
The fourth candidate for the new mission house, seminarian Reichart, on “the

advice of his confessor … delayed doing so for some days” (Bornemann, Arnold

Janssen, Engl. edition, p. 64).

As Fr. Arnold had wished, Fr. Bill also notified him of the vow: “I immediately

wrote to Fr. Janssen that I had made the vow but at the same time, I expressed my

reservations about whether we would find a good balance in writing the constitu-

tions of the house” (Erinnerungen von Pfarrer Bill [Memoirs of Fr. Bill], unpublished manu-

script, p. 19). 

Arnold Janssen answered Fr. Bill’s letter on June 22, 1875:

“Dear Rev. Father!

I wrote to your Bishop already more than eight days ago without having received

an answer. He probably is waiting for a word from your side. Will you please be so

good and do it without delay. …

Mr. Ronck in Steyl is making belated difficulties regarding vacating the house;

however, I hope that everything will be settled. At the same time I ask you to be so

kind and tell me why his father did not sign the contract, as I had wished, but did

so himself [for he now speaks of lacking authorization].

Do not be afraid with regard to the organization or the life of the house, since

we have to strive for complete inner harmony in all these regards!

Pray for Mr. Anzer in Regensburg as well as for yourself so that, if it is God’s holy

will, you both will receive the necessary permission of your bishop. For him [Anzer]

it will be more difficult than for you. (Fr. Peter Bill, Korrespondenz [Correspondence), p.3-4).

He “seems to be such a generous soul and joined us in making the vow; Reichart’s

confessor had reservations, however. For my part, having obtained the approval of

Dr. von Essen, I concluded the purchase on 16 June. Thus in the future we will be

able to regard that day as our birthday.

Let us pray ardently to God that he may fill us more and more with a greater

knowledge of our sinfulness and nothingness and, at the same time, with great

trust in him in a spirit of generous devotion. Vivat Cor Jesu in Cordibus Nostris

[May the Heart of Jesus live in our Hearts] …” (in Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 68).

On June 29, 1875, Bishop Nikolaus Adames of Luxemburg gave the written

permission to Fr. Bill to join the new mission house (Fr. Peter Bill, Korrespondenz [Cor-

respondence], unpublished manuscript, p. 4). 
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June 16, 1875

At the request of Arnold Janssen, Fr. Peter Bill had travelled to Steyl on June 9,

1875 to have the sales contract for the new mission house signed there. 

Actually it was not the owner of the house, Nicolaus Ronck, who signed it on June

9, but his son J[ean]. N. Ronck, which led to complications later on.

Fr. Arnold signed the contract in Kempen on June 16, after having received the

consent of Msgr. von Essen for the purchase of the house. In a postscript to the

contract Fr. Arnold wrote:

After having received the consent of Rev. Fr. von Essen, having fulfilled this one

and only condition, today I for my part have once again definitively accepted the

aforementioned purchase under the conditions spelled out there.

Kempen, June 16, 1875 Arnold Janssen (H. Fischer, Arnold Janssen, Steyl 1919, p. 117).

This same June 16 is important for yet another reason.

For the Catholic Church “it was the 200th anniversary of the appearance of the

Divine Savior to Blessed Margareta Alacoque, when He requested the institution

of the feast of his most Sacred Heart. The Holy Father Pius IX had attached in-

dulgences to a prayer of consecration to the Divine Heart of Jesus” (Herm. auf der

Heide, Die Missionsgesellschaft von Steyl. Ein Bild der ersten 25 Jahre ihres Bestehehens [The

Mission Society of Steyl - A picture of the first 25 years of its existence], published by the Mis-

sionsdruckerei, Steyl, 1900, p. 34). Together with many Catholics, Fr. Arnold, Fr. Bill

and seminarian Anzer consecrated themselves to the Sacred Heart, each one in

the place where he was at the time. To this consecration they added a vow which

referred to the goals of the mission house. Unfortunately we do not have the exact

wording of the vow which Fr. Arnold made. However, we do have almost the com-

plete wording of the vow which seminarian Anzer made. On June 16 he wrote to

Fr. Arnold:

“Every time I receive a letter from your Reverence I am truly happy. Yes, I have

truly every reason for it; for from each new letter I get to know your paternal love

and care for me more and more. And, therefore, I am greatly obliged to you – 

I feel it very much – and I will strive as much as I can to live up to your expecta-

tions. However, I cannot do much; the Divine Heart, however, which even rewards
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a glass of water given out of love, will certainly repay you a thousand times for all

the good you are doing for me and that you are prepared to do for my relatives.

With regard to the latter, I will first turn to a few better off people. I will tell you the

result of that as soon as possible. 

On June 22 our Most Reverend Bishop will return to Regensburg from admin-

istering confirmation and then I will hand in to him my second request for the

dimissorial papers.

From your letter I saw the increase in our membership which gives me great joy.

I feel completely blessed by the events of today. Oh, what a joy it is to be able

to consecrate oneself totally to the Heart of Jesus! But will the Sacred Heart 

accept me? Let us hope so.

I based my prayer of consecration on the one you so graciously sent to me and

linked my vow to it. I am sending you a copy for your kind attention. 

Vivat cor Jesu in cordibus nostris [May the heart of Jesus live in our hearts]!”

Anzer’s vow of June 16 follows here:

“To this general prayer of consecration which your representative on earth

today graced with indulgences, O Jesus, I join the following vow to achieve a still

more intimate consecration:

In conformity with the fervent desires of your most Sacred Heart which seeks

in a special way to spread your holy kingdom on earth, today, prostrate before you,

my Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, I place my humble person totally, uncondi-

tionally and without self-interest, with all that I am and have, at the disposal of

your Divine Heart for the mission work of your holy church. I give you my body, so

that all my abilities will serve only you at the service of the missions. I give you my

intellect so that, supported by you, it will tend to the profane and sacred sciences,

but only so that it can glorify you all the more at the service of the missions; I give

you my soul, so that you may inflame it with the fire of your love, so that it will

readily take upon itself the difficulties of the apostolate and consume itself in the

loving service of the holy missionary work.

Out of love for you, O Divine Heart, I renounce all the temptations and joys of

this world which are nothing but deception and vanity; I renounce a pleasant and

quiet life, the prospects that life might offer me, honor and respect and all that

could make me well-liked in the world; out of love for you I forego my fatherland,

my acquaintances and friends, my poor mother and little sisters. O Heart! I en-

trust them to you, take care of them, you can do it best, protect them from the evil

of the world. – Yet, O sweetest Heart of my Savior, tell me, what can I still renounce,

what else can I offer to you? Yes, I still have something – myself, my will, my free-

dom. Oh, take everything, may it be consecrated to you joyfully, not only for a few

moments, days or years, no, but forever! And because I have renounced my free-

dom, in holy obedience towards my future spiritual superiors I will work in your

holy missionary service where and how it may please them.

At the same time, O most Sacred Heart of Jesus, I wish to assure you, as I have

often done already, of the purity of my intentions. You know I do not look for earthly

joys and sensual pleasure, not for vain honor and glory, but only the salvation of

my soul and the souls of so many others. Only your will do I seek to fulfill, it is the

highest norm of my life. O Divine Heart, let me recognize it today, on this your day

so full of grace; make your will known to me in a way that excludes any doubt. I

know only too well that of all human beings I am the least worthy to become an

instrument for the spread of your holy gospel. And precisely because I am so

deeply aware of my unworthiness, I tremble to think that it is your holy will that I

become a missionary and member of that German mission house which is just

coming into being. If it should not be your will, let the Most Rev. Bishop keep to his

decision and not release me under any circumstances from the diocese, and pre-

vent me from finding any support for my mother and sisters; however, should it be

your will then grant that the Most Rev. Bishop will sign the dimissorial letter at my

second request and that I will find some support for my relatives. You can fulfill my

plea, O Jesus! For you are the One who guides the hearts like streams of water, and

on this day you will answer the prayers of all your people. And may you, my dear-

est Mother of Perpetual Help, whose feast is celebrated today, obtain from your

Son’s Heart the fulfillment of my prayer.

If this last prayer is granted, then for my part I will fulfill two things:

1) In order to show my gratitude, I oblige myself sub gravi to publish the answer

to my prayer in the Messenger of the Divine Heart, where such answers to prayers

are recorded annually;

2) My above-mentioned vow shall then receive full validity and, after a retreat

of at least three days, it shall only be up to the confessor chosen for the general

confession to dispense me completely from this vow, in case he thinks that should

be done. (Now follows the conclusion of the prayer of consecration that you had

been so kind as to send to me.)

Regensburg, June 16, 1875, John Anzer…”

(Johannes B. Anzer +, Briefe aus dem Jahre 1875 an Arnold Janssen [Letters from 1875 to

Arnold Janssen], Verbum 3, 1961, pp.63-65; part of Anzer’s letter to Arnold Janssen from Alt,

Journey in faith, p.68).

“In conformity with the fervent desires of your most Sacred Heart” – these

words of the vow formula are also part of the vow formula which was used during

the first years of the mission house, as Fr. auf der Heide writes on p. 36 of his

book “Die Missionsgesellschaft von Steyl. Ein Bild der ersten 25 Jahre ihres Beste-

hens [The Mission Society of Steyl. A picture of the first 25 years of its existence].

Arnold Janssen will have spoken them as well on June 16, 1875. They have their

origin in the spirituality of the Apostleship of Prayer. To make the desires of Jesus

one’s own is one of the basic ideas of this apostolate.



About this first encounter Fr. Arnold continues: “I explained to him that I could

not accept him as a candidate at first, only as a carpenter. He should give the

matter some thought. If God were really calling him to be a missionary, it would

be easy for him to move my will to accept him as a candidate; he should, there-

fore, think it over. He went off; and when he returned, he said he would accept my

proposal. The superior of the Ursuline convent in Kempen, where I was chaplain,

agreed to keep him. So he remained there the first eight to fourteen days and

made the first kitchen cabinet in the convent workshop. In July he took it with him

to Steyl ...” (ibid., p. 70).

According to the anecdote told by Fr. Blum, Erlemann did not only work in the

carpenter’s workshop, but he also learned the first Latin words. Walking with Fr.

Arnold in the garden, the latter “tested his vocabulary” “and if Erlemann looked

around, he was loudly reprimanded with, ‘Eyes forward!’ The boarding school girls

who happened to be in the garden heard it and giggled” (ibid.).

The signing of the new sales contract

Fr. Arnold accepted Mr. Ronck’s time schedule for the Ronck family to vacate

the property. “On June 30, the feast of St. Paul, he ‘concluded the purchase trans-

action with Mr. Ronck in the presence of a notary in optima forma according to

which he had to vacate the out-buildings now, the main house on 1 August 1875

and the storehouse on 1 August 1876” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 69). 

Full of joy Fr. Arnold wrote to his brother John on July 2, 1875: “The mission

house is now safely and securely bought. It is situated in Steyl between the parish

church and the Maas, measuring 65 hectares (approx. 2 2/3 morgen), fifteen mi-

nutes west of Tegelen railway station, one hour south of Venlo, one and a quarter

hours west of Kaldenkirchen ...” (ibid.). 
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Msgr. Dr. von Essen and Arnold Janssen – further developments

On June 9, 1875 the sales contract for the new mission house in Steyl – a 

former inn – had been signed only by the son of the owner of the old inn, J. N.

Ronck, but not by Arnold Janssen. He was waiting for Msgr. Dr. von Essen’s 

consent to the contract. Having received it, Fr. Arnold signed the contract on 

June 16. 

Right from the first time that Msgr. von Essen and Arnold Janssen met in 1874

there had been tensions between them. Those tensions surfaced once again in

June 1875. In that month Fr. Arnold published the article “Schriftliche Erklärungen

kirchlicher Behörden, betreffend die Errichtung des Missionshauses für die Län-

der deutscher und niederländischer Zunge” (Written statements of ecclesiastical

authorities regarding the establishment of the mission house for German and

Dutch speaking countries) in his mission magazine “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” 

(Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart). The article began thus: “Because of the

number of the statements available, it will be impossible to publish all of them in

their entirety and we must limit ourselves to relating only the most eminent points.

Statements 1, 2, 3 and 11 were directed to Msgr. Dr. von Essen, parish priest of

Neuwerk in the archdiocese of Cologne, the others to the publisher of this maga-

zine, priest of the diocese of Muenster, formerly for 12 years teacher of Mathe-

matics and Natural Sciences at the Bocholt Junior High School. Initially the former

hoped to be able to start the project in his parish or in some other place in Ger-

many or Austria; the latter decided to begin with the project in Holland and to 

designate it also for Holland and connect an apostolic school with it. Since the

two teamed up, the statements directed to the two of them refer to the same pro-

ject.” The eleventh document which Fr. Arnold printed was the answer of Arch-

bishop Paulus Melchers of Cologne to a letter which Fr. Arnold and Msgr. von Essen

had written jointly to the Archbishop regarding the founding of the mission house.

Since Msgr. von Essen was a priest of the Cologne archdiocese, he had signed

the letter in the first place and the Archbishop’s answer of March 20, 1875 had

been directed to him. At the end of the letter the Archbishop addressed Msgr. von
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“I can only rejoice when a German - Dutch house for the foreign mis-

sions will be established. Perhaps it pleases God to use the storm against

the church in Germany in favor of the foreign missions. That Rev. Fr. Arnold

Janssen has the vocation to carry out such a project seems to follow clearly

from the documents which he submitted. May God bless the project .“

(Bishop Franz Joseph Rudigier, Bishop of Linz (Austria), May 10, 1875)

(Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart), No. 6, June 1875, p. 48).



Essen with these words: “Wishing your project from the bottom of my heart 

God’s blessing, I regret not to be able to grant to your Reverence the release from

your office of parish priest.” To these words of the Archbishop Fr. Arnold added in

brackets: “The latter was  and could not be requested because of the situation the

church is in; instead Fr. von Essen reserved to himself the support of the project,

which therefore will rest at first on someone else’s shoulders, financially and in 

important matters with his advice.” It seems that Msgr. von Essen did not like the

[by JO] underlined words and informed Fr. Arnold of it (Bornemann, Der Pfarrer von

Neuwerk, Dr. Ludwig von Essen und seine Missionspläne [The Parish Priest of Neuwerk, Dr.

Ludwig von Essen, and his Mission Plans], St. Augustin, Steyler Verlag, 1967, p. 102). In reply

on June 18, 1875 Fr. Arnold wrote a letter to him, the text of which, as edited by

Bornemann, originates “from a draft which was corrected many times and is 

difficult to read” (ibid., footnote 3):

Striving for humility asks only that one judge one’s own person unfavorably in

as much as that is more or less in line with the obvious truth. It does not require

us to act against the rules of prudence. And so in fact I would not have been able

to let myself give you more than I have conceded to you… For this reason… I beg

the good Lord that he will fill you with a far greater mistrust of your own person and

the perfect purity of your intentions, and please spare me from having to prove to

you with the aid of individual examples that this request is justified. Please, do not

take this as an assertion that in this and that you were just seeking yourself. I have

never claimed that. It just displeases me that in this regard you yourself have no

greater distrust towards yourself …I believe that this is a matter of greatest  im-

portance and I ask you out of humility to give some weight to my words. –

Concerning myself, it consoles me in some way that I often so strongly feel my

own inadequacy for the project which I have started, that I can only move ahead

trusting in God’s providence and I ask the dear Lord, that He will let me feel this

still more and more yet so that it will be possible for His divine majesty to do with

us according to the fullness of His mercy. …

P.S. In order to avoid misunderstandings it will perhaps be good to add still the

following. Wrong self-love is an enemy which only dies with our death and which

has to be overcome mainly through fear. Whoever does not fear this enemy is al-

ready defeated. How little do people work in God’s house only for God’s sake,

without petty concern for one’s own person. That is why there is often so little

blessing! For this reason it will be one of my main concerns to make these prin-

ciples, which I indicated, a cornerstone of our house and I ask you to support me

in this regard with your prayer so that I myself will observe what I tell others” (ibid.,

pp. 102-103). 

It was in that year 1875 that Msgr. von Essen had begun to publish his own lit-

tle magazine, the “St. Joseph’s magazine”. From June 1875 on it carried articles

about the future mission house. The first article was his essay “Germany and the

foreign missions” which he had already published in 1874 in the “Gladbacher 

Volkszeitung” [the Gladbach Peoples’ Newspaper] and in the “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-

Bote” [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart], however without mentioning his

name and position. In June 1875 he gave  up this anonymity and mentioned him-

self with his title “parish priest of Neuwerk.”

The need for a new sales contract  and the first pupil

On June 9, 1875 Mr. J. N. Ronck had signed the sales contract for the mission

house; however, then some difficulties arose concerning the Ronck family’s 

vacating the property. On June 19, 1875 Mr. Ronck wrote to Arnold Janssen, that

only the out-buildings (the shed, etc.) would be available for the mission seminary

in July, the main building in August 1875 and the storehouse in August 1876. 

“Otherwise, ‘Reverend Sir, keep your money and we will keep the house’” (Borne-

mann, Arnold Janssen (Engl. ed.), p. 64).

These words of Mr. Ronck meant that a new sales contract had to be signed.

However, before that happened, a young man appeared on Fr. Arnold’s doorstep

in Kempen, to join the new mission house as a student of the apostolic school. His

name was Heinrich Erlemann, born on March 5, 1852. In the register of the apos-

tolic school’s students (1875-1906) he was given the number “1”, that means he

is considered the first pupil of the new mission house. As date of entry June 24,

1875 is given, the day when he met Fr. Arnold in Kempen. Fr. Arnold himself tells

us the story of Erlemann’s coming to Kempen:

“Mr. Erlemann, the first resident and candidate, was born in Waldersloh,

Beckum District, Diocese of Muenster. By profession he was a church furniture

maker and a sculptor. Even when he was young, he always wanted to be a mis-

sionary and resolutely held on to this idea no matter how often his father told him

it was out of the question. Since his time for military service was drawing near, he

decided to go to America to pursue  his goal there. He had made preparations for

the journey and already bought the ticket. On the way to Hamburg or Bremen he

went to Muenster, Westphalia, to visit Mr. Eikenbrock (also from Wadersloh) who

was in the Borromaeum College. The latter told him about the proposed mission

house. Erlemann immediately decided to visit me and came directly from Muen-

ster to Kempen via Geldern. It was the feast of St. John the Baptist” (Alt, Journey in

Faith, p. 70).

When Erlemann entered Fr. Arnold’s room he was “working at his desk without

looking up and invited Erlemann to take a seat. Erlemann immediately sat on the

sofa. When the Rector turned around and noticed this ‘presumption’, he invited Er-

lemann to sit on a chair saying, ‘You could have sat on a chair’ (anecdote, related by

Fr. Nikolaus Blum SVD, in ibid., footnote 108). 



The  new Mission House

“However, where do we now find the mission house itself?

Don’t be shocked, dear friend, who perhaps have come here with all kinds

of splendid ideas in your mind, when I show you between the church of Steyl

and the river Maas a house painted over with green, lime paint, 46 meters

long; of which only 16½ meters have two-storeys, with eight windows in the

front. The other 29½ meters, together with a small additional building of 3½

meters width, are one-storey and, besides three rather bad doors and some

small windows which had fallen into decay, have 2 wide doorways such as you

see in farm barns.

The longer, one-storey part is the out-building, consisting of stable, barn

and brewery. Its walls are about 11 feet high, thin and dilapidated. They af-

ford important rooms; but it will be quite an art to make something useful out

of it without investing much, which the building is  not worth. Things are much

better with the two-storey residential building which has eight windows at both

the front and the back and ten rooms in all. This part will have to be completely

taken into use at first; however, we hope also to be able to make relatively

good use of the out-buildings for some time to come, particularly since such

an institution, if it continues to grow, will soon need many rooms, and new

buildings cannot be immediately built nor can they straightaway be lived in.  

That dear Reader is the German – Dutch Mission House; it is like the pro-

ject itself, which is only just coming into being and which awaits from the 

future what it is to become.

In this it is certainly like the newborn child whose whole hope lies in the fu-

ture, and which at first is only great in its needs. And as you gladly allow him

to cry to make his needs known, one may also understand the great needs of

this young child in order to give him a helping hand.Even if a child is weak and

in need of help, it still has the potential to grow eventually into a strong man.

Hopefully we, too, are not totally lacking in this potential.” An advantage of the

new mission house is that it is surrounded

by a vegetable garden and a good number

of trees “so that there is not only space

for necessary extensions, but also kitchen

needs are met and people can go for a

stroll. Furthermore, there is the absolutely

beautiful location at the Maas which here

has high banks with lush meadows. ...”
(To be continued)

The Mission House 1875
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In our “Arnoldus Family Story” we have already heard of Steyl as the home

of the new mission house. Arnold Janssen informed the readers of his mission

magazine “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart) of

the name “Steyl” only in the magazine’s July 1875 issue, after the sales con-

tract for the house had been signed. 

In the article “Das neue Missionshaus der auswärtigen Missionen für

Deutschland, Österreich und die Niederlande” [The new mission house for for-

eign missions for Germany, Austria and the Netherlands] he described for his

readers where Steyl was located and how they could get there, as well as what

kind of building the new mission house was. This issue of “The Arnoldus Fam-

ily Story” will bring a few excerpts from this article.

The New Mission House for Foreign Missions 

for Germany, Austria and the Netherlands

Prayer for the new mission house

Arnold Janssen began the article with a prayer for the new mission house

which at the same  time sounds like a vision statement:

“On the graced day of June 16th of this year, a hitherto provisional sales

contract became final. It concerns the future German – Austrian – Dutch  mis-

sion house. With God’s help it has finally gained a piece of land along with a

few bricks and thus a dwelling place, in regard to which one can pray:  

‘ Lord, look graciously upon this new holy place which is not destined  for

profit or ordinary earthly interests but for the highest act here on earth. It is to

be dedicated to You, the supreme Lord of the universe Himself, it is to serve

the spread of your divine kingdom unto the farthest pagan countries. Here you

are to reign, totally and fully according to the principles of your holy and sanc-

tifying doctrine.- Here men are to grow up who are completely consecrated to

you, body and soul, with their money and possessions, totally, until their last

breath – men who, following in the footsteps of the holy apostles and so many

missionaries of other countries undertake, without regard for their own honour,
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their own safety and comfort, yes with the gift of their own life, to carry the ho-

nour of the divine name and the light of your saving doctrine to those peoples

who are still in the darkness of spiritual death and who are waiting for the

coming of the spiritual helpers, waiting already  for so long. What a great and

holy thought! May the Lord who gave grace to the initiative and the beginning,

grant that grace is  not lacking for the completion, and that all pious people

help us towards that end with prayers and donations; because without their

help, those who have begun the project are powerless’.”

Where is the new mission house to be found?

“But now, what kind of a house is it and where on earth can it be found?”

With this question Fr. Arnold continues his article. At that time he himself lived

in Kempen and, therefore, he first gave a short description of the district of

Kempen and then he wrote:

“At present Kempen is surrounded by railways from five directions and 

easily accessible.”

From Cologne, “the great traffic centre of northwestern Germany to where

all roads lead,” one gets by train “in 1½ to 1²/³ hours to Kempen… From Kem-

pen … a side railway track leads West to Venlo in Holland.

From Kempen to Venlo it is a short, pleasant journey through the northern

part of the district of Kempen, and soon one arrives …. at the last Prussian

town of Kaldenkirchen and from there it goes to Venlo. 

Venlo is already a town with a true Dutch character. All the signs are in the

Dutch language; … but a German can manage there easily. The currency most

in circulation is German. Many German railway officials are stationed there.

German is understood everywhere and some [Dutch people] are even able to

answer in German. Foreigners are treated in a friendly manner, the priest is

greeted by everybody, even by the military; for Venlo, like the whole region,

that is the Dutch provinces of Limburg (diocese of Roermond) and North Bra-

bant (diocese of Hertogenbosch), is a Catholic town and is proud to be

Catholic. Venlo is not very big; the town population is over 8000, the parish has

around 10,000 souls; but it seems to have a future. Since the Dutch State ex-

tended the National Railway here and built a bridge across the river Maas, the

town’s importance grows year by year. At present Venlo has become a true rail-

way junction, … The three big railway companies of Northwestern Germany,

the Cologne-Minden (Venlo-Hamburg), the Rhenish and the Bergisch-

Maerkisch companies,  have reached out until here, in order to connect with

the Dutch railway network. ….

In addition there is the Maas water route which, coming from Metz, Liege,

Maastricht and Roermond, passes Venlo, joins the Rhine further on in Holland

and flows near Rotterdam into the sea. Because of all these connections Venlo

is easily accessible from Holland as well as from Germany.

It is near to this town where hopefully the beginning is to be made with the

mission house, which for a long time has been generally recognized as nec-

essary. Dear Reader, please accompany me from Venlo one hour southwards

to the small village of Steyl.”

From Venlo to Steyl

“Steyl” is the name of the place where the new mission house will be 

located. Let us follow Arnold Janssen on the way from Venlo to Steyl. He writes:

“Imagine we had come [to Venlo] with the Rhenish railway from Cologne

via Kempen or with the Bergisch - Maerkisch from Paderborn, Duesseldorf,

Trier, Luxembourg or Aachen via [Mönchen] Gladbach or with the Venlo-Ham-

burg railway from Osnabrueck or Muenster via Wesel, then in Venlo we first

have to go through customs. But that is not all that bad if you don’t carry any-

thing on which customs and excise duty is imposed. Nobody is asked to pre-

sent his passport. …

Once we have passed customs, we can immediately travel with the Dutch

National Railway to Tegelen which is only 15 minutes from Steyl. However,

when the weather is good, it is as pleasant to take the one hour walk to that

little village of Steyl. If you wish, you can make a detour through friendly Venlo.

Otherwise you turn left immediately, passing the Dutch National Railway and

leaving Venlo to your right. In that way you soon reach that spot where the

southbound, beautiful national route leaves the town. Having arrived here you

turn left and follow the route to the south. At the same time you have time to

look around to the right and to the left. Immediately to your right you now have

the river Maas. Whilst you usually don’t see it, since it is lying too low, you do

notice all the more clearly the bridge across the Maas and on the other side

the village of Blerick. The Dutch National route… leads after about a half hour

walk to the village of Tegelen. … Having left the village of Tegelen we see to our

right a nice, friendly tower: it is the church tower of Steyl, the pride of every in-

habitant of this place. From Tegelen you reach Steyl in 20 minutes. A pretty

field path leads there…”

Steyl

“Steyl is a small place, numbering perhaps not even 500 inhabitants. It be-

longs to the parish of Tegelen and the Tegelen mayoral district includes the

villages of Tegelen and Steyl together. However, Steyl has  its own church with

a rector for the church services, as well as its own school and its own teacher.”

There is also a road which leads from Steyl to Kaldenkirchen “which is only a

good hour away”.    



The Picpus Congregation was founded in 1800 during the French Revolution.

Its official name in Latin is “Congregatio Sacrorum Cordium Jesu et Mariae nec-

non adorationis perpetuae Sanctissimi Sacramenti Altaris”, short SSCC. In English

their name is “Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary and of the

Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.” Their name, as we

see, includes perpetual adoration as part of their life.

In his memoirs Fr. Peter Bill wrote that he had told Fr. Arnold about his anxiety

for the future. In response Fr. Arnold wrote on July 23, 1875:

“You wrote you would like to hear something from Kempen. Perhaps I would like

even more to hear something from Buschrodt [Fr. Bill’s place of residence]. Also I

understand the dark clouds quite well. One easily thinks: You know what you have;

what you will get, however, is still so uncertain. However, in my opinion God’s will

for you can no longer be in doubt. Let us hold on to it and let us remember that

God wishes only what is good and best for us. I myself also had my time of tough

struggles, when I felt as if I had to let myself be crucified if I continued the work.

In addition there was physical misery and much that was disagreeable. But it

seemed to me that I would act contrary to God’s holy will if I gave up the work.

Therefore I have kept to it and I have continued to work for it; and I do not doubt,

that our dear Lord wants this work and that he is the true agens [the one who

acts], who does not find it below his dignity to use our poor powers for this purpose

(see Peter Bill, Correspondence, unpublished German written manuscript, p. 5).

Fr. Arnold then mentions that the Paris mission seminary agreed to a visit by

members of the future mission house; that, however could happen only on Octo-

ber 2 at the earliest, since there were still holidays at that time. He continues:

“Our good carpenter Heinrich is valiantly at work. He made the kitchen cabinets

here. Now he is busy with a desk and it is possible that these first fruits of his

work are for you. We made the drawings together here and he has converted the

very last room of the outbuilding in Steyl into a comfortable workshop.

I hope God will soon send us a cook and then you [Fr. Bill] must be prepared

to come over here soon” (Alt, Journey in Faith, pp. 71-72). Fr Arnold himself had given

the Ursulines notice of his resignation as their chaplain, so he also wrote.

To find a cook turned out to be easy. For on July 24, 1875

Fr. Arnold’s youngest brother John informed him that their

brother, Capuchin Brother Juniperus, would like to join

Arnold Janssen in  Steyl, since the Capuchins had to leave

their monastery in Muenster because of the Kulturkampf

(cultural battle) (see ibid., p. 72). Bro. Juniperus was a cook.
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The New Mission House for Foreign Missions 

for Germany, Austria and the Netherlands (cont.)

In the March 2011 issue of ‘The Arnoldus Family Story’ we read excerpts from

the article “The New Mission House for Foreign Missions for Germany, Austria and

the Netherlands” which Arnold Janssen had published in July 1875 in his mission

magazine “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” – “Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart”. We

begin this new issue of ‘The Arnoldus Family Story’ with the continuation of that

article.

Arnold Janssen had presented Steyl as the place for the new mission house

and he had praised “the absolutely beautiful location on the Maas, which here

has high banks with lush meadows and where directly opposite, a short distance

from the river, one can see the village of Baarlo.” Then Fr. Arnold continued:

“In some respects we would have preferred it if we could have found some-

thing suitable closer to Venlo and Kaldenkirchen. However, since that was not the

case and since we unfortunately lack the power to create, we will begin here in

God’s name and for the time being we will be content with what divine goodness

has granted us here. Even though it is not a castle or a palace with huge shiny

rooms, it is, nevertheless, a house meant to be lived in. 

And even though there are some rooms adjacent to it which earlier served to

house animals, if we know how to make them comfortable, we will not reject these

rooms, since the founder of our holy religion saw the light of day for the first time

in similar rooms. Yes, should precisely this small beginning not be a reminder to

love the small and outwardly inconspicuous everywhere and always and to be

happy whenever we can to show this, without detriment to suitability. For the time

being we certainly want to be content with what Divine Providence sent us, 

remembering how poorly a missionary in a foreign country is lodged. What the

happy further development of the holy work will soon compellingly demand is cer-

tainly another matter, and in that regard, trusting in Divine Providence and the

charity of the faithful, we will perhaps soon have to take another step. 

“This much, dear reader, I have now told you about the German mission house.

Hopefully that will be sufficient for the time being. Pray fervently for it, however, so

VOLUME 5 |  No.4 |  APRIL 2011

Secretariat Arnold Janssen Steyl

Divine Word Missionaries





that those who live there will not fall behind in the great task which will be given

to them. In no. 6 [of the Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart]I told you of the

blessing of the Holy Father and of so many most reverend bishops in Germany,

Austria and the Netherlands – that is of those countries which all will be present

already at the foundation; now you must help ensure that this blessing will be 

followed by the divine blessing, and do not forget the words of our Lord which we

will be allowed to apply to ourselves here, insofar they apply to us, without our

wanting to claim anything great for ourselves:

Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 

welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name

of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a right-

eous person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the

righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little

ones in the name of a disciple – truly I tell you, none of these will lose their

reward.

“How the kind reader will understand ‘to welcome’, we can leave up to him.

We just wish to remark that with the purchase [of the mission house] our means

are exhausted, and thus St. Joseph, whom we have asked to be our benevolent

foster father, must help us further through the mediation of good people. Right

now we have nothing but the bare walls and we can only set out along our path

when Christian charity has decorated it with its good deeds. 

“How much will still be needed for our livelihood, for the chapel, kitchen,

clothes, linen, beds and the necessary supplies, library and classroom not ex-

cluded, in particular, however, for a new  building which will most probably already

soon be necessary!

“May Christian charity not abandon us, and may the rich and noble people not

lag behind the middle classes.”

In a footnote to the needs mentioned in the article Fr. Arnold writes:

“We would request Catholic book shops in Germany, Austria and the Nether-

lands to make available to us, so that we could build up a library, one to three free

copies of all books drawn from in their publishers, if possible also the publisher’s

catalogue. If, however, sending the books is too expensive, we ask them to kindly

make the publisher’s catalogue available to us for a provisional selection. We will

not fail to publically thank the kind donors. For this so eminently Catholic and na-

tional work, which … is free of any political overtones and which is destined to free

us Catholics from the shame we feel when we compare ourselves to other Catholic

countries and even the Protestants of Germany, we feel we may permit ourselves

to make this appeal to their Catholic ethos, as well as the request for the afore-

mentioned small sacrifice….” (In the light of other Catholic countries and even the

German Protestants having mission houses for training their missionaries, Fr.

Arnold saw the fact that Germany did not have its own Catholic mission house for

training Catholic German missionaries as a disgrace. The new mission house in

Steyl was to remove that disgrace from Germany.)

Fr. Arnold continues:

“We are making the request for the library now, because we will need one 

immediately; it is for the teachers in the house who are to educate the future 

missionaries and its main purpose will be the very necessary cultivation of Chris-

tian science demanded by the present circumstances – and at the same time we

need to be able to decide what rooms we will need for the library in the new buil-

ding that is soon becoming necessary. Our dear Lord will reward everything.”

Preparations during the month of July 1875 

for the opening of the Mission House in Steyl

None of the future residents of the mission house had any experience of life in

a mission house, and so on July 1, 1875 Fr. Arnold wrote to Fr. Bill in Luxemburg:

“I was thinking it might be a good idea for one or two of us to spend a learning 

period in an established mission house; I intend to inquire at the seminary of the

Paris Foreign Missions. Would you be so kind as to tell me whether you, too, agree

with this” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 71).

During this time Fr. Arnold was not alone in Kempen. With him was – as al-

ready mentioned earlier - the carpenter Heinrich Erlemann who wanted to become

a priest and missionary; first, however, he had to do carpentry work. On July 12,

1875 he moved to Steyl and “became the first resident” there. “He set up his

workshop in the annex which had already been vacated, … He had to live in the

village until the main building of the inn was no longer occupied” (Bornemann, Arnold

Janssen, Engl. ed., transl. John Vogelgesang, Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975, p. 65). On July

18, his first Sunday in Steyl, Erlemann wrote to Fr. Arnold. “He wrote about the

people in Steyl and Tegelen, their reserved piety, their industriousness and his

own modest attempts to set up the carpentry workshop” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 71).

He complained that the Steyl people seemed to charge very much for those who

came from elsewhere. “First of all I note that seventy cents is a high price for the

food and I have already wondered if it would not be cheaper if I cooked for myself”
(H. Erlemann, Der erste Brief eines “Steylers” aus Steyl [The first letter of a “Steyl missionary”

from Steyl], in Verbum 3, 1961, p. 93).

On this July 18, 1875 Fr. Arnold made the following interesting remark 

regarding the new mission house in a letter to the prioress of the Nazareth Ado-

ration Convent in Tegelen: “Regarding the institute, so far we have been thinking

of taking the Third Order of St. Dominic as the foundation and introducing some

kind of perpetual adoration in the manner of the Picpus Congregation as soon as

possible. “ He added the request, “to consider how much we beginners need

prayer in order to achieve even only partially the great goal before us” (Alt, Journey

in Faith, p. 71).



“In the first days of the current month of August a house for the first beginning of

the mission institute will be bought near Venlo, that is in Steyl, municipality of Tegelen.

The work is very important and has a lot of consequences. It can only be directed

by a priest who excels because of  his humility, science and knowledge of the world and

who has the confidence of his priestly confreres. 

Until now the work does not have such a man; let  us therefore pray that the Lord

God in his mercy will soon send a suitable person” (Fritz Bornemann SVD, Der Pfarrer von

Neuwerk Ludwig von Essen  und seine Missionspläne [The parish priest of Neuwerk Ludwig von Essen and

his mission plans], Steyler Verlag St. Augustin, 1967, p. 106). Bornemann commented on these

words like this: “This he [von Essen] wrote about that priest whom he, through his sig-

nature under the letter of March 17, 1875 to his Archbishop had practically recog-

nized as Rector of the mission house. A few days after the publication of this dismissive

judgment in his parish magazine, the parish priest [Fr. von Essen] was to sign together

with Fr. Arnold 25  letters to bishops in Germany and Austria and in that way he once

again virtually recognized A. Janssen as Rector” (ibid. footnote 1).

On August 4, the feast of St. Dominic, the new mission house was finally bought.

Fr. Arnold and Fr. Peter Bill, who in the meantime had come from Luxembourg to Kem-

pen, travelled from Kempen to Venlo. There they were joined by the Austrian semi-

narian Francis Xavier Reichart who had come from Louvain; he also intended to join

the new mission house. “In the presence of the notary, Clerckx, in Blerick, the house

was registered under Fr. Bill’s name” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Engl. edition, Arnoldus Press

Manila, 1975, p. 65). At the same time the sale price was paid. Reichart went from the 

notary’s office to Steyl where the carpenter Erlemann was already living and working.

Erlemann gave up his room in the village and Reichart and Erlemann “spent the night

of 4 August on the new property, the first to sleep in the seminary. From that time on

they also did their own cooking” (ibid., p. 66).
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TOWARDS THE OPENING OF THE MISSION HOUSE – 

Further developments July / August 1875

July 26 – From Kempen Arnold Janssen writes to Fr. Peter Bill in Luxembourg

“Dear Father!

Yesterday, in response to my application, I was granted duty-free import of my be-

longings to Steyl, as well as of all other things which I hopefully will still get by begging.

Today I started with that, in a local inn here I was able to buy rather cheaply a nice

cooking stove together with 2 big copper kettles, and on Friday the first load will go

“gratis for the love of God” to Steyl” (Peter Bill, Korrespondenz [Correspondence], p.6)

Fr. Arnold then talks about his younger brother, the Capuchin brother Juniperus

Janssen:

“My brother, up to now a Capuchin brother in Muenster, cook, gardener and expe-

rienced mendicant who has to move [due to the Kulturkampf] has offered his services

as a domestic servant; I believe we could well use him. So I have accepted him, first

for one year, and on condition that his provincial and my colleagues agree. Good and

useful as he may be, out of consideration for the others I would prefer a stranger. So

I added the last condition and intend to show him no special consideration, as I’ve al-

ready told him” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 72).

Fr. Arnold’s remark that out of consideration for the others he would have preferred

a stranger was quite justified as Fr. Bill himself proves. In his memoirs he writes that

he thought that Br. Juniperus had spied on him. “It seems that the Capuchin brother

was afraid that I would diminish the respect for his brother even more or I wanted to

take his place… He (the Franciscan brother) never trusted me fully; unfortunately I

then did not recognize it immediately (Peter Bill, Erinnerungen [Memoirs], p. 21).

Finally, Fr. Arnold informed Fr. Bill that August 4, the feast of St. Dominic, would be

the date of purchase of the new mission house and he continued:

“Since the money had been transferred to me and after much consultation I know

no better and no other course open to me, (since  we three hardly know each other

and therefore to register in the name of all three might lead to very awkward situations)

I intend to register the house in my own name and immediately leave it to one of you

in a will. Tell me if you agree with this course of action. Or maybe you will have some

better suggestion” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 72).
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Franz Xaver Reichart

Heinrich Erlemann



Having received Fr. Bill’s answer Fr. Arnold wrote to him once again on July 28:

“I just received your letter. I am happy that you agree to come over here some time.

There is still so much to deliberate on; and I don’t like to have to decide everything on

my own. On August 3 I would like to have a get-together in the mission house and to

invite you, Mr. Reichart and Fr. Smorenburg [former Dutch missionary to China who had

agreed to teach Chinese to future China missionaries]. There are so many agenda

items. If it is at all possible leave [Luxembourg] on Monday and travel through to 

Kempen. Let me know immediately if you can come, for Fr. Smorenburg will definitely

not come if he is not sure of finding a constitutive meeting here. – Mr. Anzer from 

Regensburg has not yet received the permission of his bishop. From Luxemburg 

Professor Hengesch of the seminary, a person who is most interested in the project,

enrolled two boys for the apostolic school. I must stop here so that I can still post the

letter …” (Peter Bill, Korrespondenz [Correspondence], pp. 6-7).

Since Fr. Bill did not answer this letter immediately, Fr. Arnold wrote to him on July 31:

“Dear Father,

Until now I have not received any news in response to my letter of a few days ago.

On August 4 (Wednesday) legal transaction will take place; please [come] immediately

on Monday, Tuesday morning at the latest (departure from Ettelbrück to Pepinster 8:7

am), 1:4 pm at the outside if need be.

From Ettelbrück 1:4 pm. At Pepinster 4:6 pm. At Aachen  7:51 pm, from Aachen 8 pm.

At Mönchengladbach 9:45 pm, from Mönchengladbach 10:5. At Anrath 10:25.

Anrath is a station between Mönchengladbach and Kempen, 1½ hours from 

Kempen, country road via Vorst” (ibid., p. 7).

“I am up until 12 midnight. I now feel it would perhaps be best to register the 

house in your name and I will give you the money for it. You could be naturalized as

Dutch. Come over so we can make a decision; write immediately and tell me if your are

coming”(Alt, Journey in Faith, pp.72-73).

On July 26, Fr. Arnold had written that the mission house should be registered in

his own name; five days later he had completely changed his opinion: the house was

to be registered in Fr. Bill’s name.

Fr. Bill did not know the reasons for this change, and so he commented on it in his

memoirs with these words: “I always believed that through this [registering the house

in my name] Rev. Janssen wanted to bind me closer to the house and the project, 

or did he begin to fear that I would not come, that I didn’t like it anymore since I did

not always answer and write punctually at the right time?” (Peter Bill, Erinnerungen

[Memoirs], p. 22).

However, Fr. Arnold had different reasons for changing his mind, as Fr. Alt points out

in his biography of Arnold Janssen: “He got information – exactly when is unclear – of

an official letter of the Commissar of Limburg to the Mayor of Tegelen with reference

to laws affecting foreign priests in Holland. That is probably the reason he changed his

plans” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 72). That could also have been the reason for his suggestion

that Fr. Bill should take up Dutch citizenship. As we learn from a letter of Fr. Arnold to

the secretary of the Bishop of Roermond from August 1, he had also asked the Dutch

priest Fr. Smorenburg if he would agree to let the house be registered in his name;

however he refused. Janssen himself did not want to give up his German citizenship.

Fr. Alt also points out that Fr. Arnold experienced almost daily how quickly the State

passed laws enabling it to take over  monasteries or other church institutions. He

wanted to prevent this from happening to the mission house, and so on August 1 he

submitted the following plan to the secretary of the Bishop of Roermond:

“It is clearly our responsibility to safeguard this property against possible seculari-

zation. Consequently it must be private property. I have thought out the following. I

will have it registered in the name of my colleague, Fr. Bill, in whom I have the grea-

test confidence, especially because of his humility. He pays for it; however, I lend him

the money, that is, the donations received; and he gives me a promissory note. To

cover me, this promissory note will be deposited with his Lordship, the Bishop of Roer-

mond or someone designated by him. At the same time, Fr. Bill will make a will and be-

queath the house to me. If he dies, I will present the promissory note and show that

the value of the legacy is absolutely zero and thus I will  have no estate duties to pay.

I then make a further will and the bishop’s deputy will pass on the alms received to

the future heir as his property. The latter lends them to whoever is the owner at the

time, who thus becomes his debtor, but the promissory note will be deposited back

with Monsignor [Paredis] or someone designated by him.”

Fr. Arnold then asks the secretary to present this plan to Bishop Paredis to get his

approval. “There is no question about the trustworthiness of Fr. Bill (in this respect

please find enclosed a letter from the Bishop of Luxembourg); it is only a question of

the procedure. I think Fr. Bill will agree. It is actually a sacrifice for him; he would be-

come the owner of the estate but also owe, perhaps, a much higher sum. (Fr. Smoren-

burg has just refused). I also intend to ask Fr. Bill to become naturalized as a

Dutchman in order to safeguard this holy undertaking even further. (I myself  have to

keep a foothold in Germany; for me to give up my nationality is out of the question.)”

In case Fr. Bill did not agree to the plan or did not show up, Fr. Arnold asked  for a

statement “whether it would be good if I perhaps register it [the mission house] in my

own name”(see Alt, Journey in Faith, pp. 73-74).

On August 2 Bishop Paredis of Roermond “gave his approval for this procedure

and required that the promissory note be deposited with the seminary administration”

(ibid., p.74).

Fr. Arnold had written his letter on August 1, and on August 2 the Bishop gave his

approval. From that “it seems AJ himself took the letter to Roermond (1 August was a

Sunday); otherwise the confirmation by the bishop on 2 August would hardly have

been possible” (ibid., p. 73 footnote 120).

That very August 1, the day on which Fr. Arnold had written his letter to the secre-

tary of the Bishop of Roermond, the parish priest Msgr. Dr. von Essen published a new

edition of his parish magazine in the parish of Neuwerk, the St. Joseph magazine. He

reported the recommendations for the new mission house in Steyl by a number of

bishops; however, he finally wrote words which show that he had neither faith nor trust

in Fr. Arnold:



The discussion about the introduction of the rule of the Third Order of St. Dominic

continued in written communications; on August 12, Fr. Bill ended the discussion by

finally agreeing “that the Third Order Rule be given a trial to determine whether ‘the

experience of our mission seminary would prove it to be suitable and useful’ ” (ibid., p. 68).

Also on August 12, Msgr. Dr. von Essen answered Fr. Arnold’s earlier letter. 

“Regarding file A [the petition to the bishops] I have no comment.” He did make a few

remarks regarding smoking and taking snuff: “To forbid smoking and taking snuff

might be too strict; at least taking snuff has become so common that the earlier ex-

communication, which was connected with it, surprises us more than it pleases us.

Smoking is already more worldly. A middle way might be the best” (Bornemann, Der Pfar-

rer von Neuwerk Dr. Ludwig von Essen und seine Missionspläne [The parish priest of Neuwerk Dr. Ludwig

von Essen and his mission plans], St. Augustin, 1967, pp. 108-109).

Having received Msgr. von Essen’s letter, Fr. Arnold sent the draft of the letter to the

bishops “together with the list of the names of twenty-five bishops and a diocesan ad-

ministrator” to seminarian Reichart in Steyl with the request: “Write this out elegantly

and completely twenty-six times with the exception of the blue part in brackets [the list

of addressees] and send it to me on Sunday through Heinrich [Erlemann]. I will sign

and forward it” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 77).

ARNOLD JANSSEN’S FURTHER ACTIVITIES IN PREPARATION FOR STEYL

Arnold Janssen had begun with preparations for his move from Kempen to Steyl.

On July 23, 1875 he had notified the Ursuline Sisters in Kempen, whose chaplain he

was, that he would leave them at the end of August (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Engl. ed., p. 68).

On August 9, 1875 he wrote to Miss Wolters in Venlo who was to become a great

benefactress of the Mission House: “I hereby order four beds of the kind you already

supplied:

length 185 cm inside

breadth 80 cm inside.

I request delivery of the first two soon, the other two for 1 September”
(Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 79).

On an undated memory slip, Fr. Arnold jotted down his thoughts about the beds:

“The beds were to have straw mattresses, 180 cm long, 80 cm wide and 24 cm thick.

The straw was to be as it comes out of a threshing machine. The specifications for the

cotton covers were 160 cm wide, 235 cm long, with the result: ‘Thus on each side the

cover hangs down 18 cm’ ” (ibid.).

Finally: From his election as provisional superior on, Arnold Janssen referred to

himself as “RECTOR” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Engl. ed., Manila, 1975, p. 66).
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THE PURCHASE OF THE MISSION HOUSE

August 4, 1875

Thanks to the two major donations which Arnold Janssen had received in March

1875 (see Arnoldus Family story June 2010) he had been able to buy the mission house on

August 4, 1875. After the purchase Fr. Arnold said to his coworkers “that they now

began with a house free of debt, but otherwise only with zero, that means in poverty,

for the money he had received so far had by now been pretty much spent” (auf der Heide,

Die Missionsgesellschaft von Steyl, ein Bild der ersten 25 Jahre ihres Bestehens [The Mission Society of

Steyl, a picture of the first 25 years of its existence], Steyl, 1900, p. 33).

FIRST CONFERENCE IN THE NEW MISSION HOUSE IN STEYL

August 5, 1875

On August 5, 1875 Fr. Arnold Janssen, Fr. Peter Bill and the seminarian Reichart

held a first conference in the new mission house. Years later Fr. Arnold said: “On Au-

gust 5, the day after the purchase  we held a first meeting in our house, in its most

beautiful room, which was on the ground floor... and had two windows on each side.

There were some magnificent trees in front of the windows and the cheerful glimmer

of the river shone into the room through the branches” (Reinke, Remembering Arnold Janssen,

3349, see also Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 74).

The most important topics of the meetings were: “firstly, a draft of the future

statutes; secondly, the draft of a letter to the bishops who had not yet been asked to

give their approval for the mission house; thirdly, the election of a provisional rector”

(Alt, Journey in Faith, pp. 74-75).

The draft of the statutes had been prepared by Arnold Janssen in Latin and it began

with the words: “Mens nostra in erectione domus missionum in Steyl, dioeceseos

Ruremondensis, regni Hollandiae” [Our intention  regarding the foundation of the mis-

sion house in Steyl, diocese of Roermond, kingdom of Holland] (Arnold Janssen, Generalate

Archives, 3641- from now on indicated by “AG”). At first Fr. Arnold had also written the name

“St. Gabriel” as the proposed name of the mission house in this heading; but then he

had crossed it out. However, we find the name St. Gabriel towards the end of the pro-

posed statutes; there the last paragraph begins with the words: “Haec mens nostra in
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erectione domus ad sanctum Gabrielem in Steyl” [This is our intention regarding the

foundation of St. Gabriel’s mission house in Steyl”] (ibid. 3644).

The draft distinguishes between a general goal (finis generalis) and special ob-

jectives (fines speciales); the latter are subdivided into principal objective (finis spe-

cialis primarius) and secondary objective (finis specialis secundarius) (Alt, Journey in

Faith, p. 75). The general goal is “service of God and neighbor through the propagation

of the knowledge and love of the most Blessed Trinity, of the most sacred humanity of

Jesus and of the most Blessed Virgin Mary, by surrendering ourselves totally to the

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus in such works for which each one […] seems to be most

capable for the implementation of His [the Sacred Heart’s] sacred wishes. Of the three

divine persons we will particularly venerate the Divine Word” (translation from H. Fischer,

Arnold Janssen, Steyl 1919, p. 141). The Divine Word “lives amongst us in the tabernacle 

of the sweetest Heart of Jesus and it graciously wants to give itself also to us, for the

purpose of dwelling in our hearts and the happy delight of our souls. This Word 

is the Light which enlightens everyone who comes into the world and the uncreated

wisdom. With these attributes of the Word we also wish to combine our special 

objectives…“ (AG 3641).

The principal special objective (finis specialis primarius) is “the propagation of the

faith in pagan lands. It has the following connection with our general goal (finis gen-

eralis): the propagation of faith truly promotes the salvation of souls which is the great-

est desire of the most Sacred Heart of Jesus” (transl. from H. Fischer, Arnold Janssen, Steyl

1919, p. 141). “However, the words of those who proclaim the gospel will only bear fruit

through the help of precisely that Word which illumines everyone who comes into this

world” (AG 3641f).

“Our secondary objective [finis specialis secundarius] shall be “the cultivation of

true scholarship in theology, the humanities and natural sciences. This is to be 

accomplished in the spirit of St. Thomas Aquinas” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 75) “and parti-

cularly in the spirit of those saints who were most abundantly filled with divine light“

(AG 3642).

The connection with the general goal is the following:

In order “to have missionaries for the propagation of the faith, we need schools in

which the aspirants are educated, not only in the spirit of piety and magnanimity but

also in the humanities and foreign languages, as well as in theology and philosophy”

(Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 75). “For these schools teachers will be needed who, if the good

Lord will graciously give us suitable ones, will strive to attain this goal according to

their capability, with the help of precisely that Word who is also the Eternal Wisdom”

(AG 3642). So the new mission house is to be open for those who will work as mission-

aries in foreign countries and for the teachers who will educate them. In so far as the

attainment of the special objectives  is  not hindered, altogether “nothing which the

members do by written or spoken word for the honor of God and for the cultivation of

missionary zeal among Christian peoples should be regarded as inappropriate” (Alt,

Journey in Faith, p. 75).

“Because of the unfavorable contemporary situation [cultural war], for the near 

future our house will not have vows. It is left up to the individual how, according to

their piety and strength – with the agreement of their confessor – they wish to con-

secrate themselves to the Most Sacred Heart, in order to offer themselves more and

more to God. But we would be glad if all agree to join the third order of St. Dominic as

novices. Because of the lack of vows, however, we cannot be called an order or a re-

ligious congregation” (AG 3643). There is no vow of poverty and, so Alt summarizes the

draft in regard to this point, there is neither “any radical renunciation of property or use

of worldly goods” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 75).

When recalling this meeting Fr. Arnold said that during the conference there were

“already coming to the fore the premonitions of various unpleasant disagreements”

which later would show themselves even more. One such disagreement was the in-

troduction of the Rule of the Third Order of St. Dominic. According to this Rule, there

should be four days of abstinence and one day of fasting every week. Fr. Bill and semi-

narian Reichart opposed the introduction of this Rule: “1. Because this Rule has not

been introduced into any other mission house. 2. Who could observe this fast and ab-

stinence? Not the young people of twelve to twenty years who are dispensed from

church fasting laws. The teachers? In the ordinary seminaries many teachers are dis-

pensed from fasting because of the exhausting study and tiring teaching load. But nei-

ther can the missionaries who return from the missions to the motherhouse because

of sickness. 3. In the missions the missionaries eat what they have and what they can

get. 4. Then there are some who, though otherwise healthy, are not well able or are

completely unable to abstain from meat so frequently. 5. It should also be taken into

account that a meatless diet is harder to obtain and prepare. We must anticipate that

some houses will not find a good, experienced cook who knows how to prepare meat-

less meals correctly. Many dispensations or exceptions would have to be made, thus

weakening the Rule, creating disorder, dissatisfaction, etc.”(ibid., p. 76).

While the introduction of this particular rule caused problems, “at the meeting

there was no problem about the cultivation of academic studies as a secondary goal.

That only came later” (ibid.).

A further topic was the discussion of a petition drafted by Arnold Janssen regarding

the establishment of a mission house for the German and Dutch speaking countries.It

was intended for those bishops of Germany and Austria “who had not yet given a re-

commendation” or whom Arnold Janssen “had not reached on his travels” (ibid.). In

this letter, September 8 was given as the date of the inauguration of the mission

house.

The election of a rector of the mission house was also an important topic of the con-

ference. “Bill and Reichart agreed that neither of them should be considered for the

office and so they voted for Janssen” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Engl. ed., Arnoldus Press,

Manila, 1975, p. 66). Once the conference had ended Arnold Janssen informed Msgr. 

Dr. von Essen in Neuwerk of the meeting and sent him some materials for examination.

On August 7, Fr. Arnold wrote to Bishop Paredis of Roermond that the “obedient 

undersigned has been provisionally chosen superior and asks for Episcopal confir-

mation of his election. A definitive election will not be held until after the statutes have

been formulated and the project is on a more permanent footing” (ibid.).



followed this advice and on August 18, at around 6 pm he arrived in Kempen at his

brother’s place, wearing civilian clothes (Bornemann, Remembering Arnold Janssen, Analecta

SVD – 42, Rome 1978, p. 58).

On the above-mentioned August 24, Fr. Arnold sent the letters for the bishops to

Msgr. von Essen asking him to sign them and to forward them to Fr. Bill in Luxem-

bourg. In the accompanying letter Fr. Arnold wrote to Msgr. von Essen: “On Thursday

[26 August] I will pack my things and on Friday take off for Steyl. Ibi mihi ventura sint

ignorans, sed confidens in Deum [I do not know what the future holds for me there

but I trust in God]. Nevertheless, I must confess the whole thing weighs on me like

a nightmare. Yet I must go, must move ahead. …”( Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 79). Fr. Arnold

then still added the following:

“Earlier when I asked how much it would cost to import one hundred kg of printed

matter from Holland to Prussia, the customs officer in Kaldenkirchen named a large

amount. Asking more exactly about this at the customs office yesterday, I heard that

that was wrong, and that all printed matter could be imported duty free. This is most

convenient for starting a printing press in the mission house and I will continue to see

if we could perhaps soon go ahead with having our own printing press” (in Peter Bill, Ko-

rrespondenz [correspondence], p. 10).

Arnold Janssen thought of starting a printing press since the St. Boniface printing

press in Paderborn had informed him already in February 1875 that it would no

longer be able to print the Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart, “allegedly because

of too much other work”. As soon as another German printing house, “Woerl Pub-

lishers in Wuerzburg, a large firm that printed newspapers and magazines” heard

about this, it “at once made Janssen an attractive offer for the printing and mailing

of the magazine. Woerl would have preferred to be the actual publisher and to pay

the editor a monthly compensation.” However, Fr. Arnold felt that financially he would

be better off if he himself printed the Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart. So he

“gathered information about the cost of hand presses and type sizes. He asked his

trusted adviser Bernhard Kleine of Paderborn about wages for a composer and a

foreman to set up and print an issue of the Sacred Heart Messenger” (Bornemann,

Arnold Janssen, Engl. edition , Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975,p. 69).
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August 5, 1875

On August 4, 1875 the new mission house had been bought in Steyl and on Au-

gust 5 Arnold Janssen, Fr. Bill and seminarian Reichart met for the first time in their

new home. One of the agenda items was the discussion of a draft of statutes for the

mission house. The draft distinguished between a general goal and several special

objectives or goals of the mission house (see ‘The Arnoldus Family Story’, June 2011).

“We do not dare to presume that we can actually attain these goals”, the statutes

stated. However, in order ‘to achieve them more easily through the help of the saints’,

patrons are being chosen for the institute as a whole, as well as for the mission house.

The institute’s patrons are: “The Blessed Virgin Mary as seat of wisdom and chan-

nel of grace, from whom the Word became flesh.”

The holy archangels “as the princes of the heavenly hosts in their fight against the

kingdom of the devil in the lands of the [pagan] peoples: Michael as the spearhead

of faith and humility against the prince of pride, Gabriel as messenger of the incar-

nation of the Word, Raphael to help the missionaries on their many journeys, as well

as to offer up their prayers and labors.”

Saint Joseph “as foster father of Jesus and patron of the Church, and particu-

larly of the Chinese lands, whom we humbly ask that he graciously also provide us

with bread and all necessary means”.

“Finally we ask holy Mother Anne from whom so many holy apostles and disciples

(Scripture calls them the brothers of Jesus) and the Lord himself have their origin,

that through her intercession our house also may deserve to become the fertile

mother of apostolic men.”

Besides these main patrons, the following secondary patrons are to be venerated:

“the holy guardian angels, the blessed apostles Peter, Paul and John; blessed Augus-

tine, Dominic, Francis, Thomas Aquinas and Xavier, as well as Catharine of Alexandria,

Catherine of Siena, Christine, Ursula, Theresa and Margaret Mary Alacoque.”

“These are the patrons of our institute but we place our house in Steyl under the

protection of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and we choose St. Anne as secondary 

patron for it” (Generalate Archives–AG-3643). According to the last paragraph of the proposed

statutes, the name of the mission house is “St. Gabriel”, even though in the statutes’

heading Fr. Arnold had deleted the name “St. Gabriel”. The last paragraph reads:
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I  MUST MOVE AHEAD! – PRAY FOR ME!

(Arnold Janssen August 24, 1875)



“This is our intention regarding the foundation of the house St. Gabriel in Steyl.

It is destined for Germany, Austria and the Netherlands; until today these countries

have no mission house for missions among the [pagan] peoples and the house has

received the blessing of most of the bishops of those regions. For now, however, we

humbly ask the good Lord that we may be made more and more worthy of divine

help, of heavenly protection and the approval and help of all good people” (AG 3644).

This draft of the statutes had been sent to Msgr. von Essen in Neuwerk. In his

reply of August 12, 1876 he said regarding the patrons: “…it may not be inappropri-

ate to take the Three Kings also as patrons, because they are patrons of the Propa-

ganda and, according to Bishop Raimondi, are much venerated in the Chinese

missions. – Though I pray to St. Anne daily, even hourly, I feel the Holy Archangel

Michael should be chosen in first place, that is as patronus primarius [principal pa-

tron] and St. Anne patrona secundaria [secondary patron].” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 78).

He concluded the letter with the words: “The holy archangel  Gabriel shall remain

reserved for the missionary sisters!” (Bornemann, Der Pfarrer von Neuwerk Dr. Ludwig von Essen

und seine Missionspläne [The parish priest of Neuwerk Dr. Ludwig von Essen and his mission plans], Steyler

Verlag St. Augustin, 1967, p. 109).

Last preparations for moving to Steyl in August 1875

Fr. Arnold needed political clearance and on August 12, 1875 the mayor of 

Kempen attested that “so far Rector Janssen has not run afoul of the royal Prussian

government either as a citizen or as a churchman in any political or ecclesiastical

matters and, so far as is known, has kept aloof from politics” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen,

Engl. edition, Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975, p. 68).

As mentioned in the June 2011 issue of “The Arnoldus Family Story”, Fr. Arnold

had requested seminarian Reichart in Steyl to copy a letter about the new mission

house for those bishops of Germany and Austria who had not yet been informed of

it. On August 24, Reichart had completed that task.

On this same August 24 Fr. Arnold wrote to Fr. Bill in Luxembourg:

“Today I received the twenty-five [!] copies from Mr. Reichart for the bishops and

I will send them immediately with this letter to Fr. von Essen who will send them to

you [to co-sign]. … I ... recommended speedy action, for the newspapers are already

reporting so much about it and so many bishops know nothing about it yet. I am also

writing to the Apostolic Nuncio in The Hague to inform him provisionally. The Catholic

paper Tijd in Amsterdam published a favorable article which nearly all Dutch papers

have copied. […] This week Missions Catholiques will introduce us to French Catholics

and missionaries. It will then be possible to obtain statutes from the mission semi-

naries; up to now this was not possible. […] In my opinion we cannot draw up statutes

of our own yet; we can only say this is what we want, as we have done and as we will

have to do in the petition we must soon send to the Apostolic Nuncio. […]” (Alt, Jour-

ney in Faith, p. 78).

The letter to Fr. Bill continues: “Last month I again received 1200-1300 Mark (a

donation of 900 Mark), and I do not doubt at all that we will receive the money which

will be needed to keep us going at first. Once we have proven ourselves, and if a

new building is necessary, we will come up with more extensive measures and we will

succeed with it. We can also always turn to the Ludwig-Mission-Organization and ac-

cording to what the officials in Munich told me, we can easily get 3000-5000 guilders

from there if we need them.

“Since in the many letters written by Mr. Reichart, September 8 is given as the 

inauguration, that cannot be changed. On that day we will begin to live according to

the specified rule.

“The Bishop of Roermond has confirmed my election, but he will not come for

the opening. Therefore you, too, can stay in Buschrodt until you have finished all your

business there.

“On Thursday I will pack up and on Friday, August 27, I move with my furniture to

the mission house. 

“At the same time my brother [Capuchin Br. Juniperus Janssen] will arrive there.

Here he already became acquainted with some rich and generous farmers, which as

a trained mendicant he will know how to use later on. He came at the advice of his

provincial (who also wrote to me), but he is still a Capuchin, although without wear-

ing the habit. If we do not like him, he can start with the Ursulines. ...

“In No. 9 of the Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart there will be an invitation

for the application of students until the end of September. Today I showed the wor-

ding to Mr. Reichart. It is drafted according to the model of the apostolic schools ...

As full boarding fee 500 Marks are mentioned, which is pretty much in line with what

is customary here, however, during proofreading it can easily be changed. I would

have liked to discuss it with you; but I do not doubt that you will agree with it.

“Once the applications have come in, we will decide on which classes to begin

with and we will call those for an [entrance] examination whom we want to have.

Using my experience as a teacher, I have organized it in such a way that the exam

results yield good material for making our assessment.

“It would be good if you could get to Steyl around Sept. 29. ... If for whatever 

reason you would like to wait a little longer before joining us, you are free to do so

as well. However, you will have to sign the documents for the Rev. Bishops which are

dated August 5.

“As main patron of our house in Steyl it seems to me the best to take the Divine

Heart of Jesus and as secondary patron holy Mother Anne. Let me know your opin-

ion about this ...” (Peter Bill, Korrespondenz [correspondence], pp. 8-9).

Arnold Janssen spoke of his brother coming to Steyl without wearing the habit of

the Capuchins. The reason for that is the following: Br. Juniperus had not been feel-

ing well for some time. The doctor advised him “to rest and recuperate in his home

province. The doctor added it was not good for him to wear the heavy Capuchin habit.

If he would wear clothing that was less heavy and which he could change more often,

he could live to a ripe old age (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Engl. ed. p. 70). Br. Juniperus 



Rector Janssen quickly stood the beer keg upright and said: ‘There, that takes

care of the table.’ Then he ran to a shed where a man with a red beard, whom he

called ‘our first Brother’, was doing some carpentry work. He was told to bring a

board which was placed across the two damaged chairs to form an improvised

bench. Next the rector took the cup and two small glasses from the mantelpiece

and set them on the beer-keg table. We sat down on the flimsy bench, Rector

Janssen in the middle. ‘Brother, is there any beer in the house?’ ‘Yes, Father 

Rector, two bottles in the cellar.’ ‘Please, fetch them both. Do you have any bread?’

‘No, Father Rector.’ ‘Then run over to the baker’s and get six small buns.’ The

bread was quickly brought from van Dijk’s. The banquet could now begin. The dry

bread tasted good as we washed it down with the beer which we drank from the

little glasses – after we had carefully wiped them with our handkerchiefs to 

remove the dust” (Bornemann, Remembering Arnold Janssen, p. 61). 

THE MOTTO OF THE NEW MISSION HOUSE

In the August 1875 issue of his mission magazine “Der Kleine Herz-Jesu-Bote”

(Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart) Arnold Janssen published the article “Das

heilige Jubeljahr, der 16. Juni 1875 und das neugegründete Missionshaus” (The

holy jubilee year, June 16, 1875 and the newly founded mission house). June 16,

1875 was the bicentenary jubilee year of the apparition of Jesus to Margaret Mary

Alacoque during which he expressed the wish that the feast of the Sacred Heart

be instituted for the whole church. On this very same day, the first members of the

new mission  house had dedicated themselves to the Sacred Heart and to the

mission task of the new mission house, and “that one can and must consider the

spiritual  foundation of the mission house”, wrote Fr. Arnold in the article. Then he

continued:
“May our dear Lord grant that the young foundation, which is so much in need

of grace, receive a little of that stream of grace which on that so memorable June

16th was surely more generously given to our poor earth from the divine Heart 

of Jesus. The mission house will never forget its origin. And since, according to its

sole purpose, it is destined to work for the fulfillment of the graced intentions of

the divine Heart of Jesus, its origin obliges it all the more to express this still more

clearly through the explicit naming of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and as a proof of

this to make the following beautiful words its motto:
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LAST DAYS IN KEMPEN

Bro. Juniperus William Janssen OFMCap had gotten permission from his 
superiors to help his brother Arnold in Steyl with the foundation of the new mission
house (see “The Arnoldus Family Story”, May and July 2011). On August 18, 1875 he left his
monastery in Muenster and travelled to Kempen.

Let us hear from Bro. Juniperus how he and his brother Arnold spent the last
days before moving to Steyl. 

Br. Juniperus remembers:

Arrival in Kempen

“It was about six o’clock in the evening when I arrived in Kempen and was given
a warm welcome [by Arnold Janssen]. ‘Look Brother, here’s a glass of beer for you
which I kept for you since last night.’ – ‘Stale beer? Pure water is better than stale
beer!’ I said. Arnold, however, thought differently: he often set a glass of beer aside
for the following day; to him it still tasted good.

There was no bed for me; Arnold simply spread a straw mattress on the floor …
The following day, August 19, was a Thursday. Arnold sent me to Neuss to with-

draw several hundred Taler from  his bank account.” 

Visit to Steyl

“Then on Friday he sent me to Steyl. There I met the carpenter, Heinrich Erle-
mann, and a seminarian whose name was Reichart. Erlemann wanted to study for
the priesthood but first had to make the furniture for the seminary. Whatever beds,
tables and chairs were already in the seminary had been borrowed. The fact is,
however, there was really very little furniture in the house; it was practically empty.
This amazed me and I asked myself how a religious institute could be set up under
such conditions. But Erlemann was very optimistic. The worst was over. Already
there were reserves in the drawer: a bag of rice, a bag of barley, a pound of cof-
fee beans and probably still 3 pounds of flower, and a whole pound of butter. And
in the basement a basket of potatoes and few yellow turnips. A meal was quickly
prepared: barley soup and potatoes and since it was Friday also a herring! The
guest was given a pancake. Despite their great poverty Erlemann had much faith
in God’s help.
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‘Vivat Cor Jesu in cordibus hominum!’

‘May the heart of Jesus live in the hearts of all peoples.’

So be it!   Amen”



Since the rector asked me to, I went to a tailor in the village and ordered some
work clothes.”

Via Goch back to Kempen – 
Farewell celebration for Fr. Arnold in Kempen

“Then I went to Goch; it was years since I had last seen my mother. By Sunday,
the 22nd, I was back in Kempen. In the afternoon a farewell celebration was held
in the residence of  Dean Boes. All the priests came together, including Fr. Os-
tertag, the director of the Teachers Training School. He was a special friend of
Arnold’s. Naturally the topic of conversation was Arnold and his mission seminary.
‘Arnold, how will things develop? How will you do this, that and the other thing?’
‘Arnold, have another glass of beer; on the Maas there will be only water.’ One 
of the main speakers was chaplain Fugmann. Towards the end of the gathering,
Dean Boes emptied his wallet on the table. ‘There, Arnold, that is for your mission
seminary. Begin in God’s name.’ The rest of the priests also added their mite.
Chaplain Fugmann afterwards gave many other gifts to the seminary.”

Packing

Together with Br. Juniperus, Fr. Arnold looked for a possibility to move his fur-
niture and books from Kempen to Steyl. The farmer William Haafs “granted our re-
quest at once and even placed his wagon at our disposal. Besides he gave the
rector 75 Marks. A second wagon was provided by the Weyer brothers in Dingshof.
They also continued to make other contributions afterwards.

“The following days we were busy packing. The rector bought an old cooking
stove and paid 50 Taler for it although it was not worth that much. Very little could
be cooked on it at one time. Later when I mentioned this to the man who had sold
it, he just shrugged his shoulders and said ‘Well, that’s business.’ (for all of this see:

Fritz Bornemann, ed., John Vogelsang, transl., Remembering Arnold Janssen, A book of Reminiscences,

Analecta SVD – 42, Rome 1978, pp.58-59).
In the morning of August 26, carpenter Heinrich Erlemann came from Steyl to

Kempen to help pack the two wagons which were standing next to the Ursuline
convent where Fr. Arnold lived. By evening everything was stored in the wagons
and Erlemann returned to Steyl.

FINALLY IN STEYL

Friday, August 27, Fr. Arnold “rose at four and offered Mass for the last time in
the chapel where a year earlier he had made the decision regarding his life’s great
adventure. Around 5:30 a man came from each of the two farms with a team of
horses which they hitched to the loaded wagons and set out by way of Mülhausen
for Kaldenkirchen” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Engl. ed., Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975, p. 70). Br.
Juniperus went along with the wagons “to pay the bills whenever we stopped to
rest and feed the horses” (Bornemann, Remembering Arnold Janssen, p. 60). Fr. Arnold him-
self travelled by train to Kaldenkirchen which is situated at the border with the
Netherlands, just a short distance away from Steyl.

“It was about eleven o’ clock,” so Br. Juniperus continued his story, “when we
arrived in Kaldenkirchen where the rector was waiting for us. When everything
[several parcels from the post office] had been  loaded we resumed our journey.
Around 12:30 Steyl, our new home, came into view. Father Rector and I walked to-
gether alongside the wagons. People stopped in the street, others came out of
their houses. All wanted to see the Rector who was going to open a mission semi-
nary for ‘China’ in Steyl. At the corner of the road a priest in cassock came out of
the house where later the Missionary Sisters [Holy Spirit Sisters] would live. He hur-
ried towards us and called out cheerfully: ‘Welkom, mijnheer rector Janssen, op de
hollandse boden, welkom, welkom!’ (Welcome, Father Rector Janssen, welcome
to Dutch soil, welcome, welcome!) He then shook hands with the rector and me
and accompanied us to the seminary. He was Professor Moubis from the seminary
in Rolduc [diocese of Roermond] and was on a visit to his mother. He helped us
unload the goods and always remained a loyal friend of the mission seminary.

“‘Thanks be to God, we are here at last!’ the rector said. Then he turned to me
and said: ‘It would be good if you would put your culinary talents to use and cook
us a dinner’.

“The first meal consisted of rice soup, potatoes, and yellow turnips which first
had to be gathered from the garden; furthermore a herring that Heinrich Erlemann
brought from the store” (ibid.).

At about 5 pm the wagons had been unloaded, the drivers “were each given a
tip of 2.50 Mark and then returned home” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Engl. Ed., p. 71).

Still on the same day the new mission house had two surprise visitors. 50 years
after that visit, on the occasion of the golden jubilee of the mission house in Steyl,
the Dutch priest Rev. Fr. W. Teunissen told this story:

“It is now 50 years since that memorable day during the summer holidays of
1875 when, towards the end of August, an American student of theology in Lou-
vain [Belgium], who was my friend, and I travelled from Reuver to Blerick [two
places near Steyl] to visit another friend who lived in the latter place. We went by
way of Steyl where we planned to cross the Maas. We were just passing the Ronck
house when my American friend said: ‘By the way, I would like very much to see
the mission seminary. Where is it?’ ‘Right there in front of you,’ I said; ‘the house
painted green.’ As we stopped to look at it, someone behind us called out: ‘Wait
please! I’m coming.’ We turned around and saw a German priest hurrying towards
us. He said: ‘You want to see the mission seminary, don’t you? You are in luck. I’m
Rector Janssen and have just come from the railway station. But from now on I am
going to live here. Beginning today the mission seminary is as good as open. You
will be the first to have a meal in it with the rector!’ He hastened to open the door.
The floor of the entrance hall was covered with straw and hay. There was no 
furniture in the room except an empty beer keg, a chair without a cane bottom, and
a second chair with a cane bottom but no backrest. On the mantelpiece were a 
coffee cup lacking an ear and two small beer glasses, one of them cracked. 



fetched and poles and ropes were wound about with fresh green. Luckily we found

many helpers. First the schoolboys and girls of Steyl helped with their small hands

to pluck out the grass which was growing rampantly like a lawn between the paving

stones in front of the house. Doing that their zeal was so great that at the time their

classes were about to begin they could hardly be moved to exchange the pavement

for the classroom. Later rubble and stones had also to be removed and help was

needed for a small bricklaying job; that was a job for the bigger boys who began it

with great zeal. The girls on the other hand preferred to clean the paths with shovel

and rake. In the meantime a plum tree was shaken, and that gave new spirit and

zeal to the little ones. When the greenery was cut, everyone was really busy. A mighty

basket was filled in no time. When it was full they shouted: “Up with it!” And imme-

diately four boys shouldered it and carried it, singing, to the place where they worked

on the greenery. – The parents did not lag behind the children, they even willingly

sacrificed quite a few hours of rest to help. And so we were gradually able to dress

church and house in a festive robe which made us more than satisfied.”

September 8, 1875

In the morning of September 8, the new mission house and the neighboring

small parish church were decorated beautifully. In front of the door of the mission

house written the words were: “Nisi Dominus aedificaverit…”, which means, if the

Lord does not build the house, in vain do the builders labor. “In front of the house,”

so Fr. Arnold continued in the article just mentioned, “standing in a beautiful semi-

circle, bound together with garlands were four tall poles with pennants in the papal

and Dutch colors.  The middle garland, however, bore an inscription in Dutch: …

‘Gaat heen de hele wereld door, en verkondigt het Evangelie aan alle Schepselen’

[Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to all creatures]. A garlanded path led

from the mission house to the church and here, in the place of prayer, shining high

up in the choir surrounded by grapes were the beautiful words of the Lord: “Ask the

Lord of the harvest that he send laborers into his vineyard.” In the entrance hall of

the mission house “the motto of the house was shining above the image of the 

divine heart: ‘Vivat Cor Jesu in cordibus hominum’ which means ‘May the heart of

Jesus live in the hearts of the people’.

In the festival room these words were above the cross of the Lord, which by now

has overcome so many countries of Europe in a peaceful victory: ‘Haec est Victoria,

quae vincit mundum, fides vestra’, which means, ‘That is the victory which over-

comes the world, your faith.’”

At 10 am the solemn High Mass for the inauguration of the mission house began

in the parish church of Steyl. The celebrant was the parish priest of Neuwerk, Msgr.

Dr. Ludwig von Essen. Arnold Janssen was the preacher.
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Finally in Steyl!

On August 27, 1875 Arnold Janssen moved from Kempen to Steyl and on 

August 28 he wrote his first letter from Steyl to his future co-worker Fr. Bill in 

Luxembourg. First of all he described the move from Kempen to Steyl and then he

continued:

“Since I thought that you would prefer a room facing the water [the river Maas], 

I chose for myself the ordinary living room of the Ronk family facing the church. On

the floor above, towards  the River, there are two friendly living rooms right in the

middle of the others. I told Mr. Reichart to choose the worse room for himself and

to leave the better one free for you. By the way, there are still 3 more rooms for you

to choose from which are among the best of the house. The beautiful room on the

ground floor with the three windows facing the River is meant to be the conference

and recreation room and during the winter it can also be heated and used as a com-

mon study room.

“I’ve just congratulated Fr. Rector Backhuis [of the parish church in Steyl] on his

name day; his health condition has not yet improved. At the moment he has to apply

cantharides and stay in bed. He requested me to ask the Bishop for jurisdiction. 

I told him that it would certainly be my great pleasure to help him; but I was afraid

that under the present circumstances it was definitely not advisable. And then, Prof.

Moubis is currently there and he hears confessions and takes care of the ordinary

parish matters. I intend to celebrate holy Mass on weekdays at 5.30 am and the

Brother will serve the Mass. … for Sundays Fr. Backhuis asked me to celebrate holy

Mass after the Professor at 7 am. Mr. Reichart and Henry [Erlemann] have both

been living here quite contentedly and happily, in spite of having to make a few 

sacrifices. They have already had some visitors and have also put up an offertory

box in the house which brought them some guilders as well. …

“You will have received my letter of [August] 24 or 25, as well as the addresses

of bishops through the mediation of Rev. von Essen. He did not come [for our mee-

ting] on August 5, because the telegram which I had sent at 7. 30 am and which

should have reached him in Gladbach at 9 am at the latest, did not get to him 

before 8 pm in the evening.
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“Mr. Reichart, Henry and William [Br. Juniperus Janssen, OFMCap] send you their

kind regards …

“May the good Lord grant us the grace zealously to seek His holy will, so that

through a simple, God-loving heart we may become more and more worthy of his

heavenly blessings. …”

Seminarian Francis Reichart added  the following lines to this letter:

“I have actually nothing to add to the above letter other than to confirm it fully,

as far as I am concerned. I have been the cook since I got here, and we had a lot of

fun with our cooking. More later!...” (Peter Bill, Korrespondenz [Correspondence], unpublished

manuscript, pp. 10-11).

On September 2, Fr. Arnold went to see Bishop Paredis in Roermond (Alt, Journey

in Faith, p. 79).

September 3, Fr. Arnold wrote a further letter to Fr. Bill in Luxembourg:

“Dear Rev. Bill!

On Wednesday, September 8, we will celebrate the blessing of our house and I

consider it my duty to invite you, leaving it up to you whether you are able or wish to

come. The High Mass is at 10 am. It is the wish of Rev. Fr. Rector [of the parish

church in Steyl] that I preach; Mr. Reichart  is going to Neuwerk today to invite Rev.

Dr. von Essen to celebrate holy Mass. In the afternoon the dean of Venlo will bless

the house on behalf of the Bishop of Roermond. The priests from the neighboring

parishes and some friends [among them Dr. Hengesch] will be invited.

We would be pleased if you can come. Presently we are praying a novena to pre-

pare ourselves. You will surely join us in spirit and ask the good Lord for his holy

blessing for our house. …” (Bill, Correspondence, p. 12).

As just noted, seminarian Reichart went on September 3 to Neuwerk and invited

Msgr. Dr. von Essen to celebrate the solemn Mass for the inauguration of the new

mission house on September 8. Msgr. von Essen accepted the invitation (Bornemann,

Der Pfarrer von Neuwerk Dr. Ludwig von Essen und seine Missionspläne [The parish priest of Neuwerk Dr.

von Essen and his mission plans], Steyler Verlag, St. Augustin, 1967, p. 111).

Arnold Janssen’s reflections on the inauguration of the 

mission house on September 8, 1875

In the September 1875 issue of his mission magazine “Der Kleine Herz-Jesu-

Bote” (The Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart), Fr. Arnold published the article:

„Eröffnung des Missionshauses zu Steyl“ (The Inauguration of the Mission House

in Steyl). There we read:

“Is it not too great an honor for the insignificant men, who with God’s help have un-

dertaken the foundation of a German-Dutch mission house, to speak immediately

after the feast of the Nativity of Mary about the birth of their house? And yet this con-

nection is only natural. For, provided that nothing unforeseen occurs, the feast of the

Nativity of Mary, September 8, 1875, will also be the feast of the birth of their house.

“In a certain sense they can also call June 16 of this year the birthday of their

undertaking. For on this graced day, following the prayer of consecration which

Rome had published for that day, the foundation of the above-mentioned project

was laid in a joint act of dedication by which they dedicated themselves to the 

Divine Heart of Jesus for this undertaking. On that day the definitive declaration of

intent to buy the house in Steyl was also made. On the feast of the holy father 

Dominic on August 4 this year, the house came into our legal possession through

deed of purchase in the presence of a notary. According to reports, September 8,

1875 will be the inauguration day and the beginning of that life of prayer, work and

self-denial which is to be led in this house.

“Even though they may regard the birthday of the great patroness of the church,

the holy Mother of God, also as their birthday, they must think of it less as an honor

or similarity, since there are so few points of similarity, but rather as a call to strive

to make themselves more and more worthy of the protection of their exalted 

patroness.”

Every Christian “is a child of his parents since he owes his natural life to them.

He is a child of the church since he owes the supernatural life of his soul to her, sup-

posing he still possesses it. This life is sanctifying grace. He owes it to the church

and therefore the church is his mother and he is a child of the church. 

“But the Christian is also a child of Mary, since the church is the living Mary 

insofar as Mary gave birth to the first Christ, and the church through God’s grace

gives birth to Christians. Therefore Matthew says that Mary gave birth to Christ, her

firstborn son.

“Since in that way all of us are the later-born children of Mary, our mission house

may also call itself a child of Mary. May it become a child that pleases her. She is

such an exalted holy woman! This newborn child, once it has grown and become

stronger, is to help her bear for divine grace and mercy many more children destined

for eternal life.

“May the holy Mother, therefore, deign to look on this young child with motherly

love! What kind of situations may still be in store for it when it will need a powerful

protector! May it grow in strength, especially inwardly, and by attaining a good spirit

may it deserve to become a beloved child of Mary! Amen”

Last preparations for the inauguration of the mission house

Wednesday, September 8, 1875 was to be the inauguration day of the new mis-

sion  house. In the October 1875 issue of the “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Mes-

senger of the Sacred Heart) Arnold Janssen described the final preparations for the

inauguration of the mission house:

“The kind reader can easily imagine how much had to be done before the inau-

guration. In a new house everything is lacking at first and now it had to be prepared

for a feast. It was a matter of helping bravely, und nobody asked first, ‘is this or that

work too much for me or too little’; but each one did what he could. They scrubbed

and swept, shoveled and raked, trees, flags and pictures, greenery and flowers were



Henry Erlemann, then one of the first residents of the new mission house as well

as carpenter and prospective student of Latin, remembered the occasion thirty-six

years later with these words:

“Throughout the ceremony a kind of tension was discernible. It found expression

in the questions directed to Rector Janssen and the small handful of residents of the

house. One German priest in particular could not refrain from voicing openly in sar-

castic terms his doubts and misgivings about the whole enterprise. Still, no one should

take offense because doubts were expressed at such a beginning! After all what was

there to see? A thin, weak priest who was the superior; a carpenter with a blue apron

[Erlemann himself] and an exiled Capuchin Brother [Br. Juniperus], plus a few hired

workers to make the preparations, an old crumbling house decked out for the occa-

sion with borrowed furniture, and a banquet table set with borrowed cutlery and chi-

naware. A ploughed-up potato field had surrendered its potatoes for the banquet table.

For the rest, little else. Such was the appearance of the ‘German-Dutch Mission House’

whose solemn inauguration had been announced in the newspapers.

The guests must have thought it a mockery to be invited to such a celebration and

were disappointed beyond measure when they saw the reality. Who could blame them?

I felt it clearly at the time myself. But I must admit, I did not doubt that the work would

prosper. Otherwise I would not have remained, considering the circumstances then

and for some time afterwards” (ibid., pp. 82-83).

September 8, was, however, to end on a joyful note. On 5 September, Father Arnold,

“at the repeated insistence” of seminarian Reichart  had sent the following telegram

to Cardinal Franchi, the Prefect of  the Propaganda Fide, and had included payment

for the reply (cf. Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Manila, 1975, p.72 and Alt, Journey in Faith, p.80):

“To Cardinal Franchi in Rome. The seminary for foreign missions which has been

erected  here for Germany, Austria and the Netherlands with the approval of very many

bishops of these countries and which is to be opened on the feast of the Nativity of

Mary, requests with deepest humility the papal blessing. Steyl in the Diocese of Roer-

mond in Holland. Janssen, Rector ” (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart],

vol. 2, 1875, No. 10, p. 75). 

On September 8, shortly after six pm, this telegram arrived from Rome: “Janssen,

Rector of the Mission Seminary, Kaldenkirchen – With heartfelt love the Supreme Priest

(the Pope) imparts his apostolic blessing on the new seminary, the Rector and students.

Cardinal Franchi” (ibid. and Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelsang, Manila, p.72).

Fr. Arnold received belated good wishes from the Superior General of the Scheut

Missionaries in Belgium: “You have put your hand to the plow. Move bravely forward.

Arm yourself with courage to struggle against all difficulties… They are bound to come,

but will be the best proof that this is a good thing and comes from God” (ibid.).
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September 8, 1875

Arnold Janssen remembers:

“September 8, a day so important for the mission house, has begun; it is a day as

beautiful and glorious as only autumn days can be. Even though we were up pretty late

yesterday evening, nevertheless the day began already rather early today. For there is

still a lot to be put in order for the feast. Today the feast of the Nativity of Mary is being

celebrated in all churches of the Netherlands. However it is not a holy day of obliga-

tion and work is permitted everywhere. So in some places this day passes almost like

an ordinary weekday. This time it is different for Steyl. The day is important for the mis-

sion house and not less for the village itself. In a big city such an institution would be

lost among the multitude of different institutions. In a small place, however, it is dif-

ferent. For such a place attains a new and greater importance through such an insti-

tution [as ours]. If the church bells ringing yesterday evening as on the eve of high

feasts sounded so solemn to our ears, maybe their sound also filled with joy some of

the people of the village, the surrounding area and the whole parish of Tegelen 

to which Steyl belongs. Since the  neighboring parish priests had the kindness to 

announce in their churches that the inauguration and blessing of the mission house

would take place on September 8,  that solemn ringing of the church bells may also

have been understood wherever it was heard. (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote [Little Messenger of the

Sacred Heart], vol. 2, No. 10, 1875, p. 74).

The High Mass

The High Mass began at 10 a.m. in the parish church of Steyl which was situated

very near to the mission house. “By 10 AM all the places in the little church were 

occupied, mostly by people from Steyl and Tegelen. There were also  - and that the

Steyl church had seldom seen -20 guests from more distant places, including a num-

ber of visiting clergy and Father Real, the president of the Francis Xavier Association

from Aachen [today MISSIO]” (cf. Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelsang, Arnoldus

Press Manila, p. 71).

Msgr. Dr. Ludwig von Essen, the parish priest of Neuwerk/Mönchengladbach, 

celebrated the Mass with Frs. Beckers from Tegelen and Wolters from nearby Reuver

assisting. The church choir “sang a polyphonic Mass” (ibid.).
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The Homily

Fr. Arnold himself was the preacher. In his homily, which lasted almost for 1½

hours, he said:

“An of its kind unique and rare celebration has today gathered us together in such

great numbers around the altar of the Lord. It is the beginning of a holy enterprise, de-

dicated to God, which, even if it only partly reaches its goals, cannot fail to become a

source of salvation and blessing for many thousands of people …

“What will come of the mission seminary we do not yet know; goals are not always

reached.  It nevertheless asks for your participation. For it has been founded with the

blessing and approval of so many bishops and its purpose is such a noble, great and

exalted one. Should I not today direct your eyes to this purpose and explain to you

what it is we are striving for? But then I have to tell you about the noble and exalted

mission enterprise of the Catholic Church. For the purpose of this house is none other

than to help spread the gospel throughout the world, amongst all peoples who still do

not know God at all or not in the right way, and to train young men for this and to send

out the missionaries after they have completed their training” (Hermann Fischer, Arnold

Janssen, Steyl 1919, pp. 123-124).

Fr. Arnold then told his listeners that there were 1500 million people living all over

the world; and only about 210-220 million of them were Catholic. “Protestants and

Greek Orthodox have the same number and the Moslems also have almost the same

number. That amounts to a total of 500-600 million, whereas the greater part of the

world population, numbering  about 800-900 million people, are still pagans who nei-

ther know nor adore God as creator of the world” (H. auf der Heide, Die Missions-gesellschaft

von Steyl. Ein Bild der ersten 25 Jahre ihres Bestehens [The Mission Congregation of Steyl. A picture of its

first 25 years of existence], Steyl, 1900, p. 44). Then Fr. Arnold showed that “what had been

done and was being done for their salvation, - was all far too little.” Particularly 

Germany, Austria and the Netherlands had to do more; they did not even possess a 

single mission house for the training of missionaries.

“These considerations,” he went on, “have moved a German priest to take on him-

self the task of establishing such an institution. The good God has helped him and,

after much effort, we have achieved a modest beginning. God alone knows whether

it will be a success. For the present, we thank the Giver of all good things for His assis-

tance. Let us hope that the house will achieve its purpose” (H. Fischer, Life of Arnold Janssen,

transl. Frederick M. Lynk, Mission Press Techny, Ill, 1925,p. 143-144). “The simplicity of this begin-

ning should not discourage us. The mightiest tree starts as a single seed and the

strongest of giants was once a weak, whimpering baby. We know that with our present

resources we cannot accomplish our task, but we hope the good God will provide

everything we need. And he may do with us what he wills. If the seminary succeeds,

we will thank the grace of God. If nothing comes of it, we will humbly strike our breast

and confess that we were not worthy of the grace” (Alt, Journey in Faith, Steyler Verlag Nette-

tal, 2002, p. 80).

Turning to his Dutch listeners Fr. Arnold said: “Everywhere [in the world] the name

of Steyl and Tegelen (as well as of nearby Venlo) will be connected with that of the

mission house. Furthermore, we are not strangers amongst you. For the mission house

is also for your country and it has been welcomed by your bishops and we hope to 

be able to accept in our midst very many children of this people as missionaries, 

teachers of missionaries and mission aspirants” (Kleiner Herz-Jesu.Bote [Little Messenger of

the Sacred Heart], vol. 2 1875, No. 10, p. 75)

Further Events

After the High Mass everybody “without being told by anybody, went on their own

initiative to the mission house. Since there is a small collection box in its entrance

hall they wanted to place their offerings there. Even though they gave mainly copper

coins, of which 100 don’t amount to much, it nevertheless showed the friendly par-

ticipation of the crowd gathered, which is not to be underestimated” (ibid.).

“A photographer had come from Kempen for the occasion and took pictures of the

seminary, the members of the community and the guests. He had offered his services

free of charge, but when the plates were processed, almost none of the exposures

turned out well” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelsang, Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975, p. 72).

Then followed a festive meal.  “The good people of the village had gladly lent tables,

chairs, linens, cutlery, etc. for the occasion”(H. Fischer, Life of Arnold Janssen, transl. Frederick

M. Lynk, Techny, Ill, 1925, p.144). “Toasts were proposed to the Holy Father, the bishops,

and also to the benefactors of the seminary” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogel-

sang, Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975, p. 72).

“At four o’clock a short service was held in the village church” (ibid.). Then everybody

went to the mission house. Here Dean Raetson of Venlo, representing Bishop Paredis

of Roermond, blessed the new mission house. Since a patron had to be chosen, Dr. von

Essen, after some objection on the part of Arnold Janssen, “insisted on having the house

consecrated to the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary and placed under the protection

of the Archangel Michael as principal patron. Secondary patrons are Saints Joseph,

Anne and the Three Kings (… as the first fruits of the pagans)” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 81).

Parish church

of Steyl 

until 1929

Mission House



needs of a missionary and we accept only those students in whom we think we see

honest striving for virtue and a true missionary vocation and we keep them only as

long as we think we see this in them. (Therefore everyone, even the poorest, when

entering the mission house has to bring along the amount of money necessary for

the return trip home. That money will be deposited for him in the house, furthermore

the written declaration of the parents or their deputies that they pay the board and

lodging fee quoted and, furthermore, that they later will not resist if the student

wants to choose the missionary or religious life.) By the way, until the completion of

their lower studies students remain free regarding the choice of their status in life,

and mission candidates who are studying theology may also apply.

May nobody think that too much is demanded here for the application. We are

well aware what precise details other mission institutes demand and it is also our

duty to see to it, as far as possible, that the donations of the faithful will not bene-

fit those who are not worthy. Furthermore, the situation here is not as in ordinary

institutions where the applicants almost always live nearby and can easily be

called for an examination.

September 9, 1875

Fr. Arnold wrote to Fr. Bill in Luxemburg about the blessing of the mission

house: “Yesterday we celebrated the feast of the blessing of our house with the

greatest possible splendor.” At the end of the letter he describes the workload for

Fr Bill and him self:

“Would you please for the first years be willing to take over the main teaching

for the boys who will be accepted, as well as the supervision of domestic matters?

My jobs would then still be editing the Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote (Little Messenger of

the  Sacred Heart), correspondence and the inner management of the house,

study of the theological subjects and mission sciences, direction of the candidates

of theology, preparation of the seminarian Reichart for receiving holy orders and

common theological studies with him; as you see, I will have enough to do.” Sem-

inarian Reichart could have himself be trained as a professor of theology, “some-

thing he would like very much” (Peter Bill, Korrespondenz, unpublished manuscript, p. 14)

That very day, September 9, Fr. Arnold informed the members of his commu-

nity about the financial situation of the new mission house: “The house is paid

for, but we begin our life here with an empty purse” (Hermann Fischer, Arnold Janssen,

English edition, transl, Federick M. Lynk SVD, Mission Press Techny, Ill, 1925, p. 147)

The seed of the new missionary foundation was laid; the dew of the

Church’s blessing had been implored for it. Now the seed could begin to

sprout and develop. But how much effort would it still cost the gardener to

bring it from seclusion to the light and to develop it so that it was able to live
(Hermann Fischer, Arnold Janssen, German edition, p. 125).
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SEPTEMBER 8, 1875 - AT THE END OF THE DAY

Let us recall: In the morning of September 8, 1875, at 10 am in the parish

church of Steyl, the solemn High Mass for the opening of the new St. Michael’s

mission house began. In the afternoon the mission house was blessed by the

Dean of Venlo, and in the evening shortly after six pm a telegram arrived from the

Prefect of the Propaganda Fide in Rome, Cardinal Franchi, conveying the Holy 

Father’s blessing for the new mission house.

The festive meal for the invited guests took place in the mission house “decked

out for the occasion with borrowed furniture, and a banquet table set with 

borrowed cutlery and chinaware.” After the feast all the borrowed items had to be

returned to their owners, and then most of the rooms were empty.

Once all the guests had left, the four members of the community (Arnold

Janssen, his brother, Br. Juniperus Janssen OFMCap, the seminarian Reichart and

the carpenter Erlemann) recited the evening prayer, “and then the Rector 

announced the order that was to be followed. It included the weekly days of fast

and abstinence. Thus began the life of ‘prayer, work and self-denial which was to

be observed in the seminary’” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelsang, Arnoldus

Press Manila, 1975, p.72).

The community was not yet complete, for two more members were expected: Fr.

Peter Bill from Luxemburg and seminarian John Baptist Anzer from Regensburg.

TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

Since the mission house was to be an apostolic school in which future priests

had first to do their high school studies, Arnold Janssen sought teachers and stu-

dents. In his mission magazine “Der Kleine Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger of

the Sacred Heart) of September 1875, he therefore published the article “Auf-

nahme von Zöglingen in das Missionshaus zu Steyl” – “Acceptance of Students in

the Mission House in Steyl”.

Students were the main topic of the article, but in a footnote he also made a

few remarks about teachers and those remarks tell us also something interesting

about the structure of the mission house:
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“With regard to the teachers, the missionary and teaching professions are 

totally different. Therefore our house recognizes two different categories of 

persons, there are those who want to dedicate themselves to the missionary 

vocation and those who want to dedicate themselves to the education of mis-

sionaries, as well as simultaneously to the cultivation of Christian Science in the

spirit of St. Thomas Aquinas. Both are bound by the same house regulations. Any-

one who is inclined to see in our house a comfortable institution for his own bene-

fit would, therefore, do better to stay at home. Our house must be founded on

striving for apostolic dedication to the Divine Savior and therefore it cannot do

without a certain degree of mortification, which persons who feel less called might

perhaps not like.”

Regarding prospective students Fr. Arnold wrote: 

“For the time being, our available personnel and space, as well as the limita-

tions of our own training, allow us to take in only very few candidates. We have to

bear in mind that one who tries to do everything at once actually achieves no-

thing, and one who wants to build a good house must first see that he has a good

foundation. In particular we are obliged to see that the candidates coming in are

more or less on the same educational level so that we can put them all in one

single class” (in Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 133).

Fr. Arnold then continues:

“Which class that is we cannot say yet; it can only be decided when the appli-

cations have arrived or the entrance exams have taken place. The following con-

tains some instructions for those who intend to apply as students in order to be

first prepared for missionary life through high school studies. 

Application is to be made by letter from the candidate to the head of the mis-

sion house in Steyl. Since a candidate may possibly live far from here, to save

needless travelling costs, the letter must be composed in such a way that it en-

ables some decision to be made; for that reason an enclosed photo would be ap-

preciated. The letter, however, has also to contain the following:

1. Name, status, place of residence of parents or guardians.

2. The candidate’s date of birth, of first holy communion (and confirmation).

3. Exact details about the length and type of his schooling, furthermore how

far he got in each subject and in the text books on which the classes were based.

4. Proof of his knowledge and achievement by enclosing: a) available report

cards; b) exercise books for composition and other subjects with the remarks of

the teachers. If that is not possible, the candidate is to indicate how far he came

in his German-Latin and German-French translation textbook; he then chooses to

translate 1. The first ten lines of the following German-Latin and German-French

texts, which he will not have worked  through either orally or in writing with any-

one else. 2. About ten lines of a section from a few previous pages, that he has

neither done as homework nor worked through with anyone, or, if it was already

taken through in school, then only once, or at the most twice. The German text

must also be included. 3. He is to add any mathematical exercises done in past

3-5 months, the solution to which he found himself. – All this must be conscien-

tiously observed and the candidate must declare that he has observed it and has

not passed the work to anyone for correction.

5. The house accepts only candidates both for classes and full board and lodg-

ing. Following the example of other missionary institutions, it will also most pro-

bably seldom or not at all allow the candidates to go for holidays, but it will provide

the necessary recreation in the house itself. In any case, judging from other ex-

amples, a yearly fee for board and lodging of 500 Marks would not be too high.

Thus, parents or well-meaning, well- situated people who, as missionary spon-

sors, are disposed to provide for the living expenses of a student, will therefore,

if they are able, gladly pay this amount in order to make it possible all the sooner

for the institution to have the means for necessary further buildings and to 

accept free of charge poor but good students. Every candidate therefore has to 

indicate if and how much of the board and lodging fee his parents, guardians or

patrons are willing to pay annually.

6. A statement of which writings about the work of missionaries amongst the

pagans he has read, since when it has been his wish to become a missionary,

how often and how long he has been sick, and if he thinks he will be able to put

up with heat, cold and other sufferings and deprivations for God’s sake, and if he

is willing to submit to all the rules of the house and to practice the spirit of obe- 

dience and patience, in order to become, with the grace of God, a good 

missionary.

All of this is to be sent in a post-paid letter (which can weigh up to ½ a pound)

or otherwise in a post-paid parcel, the sooner the better, to the director of the mis-

sion house in Steyl, P.O. Kaldenkirchen in Rhineland- Prussia. We will then invite

those whose admission seems possible to us to the mission house for an oral

exam or in case of a very great distance, they will be conditionally accepted. (Let-

ters from the Netherlands are to be sent to Steyl near Tegelen.)

Candidates who request full board and lodging free or mainly free, naturally do

not present the same guarantee with regard to their vocation as those students

who, by offering to pay the full  board and lodging, show that they could also

choose another higher profession, but that they nevertheless out of love for Jesus

want to renounce all worldly hopes. But for poorer students also other less pure

intentions could be decisive and therefore one has to be doubly careful. Their 

application for admission will, therefore, not be successful unless supported by

credible persons. …

Classes in the mission house will as far as possible be geared towards the



you the rent, you owe me the interest on the borrowed money. The two will cancel

each other out.”   

In the afternoon: “The altar is now ready; it has been nicely put together  by

Heinrich [Erlemann] from the parts of an altar from the old chapel. So now the

house has a center and tomorrow we will begin to recite our morning prayer and

make our meditation there so that there will be more order in the house.  … Kindly

bring as many of your things as you can. We have very little, especially linen. Mr.

Reichart likes his room very much. Its position upstairs, facing the Maas, is really

unique and I would gladly have exchanged with him if only my desk would have

gone in. But your room is better than Reichart’s. …

“With cordial greetings in the hope to see you with us soon,

“With love, yours A. J.” (Peter Bill, Korrespondenz [Correspondence], pp. 17-18; Alt, Journey in

Faith, p. 87)

SECOND STUDENT

The carpenter Heinrich Erlemann is considered the first student of the new

mission house. The second student is Gottfried Gipmanns from Goch who entered

Steyl as a fifteen year old on September 17, 1875. He had attended the junior

high school in Goch which prepared students for the higher classes. When his par-

ents died suddenly, the pastor “took the orphan under his care and offered to pay

300 Marks per year for his board” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, trans. John Vogelsang, Arnoldus

Press Manila, 1975, p. 76)

PRAYER AND HOLY MASS 

Morning and evening prayer, as well as meditation, took place in the chapel of

the mission house. For almost one year Holy Mass was celebrated in the parish

church opposite the mission house. Here they also prayed the stations of the

cross. The parish priest, “Fr. Backhuis, suffered from tuberculosis of the spinal

column and was unable to walk: so Father Janssen took over his duties and even

preached in Dutch – that is to say, in the dialect which is spoken on either side of

the border and which he had learned in his native Goch” (Hermann Fischer SVD, Life of

Arnold Janssen, transl. Frederick M. Lynk, S.V.D., Mission Press Techny, Ill, 1925,  pp. 146-147).
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The Arnoldus Family Story

FR.  PETER BILL

On September 8, 1875 the community of the new St. Michael’s mission house

in Steyl numbered four: Arnold Janssen, his brother, Brother Juniperus, William

Janssen OFMCap, the seminarian Francis Xavier Reichart and the carpenter Hein-

rich Erlemann. Still to come were Fr. Peter Bill, parish priest in Buschrodt, Luxem-

burg, and the seminarian John Baptist Anzer from Regensburg.

Fr. Bill was born in 1833 and ordained priest in 1866.

On May 12, 1875 he had written his first letter to Arnold

Janssen showing  his interest in the new mission house.

On June 7, 1875 he met Fr. Arnold for the first time in

Kempen. Like Fr. Arnold and the seminarian Anzer, on

June 16, 1875 he dedicated himself to the Sacred Heart

of Jesus and the new mission house. On August 5, 1875,

the day after the mission house had been bought, he, Fr.

Arnold and the seminarian  Reichart met for their first

conference in the new mission house. On September 10,

1875 Bishop Nikolaus Adames of Luxemburg released

him from his duties as parish priest and wrote to him:

“At your request I herewith give you the honorable release from the office of

parish priest of Bushrodt, effective from the end of the current month of Septem-

ber, so that you can enter the German mission house” (Peter Bill, Korrespondenz [Corre-

spondence] unpublished manuscript, p. 15).

Probably in April 1909, Fr. Bill began to write his memoirs in which he wrote

about the doubts he experienced before entering Steyl:  

“At that time, besides all the many tensions caused by business affairs, I also

had to go through other inner sufferings, because of several things I had seen and

heard on my last trip. Once in a while Fr. Arnold let slip something of his secret

plans, particularly what had been discussed during our conference in Steyl on 

August 5, then there was also what Fr. von Essen told me about Janssen; finally

my own closer dealings with Fr. Janssen made me doubt very much whether 

Fr. Janssen was the practical man and whether  he had enough knowledge of the

world, insight into human nature or the experience needed to found such an 
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It necessarily belongs to God’s guidance

to reveal to us His intentions only gradually.

How else would we learn

to walk before him in the light of faith and unconditional trust.

(Arnold Janssen, Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote [Litttle Messenger of the Sacred Heart], 1874)

Peter Bill



enterprise.  Religiously he seemed to me too narrow minded. I didn’t doubt his

virtue, good will and also energy. I always hoped that a person of good reputation,

experience, and insight into world and human affairs would join us, one who had

sufficient authority so that Fr. Janssen would submit to him. For I already doubted

then that he would accept much from me. But such a person was not found and

I also doubted whether Dr. von Essen would or could do anything in that regard.

The reverend priests as well … drew attention to the difficulties of such an enter-

prise. Then the thought haunted me whether it would not be better to wait a bit

longer still before joining, until one or the other man, as described above, would

take  up the matter, or until it became clearer what Fr. Janssen wanted to found.

In August, therefore, I went to the bishop. First I thanked him for giving  me

permission to join Fr. Janssen; but then I also informed him about my doubts re-

garding the suitable structure of the mission house, and if it was suitable and ap-

propriate to introduce the Third Order Rule of St. Dominic. I had, therefore, thought

that it was more advisable for me to wait some time more before joining until one

or the other person of good repute and experience had joined the project, or at

least until one knew for sure what Fr. Janssen really wanted and how he wanted

to set up the mission house. For it seemed to me that Fr. Janssen wanted to con-

nect a number of things with the mission house which were not suitable for it, as

in particular the Third Order Rule of St. Dominic with its severity of four days of ab-

stinence and one day of fasting each week. When I mentioned the Third Order

Rule of St. Dominic the bishop became impatient; he did not let me continue. He

stopped me with the words: ‘No one who puts his  hand to the plow must look

back’. When he saw that I was not really happy with him turning me down so

abruptly, he then still wanted to console me a little and said that Fr. Janssen had

studied and researched everything regarding the missions and missionary con-

gregations; he would, therefore, also find what would be best.”

These words of the bishop had their effect on Fr. Bill; since the bishop was

against his postponing joining the mission house, he said to himself: “Alea jacta

est [the die is cast]…You cannot step back; for postponing would perhaps have

been as much as withdrawing; at least this is the way the bishop understood it.

However, I had not given a single thought to giving up going to the missions. I

thought rather that if nothing practical for the missions would happen through Fr.

Janssen in Steyl, I would then later travel to France and visit the different institu-

tions which sent out missionaries and enter one of those institutions there (in

spite of a certain aversion I had to everything French). However the words of the

bishop: ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow must look back’ were the deciding

factor for me to join Fr. Janssen as soon as my personal affairs were in order. I re-

newed the sacrifice to dedicate myself to the project; and I renewed that sacrifice

several times. I wanted to do everything in my power to begin the work and to give

a hand until more capable hands would take hold of it and carry it out. For if no

beginning was made, there wouldn’t be any people coming who would be capable

of making it succeed;  for I was definitely convinced of the feasibility and neces-

sity of a German mission house for Germans” (Peter Bill, Erinnerungen (Memoirs), unpub-

lished manuscript, pp. 27-29).

On September 28 Fr. Bill finally went to Steyl where he was not yet expected,

since he had erroneously announced his arrival for October 28. Yet before he got

to Steyl he received two letters from Steyl, one from seminarian Reichart and the

other from Arnold Janssen.

On September 15, 1875 Reichart wrote to Fr. Bill:

“With joy we received your esteemed  letter of the eleventh of this month and

we see from it that your farewell from your home place will not be difficult for you,

thus entering our house will be all the easier and more pleasant. Your request to

have a room reserved for a chapel has long since been met. We have chosen the

long room on the first floor and the altar will be put in today. The ‘Ronck’s living

room’ will be the library. Now your choice is between two good rooms. One is 

facing the church, the other faces the Maas, and if you choose the latter, you will

be my neighbor. 

“You will know that in the evening of the opening celebrations a telegram ar-

rived from Rome with the blessing of the Holy Father. Further more we received the

approbation  of the bishops of Ermeland ([with a donation of] 60 Marks), of Brünn,

of Strasburg ([with a donation of]1000 francs). You see God does not leave us.

Therefore I also believe that you can completely put to rest that ‘overwhelming

anxiety and fear’ when thinking of our poor capability. ‘In Te Domine, speravi, non

confundar in aeternum [In you, Lord, I have trusted, I will not be confounded in

eternity]!’ I for my part – certainly the weakest one – do not feel those over-

whelming anxieties at all; I surrender myself completely to Divine Providence. If it

can use me for something, then good; if not, Providence will certainly find other

means to achieve what it wants. The project will succeed. That seems certain; and

that is enough for me; if it continues to flourish through me or through others, that

is of secondary importance to me. Therefore, my dear Father, away with  fear and

anxiety! You will see, everything will turn out well, ‘our efforts will not be removed’,

but they will be supported and continued by others. Our poorness does not speak

against, but for the work; for ‘God is powerful in the little ones’ and ‘we ourselves

are nothing, but I can do anything in God my savior.’…

Please, by all means bring the Sacred Heart statue with you and if possible

also the wine” (Peter Bill, Korrespondenz [Correspondence], pp. 16-17; Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 87).

That very same September 15, Fr. Arnold also wrote to Fr. Bill:

“In the meantime you will have received my letter of September 10… Just bring

all your wine along;  it is welcome and it will be worth the freight.  Just now the altar

is being placed into the room which we had marked for it earlier on.”

Regarding “the monetary regulations we made earlier, the following will serve

the purpose: You are the owner, I am the leaseholder of the mission house. I owe
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