was deeply moved by this verse 
and discovered his missionary vocation:  and discovered his missionary vocation:  
What started my missionary vocation?What started my missionary vocation?

JerJer 1:41:4--99；；Vocation and mission of Jeremiah: What doVocation and mission of Jeremiah: What do
I see as my mission?I see as my mission?

Rom Rom 8:188:18--25: The25: The whole creation groans inside waiting whole creation groans inside waiting 
with eagerness for its liberationwith eagerness for its liberation

LkLk 9:129:12--17: Promise of plenty: little children will have17: Promise of plenty: little children will have
bread to eatbread to eat！！

LkLk 14:2514:25--33: 33: RenouncingRenouncing all what is dear to usall what is dear to us
Is 25:6Is 25:6--9: The goal of evangelization: God9: The goal of evangelization: God’’s banquets banquet

for all peoplefor all people



圣圣 人人 反反 射射 天天 主主 的的 光光 荣荣



Day 2：Mission Experience
The Chinese Dragon chases after life’s 

vitality



Map of China



Hong Kong Saikung



Hong Kong Saikung
1879.8~1881.5

• Saikung: Hakka People, Fishers, 
Pirates, Worshipping the Goddess of 
the Sea Matsu, only 50 Catholics

• Inculturation: in eating, clothing, living; 
learning the language, facing malaria, 
loneliness

• Traveling missionary，charting Lantao
Island，one year of visiting the 
scattered Catholics, without mention of 
conversions

• Big frustration in his idealism：no 
confreres, not able to speak the 
language, not understanding the local 
customs,  finding  almost no interest in 
his precious Gospel, often not 
welcome, always an outsider; Fr. 
Joseph offered all this as a sacrifice to 
God, experiencing deep poverty



Conversion Needed to appreciate 
Local Culture and Religion

• Fr. Joseph was not yet able to use the language, therefore he could not 
study or understand the thinking, customs and the character of the Chinese. 
He carried with him the European prejudices and the Church’s claim to 
possess all truth. His attitude was very negative.

• He could not appreciate the local religion: though he saw the solemn and 
colorful liturgies of the temple feasts, of the funerals, for him this all was the 
work of the demons

• To become incarnated in the Chinese culture, he still needed to undergo an  
operation of painful conversion



Cathedral of Hong Kong +
St. Freinademetz Church in 

Saikung



Shandong Province



Beginnings in South Shandong
• In 1881.7 he came to Jinan to learn 

the Shandong dialect. 
In 1882.3 he went to Puoli in Yanggu
district in the West of Shandong North 
of the Yellow River. There he started 
his work among 158 Christians

• Then he began to evangelize in the 
surroundings of Puoli, set up an 
orphanage, a convent for virgins, 
cared for the sick, supported court 
cases for poor people, etc.

• During 1882-4 he worked alone with a 
catechist in the east in the mountain 
area of Yishui, Wangzhuang

• There he got a better feeling for the 
people, and for those who opposed his 
work, because conversion disrupted 
the family unity around the ancestors, 
the village unity around the village 
temple



Fr. Joseph’s Mission Method
• Traveling through villages he tried 

with all means to attract people’s 
attention and to share his 
message

• Mostly families as a whole were 
converted. Their motivations were: 
need for religion to face life’s 
difficulties, but also looking to the 
Church for protection in society 
and other advantages

• In case of opposition within the 
family or the village he would try 
reconciliation; in case of 
persecution he would appeal to 
the district magistrate or support a 
court case

• If to no avail, he would encourage 
the Christians to accept the 
suffering and to keep the faith: 
only through the Cross to the Light



Fr. Joseph’s Mission Method
• He showed social concern and 

promoted education: 
orphanages, elementary 
schools, catechist training, etc.

• He published catechetical 
books, rules for parish leaders 
collections of sermons, 
liturgical translations, etc.

• He attracted people by his 
eloquence, his willingness to 
listen and understand, his 
quiet temperament, his humility 
and respect, his goodness and 
happiness



Fr. Joseph’s worry about the 
mission work

• Without tradition the new Christian 
communities had a hard time to 
find a healthy way of living the 
faith

• The mission grew too fast, stress 
on numbers of conversions and 
neglect of slowly rooting the faith 
in life.

• Sometimes the motivation to 
believe remained based on 
material needs and did not 
develop unto a higher  level: faith 
did not become part of life.

• The biggest problem was the 
method used by the missionaries: 
there was no time to thoroughly 
catechize the catechumens and to 
teach them how to pray and 
fruitfully receive the sacraments.

• Fr. Joseph was worried: He 
found that many Christian 
communities were lifeless like 
trees in a desert（1892）



Christians with their Missionary



Sayings of Fr. JosephSayings of Fr. Joseph
• Fr. Joseph found that to adapt outwardly is not 

so difficult : “The main thing still remains to be 
done: the transformation of the inner man, the 
study of the Chinese world view, customs and 
practices, the study of the Chinese character 
and psychology. That is not the work of a day，
nor even of a year; neither does it take place 
without many a painful operation… The religious 
indifference of the people is and remains most 
incomprehensible and painful. …The young 
missionary feels this most bitterly.”（Letter to his 
brother, 15 Dec.1880）



Sayings of Fr. JosephSayings of Fr. Joseph
• “From now on my life will be a ceaseless wandering from one place

to another in order to save as many souls as possible. This is a task 
I have in no way merited. I have only one regret, namely, though I 
am a missionary, I am not as good a one I ought to be. Still the Lord 
is merciful. I do not lose courage and try to do as much as my 
strength permits. Everything else I leave up to the Lord！”(Letter to a 
good friend home, 2 July 1882)

• “Poor though they are, the simple people are unusually well-
mannered and courteous; in this regard there is not the slightest 
difference between them and the more highly educated city people. 
When you enter a house, even that of a total stranger, everyone 
stands up; when you leave, you will be accompanied for part of the 
way… I have often been astonished by the villagers’ knowledge. .. 
Even the simplest man will often quote from Confucius---’the holy 
man’ as he is always called---just as people in other countries have 
a number of meaningful proverbs on the tip of their tongues.” (Letter to 
his parents from Wangzhuang, Yishui, 13 March 1883)



Sayings of Fr. JosephSayings of Fr. Joseph
• Regarding the persecution of the Church he no longer 

blamed the enemies, but realized that the Church has to 
follow Christ in bearing the cross: “Here the Church must 
suffer its Passion Week, sweating blood on the Mount of 
Olives, dying on the Cross; it must continuously struggle 
and do battle, work and suffer, persevere and shed its 
blood. A bloody and unbloody martyrdom are ever its 
characteristics, as the Lord himself foretold. Per crucem
ad lucem: through suffering and death to victory.”( Letter to 
the Superior General, 8 July 1884)

• In1886 preparing to profess perpetual vows he wrote: “I 
assure you honestly and sincerely that I love China and 
the Chinese, that I am ready to die a thousand deaths for 
them.”（Letter to his parents, 22 March 1886)



Sayings of Fr. JosephSayings of Fr. Joseph
• In 1900 after the attacks by the Boxers, many Christians 

in the neighborhood of Puoli had lost their property and 
harvest and could hardly survive, and quite a few had left 
the church. “But when peace comes, if the Christians are 
given justice, these apostates will for the most part return 
to the church. But how are we to deal with them in the 
confessional? And also in the foro externo?” (Report to 
Bishop Anzer, 29 Sept.1900)

• “Otherwise the storm has fortunately passed. In my 
opinion, we must introduce a different kind of 
practice…The foundation on which we have so far built 
was hardly the right one. The chapter on lawsuits we 
must examine very seriously. We are not wholly without 
fault as far as the gruesome persecution of the Big 
Knives is concerned.” (Idem)



Bible PassagesBible Passages

LkLk 10:110:1--1212：：The sending of the 72The sending of the 72
disciples: inserting oneselfdisciples: inserting oneself
into the lives of the peopleinto the lives of the people

Ph 2: 6Ph 2: 6--1111：：To preach the Gospel fully, oneTo preach the Gospel fully, one
has to be able to empty oneself ofhas to be able to empty oneself of
all that hindersall that hinders

Mk 13: 9Mk 13: 9--1313：：Persecutions Persecutions foretoldforetold
RmRm 15: 1315: 13--2121：：Preaching to nonPreaching to non--Christians isChristians is

a Goda God--given privilege and gracegiven privilege and grace



圣圣 人人 反反 射射 天天 主主 的的 光光 荣荣



Day 3：Religious and Missionary
• Fr. Joseph made final vows 

and lived them: Poverty in fully 
adapting to the life of the local 
people; Chastity in being 
deeply interested in the people 
he met and respecting them; 
Obedience  in cooperating 
closely with his superiors and 
being always ready to accept 
God’s will

• His religious life and his 
missionary work fitted perfectly 
together: praying much, easily 
accessible, using people’s 
charisms, knowing to listen 
and caring, full of God’s 
concern:  praying and 
preaching filled his life



Missionary Spirituality
• In the 1890ties there was a 

crisis: the missionaries far 
apart, occupied with a 
thousand things, felt like lone 
fighters and slowly lost their 
higher motivation

• In order to improve their living, 
their community spirit and 
spiritual life, Fr. Joseph was 
appointed provincial superior 
in 1900

• In 1901 he established a 
central house in Daijia, Jining. 
There he gathered all the 
missionaries each year for a 
whole month for community,
retreat, study and recreation

• Fr. Joseph with officials in 
Jining, planning for the central 
house in Daijia



Maintaining Religious Life
• One month a year together in 

the central house in order to 
revive and strengthen religious 
and community life

• A period of rest: restore one’s 
health and strength; enjoy the 
company of friends and 
confreres; sharing one’s sweet 
and bitter experiences

• Common retreat, study of 
spirituality, theology, pastorals 
and preparing sermons and 
classes.

• During the month maintaining 
a strict religious discipline in 
order to respect each other 
and also to train oneself for 
spiritual life



Maintaining Religious Life
• Fr. Joseph wanted to be a 

servant leader: a servant of the 
servants of God (missionaries)

• He promised his brothers a 
full-hearted love, full trust and 
protection: he wanted to be all 
for all

• He asked from  them to pray 
for him, to see him as God’s 
representative despite his 
shortcomings, and to work and 
sacrifice  out of love for the 
Society 

• Even when having to discipline 
his only purpose would be the 
sanctification of the confrere



Saying of Fr. JosephSaying of Fr. Joseph
• In 1886 on the Feast of the Assumption: “Then we pronounced our 

vows. I, through the grace of God and the permission of my 
superiors, for life. So Brother Joseph, the die is cast. Pray, work and 
sacrifice, suffer and endure, the whole of your life for your beloved 
Chinese; then when you come to the evening of life and lie on your 
deathbed, you can sleep surrounded by your dear Chinese. Adieu! 
Farewell for ever, dear homeland beyond the sea!” (Written in his diary, 
15 Aug. 1886)

• The Superior General considered calling Fr. Joseph back to the 
seminary in Austria. “My answer at that time was: naturally I will be 
obedient unto death, but the greatest sacrifice that could be asked of 
me would be to recall me to Europe. Now when I have less difficulty 
with the language and know the people and their way of life better, 
China has become not only my homeland but also the battlefield on 
which I will one day fall.” （Letter to his parents, 22 March 1886）



Sayings of Fr. JosephSayings of Fr. Joseph
• Fr. Joseph worked for two years in Puoli and then was 

given a new appointment:“This time I did not come away 
dry-eyed---’euntes ibant et flebant, crying they went out’
(Ps 126)。The good Christians of Puoli have won a 
special place in my heart , so it is time to break the 
bonds. A missionary must not be attached to anything, 
not even to his spiritual children. Of all the places in the 
world the very best for us is the one where God wants us 
to be. The paths God has laid out for us are sacred and 
holy. We should fear nothing so much as to turn aside 
from them… Let us always go where He calls us, 
remaining there until he summons us to go elsewhere.”
(Report for his classmate on his travels, 24 Aug. 1886)



Sayings of Fr. JosephSayings of Fr. Joseph
• “We should neither say nor even think that we only want to be 

missionaries while ignoring everything else. A good religious is by 
his very nature a good missionary and vice versa. The connection is 
as natural and necessary as that between the seed and its fruit, …
St. Paul says a religious is one who lives, dead to the world for the 
sake of Christ. That is the ideal every religious must strive to attain. 
By his profession of vows he leaves the world; in particular he 
breaks the chains that bind him to his own ego. Henceforth he may 
do only what God wills. That means he is dead to the world.” (Sermon 
at the end of the retreat, 23 July 1901)

• “What is it that makes us religious? The three holy vows are the 
most perfect sacrifice a creature can offer the creator, a continuous 
exercise of perfect love, the highest adoration a creature can offer 
his Creator… The vows are the surest way to perfection, a source of 
precious graces and the richest merits, an excellent means for 
overcoming instability.”（Ibidem）



Sayings of Fr. Joseph
• On becoming the provincial he said: “I am convinced that I am taking 

upon myself a heavy burden and obligation; now more than ever do
the words apply to me: ‘I have come not to be served but to serve’. 
The office of superior does not entitle me to any special treatment  
or arrogance but it does oblige me to be more humble, to exert 
greater efforts… That is not a counsel, it is a duty obliging me to 
become the servant of servants. One day I will have to render 
account of each and every one of you…” (Plans of the Provincial, 1900)

• “I appeal  to your love of the Society, to your good will, to your spirit 
of sacrifice. Let us all reach out helping hands, assisting one another 
sincerely. Let us generously make sacrifices so that religious 
community life may flourish in South Shandong…Now I look upon 
you people with a heart full of joy. Let us  not take back the sacrifice 
we have made but rather renew it with generosity.”（Ibidem）



Bible PassagesBible Passages

JnJn 10:1110:11--1818：：The Good Shepherd, Fr. JosephThe Good Shepherd, Fr. Joseph
lived day and night for his peoplelived day and night for his people

RmRm 10:1410:14--1818：：Preach! Fr. Joseph used allPreach! Fr. Joseph used all
occasions to share the messageoccasions to share the message

Ph 2:1Ph 2:1--1111：：Imitate the mind of Christ,  Imitate the mind of Christ,  
emptying emptying oneselfoneself

RmRm 6:16:1--1111：：Dead to the world, alive for ChristDead to the world, alive for Christ
Ps 126Ps 126：：Sowing in tearsSowing in tears



圣圣 人人 反反 射射 天天 主主 的的 光光 荣荣



Day 4：Bearing the Cross
• In 1882 Fr. Joseph knelt down 

before the Bishop of Jinan
begging him to appoint Anzer
superior of the new mission in 
South Shandong, and not himself

• Fr. Joseph even in the smallest 
matters was always following 
Anzer’s wishes, seeing his bishop 
and provincial as representing 
God, but he also privately
admonished him to change his 
bad habits (drinking, anger, etc)

• In 1887 Anzer no longer accepted 
his reminders: he did not trust him 
anymore: Fr. Joseph criticized him 
maliciously, he was stirring up 
opposition to him: the bishop 
punished him with penance and 
did not want to see him for some 
time



Bearing the Cross
• From 1892 on many missionaries 

asked Fr. Joseph to admonish the 
bishop to change his violent temper, 
his irresponsible way of talking, his 
excessive drinking, etc, but he did not 
dare to speak out anymore

• In 1894 somebody reported it to the 
Founder, and the bishop asked Fr. 
Joseph to write in his defense. He 
refused and then straight forward told 
him to change, because he, the bishop, 
had become the biggest obstacle for 
the mission work

• The bishop was very angry, took Fr. 
Joseph as his enemy, only looking for 
his faults. Under vow of obedience he 
forbade him to talk about the bishop, 
and punished him severely: he trans-
ferred all his catechists, did not allow 
him to baptize, hear confessions, etc.



Bearing the Cross
• The bishop did not change for 

long. Fr. Joseph and others kept 
writing to the Founder. Some 
missionaries wanted to leave the 
mission, others did not want to 
profess final vows, many did not 
want to come near the bishop: the 
mission was in danger!

• In 1900 when Fr. Joseph was 
appointed provincial superior in 
stead of Anzer, the bishop was 
very uncooperative.

• After Fr. Joseph became 
provincial he felt obliged to report 
the matter to the Propaganda Fide 
in Rome, no matter what the 
consequences would be.

• The first reaction from Rome was 
negative and Fr. Joseph felt hurt, 
but in 1903 the bishop was called 
to Rome, where he suddenly died.



Bearing the Cross
• Though bishop Anzer did not treat him 

well, Fr. Joseph his whole life showed 
him great respect, willingness to 
cooperate, complete obedience and 
friendship  

• He very humbly and patiently took the 
reproaches from the bishop, he 
explained the facts and asked for 
pardon 

• As a friend he privately told the bishop 
to change

• He waited for 15 years to report the 
problems with the bishop to the 
Founder.

• Only because his conscience could no 
longer take it, did he report to Rome.

• He was saddened by the death of the 
bishop, but also believed God heard 
their prayers and solved the problem.

• In this way he carried his cross!



Sayings of Fr. Sayings of Fr. JosephJoseph
• After the bishop reprimanded him, he wrote: “Your Excellency, you 

see more deeply than I do and you are more enlightened from 
above than I am. Still, no matter how wicked I am and how full of evil, 
the good God has allowed me to retain at least the desire to be good. 
I beg Your Excellency  to do whatever you wish with me  without the 
least regard for human respect. Put me in the very last place, in the 
smallest corner of the mission. Impose whatever penance you may 
wish on me. With God’s help I will do whatever Your Excellency may 
demand. I ask only one favor…. Do not send me back to Europe.”
（1887）

• The bishop reprimanded him several times and Fr. Joseph defended
himself, saying: “To speak or not to speak? For a long time I have 
oscillated between the one and the other, seeking the Lord’s 
counsel in prayer. If I speak up it will be considered a kind of self-
justification. If I do not speak up, Your Excellency will remain in the 
dark about many things you ought to know.”（1888）



Sayings of Fr. JosephSayings of Fr. Joseph
• When a certain missionary could no longer take the treatment by the 

bishop and wanted to leave, Fr. Joseph wrote the bishop: “Force 
and rigidity close the heart and harden it; they can never win or 
inspire it. A drop of honey catches more flies than a barrel of vinegar. 
I beg you not to take offence at these words. If I loved Your 
Excellency less I would remain silent. I do not write this in my own 
interest. It would be much easier to remain silent than to speak.”
(Letter to Bishop Anzer, 9 Jan. 1888)

• “For this intention I have often knelt before the Divine Savior in the 
tabernacle, imploring the Holy Spirit to enlighten me so I would not 
make a false step in this serious matter but rather have before my 
eyes only the honor and glory of God” And when he did not dare 
speak, he wrote: “I owe it to the Society, I owe it to the mission, I 
owe it to the bishop, I owe it to myself I have already reached the 
zenith of my life and tremble for fear of my forthcoming judgment.”
（Letter to Bishop Anzer, 26 Feb. 1894)



Sayings of Fr. JosephSayings of Fr. Joseph
• In 1894 he wrote to the bishop: “It seems to me the main 

evil from which the South Shandong mission suffers lies 
deeper. Your Excellency will be surprised to hear me say 
so, and you will not believe it; nevertheless it is true. 
What is lacking are proper relations between the bishop 
on the one hand and the entire mission on the other. I 
say “the entire mission”, that is, the missionaries, the 
catechists and the Christians all together. The mission 
must look for and find in the bishop a father who shares 
fully in its joys and sorrows. The truth, however, is that 
the missionaries, especially those sent to work in the 
outlying stations, prefer to stay as far away as possible 
from the bishop’s house. The majority of the Christians 
and catechumens approach Your Excellency only with 
fear and trepidation.” (Ibidem)



Sayings of Fr. Joseph
• He wrote further: “In a situation like ours, frought with such grave 

consequences, I can no longer remain silent. Except for two 
instances I have been silent for 15 years, putting a good face on 
everything, doing in this way much harm to South Shandong, while
saddling myself for time and eternity with a grave responsibility. 
Many confreres urged me to do my duty and my conscience also 
made itself heard but I always silenced it, citing specious pretexts 
that were nothing but egoism.”（Ibidem）

• “It is a matter of life and death for South Shandong. How can 
anyone demand that those immediately concerned and responsible 
for the mission should not air these matters? As I said, I alone am to 
be blamed for not telling them directly to the bishop. I bear the main 
guilt. Until now I did not have the courage  to be Your Excellency’s 
sincere, true and open friend (pardon the word) as I should have
been. If Your Excellency permits, I will be such a friend in the
future.”（Ibidem）



Bible PassagesBible Passages

LkLk 9: 239: 23--2727：：Carrying the cross daily and follow meCarrying the cross daily and follow me
2Cor 12: 72Cor 12: 7--1010：：I was given a thorn in the fleshI was given a thorn in the flesh
LkLk 12: 4912: 49--5353：：Jesus, a sign of contradictionJesus, a sign of contradiction
LkLk 22: 3922: 39--4848：：Betrayed by a friend when facing the Betrayed by a friend when facing the 

crosscross
HebrHebr 5: 75: 7--1010：：Learn obedience through sufferingLearn obedience through suffering



Nailed on the Cross



Day 5：Precious is the Life given 
for Mission

• At the start of his mission 
work Fr. Joseph already 
had said, for the sake of 
mission he was prepared 
to die a thousand deaths

• In1889 when he faced 
death in Caoxian, he was 
afraid, thought of Jesus’
suffering, he repented 
and offered his life up to 
God

• When tortured he did not 
scold but preached the 
Gospel of God’s love



Life Given for Mission
• In 1894 7 catechumens were 

killed and 20 were seriously 
wounded in Zhouxian because 
of opposition by the local 
Gentry

• On the feast of All Saints in 
1897 Fr. Henle and Fr Nies, 
who had just professed final 
vows were murdered in Juye
by the Big Knives 

• Because of anti-German anti-
Christian sentiment Fr. Joseph 
was beaten in Jimo near the 
treaty harbor Qingdao in 1899

• Fr. Joseph lived in constant 
danger of life



Life Given for Mission
• During the Boxer Rebellion in 

1900 all foreigners were 
ordered to the port cities for 
safety

• But Fr. Joseph, though weak 
and sickly, was not willing to 
abandon his Christians, 
especially the many orphans 
and students: so he went back 
to Puoli

• July 7-13 he restored the 
confidence of the Christians 
there, organized the 
community, baptized, heard 
confessions, prayed together 
constantly and prepared for 
martyrdom



Life Given for Mission
• Under pressure he left Puoli and 

went to the second big mission 
station Wangzhuang in the hills to 
the East

• Puoli was attacked three times by 
the Big Knives and each time 
repelled, but the Christians almost 
gave up, when Fr. Joseph 
returned under great danger on 
August 7

• At that time the Government under 
military pressure from abroad no 
longer supported the Boxers, and 
the situation slowly returned to 
normal, but Christians had lost 
their properties and many left the 
Church

• Fr. Joseph really became 
everything to everybody, to the 
weak he made himself weak, 
taking up himself their pains



Life Given for Mission
• In 1898 Fr. Joseph discovered 

he had tuberculosis, he could 
hardly speak, spat blood, and 
had to rest, going to Japan for 
over one month

• In 1899 he first had typhus and 
thought he would die; then he 
got dropsy, but was cured with 
Chinese medicine; in 1900 
though very weak he still went 
to stay with his Christians 
preparing for martyrdom,
showing extraordinary strength

• In 1907 during visits to mission 
stations, he suffered heavy 
kidney pains and thought this 
would be the end



Life Given for Mission
• In 1907-08 there was an epidemic 

of spotted typhoid in Yanzhou
among the women catechists and 
several foreign Sisters died

• Fr. Joseph already very weak 
continued to visit the sick and also 
got infected

• On Jan. 18 he developed fever 
and was painfully treated with both 
Western and Chinese medicine, 
but neither hot nor cold baths 
brought relief

• On Jan. 28  he died in Daijia at the 
age of 56; on Feb. 2, the eve of 
Chinese New Year he was buried

• His whole life he had avoided 
worldly distinctions of honor, only 
waiting for God’s heavenly reward.



Fr. Joseph’s last residence



Fr. Joseph’s

Tomb



Sayings of Fr. JosephSayings of Fr. Joseph
• In 1889 Fr. Joseph was beaten up in Caoxian: “I really 

thought our last hour had come. I offered my body to the 
suffering Savior as a sacrifice for the mission. I thought 
repeatedly of the Savior carrying his cross, how he was 
dragged through the streets of Jerusalem, and I 
considered myself fortunate to share his shame. At the 
same time, however, I was afraid of the martyrdom I 
thought was imminent and so I prayed continuously for 
strength.”（(Report to the Bishop, 1889)

• He told them: “Though you are maltreating me in a most 
inhuman manner and are at a loss to vent your anger 
against me, I do not bear you the slightest resentment…
Lying on the ground , I preached for about a quarter of 
an hour about the glories of the Christian religion.”(Ibidem)



Sayings of Fr. Sayings of Fr. JosephJoseph
• In 1900 Fr. Joseph thought it best that he himself return to Puoli to 

protect the oldest and largest station of the entire mission with its 
many Christians, the two orphanages, the Sisters and the residence 
for the aged. He was well aware of the danger he was exposing 
himself to. “Why should I not offer myself?” he asked, “After all I am 
half-dead already and must die soon anyway. My life is of little value 
or consequence, while all of you can still work many years for the 
good God!”（Article by Fr. R. Pieper in German Newspaper of  Cologne, Sept. 2, 
1900 )

• After he had left Fr. Pieper wrote: “It is doubtful whether the pro-
vicar (Fr. Joseph) is still alive. If he had to flee he would hardly be 
able to stand the rigors of the journey. In recent weeks especially he 
has suffered much. He himself thought he did not have much longer 
to live. Should he die, our mission would lose one of its best 
missionaries but our Society would gain a saint.”（Letter of Fr. Pieper to the 
Superior General, 14 July 1900)



Sayings of Fr. JosephSayings of Fr. Joseph
• In January1908 facing his death, Fr. Joseph at the beginning more 

often spoke of dying with anxiety and fear and had a cherished book 
brought---Preparation for a Happy Death---and had some parts of it 
read aloud. During the last days he became calm and said: “How 
beautiful to be a Catholic. If one has done one’s duty and one’s 
utmost, the good God must needs be merciful. How peacefully one 
can die!”（Jan. 25, 1908）

• He continued to be concerned about the sick in Yanzhou: “When 
one is sick oneself, he knows well enough what does him good, and 
we owe the same to the Chinese. For we came to serve!”（Letter to Fr. 
Roeser, 21 Jan. 1908)

• Fr. Joseph used his personal funds of 1000 Mark to distribute to all 
missionaries to remember him during Mass. He asked all of them 
and also the Chinese priests to forgive his sins he might have 
committed against them as provincial superior。(20 Jan 1908)



Sayings of Fr. JosephSayings of Fr. Joseph
Fr. Pieper had written in 1990: “Should news of his 
death reach you, regard him as a martyr, even if he did 
not die a bloody death. He is certainly a martyr of 
patience, a martyr of love. His entire missionary career 
was a martyrdom. If he should die the mission would 
lose its best missionary.” （Letter to E. Huch, 14 July 1900）

Fr. Joseph had asked, during his illness, to be buried in 
the Chinese cemetery, but his wish was not respected 
and he was buried in the missionaries’ cemetery. Once 
he had written: “I love my dear Chinese ever more and 
my only wish is to live and die among them. Now already 
I am more Chinese than Tyrolean, and in heaven I also 
want to remain a Chinese.”（Letter to his friend home, 9 Feb. 1892)



Bible PassagesBible Passages

LkLk 23: 4423: 44--4646：： Father! Into your hands IFather! Into your hands I
commit my spirit!commit my spirit!

JnJn 12: 2412: 24：：A grain of wheatA grain of wheat
1Cor 9: 151Cor 9: 15--2323：：Becoming everything toBecoming everything to

everyoneeveryone
2Tim 4: 62Tim 4: 6--88：：I have fought the good fightI have fought the good fight

to the endto the end



Expecting Resurrection



A Vision of Mission:
Love  +  Peace



圣 人 反 射 天 主 的 光 荣


