
tongue. After 8 pm the paralysis seemed to reach the heart. I prayed the prayers for
the dying. After about 30 minutes it was fairly certain that he would not yet die. Br. 
Juniperus [Janssen OFMCap] and the nurse Br. Engelbert [Kreuzer] stayed with the
patient. Since up till midnight there was no noticeable unfavorable change in his con-
dition, Br. Juniperus went to bed. Br. Engelbert then observed the patient attentively.
His breathing was regular until about 12.15 am. From then on, for about 10 minutes,
he breathed three short breaths and then one long one; then the long breath followed
already after two short ones. Immediately Br. Engelbert woke up Br. Juniperus, Fr.
Bodems and myself; within 30 seconds we were at the deathbed and having given
him absolution, we prayed the prayers for the dying; we were joined by Fr. Stolte” (ibid.,
pp. 56-57) as well as Brothers Justinian Walter und Agnus Miebach (Bornemann, Arnold
Janssen, Engl. Edition, p. 514). “Fr. Superior General was already breathing his last and he
breathed out his soul peacefully. It was 1 am in the morning, Friday, January 15”
(Bornemann, Nachrichten über Krankheit… [Concerning sickness….], p. 57).

From the chronicle of the Cloistered Sisters: “Friday, January 15: Before morning
prayers the missionary sisters notified us … that our dear spiritual father had died du-
ring the night at 1 am. What a sacrifice! What pain! … The mission house [St. Michael’s]
was flying a black flag with a white cross, we were told. We put up a church flag with a
piece of black gauze” (Chronicle of the Motherhouse of the Cloistered Sisters, Steyl II, p. 208).

In the chronicle of the Missionary Sisters we read: During the afternoon of this
January 15, all Missionary Sisters, novices, postulants and candidates were allowed
to view the “mortal remains” of the founder which were laid out in state in the SVD 
generalate [today St. Gregory], more exactly in the first chapel of the missionary 
sisters. “What a moving sight. Our revered spiritual father lay on the bier, looking so
natural and peaceful, dressed in a purple vestment, the rosary around his folded
hands which had blessed us
so often. It seemed as if he
was just sleeping. … We let
our tears run freely, for they
were not just tears of sad-
ness, but even more tears
of love and gratitude” (Chron-
icle of the Motherhouse of the Mis-
sionary Sisters, 1908-1911, Sr.
Paula, Anna Jostock, p. 41).
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With the October 2008 issue of “The Arnoldus Family Story” we began to accom-
pany our founder, St. Arnold Janssen, during his final sickness which came to an end
with his death on January 15, 1909.  Let us continue accompanying him during what
were to be the last days of his life. 

HUNDRED  YEARS  AGO  –  JANUARY  1909
January 1: Fr. Arnold spends the whole day in bed.
January 3: Fr. Assistant General Blum reminded Fr. Arnold “of the ordination to the

priesthood which was due to take place in February at St. Gabriel’s and of the mission
appointments to be made in connection with that. But the General declined, ‘You take
care of it. By that time I’ll no longer be alive’” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen [Engl. Edition], p. 514).

January 4: As every day since December 18, 1908, Fr. Arnold celebrated holy Mass
shortly after midnight. During the day he still wrote three letters: to Fr. Rector Bücking
in St. Rupert/Bischofshofen (Austria), Fr. Giese in Vienna and Miss Fanny Stefko in
Maria Enzersdorf/Vienna (Bornemann, Nachrichten über Krankheit und Tod unseres
Stifters [Concerning the sickness and death of our founder], Verbum Supplementum
10, Rome 1969, p.28). Miss Stefko was his own personal benefactress, as well as of
St. Gabriel’s. When the final sale price of the property for the future St. Gabriel’s mis-
sion house was set at 7000 Gilders, Miss Stefko provided the money (Bornemann, Arnold
Janssen, Engl. Ed., p. 208). In  1893 Fr. Arnold wrote to her for the occasion of her name
day: “I will ask our dear Lord to reward you abundantly for the many good things He has
already given to me and to all of us through your hands.”

Miss Stefko was one of those three persons to whom a letter was still written on
this January 4. Here is an excerpt from that letter:

“ I thank you for the sign of life which I received from your house and the congrat-
ulatory wishes for me…

In the meantime I suddenly fell gravely ill so that from November 1, I was not able
to celebrate holy Mass. Later, however, there was some improvement in my condition,
so that since December 18, I have again been able to offer the holy sacrifice, not how-
ever, without some difficulty” (SVD Generalate, Arnold Janssen Archives, no. 31168).



When he wrote these words, Fr. Arnold did not know that on that day he had celebrated
holy Mass for the last time in his life, for a few hours later he was no longer able to do so.

January 5: Fr. auf der Heide writes: Wishing to rise in the early hours of the morning
“to dress and prepare for holy Mass, Fr. Arnold no longer had the strength to stand; his
right foot and also his right arm were paralyzed. The previous day we had already seen
that his gait had become unsteady. Now the patient had to stay in bed and was never
to get up again. However, he remained calm and cheerful; he did not complain, on the
contrary he was happy that he could now pray and meditate quietly” (Bornemann,
Nachrichten über Krankheit und Tod unseres Stifters [Conerning the sickness and death….], p.55).

January 6: During evening devotions Fr. Arnold was once again anointed. At that he
was very calm (Alt, Journey in faith, p. 1005). At the request of Fr. Blum, Fr. Arnold blessed
all his priests, brothers and sisters throughout the world (Bornemann, Nachrichten über
Krankheit und Tod…[Concerning the sickness and death…], p. 55). 

On this day Fr. Assistant General Blum wrote to the priests, brothers, missionary
and cloistered sisters:

As I already wrote to you yesterday, the condition of our Reverend Founder and
Superior General has deteriorated very much since January 4. 

According to the unanimous opinion of the general council, our Reverend 
Father Superior General is at this time neither mentally nor physically able to lead
the Society. In conformity with article 164 of the Constitutions, the Assistant 
General has therefore taken over the administration of the Society until further
notice, according to the existing regulations. The Society has been administered
in accordance with the said article since November 1, 1908. Out of respect for
the person of our Reverend Founder we had not yet made this public; but we be-
lieve that under the present circumstances we may not delay publication of the fact
any longer …(ibid., pp. 33.34). 
January 8: From Fr. Blum’s report to all the mission houses in Europe: “There has

been no improvement in the condition of our dear Fr. Superior General; on the contrary,
he has grown weaker. Fr. General is so weak that even speaking is difficult for him;
sometimes when we ask him questions, he does not respond. When asked if he 
recognized those present, he nodded with his head affirmatively” (ibid., p. 35). 

January 9: Fr. Arnold’s right side and almost the whole left side, as well as the feet,
are paralyzed. He cannot sleep even though he feels tired.

January 10: Fr. Superior General’s voice “has almost completely gone. He cannot
take any food except apples and nourishing wine. He drops off to sleep but his sleep
is very light, because it is continuously interrupted by his feeling of thirst and the pain
which he does not mention, but which one can deduce from his groaning and his move-
ments. After he was questioned about it several times, he said that his whole body was
aching” (ibid.). 

January 11: At first the condition of Fr. Arnold had not changed. However, in the
evening at 8.15 pm, his last hour appeared to have come. A number of priests and

brothers came to the patient’s room and prayed the prayers for the dying, the sisters
prayed in church. However, “at about 9 pm we saw him moving his lower lip, first only
a little, then more frequently, and then we heard him making some sounds that we
could not discern. Gradually we were able to distinguish individual words; for instance
he prayed: ‘Libera nos, Domine!’ [liberate us, O Lord!] or ‘Veni Sancte Spiritus!’ [Come,
Holy Spirit]. We heard him pray ‘for the priests, brothers and sisters’; from Jesus’ high
priestly prayer on the eve of Holy Thursday we often heard him repeat the words ‘Et tui
erant!’ [They were yours!]. … Gradually Fr. Superior General became conscious again
– the danger had passed. He, however, continued praying aloud, particularly to the
Holy Spirit. Fr. Wegener prayed some short prayers which the patient repeated as much
as possible, for instance ‘Veni Sancte Spiritus! Veni Creator Spiritus! Jesus, Mary,
Joseph! All is for you, Holy Spirit, is it not?’ The patient said: ‘Yes!’  Everything in honor
of the Most Blessed Trinity! Answer: ‘Yes!’ Then together they both prayed the whole
of the ‘Veni Sancte Spiritus!’” (ibid., pp. 55-56). 

From Fr. Blum we know that after Fr. General had regained consciousness, he
laughed “heartily” and he enjoyed seeing so many of his [spiritual] children at his bed-
side (ibid., p. 35).

January 12: Fr. auf der Heide reports: Fr. Arnold received holy communion for the
last time. Otherwise he slept a lot during the day. However, as soon “as he woke up,
he began to pray aloud; in particular he liked to pray  the ‘Veni Sancte Spiritus’ and fre-
quently he continued repeating the words: ‘Da perenne gaudium!’ [Give eternal joy!].
… Since any hour could be his last, I wanted to give the patient absolution once more.
Seemingly he was in a good condition; however, he was not able to say anything but
prayers. When I put on the stole, Fr. Bodems, who was also present, began to pray the
Confiteor, Misereatur  and Indulgentiam. Fr. Superior General joined in all the prayers
and then I gave him absolution. The patient continued praying aloud” (ibid., p. 56).

In the evening of this day, Fr. Arnold’s brother, Capuchin Brother Juniperus Janssen,
arrived to be with his dying brother. 

January 13: From the report of Fr. auf der Heide: Fr. Arnold could no longer take any
food; “with a teaspoon he was given a few drops of water or wine from time to time,
since the patient seemed to suffer from thirst. In the morning, once in a while he
prayed a little; just before lunch one of the Brothers heard him say the prayer: ‘O Domi-
na mea, o mater mea [O my lady, O my mother, remember…)’. In the afternoon he was
to all appearances completely unconscious; only towards evening was he heard  to
say once again the name ‘Jesus’, the last word which was heard from his mouth. His
breathing grew faster, but it was strong as was his pulse; during the last days his pulse
beat was usually 120 per minute. It seemed that the paralysis was progressing. After
evening prayers I visited the patient again, said a few prayers aloud and then gave the
absolution which the patient seemed to notice” (ibid.).

January 14/15: Fr. auf der Heide reports: Throughout the day “Fr. Superior General
was lying motionless on his bed with eyes closed. From time to time it was possible to
give him a few drops of water or wine with a small spoon in order to moisten his dry



Arnold Janssen’s last gift
Fr. Arnold wanted to give all members of
the Society a memorial, as an invitation
to thank God for his divine generosity.
Thus on November 12 he began to sign
these memorials. Since his right hand
was completely paralyzed, he used his
left hand – which was also slightly para-
lyzed. Furthermore, he had no practice in
writing with his left hand. In the opposite
column we see – in the words of Fr. Ar-
nold’s successor, Fr. Blum, – Fr. Arnold’s
last attempt to write his name. The signa-
ture on the memorials will probably have
looked like that.
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For your reflection
Thoughts which moved Arnold Janssen after resigning his teaching position in Bocholt.
In the draft of a letter to Pope Pius IX, which most probably was never sent, we read:
For the last few years several circumstances [as Director of the Apostleship of prayer] led
me to promote with all possible zeal the prayer of intercession for the salvation of souls and
the triumph of the Church; and so I have already devoted quite an amount of energy to this
important matter. I would be ready to undertake even greater labors for that purpose, to
dedicate myself completely to this sacred task, to pledge all my powers and abilities and
my very life to it, if only the result would be that the thrice holy God would pour forth the
spirit of grace and prayer more bountifully over the earth, without whom all our hopes are
to be considered  all in vain and worth nothing (H. Fischer SVD, Arnold Janssen, Steyl 1919, p. 72 / cf.
Bornemann, Arnold Janssen [Engl. edition], p. 34). In previous issues of the “Arnoldus Family Story” we accompanied our founder 

St. Arnold Janssen during the days of his final sickness, his death and burial. Prior to
that (August / September and October 2008) we studied the Kulturkampf / Cultural
Struggle. We begin this new issue of the “Arnoldus Family Story” with an event from the
early days of the cultural struggle.

Arnold Janssen leaves Bocholt
During the first years of the cultural struggle, Fr. Arnold made a decision which

changed his life: he quit his job as a teacher in Bocholt. From 1869 on, Fr. Arnold’s re-
lationship with the school board had been rather strained over the issue of putting up
a statue of Our Lady. Three- fourths of the students of the Bocholt Junior High School
were Catholics; on Sundays, while the sermon was delivered in church, these students
went to the school’s auditorium where they were given a special talk by the school’s
principal, Rev. Waldau or by Fr. Arnold. Fr. Arnold wished to adorn the auditorium’s
stage with a suitable religious image. He offered to purchase the image by giving some
scientific lectures in the auditorium and charging a small admission fee. The faculty
as well as the school board favored his plan. In the spring of 1869 he gave those lec-
tures; “after deducting expenses, a net profit of a little more than 42 thalers remained.
This he deposited in the bank” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen [Engl. Edition], Rome 1973, p. 31).

The religious image that Fr. Arnold had in mind, which he ordered and paid for from
his own money, was a statue: in his own words “the image of our divine Savior as a
child, carried in his mother’s arms” (Josef Ulbrich, Eine Episode aus der Bocholter Zeit Arnold
Janssens [An Episode from Arnold Janssen’s time in Bocholt], Verbum 2, 1960, p. 221). On hearing of
this statue, the school board informed Fr. Arnold in a letter dated November 18, 1869,
that it would not allow the statue to be placed in the auditorium; however, they would
have nothing against it if a “discreet crucifix” were placed there. In his response of Jan-
uary 7, 1870, Fr. Arnold asked the school board either to give him the reasons for re-
jecting the statue of our Lady or leave the decision to some future date. In a letter of
May 1870, the school board refused to disclose its reasons; he should just be satisfied
with their declaration that they were not able to accept his proposal (ibid., p. 223). Fr.
Arnold did not reply to that letter, and then, probably because of the Franco/German
war of 1870/71, the whole matter was dropped for the time being – actually until
1873. By then the cultural struggle had started. Already in July 1872, the provincial

A memorial does not need to be
built for the deceased.

He built one for himself that
reaches out over all continents.

Bishop Dingelstadt of Muenster,
Fr. Arnold’s classmate in Gaesdonck High School, 

at the occasion of Fr. Arnold’s death.
(Nuntius Societatis Verbi Divini, No. 12, Febr. 1909, p. 47).



school board in Muenster had informed all the high schools of an order of the “Minister
for Religious Affairs that students in institutions of higher learning should not belong
to any association such as the Marian Sodality or fraternities and, in case of default,
would face disciplinary measures, even expulsion from school” (Alt, Journey in faith, p. 29). 

“In this tense atmosphere, after a moratorium of almost three years”, the Bocholt
Junior High school board revived the matter of the statue and referred it to the next
higher educational authority, the Provincial School Board in Muenster. On its behalf the
local school board wrote to Fr. Arnold on January 9, 1873:

“On May 20, 1870 we asked your Reverence to indicate as soon as possible the
following: Are you willing to use the amount of money you collected from the lectures
given in the school’s auditorium for a different religious object to decorate the audito-
rium than the one you had proposed?

At the instigation of the Provincial School Board, to which we referred this matter,
we herewith require you to reply within fourteen days from today to our letter of May
20, 1870” (Josef Ulbrich, Eine Episode aus der Bocholter Zeit, [An episode from the Bocholt time], p. 224).

Fr. Arnold gave his reply on January 22, 1873: “I sincerely regret that on this point
I cannot comply with the Board’s wishes.” However, the school board should consider
the following:   it could force him to spend the money collected by his lectures for a dif-
ferent purpose; but it was not in its power to take away the image he had already ac-
quired and it might very well be possible that the image (statue) would be put up in the
auditorium “at a better time”, and the more it had been fought by the board, the
greater the honor would be given to it then. “Naturally, its honor will then be your 
humiliation, and it is my strong wish that this be avoided.” Fr. Arnold finally expressed
his regret that the board’s refusal to tell him the reasons for rejecting the statue had
made any further negotiation impossible (ibid., p. 226).

One month after Fr. Arnold had written this letter to the school board, he asked his
Bishop for permission to quit his job as a teacher in Bocholt. “To my great surprise he
immediately allowed me to give up my position”, he recalled later. “In these critical
times [of the cultural struggle] there were more important matters [for the Bishop]
than the placement of a statue of the Madonna in an auditorium,” the SVD historian
Fr. Bornemann comments (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen [Engl. edition], p. 33). On March 19,
1873 Fr. Arnold submitted to the school board his notice to quit teaching in the fall of
1873, and on April 5 the board accepted his resignation.

On May 30, 1873 the school’s principal, Rev. Waldau, wrote a very good reference
for Fr. Arnold: “… His teaching demonstrated that he had a thorough mastery of his
subject. He prepared his classes carefully and went to great pains to make the matter
understandable to the students. By posing precise questions, he showed the students
how to give exact answers; … He knew how to maintain discipline. He really tried to 
introduce the students to a moral and religious life and confirm them in that, not only
in school but also outside it …”(Alt, Journey in faith, p. 29).

Why did Fr. Arnold quit his job as a teacher in Bocholt?
Later in his life he said: As a teacher in Bocholt “I was imbued with the idea of

doing more for the spiritual welfare of the Church and especially the foreign missions.”
But since his teaching load did not leave him any time for that, “I wanted to take up a

position where I could do this; that meant giving up the job in Bocholt. My intention in
particular was to find the time to publish a popular monthly magazine for the promo-
tion of prayer and participation in the great intentions of the Divine Savior, especially
the propagation of the faith” (ibid., p. 41).

Even though Fr. Arnold did not mention his dispute with the school board, “we may
still take it that the personal conflict with the local and provincial school board played
a role in his giving up his teaching position” (Josef Ulbrich, Eine Episode aus der Bocholter Zeit
Arnold Janssens [An episode from the Bocholt time of Arnold Janssen], Verbum 2, 1960, p. 227).

In Kempen
The school year ended in the last week of August 1873. Before that Fr. Arnold still

had to look for a new home and – with his bishop’s permission – he found it with the
Ursuline Sisters in Kempen. It was the time of the cultural struggle, priests were not
allowed to take up a position without government permission, so it is not surprising
that government officials immediately sought information about him and his position.
“They can’t do anything to me; for I have not been appointed by any ecclesiastical su-
perior nor do I occupy any ecclesiastical post,” (that is, in the understanding of civil law)
wrote Fr. Arnold from Kempen on August 14 (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen [Engl. Edition], p. 35).

Many years later Fr. Arnold recalled: “In October 1873, I started my job in Kempen as
chaplain at a convent of the Ursulines who ran
a boarding school…” (Alt, Journey in faith, p. 41).

At the time Kempen was a small town,
smaller than Bocholt. Until today it “is best
known as the birthplace of Thomas à Kem-
pis, the author of the Imitation of Christ.”
The town had an “excellent school system: a
secondary school, a college for Catholic ele-
mentary school teachers, and a high school
for girls which the Ursulines… opened in
1867.” The convent “housed eleven Sisters,
most of them teachers. It also provided living
quarters for 20 boarders and high school fa-
cilities for about 60 girls in four different classes. The youngest were twelve years of
age.” “The Sisters also conducted a kindergarten for 60 pre-school children, as well
as classes in sewing and knitting; they also gave lessons in the town’s elementary
school for girls.”

Fr. Arnold resided in a small room next to the stairway on the first floor of the building.
He signed his letters either with the title “private priest” or “Rector of the Ursulines.”
The people of Kempen referred to him as Rector or Chaplain. His main duty was  to
offer daily Mass in the convent chapel. Furthermore he gave religion classes. “He also
filled in as a science teacher for a time.

He enjoyed free board and lodging, but had to provide everything else for himself,
including a small heating stove which he purchased for nine thalers soon after his 
arrival” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen [Engl. Edition], p. 36).

Ursuline Convent in Kempen
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ARNOLD JANSSEN IN KEMPEN
Chaplain and Teacher with the Ursuline Sisters

From autumn 1873 on Arnold Janssen was chaplain and teacher with the Ursuline
Sisters. His main duty was to offer daily Mass in the convent chapel. Furthermore he
gave religion classes and filled in as a science teacher for a time in the girls’ high
school run by the Sisters.
Remembering Fr. Arnold one of his former pupils, Mrs. Maria Kaiser, writes:

Rector Janssen taught me religion and physics at the Ursuline Convent in Kempen
in 1873-74. He was always serious in class … He often spoke to us about the missions
which were very dear to his heart. He did not pay much attention to his clothes. He
always wore the same cassock. Though it was always clean, the original color had
long since faded. One day, though, to our joy he came to class wearing a new cassock
(cf. Bornemann, Remembering Arnold Janssen, Analecta SVD – 42, Rome 1978, p. 47).
Another former pupil, Mrs. Wilhelmine Meckel, remembers:

I was a pupil of Rector Janssen at the Ursuline Convent. His lectures were so inte-
resting and stimulating that even today [1933!] I can vividly recall his classes in
physics. He made us study diligently and checked the assignments he gave us. We at-
tended his Mass in the convent chapel and were deeply impressed by his piety (ibid.).
Mrs. Kleintitschen remembers Fr. Arnold in this way:

He was a small, unassuming person and led a withdrawn, retiring life. … During
class he was strict but kind. He taught us Bible History and liked to speak about the
Passion of Christ and explain its various incidents. He frequently referred to the history
of the Passion as narrated by the saintly Anne Catherine Emmerich whom he obviously
esteemed very highly. Every Friday he led us students in the Way of the Cross which
he prayed with great devotion (ibid., pp. 46-47).
Editor of the “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart)

One of the reasons that Fr. Arnold had given up his teaching position in Bocholt had
been “to find the time to publish a popular monthly magazine for the promotion of
prayer and participation in the great intentions of the Divine Savior, especially the
propagation of faith” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 41). 
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Since 1871  Fr. Arnold had small religious booklets and leaflets printed by the St.
Boniface printing house in Paderborn. Therefore he intended to have his magazine
printed there as well. Not later than August 17, 1873 he discussed his plan with that
printing house. His magazine was to be a monthly mission magazine, “in the sense in
which the term ‘mission’ was then understood in German-speaking countries” (Borne-
mann, Arnold Janssen [Engl. edition], 1975, p.36).

In those days the distinction was made between “home mission”, that means
mission in Germany, and the “foreign missions”, that is the mission to the Catholic
German emigrants to North America and the mission amongst non-Christian peo-
ples (in the so- called pagan countries). Mission in Germany was the pastoral care
for Catholics who lived in predominantly Protestant regions of Germany – in the
“diaspora”. The St. Boniface Association, founded in 1849 “for the church’s 
mission in Germany, that means for poor Catholic communities in Protestant and
mixed villages and towns”, had pledged its support to this kind of mission. The 
Association’s headquarters were in Paderborn (in Erwin Gatz, Geschichte des Kirchlichen
Lebens in den deutschsprachigen Ländern, seit dem Ende des 18. Jahrhunderts [History of the
Church’s life in German speaking countries, from the end of the 18th century], volume III, p. 25).

Besides articles about the missions, the magazine would also reserve some space
“for devotional articles of a general nature”.

Fr. Arnold sent the manuscript for the first issue to the St. Boniface printing house
at the end of December. 

Since Fr. Arnold was not only editor, but also advertiser (as well as circulation
manager) of his magazine, for advertising purposes he had 10.000 copies of the first
issue printed. At the same time he instructed St. Boniface printing house, which was
also the publisher, to place ads in all the Catholic dailies in Germany and even in Aus-
tria (Vienna and Tyrol).

He furthermore “composed three promotional letters which the printer [/ publisher]
was to send to priests, religious houses and book dealers. Two thousand seven hun-
dred and fifty copies of these letters were mailed out… He allowed book dealers a
33% discount. A few months later, he checked and decided that dealers who appa-
rently did nothing more than forward orders that came to them, were entitled to only
a 25% discount” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, [Engl. edition], p. 37). Sample copies with a pro-
motional letter were also sent to people Fr. Arnold had got to know during his travels
asking them “to pass the issue on to a reliable bookseller” (ibid.).

Fr. Arnold was still the Director of the Apostleship of Prayer for his home diocese
of Muenster, and so it does not come as a surprise that the inspiration for the name
of his magazine came from the name of the Apostleship’s magazine; its name was
“Sendbote des göttlichen Herzens Jesu”- “Messenger of the Divine Heart of Jesus”. 
Fr. Arnold called his magazine “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” – “Little Messenger of the 
Sacred Heart” (cf. Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 31).

In January 1874 the first issue of the “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” – “Little Messenger
of the Sacred Heart” was published (see its title page on the last page of this newslet-
ter!). It consisted of eight pages. Looking at it one immediately notices the spirit of the
Apostleship of prayer: for instance, the first item on p. 1 is a “prayer for the reader be-

ginning to read the magazine”. This prayer is followed by a
poem written by Fr. Arnold and entitled: “Lied zum göttlichen
Kinde Jesu”, “Song in honor of the Divine Child Jesus.” Next
the reader finds an article about “Die h. Mutter Anna” – “Holy
Mother Anne”, based on the visions of the visionary and mys-
tic Anne Catherine Emmerich. The next item is a suggestion for
“ein gutes Geschäft”, a “good business deal”, in favor of the
St. Boniface Association: for a good and cheap price –
cheaper than its actual worth – the reader is offered a beau-
tiful painting of our Lady; at the same time that entitles him

to participate in a lottery of articles of art, for instance beautiful oil paintings, to a
value of 2500 Talers which will be distributed to 10,000 recipients. “The revenue is for
the St. Boniface Association in support of the poor Catholic pastoral districts in Protes-
tant regions of Germany”. Next follow two articles about the South Sea Missions (in-
cluding a map of the region), covering pages 2-8. Finally the reader is invited to a
prayer at the end of reading the “Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart of Jesus”. Last
but not least Fr. Arnold added some personal remarks: “Closing words from the edito-
rial office”. He placed his magazine, called after the Heart of Jesus, “with explicit words
under the protection of that blessed Heart.” “May the divine Heart not despise this
magazine which was founded in his honor.”

He also requests the help of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, St. Joseph and all
those saints, “who had dedicated their works or continuous prayers to the propagation
of the faith”, such as Saints Paul, Boniface and Xavier. “May Divine Goodness gra-
ciously look down upon our weak efforts, constantly make up for our deficiencies, and
not deny us the divine blessing.”

Then follows “a word about our magazine’s direction”:
The principal if not the sole goal of the undertaking is to inform people about

the Catholic missions at home and abroad in a readable and interesting manner
(Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 42). 

As already mentioned, for advertising purposes Fr. Arnold had 10.000 copies of
the first issue printed; he did the same for the second issue, but then he reduced the
number of copies, “first to 6000 and then to 5000. In the middle of the year [1874]
he looked over the list of regular subscribers and raised the subscription price from
one Mark to one Mark twenty. At the end of the year, the tally showed 3000 sub-
scribers. After duly deducting the commission for dealers and agents, he grossed
about 2200  Marks. This was sufficient to pay all the expenses and still show a small
profit” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen [Engl. edition], p. 40).

The “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” was to become very important for the establishment
of St. Michael’s Mission House in Steyl, as Fr. Arnold said in January 1876: In our days
the press is a great power. How greatly did this magazine open the way for the foun-
dation of our mission house? Without it this foundation would either not have suc-
ceeded at all, or at least not in such a short time.

Bl. Anne Catherine Emmerich
beatified in 2004
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Congratulations on the 
one hundredth birthday!

In August of this year our confreres in the
Philippines celebrate the one hundredth anni-
versary of the arrival of the first two SVD 
missionaries in the Philippines: Fr. Ludwig
Beckert, a China missionary, and the newly 
ordained priest Fr. Johannes Scheiermann. On
August 15, 1909, they arrived in Manila. Fr.
Scheiermann writes about the arrival: “Under
the obliging guidance of Fr. Moral, a Scheut-
veld Missionary, who lovingly cared for us du-
ring our four days stay… we entered the City,
the “Pearl of the Orient”. The Most Reverend
Ambrosius Agius O.S.B., the Apostolic Dele-
gate,  wished to be our host for these days….
The Most Reverend Bishop… expressed his
confidence that the success of our Society in
this mission would be good.”

From Manila the two missionaries went by
ship to Vigan where they arrived on Saturday,
August 21. On Sunday, August 22, the Bishop
of Vigan, James Carrol, acompanied the two
on the Abra River to Bangued where they ar-
rived in the evening at 7 pm. The next mor-
ning, August 23, the three continued their
journey on small horses. “After a four hours’
ride on miserably bad, but sometimes also on
well built roads we descended into a magnifi-
cently situated valley, which was surrounded
by moderately high mountains. In front of us
were several clusters of bamboo-straw huts;
near one of them we were stopped. Coming
from an old wooden frame we heard the
sound of bells. Could it be the church? Yes,
indeed, it was the parish church of our Lady
of Pilar. We were home. Gradually the people,

dressed in their Sunday best, came together
from the various widely dispersed parts of the
village to greet their Bishop and to see the
new “parish priest” and his “assistant”. At 
3 pm the Bishop said goodbye in order to go
back to Bangued. He did not depart without
once again, in his very own cordial way, 
encouraging us for the difficulties of the be-
ginning.

Church and living quarters were quickly in-
spected. A bamboo building, 18 m long and
5.6 m wide, without windows, since light and
air have entry into the church from all sides
anyway, that is our church. … Our living quar-
ters consist of one room in a private home
and a small adjacent room which has no win-
dows…

At this time we mostly still sit quietly at our
desk and study Ilocano and also English and
Spanish. The latter is necessary for under-
standing the books which are to help us study
the native language and particularly also in
order, for the time being, to have a few inter-
preters among the people…. With God’s help
may we succeed in fulfilling faithfully and 
totally our task in the rebuilding of the Philip-
pine Church.” (Johann Scheiermann, Der erste Bericht
aus unserer neuen Mission auf den Philippinen [the first
report from our new mission in the Philippines], Steyler Mis-
sionsbote [Steyl Mission Messenger], March 1910).

When this story was published its author,
Fr. Scheiermann, had already been dead for
two months. He died suddenly and unexpec-
tedly on January 4, 1910.
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For your reflection
Memorable words of St. Arnold Janssen
(from: Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart], February 1974)
It is an essential part of God’s guidance that He reveal His intentions to us only gradually.
How else would we learn to walk before Him in the light of faith and absolute trust!
A German poet once said:  Man grows with his goals. May that become true also for us.
The work of the propagation of faith is the first and highest goal of God’s church on earth.

An outstanding role in the foundation of St. Michael’s Mission House in Steyl was
played by Arnold Janssen’s mission magazine Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote, or Little Messen-
ger of the Sacred Heart of Jesus: “Without it this foundation would either not have
succeeded at all, or at least not in such a short time,” Fr. Arnold once said.  Because
of the magazine’s importance we will look at it also in this issue of “The Arnoldus Family
Story”; more precisely, we will focus on the issue of February 1874.

The Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart at the Service of World Mission
A new emphasis

In  January 1874 Arnold Janssen had this goal for his mission magazine: he wanted
to inform people about “Catholic missions at home and abroad”, that means, he
wanted to report about the pastoral care of those Catholics who lived in predominantly
Protestant areas of Germany and who were supported by the St. Boniface Association,
and he wanted to write about the “pagan” missions. However, already in the second
issue of the Little Messenger in February 1874,  Fr. Arnold changed the magazine’s 
orientation. In the article “A Word in Favor of the missions and the Little Messenger of
the Sacred Heart” he wrote: “The intention of the Little Messenger is mainly to arouse
interest in the church’s mission abroad among the pagans.”  Fr. Arnold did not want
to forget the mission within Germany, however from now on the emphasis was to be
on the mission of the Church abroad among pagans.

Why this change of emphasis?
Fr. Arnold endeavored to recognize the “signs of the time” and interpret them in the

light of God’s will, as his following words show:
While we give our attention to the mission of the church within Germany, no

less, and perhaps to a higher degree, we turn to the mission in pagan countries,
particularly at these times. It is now that God is allowing so many priests to be
driven out of Germany. On the other hand they cannot get peaceful employment
in the main area served by the St. Boniface Association. In all this God is giving
us Germans a hint. For with regard to preaching the faith, compared to France we
have done so little up to now to carry out the Lord’s command ‘go into all the
world’.  

It was the time of the “Kulturkampf”, the cultural struggle. Many priests were 
unable to do their priestly work, since they refused to obey the cultural struggle’s anti-
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church laws. In Prussia, therefore, more than 1000 parishes were without pastors. 
Fr. Arnold interpreted these bad times for the church, as God giving the Germans a hint
to do something for the propagation of the faith among the non-Christian peoples. In
obedience to this hint from God, in obedience to the will of God as it revealed itself in
the particular circumstances of that particular time, he focused his missionary work
through his magazine mainly, but not exclusively, on “the church’s mission outside
Germany among the pagan peoples”. 
The task of the Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart

Through the Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart Fr. Arnold wanted to gain his
readers for the “sublime” work of the propagation of faith among the non-Christian
peoples; and that meant for him concretely:

We hope to channel more prayers and donations to the missions. We hope
here and there to awaken a dormant missionary vocation. We also hope here
and there to motivate one or the other Christian mother to pray that God will give
her a son who will become a missionary. Finally we hope that the stories of those
heroic examples of virtue given by missionaries and their companions will also
bear fruit among our somewhat apathetic and lax generation, so that it will be-
come a little more active in matters of religion.

The Apostolate of Women
The last article of the February 1874 issue of the Little Messenger of the Sacred

Heart is entitled: “The Apostolate of Women”. Through this article he wished to instill
his own enthusiasm for the propagation of the faith among the non-Christian peoples
in German women religious. The “Kulturkampf”, that is the cultural struggle, threa-
tened them, too, with expulsion from Germany and so Fr. Arnold asked: 

Where will they go if the danger becomes reality?  Will perhaps the mission
countries be able to give many of them a sincere welcome? Or will they just re-
main near the border [of Germany] or will they transfer to the almost European
environment of Northern America? Obviously they can be useful everywhere. But
one should ask where the greatest use lies.  In our life we should strive to make
the greatest possible effort for God. Furthermore, we should not choose what is
easiest and most comfortable. 

In case the religious sisters really were expelled from Germany and if they decided
to work in the pagan missions, “it will be our pleasure to help as much as possible and
to start collecting money towards covering the travelling expenses. If, however, the sis-
ters do not have to leave Germany, these lines still stand as an admonition to establish
mission stations.”

Fr. Arnold must have realized that some religious sisters might ask where this hi-
therto unknown priest found the courage to address them in such words; so he intro-
duced his rather strong words with: “The following lines are written with the intention
of promoting support for the mission countries. Since it is our duty and our task to
work for the mission countries, one should not take these words amiss. We ask all

concerned to disregard the person of the writer and, rather, to see the reasons which
must be brought forward and to examine them seriously before God.” 

Knowledge of the mission countries brings joy 
to the readers in the home countries

In the first issue of the Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart (January 1874), 
Fr. Arnold had a long article printed about the Apostolic Vicariate of Mangarewa, Tahiti
and Pomotu in Oceania. Added to this article was that little map of the south eastern
part of Oceania or Polynesia which you see below:

It seems that some readers objected to that map. In the article already mentioned,
“A Word in Favor of…” Fr. Arnold replied to the objection in this way:

By the way, it is our urgent wish that as many people as possible study the
map and that our readers help one another in that study. All effort applied here
is worthwhile. If it is difficult to get through the first map, the second will be easier
and the third one much better still. Finally, when there is a big map, you will be
glad that you are so well informed about the mission countries. It is only like this
that you get an idea of the situation of the kingdom of God on earth. And later on
you will read all the stories from the mission countries with much greater plea-
sure. For you will know your way around everywhere as if you were in your own
house.

With his mission articles and the maps of the mission areas, Fr. Arnold wanted to
establish a close and joyful bond between home and mission countries!
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Arnold Janssen’s interest in China
In January 1874 Arnold Janssen founded his mission magazine “Kleiner Herz

Jesu Bote” – “Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart of Jesus”. At that time he was
director of the Apostleship of Prayer for his home diocese of Muenster. Being a
member of that Apostleship he made the intentions of Jesus his own (see ‘The
Arnoldus Family Story’, No. 12, January 2008). In the April 1874 issue of the “Little Messen-
ger of the Sacred Heart of Jesus” he wrote that those intentions in a very special
way referred to China.

“China arouses the interest of Jesus in a very special way” he wrote, and that
is because of the  multitude of people living there. With 555 million people China,
so he continues, is “the most populated country of the world.” Amongst them there
are a few million Moslems and about half a million Catholics. The number 555
million must have attracted Fr. Arnold’s attention very much, for he wrote:

“555 million, what a huge number this is! According to the most exact statistics
which the writer of this article was able to find, in 1872 the number of all the
Catholics throughout the world was 200 and a half million. And now there are 555
million people living in this country who are not Christians, almost three times as
many as Catholics all over the earth. 555 million!  an enormous empire. That is
more than one third of the world’s population, whose number we calculated as
1588 million.”

Fr. Arnold made the intentions of Jesus his own and as China, “the most popu-
lated country in the world”, had aroused the special interest of Jesus so it had
aroused his own interest as well.

In May 1874 he learned from a newspaper article that the Apostolic Prefect of
Hongkong, Giovanni Timoleone Raimondi, was visiting Mons. Dr. von Essen, the
parish priest of Neuwerk near Mönchengladbach. Since  Neuwerk was not far from
Fr. Arnold’s own residence in Kempen he went to visit him. Fr. Arnold had already
studied the mission in China; he nevertheless still felt the need to get to know
more about that mission.

However, before we hear more about that and subsequent visits we need to get
acquainted with Mons. Raimondi and Dr. von Essen.
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of establishing a German mission house for the foreign missions and I express
my congratulations; however I believe that the present times are not opportune for
the execution of this project because of the serious disagreement between church
and state and because of the lack of priests in various dioceses  caused by the 
expulsion of religious priests” (ibid., p. 56).

In spite of the difficulties mentioned by Archbishop Melchers, on January 14,
1874 Dr. von Essen sent a letter to Cardinal Barnabo, the Prefect of the Propa-
ganda in Rome. He described his plan to found in Germany or Austria a mission
seminary for China, modeled on the mission seminary in Scheut, and he added:
“In case that the Holy See should give its approval, I am willing to get this project
off the ground for the greater glory of God and the salvation of souls” (ibid., p. 58).
He sent this letter to Rome via the Apostolic Nuncio in Brussels / Belgium. The
Nuncio added a few thoughts of his own: “The present times are not favorable for
this project; however, right now Dr. von Essen just wishes the papal blessing and
the Propaganda’s approval  for making the more remote preparations, in order to
begin then later when the right moment has come.” Superior General Vranckx was
also active in Rome on Dr. von Essen’s behalf and he first of all wrote to the Apo-
stolic Prefect Raimondi who was in Rome at that time and who as Procurator for
China should be interested in a new mission seminary for China. Raimondi then
spoke about the project to the Secretary of the Propaganda, Simeoni. Fr. Vranckx
also notified his own agent in Rome, Fr. Gennevoise, of Dr. von Essen’s plan who
then discussed the plan with the Propaganda’s secretary, Simeoni, and its Pre-
fect, Cardinal Barnabo. Since the Cardinal died in February, it took until April 8
that his successor, Cardinal Franchi, answered Dr. von Essen’s letter from Janu-
ary 14.  “Franchi’s letter said that he had not failed to inform the pope about von
Essen’s project. ‘Although His Holiness knows that such a project can hardly be 
realized now because of the present difficulties, he nevertheless feels obliged to
welcome your Reverence’s plan warmly, since such an institute can only benefit
our holy religion. In order that you may bring this work to a happy ending, His 
Holiness gives you from his heart his Apostolic blessing’” (Ralph M. Wiltgen,The found-
ing…., p. 505). 

In a letter from April 25, 1874 Superior General Fr. Valckx informed Dr. von
Essen that Prefect Apostolic Raimondi would come to Scheut / Belgium and he
added: “It will be most useful if you make his acquaintance. Later on, when you
are going to look for a mission in China, he can be of great help for you” (Borne-
mann, Der Pfarrer von Neuwerk…, p. 65).

On May 22, 1874 Prefect Apostolic Raimondi did visit Monsignor Dr. von Essen
in Neuwerk.



Giovanni Timoleone Raimondi was born in Milan/
Italy on May 5, 1827. Having been ordained priest in
1850 he became a member of the Lombardy Foreign
Mission Seminary in Milan which had been founded on
July 31, 1850 [in 1926 Pope Pius XI combined this sem-
inary with the ‘Pontifical Seminary of St. Peter and Paul
for Foreign Missions’; the new institute was named
‘Pontifical Institute for Foreign Missions – P.I.M.E.]. 

The first mission of the new Foreign Mission Semi-
nary in Milan was the Apostolic Double Vicariate of
Melanesia and Micronesia which had been founded in
1844 and entrusted to the French Marist Missionaries
(SM). When the Marists gave up this mission Rome 

entrusted it to the missionaries from Milan. From October 1852 on five priests
and two lay men worked on the two islands of Woodlark and Rooke which today
are part of Papua New Guinea; one of those missionaries was Giovanni Timoleone
Raimondi. However, in July 1855 sickness, the death of one missionary and lack
of success made the Milan missionaries decide to leave the islands. They wanted
to recuperate in Sydney / Australia and wait for new orders from their superiors in
Milan, hoping that one day they would be able to return to their mission. In 
February 1858 their return to Melanesia seemed possible. Thanks to the help of
the Prefect Apostolic of Labuan / Borneo with whom they had spent some time,
they had left Labuan in February 1858 in order to open a new mission in New
Guinea. However, during a stop over in Singapore they received the news that the
Propaganda Fide had transferred them to Hongkong. Raimondi arrived there on
May 15, 1858. In 1867 he was appointed Prefect Apostolic of Hongkong. He was
also ‘Procurator for China’; in that position all “business matters and all problems
of Propaganda connected with the China missions went through his hands” (Ralph
M. Wiltgen, The Founding of the Roman Catholic Church in Melanesia and Micronesia, 1850-1875, Pickwick
Publications, Eugene, Oregon, 2008, p.498). 

In September 1873 Raimondi went to Rome where the Cardinal Prefect in
charge of the Propaganda gave him “numerous tasks to be performed on behalf
of the Propaganda, China, and Labuan” (ibid.). Raimondi was well acquainted with
Superior General Vranckx of the Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary
(C.I.C.M.) or Scheut missionaries – so called after their place of foundation in Bel-
gium. Their principal mission was China. 

Fr. Vranckx on the other hand knew Monsignor Dr. Ludwig von Essen, parish
priest in Neuwerk / Mönchengladbach in Germany.  
Albert Ludwig von Essen was born on November 3, 1830 in Krefeld/Germany.

1853 he got his doctorate in theology from the University of Tübingen. On April
24, 1854 he was ordained priest in Cologne. From 1854-1859 he was principal

of a junior high school in Jülich and from 1859-1862
he held the same position in Kerpen. From 1862-1864
he was teacher of the three sons of Duke Rospigliasi  in
Rome. “As a souvenir of his Roman years Dr. von Essen
took the title of prelate back across the Alps”: “Papal
Domestic Prelate”, “prelate with purple cassock”. Also
in Rome he got the title of “Knight of the Order of the
Holy Sepulchre “ (Fritz Bornemann, Der Pfarrer von Neuwerk,
Dr. Ludwig von Essen und seine Missions-pläne, Sankt Augustin 1967, 
p. 31). Back in Germany he was priest in charge of vari-
ous parishes. From 1872 on he was parish priest of 
St. Mary of the Assumption parish in Neuwerk/
Mönchengladbach (not far from Steyl).

Dr. von Essen had a gift for learning languages. He said about himself: “I am
able to speak almost 12 languages: besides my mother tongue I speak pretty well
French, Italian, English, Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Syrian and Arabic; I know a bit of
Spanish, Polish and Dutch” (ibd. p. 40). He also had travelled widely: three times he
had been in England, Austria and France. He had lived in Italy, visited Spain,
Greece, Turkey and Palestine. 

Dr. von Essen’s plans regarding a Mission Seminary
During the last weeks of 1873 Dr. von Essen began to work for the foundation

of a German mission seminary which would train missionaries for China. His model
was the mission seminary in Scheut / Belgium. 

Christmas 1873 Superior General Vranckx of the Scheut Missionaries wrote to
him two letters and told him:

Since I had the honor to make your acquaintance I have often thought of you…
More and more I am getting convinced that the good Lord wants to take you

into his service in order to found a Mission Institute in Germany.
Such an enterprise is not easy, I tell you that quite frankly. However I believe

that you are strong enough not to get frightened by the difficulties….
In the meantime, couldn’t you get the recommendation of the bishops?
Monsignor, dare to begin with the foundation. And if our prayers and our

experience can be of any use for you, you can count on them (ibid. p. 52). 
Following Fr. Vranckx’s suggestion, in January 1874 Dr. von Essen wrote to the

bishops of Germany and Austria, informing them of his decision to work for the
foundation of a mission house in Germany or Austria for the more immediate
preparation and training of missionaries who are enthusiastic about doing God’s
work. He also asked the bishops “to give their blessing to these thoughts”(ibid. p. 55.56). 

Dr. von Essen’s own bishop, Archbishop Melchers of Cologne, answered the 

Timoleone Raimondi Dr. von Essen



solicit funds, and influence priests to join it” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Engl.ed., p. 45).
Having said this Fr. Arnold left and went back to Kempen.

“Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote”–
“Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart of Jesus” – June 1874

That Fr. Arnold was serious with his decision to prepare the foundation of the
mission seminary by publicizing the project, is seen in the June issue of the “Little
Messenger”. On the first page, directly under the title of the magazine, he placed a

reminder in bold print: “We ask you not to overlook the article on the last page of this
magazine.” There on the last page we find the article entitled: “Various requests di-
rected to various people, made in the name of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. (A word to
priests, parents and benefactors.)” Towards the end of the article he turned to priests
and students just before ordination asking:

Is there not one among them in the whole of Germany who feels called to
dedicate himself to the mission cause? How would it be if German priests
were to work together to organize a German mission seminary in some safe
place? As this writer knows well, this is in accordance with the wishes of the
Propaganda in Rome and the wishes of the Holy Father himself. Belgium, Ire-
land, Italy and France all have mission seminaries; …To the best of my know-
ledge Germany, this great country with so many genuine Christian families,
has until now not even one.[…] We believe this situation must be and can be
corrected. Therefore, if some who have the same idea want to get acquainted
with one another and take common action for this purpose, we are ready to
pass this information along to the best of our ability. We request them to write
to the editor of this magazine” (Alt, Journey in Faith, pp. 45-46)

Fr. Arnold had written this article already before he went to visit Msgr. Raimondi.
After the visit he inserted the information that Dr. von Essen had given him about the
positive attitude of Propaganda and the Holy Father towards the project. 

Was the article successful? Bornemann writes: “A practical echo to the article
the editor did not receive. It was one of the repeated reminders about the necessity
of a German mission seminary and all of them had so far been without success
(Bornemann, Der Pfarrer von Neuwerk Dr. Ludwig von Essen, p. 73, footnote 3).
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The Arnoldus Family Story
1874 – A year of great importance for Arnold Janssen

Telling the “Arnoldus Family Story” we must mention two names: Dr. Ludwig 
von Essen, parish priest of Neuwerk /Mönchengladbach in Germany and Giovanni
Timoleone Raimondi, Prefect Apostolic (and then Vicar Apostolic) of Hong Kong. With
both of these men Fr. Arnold shared first of all a great interest in China. When Msgr.
Raimondi visited Dr. von Essen in Neuwerk, Fr. Arnold went there to visit him and to
interview him about China. However, as we will soon see, they did not only talk about
the church in China but also about the foundation of a German mission seminary.

In the previous issue of the “Arnoldus Family Story” we already got to know Dr. von
Essen and Msgr. Raimondi. Before we turn our attention to the meeting of Dr. von
Essen, Msgr. Raimondi and Fr. Arnold, a few more additional remarks have to be
made with regard to Dr. von Essen’s interest in mission.
Dr. von Essen’s Interest in Mission

During the final weeks of 1873, Dr. von Essen began to work towards the foun-
dation of a German mission seminary which would train missionaries for China. His
model was the mission seminary in Scheut/Belgium whose constitutions he had
studied thoroughly. According to those constitutions, the community of Scheut con-
sisted of missionary priests and missionary brothers; therefore Dr. von Essen did
not only think of German missionary priests for China, but also of missionary bro-
thers (Bornemann, Der Pfarrer von Neuwerk Dr. Ludwig von Essen und seine Missionspläne [The parish
priest of Neuwerk Dr. Ludwig von Essen and his Mission Plans] Studia Instituti Missiologici Societatis Verbi
Divini, No. 8, Steyler Verlag, St. Augustin 1967, p. 68). He also thought of a congregation of
missionary sisters, and he had already found a candidate for that congregation, the
Baroness Theresia von Wüllenweber, aged 40. Dr. von Essen was her spiritual 
director and confessor. Years later she wrote about Dr. von Essen: “He became my
strict, but true director. Just now that the cultural struggle has started, he said, new
foundations are necessary. He spoke of missionary brothers and missionary sisters”
(ibid.). She also said that Fr. von Essen had told her to found a congregation of 
missionary sisters (ibid., p. 133). 

Pentecost 1874 in Neuwerk / Mönchengladbach
On Friday, May 23, 1874 Msgr. Raimondi arrived at Dr. von Essen’s parish in

Neuwerk. To the superior of the seminary for foreign missions in Milan/Italy of which
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he was a member, Msgr. Raimondi wrote: “On the way to Brussels [Belgium] I am
spending Pentecost here with a friendly Monsignor, a Papal Domestic Prelate. He 
intends to found a Mission Seminary, and since I negotiated about this matter in
Rome, I had to meet him” (ibid., p. 66). The topic of Dr. von Essen’s and Raimondi’s con-
versation was, therefore, the foundation of a Mission Seminary. On Saturday, May 23,
the day before Pentecost, Msgr. Raimondi wrote for “his host a warm recommenda-
tion for the Mission House.” In it we read:

Before leaving Germany, Monsignor, I am pleased to assure you of the
good reception given in Rome to your proposal regarding the opening of a
Mission Seminary in Germany or Austria. I have spoken about it with Monsig-
nor Simeoni, Secretary of Propaganda, who testified to me his great satis-
faction. I have also pointed out in a document, which I presented to Pro-
paganda, the advantages which would come to the Missions of China by 
having a Seminary for German Missionaries.

“For my part I shall always be ready to assist you in whatever way I can in
order to have German missionaries in China. …

I wish you great success in your holy undertaking and I have no doubt that
Their Excellencies, the Bishops of Germany and Austria, will support your good
desires and will help you to accomplish a task which will bring glory to the Bi-
shops and to the Catholic Clergy of Germany (Ralph M. Wiltgen, The Founding of the
Roman Catholic Church in Melanesia and Micronesia, 1850-1875, Pickwick Publications, Eugene,
Oregon, 2008, pp.503-504).

Thanking you already in advance for everything you do for the China mis-
sion, I have the honor, Monsignor, to be your most devoted servant T. Rai-
mondi, Prefect Apostolic of Hong Kong and Procurator General of Propaganda
for All of China. Neuwerk, May 23, 1874 (see Bornemann, Der Pfarrer von Neuwerk 
Dr. Ludwig von Essen und seine Missionspläne, p. 67).

“From the content and solemnity of Raimondi’s letter, and because of his men-
tioning Secretary Simeoni and giving his own complete and official title, it was evi-
dent that Raimondi had a special purpose in writing the letter. He wanted to put
something in the hands of von Essen, which could be quoted in letters that he might
send to the bishops and clergy of Germany and Austria” (Ralph M. Wiltgen, The Founding
of the Roman Catholic Church in Melanesia and Micronesia, p. 504).

On Pentecost Sunday, May 24, Msgr. Raimondi was visited by the Baroness There-
sia von Wüllenweber mentioned above. About this visit she wrote in 1892: “The Re-
verend Bishop of Hong Kong came to Neuwerk and encouraged me very much to
begin the foundation; he even prophesied [May 24, 1874] [the foundation of Ger-
man missionary sisters] would happen soon. This really made me enthusiastic and
I saw the fulfillment of my wishes coming closer (in Bornemann, Der Pfarrer von Neuwerk 
Dr. Ludwig von Essen und seine Missionspläne, p. 68).

14 years later Theresia von Wüllenweber would become foundress of a
congregation of sisters. But first, on April 25, 187, she took the vow to “de- 
dicate herself wholly to the missions” (ibid., p. 69). She also entertained the

thought of founding a congregation of missionary sisters in Steyl, together
with Arnold Janssen; and so she visited him on November 21, 1879. How-
ever, Fr. Arnold never even mentioned her nor her work (ibid. p. 142f). Finally
she joined – as did Dr. von Essen – the newly founded “Apostolic Teaching 
Society” of Fr. John Baptist Jordan [known as founder of the Salvatorians]. In
1888, together with Fr. Jordan, she cofounded the congregation of the “Sis-
ters of the Divine Savior“, also called Salvatorian Sisters. Her religious name
was Sr. Mary of the Apostles. She died in 1907 and was beatified in 1968.
Today 1.200 Salvatorian Sisters work in Europe, Asia, Africa, North and South
America.

Pentecost Monday, May 25, 1874
On May 23, 1874 Fr. Arnold read in a newspaper of Msgr. Raimondi’s visit to

Neuwerk which was close to Kempen where he lived. Two days later, on Pentecost
Monday, he went to Neuwerk. Both Dr. von Essen and Msgr. Raimondi gave him a
friendly welcome. For their conversation they used French . At first Fr. Arnold sought
to get as much information about China as possible, and then he brought up the
topic that was foremost on  his mind. “Whilst otherwise he spoke slowly and while
he spoke French only clumsily, now the words poured out of him and he spoke with
warm enthusiasm” (ibid., p. 71). Fr. Arnold remembers:

I told him [Raimondi] my regret that Germany, where Catholic life was so vigo-
rous, did not have a single mission house for the training of missionaries. On the
other hand, France, Italy, Belgium and even Britain, where Catholic life was so weak,
did have such institutions (Alt, Journey in faith, p. 44).

When Fr. Arnold stopped speaking, Dr. von Essen said: “The matter of founding
the German mission house has already been taken up, it is in good hands (Borne-
mann, Der Pfarrer von Neuwerk Dr. Ludwig von Essen, p. 71). He told him furthermore that the
Archbishop of Cologne, who was his own Archbishop, as well as the Holy Father him-
self had given the project their blessing (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, German ed., p.47-48).

Fr. Arnold was completely taken by surprise and at first he was not able to say any-
thing. There was a tense atmosphere. “A letter from von Essen …illustrates the at-
mosphere and tension even at the first encounter of the two men in the presence of
a genuine missionary” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 45). In that letter (of November 1874) 
Dr. von Essen wrote to Fr. Arnold:

“When you came over for the first time in May or June you expressed your
enthusiasm for the cause so eloquently to Mgr. Raimondi and me that we
thought you would be delighted to hear that the project had already been
started.[…] But instead of being glad you fell noticeably silent and remarked
suspiciously, ‘Then you have undertaken a difficult project’” (ibid.).

“Msgr. Raimondi,” so Bornemann writes, “sought to bridge the rather unusual
situation and told his visitor: ‘Team up with Rev. von Essen.’” (Bornemann, Der Pfarrer von
Neuwerk Dr. Ludwig von Essen, p. 72) “Thereupon Janssen declared most emphatically that
he would never start the seminary himself; he only wanted to publicize the project,



in the same chronicle we read about this day:
At 8 a.m. holy Mass was celebrated in the mission house as well as in the mis-

sionary sisters’ and our church. After Mass, at about 8.45 a.m., the election was to
take place. The missionary sisters, we and all the members of the mission house re-
mained in church and prayed until the election was over. At about 9.15 a.m. we heard
the bell of the mission house ring. Immediately afterwards the telephone rang. Fr. Di-
rector General [auf der Heide] informed us of the election result: Reverend Fr. Ad-
ministrator Nicholas Blum was elected Superior General – as we had wished and
expected. The missionary sisters and we sang the Te Deum (ibid.).

Fr. Blum was elected on the first ballot with 19 out of 22 votes (Bornemann, A History
of Our Society, p. 21).

The chronicle of the cloistered sisters also tells us how the people of steyl showed
their interest in the election: “in steyl many houses were flying flags. soon after the
election we heard a gun salute. The people of steyl had done that. Throughout the
day several more gun salutes could be heard. in the evening the Tegelen brass band
came and played in honor of the newly elected superior general.”

December 9, 1909. Beginning of the first general chapter of the servants of the
Holy spirit (in those days Missionary and Cloistered sisters).

December 11,1909. at 8 a.m. holy Mass was celebrated in the church of the mis-
sionary sisters. The cloistered sisters participated from their own church which was
connected with the missionary sisters’ church by two doors. after Mass, in the pres-
ence of Fr. superior general Blum and Fr. director general auf der Heide, first the mis-
sionary sisters’ chapter members elected Mother Theresia Meßner as their superior
general. Then the finally professed
cloistered sisters elected Mother
Maria Michaele Tönnies as their supe-
rior (Chronicle of the cloistered sisters,  p. 230).
Mother Maria Michaele had already
been superior of the cloistered sisters
since december 8, 1897 and Mother
Theresia Meßner had been the leader
of the missionary sisters since the
death of Mother Josepha.
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COMING TO A DECISION

Tensions between Arnold Janssen and Msgr. Dr. von Essen

on Pentecost Monday, May 25, 1874, arnold Janssen met the Prefect apostolic of
Hong Kong, Timoleone Raimondi who was visiting the parish priest of neuwerk/
Mönchengladbach, Msgr. dr. von essen. in the course of their conversation Fr. arnold
eloquently shared his thoughts about the necessity of founding a german mission
house for german missionaries. To his great surprise Msgr. von essen then told him:
“The matter of founding the German mission house has already been taken up, it is
in good hands,” meaning his own hands. Fr. arnold was shocked and he could only say:
“Then you have undertaken a difficult project.” When the Prefect apostolic suggested
that Fr. arnold should team up with Rev. von essen in starting the mission house, Fr.
arnold rejected that. one reason for his rejection was that he did not feel capable of
being a founder. But then there was still another reason. Years later he recalled: “…I
did not wish to work with Dr. von Essen. I also told him that quite bluntly. He insisted
on knowing why not. After some hesitation I said to him, ‘I will tell you quite plainly. You
are too proud of yourself!’ Dr. von Essen was a papal Domestic Prelate. Everyone knew
how he loved to let people know about this” (cf. alt, Journey in Faith, p. 44).

Msgr. von essen didn’t think much of Fr. arnold either. “He felt that Janssen was
lacking in humility; he sought only himself. He was also deficient in genuine scientific
knowledge (von Essen bore the title of Doctor of Theology from the University of Tue-
bingen). Janssen did not have an adequate knowledge of the world; von Essen had
travelled widely in England, France, Italy, Spain, Greece, Palestine, Turkey, Africa. Most
important of all, Janssen did not have the trust of his fellow priests. He could do only
one thing, though he did it well; he could edit a small magazine [Little Messenger of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus]” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, english ed., 1975, p. 47).

in spite of these tensions Msgr. von essen visited arnold Janssen in Kempen in
June 1874. He invited him to cooperate with him in founding the seminary. However,
Fr. arnold said “no”; he was good for a desk job and a few more things, but not for
founding a mission seminary, he said (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, german ed., p. 49).

on June 26, 1874 Prefect apostolic Raimondi also visited Fr. arnold in Kempen
and in the following month, on July 27, he visited him a second time. naturally, the
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foundation of the mission seminary was the topic of their conversation. Fr. arnold con-
tinued to reject  cooperation with Msgr. von essen. Furthermore, he was rather criti-
cal of Fr. von essen’s plans for the foundation of the seminary: “Dr. von Essen himself
could not come into question for the foundation for the simple reason that the arch-
bishop would never release him at a time when a number of parishes had been or-
phaned of their priests. If Dr. von Essen thought of establishing the seminary in
Neuwerk, that too was impossible as long as the State’s laws regarding the Church re-
mained in force. A foundation in Germany was out of question. Any day a law or po-
lice action could bring the undertaking to an end. Under the present circumstances,
a  German mission seminary would be possible only across the border in Holland”
(Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, engl. ed., pp. 46-47).

Fr. arnold’s words seemed to have convinced Msgr. Raimondi that dr. von essen
could not start the mission seminary, and, as Msgr. von essen wrote to Fr. arnold on
november 16, 1874, the Prefect apostolic had told him so. since Msgr. Raimondi had
at first approved of Fr. von essen’s plans, von essen found the change in the Mon-
signor’s thinking most astonishing.  Msgr. Raimondi told Fr. von essen also that Fr.
arnold was of the opinion that he, von essen, pushed himself too much to the fore. in
his letter of november 16 already mentioned, Fr. von essen expressed his opinion
about that accusation and he quoted in French the words he had said to the Prefect
apostolic: “Oho, I say to myself! I push myself too much to the fore! Which reasons
does he give that I push myself too much to the fore? I don’t want anything for myself,
but everything for our dear Lord and the salvation of souls. I took the matter into my
own hands without knowing Fr. Janssen; on the other hand I was very much content
when I heard that he publishes his “Little Messenger” in order to work for the mis-
sions. And I stick to my work as long as Rome lets me do it.” Continuing in German,
he then wrote: “This was the answer which I gave Msgr. Raimondi with considerable
indignation” (Bornemann, Der Pfarrer von Neuwerk Dr. Ludwig von Essen ... p. 212).

Raimondi sows the seed

The topic of Msgr. Raimondi’s conversations with Fr. arnold was the establishment
of a mission seminary; however he did not make an express request to Fr. arnold to
start the mission house independently of Msgr. von essen (ibid., p. 88, footnote 2). He
rather sought to dispel the reservations Fr. arnold had regarding a possible coopera-
tion in founding the mission house. 

Fr. Arnold thought: i cannot possibly take part personally in the founding of the
seminary, because i myself do not have a vocation to the missions and i will not go to
the missions.   

Msgr. Raimondi laid that argument to rest by pointing out that it was also a voca-
tion to work in the homeland for the mission amongst non-Christians, not only by pray-
ing, writing, speaking, and raising funds, but also by organizing and directing.

Fr. Arnold’s second difficulty had been: in the proposed mission seminary, priests
who [because of the cultural struggle] were unemployed in germany were to be trained

for work in the missions. But his knowledge of the missions was mere book know-
ledge and was limited to the present. What could he do in a mission seminary?

Msgr. Raimondi, however, had a different idea of a mission seminary. He was thin-
king not only of priests, but also, and principally, of students who still had to finish
their philosophical and theological studies. They should study, not at a university, but
in a seminary set up especially for them. For such a seminary teachers would have to
be provided. This mission seminary should also include a minor seminary, a Latin
school. Perhaps an apostolic school of this kind for talented boys from poorer families
who were unable to provide their own tuition would, in the long run, produce most mis-
sionary priests (on all this: Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, engl. ed., pp. 47-48).

With his answers to Fr. arnold’s reservations and doubts Msgr. Raimondi had sown
the seed which would eventually produce fruit. For the time being, however, Fr. arnold
saw in Msgr. Raimondi’s words a call to pray in order to find god’s will. and pray he did.
Finally, around the end of august or beginning of september 1874 (ibid.,p.47), Fr. arnold
arrived at a decision and he said to himself:

If already for quite a while it has been high time to establish a mission house for
Germans, so this holy project has become more urgent right now. Because of the cul-
tural struggle newly ordained priests cannot be employed in Prussia. Therefore they
have to be given the opportunity to dedicate themselves to the work of the foreign
missions. Who should take up the foundation of the mission house? Those pastors
who are working in parishes must not leave them, because a successor would be
barred by the government from taking up his duties. Newly ordained priests are too
young for the job. Who should do it then? You have begun to write for the missions.
Writing is good, but it is not sufficient; one has also to work for them; therefore do it
yourself, take care of such a necessary project. You realize that the beginning has to
be made with an apostolic school which, starting with Latin, will teach every subject.
Since you have been teaching all high school subjects for 12 years, you cannot deny
the fact: your life so far has prepared you quite well for such a task. Therefore, accept
God’s will and begin the work courageously (cf. auf der Heide, “die Missionsgesellschaft” von
steyl [The Missionary society of steyl], steyl 1900, pp. 8-9).

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO

November 1, 1909. opening of the fourth general Chapter of the society of the 
divine Word in steyl (Bornemann, A History of Our Society, Analecta sVd – 54, Rome 1981, p. 12). The
chapter began with 22 members but the Regional superior of Brazil, Fr. Jos. schmid,
died on december 12, 1909 (nuntius sVd, no. 16, February 1910, p. 85).

November 5, 1909. on the birthday of the late Fr. arnold Janssen, the election of
his successor and new superior general of the society of the divine Word took place.
in the chronicle of the Cloistered sisters we read: “For the election of the superior
general and his councilors, the picture of the late Very Rev. Fr. superior general will
be placed in the chapter hall for which sr. M. Magdalene is making a beautiful wreath”
(Chronicle of the Cloistered sisters steyl, p. 223).
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