
FR. ARNOLD JANSSEN IN ROME

Fr. Arnold arrived in Rome around June 16, 1878. At first he stayed at the Campo
Teutonico near St. Peter’s, a college for German-speaking priest students; later he
moved to another German speaking college, the Anima near Piazza Navona (see Josef

Alt, Journey in Faith, transl. Frank Mansfield, Jacqueline Mulberge, Steyler Verlag Nettetal 2002, p. 172). 

Meeting with Cardinal Simeoni

Soon after his arrival in Rome Fr. Arnold was able to meet the new Prefect of the
Propaganda, Cardinal Simeoni. He gave him the report about the mission house which
he had written in May [see Arnoldus Family Story, December 2014]. Furthermore he
told him that the mission house wanted to send its priest John Baptist Anzer to China.

In Steyl everybody was waiting for some news about a possible first mission terri-
tory. In a PS of a letter to Frs. Anzer and Wegener Fr. Arnold wrote: “Concerning the

missions, all pagan lands with the exception of Sumatra, Borneo and New Guinea

have been given away. Consequently, even if it wanted to, Propaganda could not give

us any territory there without asking the respective Vicars Apostolic. So it would be

presumptuous and unwise to press the issue … So do not say there is already a ques-

tion of getting our own mission. If you have said that, then try to correct it by all

means” (see Alt, Journey in Faith, pp. 172-173).

Cardinal Simeoni made a good impression on Fr. Arnold: He “and his secretary
Agnozzi … are well-disposed towards us. That is a positive development with which we
must be satisfied for the time being, since our contact is now official. Now that they
know us, later negotiations will be easier” (ibid., p. 173).

A priest who in those days worked at the Propaganda, Agliardi, later told one of Fr.
Arnold’s secretaries, Fr. Hilger, about this first visit of Fr. Arnold with Cardinal Simeoni:

“I recall with pleasure… the first time Fr. Arnold Janssen came to Rome in 1878

to ask for the blessing of the Prefect of the Propaganda (Cardinal Simeoni) for his

project.  He (Agliardi) was then only a minutante and was assigned to work on Fr.

General’s report. Simeoni asked, What can this penniless priest have in mind? It was

simply impossible to establish a mission seminary in Germany then. But he told the

ultimate source of all knowledge and, finally, since the Church will not achieve nor

maintain dominion over the spirits on earth if she does not also increasingly have a

command of the sciences, together with true piety and apostolic zeal: for these rea-

sons, therefore, our seminary also wishes to work for the aforementioned purpose

side by side with other much more learned and more eminent men, as I had intended

from the beginning and had already expressed in writing before the foundation, and

therefore our seminary will openly state this as its second task for those who are 

capable of it.

Therefore we also wish, particularly through the teachers in our colleges, where

possible to further the progress of the sciences in the true knowledge of human and

divine things, and to do so in such a way that in everything we act in a true Catholic

spirit, in the footsteps of those who received most light from the Divine Word: the au-

thors of Holy Scripture, the teachers of the Church, in particular St. Thomas Aquinas;

keeping to the infallible teaching of the Catholic Church and the Roman Pontiff and

expounding everything in their spirit. 

Since, however, our possibilities by no means appear sufficient, would you, Most

Holy Father, if you approve of our intention and endeavour to combine science with

the apostolic spirit, be pleased to give us your special apostolic blessing so that, if it

pleases God, we may attain what we strive for.” (auf der Heide, Die Missionsgesellschaft von

Steyl (The Missionary Society of Steyl,) pp. 75-76).
Pope Leo read this report “from the first to the last word aloud, frequently inter-

rupting his reading with bene, bene (good, good!) and once with the word optime (very
good!). At the end he said:

‘Et etiam ad hoc dabo tibi benedictionem particularem ac singularem, ut mereatis
fieri boni athlethae in vinea Domini. In nomine + Patris et + Filii et + Spiritus Sancti.
Amen.’

This means: ‘And also to this I give you a special and particular blessing, so that
you may deserve to become good spiritual athlets in the vineyard of the Lord. In the
name of the + Father and of the + Son and of the +Holy Spirit. Amen’” (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-

Bote [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart], September 1878, p. 71). 
After that the Pope extended his hand to Fr. Arnold so that he could kiss it “and I

knelt down to kiss his feet also. Then I stood up and left the room…” (Alt, Journey in Faith,

p. 174). After the audience Fr. Arnold made some more visits, prayed in St. Peter’s at
the tombs of all the saints buried there and in the evening of this memorable July 12,
1878 he left Rome for the Holy House in Loretto where he arrived the next morning,
July 13. By “9.45 [am] I was standing at the altar in the house where the Eternal Word
was made Flesh”, Fr. Arnold wrote (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelgesang, Manila

1975, p. 124). 
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Cardinal he believed Janssen’s comportment showed that he was a man of God and

the right man to realize such a project. Anyway he would lose nothing by giving the

blessing, there was no risk in that. So Simeoni gave his blessing to the plan” (ibid.). 

Waiting for the audience with Pope Leo XIII

On June 23, 1878, Fr. Arnold sought Cardinal Simeoni’s help for an audience with
Pope Leo XIII. During the time of waiting for the audience, Fr. Arnold prepared a 
further report about the mission house in writing for the pope. 

On July 1, he walked together with the Rector of the Collegio Teutonico, Msgr. de
Waal, who had been ordained a priest in Muenster a year after Fr. Arnold, to the 
catacomb of St. Sebastian and collected a few stones as relics.

First and Second audience with Pope Leo XIII

Since at first it was not possible to get a private audience, Fr. Arnold was admit-
ted to a public audience, “at the end of which all present were introduced to the Pope
individually” (Hermann auf der Heide, Die Missionsgesellschaft von Steyl. Die ersten

25 Jahre ihres Bestehens (The Mission Society of Steyl. The first 25 years of its exis-
tence), Steyl 1900, pp. 73-74) , and  Fr. Arnold was able to report shortly about the
foundation and progress of the house (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelgesang,

Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975, p. 122).
On July 12, 1878, at 1 pm, Fr. Arnold was finally admitted to a private audience

with Pope Leo XIII. To Rev. Leopold Ochs, priest and teacher in the Steyl Mission
House, he wrote later: “How many great and splendid anterooms, the walls and the
floor decorated with beautiful marble! When I was finally called to enter the Holy Fa-
ther’s living room I found it extraordinarily modest and rather small in relation to the
anterooms” (Arnold Janssen, Letter to Leopold Ochs, 16.7.1878, Generalate SVD archive nos. 11520-

522, in “Letters of Arnold Janssen”, transcription Franz Bosold SVD, CD arrangement: Sebastian Mattap-

pallil, SVD).

For the readers of the mission magazine “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger

of the Sacred Heart) Fr. Arnold wrote the following report in the September 1878 issue:

“During this summer the Rector of the Mission House travelled to the capital city

of Catholic Christianity to pray there at the tomb of the holy apostles and to person-

ally give a report about our house. The rector was most cordially welcomed by his

Eminence, Cardinal Simeoni, Prefect of the Propaganda who on behalf of the Holy Fa-

ther presides over the foreign missions. Most cordial also was the welcome of Arch-

bishop i.p. Agnozzi, secretary of the Propaganda, as well as, finally, of the Holy Father

himself who was so kind as to receive me in a public and a private audience.

With great pleasure the Holy Father received the information which I could give

him about the foundation and the progress of our house. He remarked that there

were certainly great difficulties ahead of us (which, by the way, the dear Lord gave us

already in great measure right at the beginning); however, we should always stand

firm in our confidence in God, and then we would certainly receive help. To this pur-

pose he wanted to give us a Benedictio specialissima, that is a very special blessing,

so that we would become worthy and true spiritual athletes in the vineyard of the

Lord. Thus the hallowed spiritual head of our Church.

If only these words, coming from such an exalted mouth, may be fulfilled in us!

Would that they become for us strength in our weakness, support in all tribulation and

animating confidence in a happy conclusion!

In the private audience, which I received through the recommendation of His Em-

inence, Cardinal Simeoni, I was fortunate to be able to present to the Holy Father a

further oral report about the foundation of the house and its progress up to now and

at the same time to give to him the magazines published by our house “.

The audience went like this:

“The Holy Father stood opposite the entrance and gave me a very warm welcome.

I knelt down before him and he offered me his ring to kiss, after which he bade me

stand up. First I gave a short report in Latin about the foundation, goal, and estab-

lishment of our house. He listened with great interest. Then, on a big silver dish given

to me in the anteroom, I presented him with the magazines of our house. These had

been bound in white silk in the bookbindery of the Propaganda and marked with the

papal coat-of-arms. On top was the Sacred Heart Messenger, all the issues published

so far. He looked at a few pictures and asked about the title and contents of the maga-

zine. I explained both and told him that this magazine made the foundation of our

house possible and still helps to support it. Then he took the Stadt Gottes and looked

at the pictures of the first four issues and admired their beauty. When he came to the

page with his own picture, I told him that it had been printed before his election and

it was suggested then that he would be raised to the throne of Peter. He asked in sur-

prise, Et hoc erat ante electionem? [And that was before the election?] Then I handed
him some other items of information about our house that I had formulated more pre-
cisely in writing” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 174).

This information, written in Latin, reads in English:

“… Our seminary will work mainly for the spread of the gospel among the pagans

and for this purpose it has several times already received the blessing of the Holy

See and of very many bishops of Germany, Austria and the Netherlands.

But since our seminary must also have houses of studies and will perhaps have

to compete in the missions with the schools of other believers, particularly, however,

since at its foundation it was dedicated to  the Divine Word who became a human

being for us and who is not only the light and help of the missionaries but also the
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In the January issue of the ARNOLDUS FAMILY STORY we accompanied Fr.
Arnold Janssen in Rome. A few hours after his private audience with Pope Leo XIII on
July 12, 1878, he left Rome. First he travelled to Loreto, where in the morning of July
13 – in his own words – he celebrated Holy Mass “in the house in which the Eternal
Word became flesh”. In the afternoon he continued his journey by train first to Verona
(Italy) where he visited the African College of Bishop Daniel Comboni. The rector of the
college who had visited Steyl together with Bishop Comboni at the end of 1877,
“clapped his hands in delight when he saw me, so impressed was he by the visit he
had made to Steyl” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 175). From Verona Fr. Arnold went on to Brixen
where he wanted to meet for the first time with Fr. Joseph Freinandemetz whom he
had asked in a letter to come to Brixen. Yet Fr. Joseph was not the only one Fr. Arnold
wanted to meet in Brixen.

FR.  ARNOLD IN BRIXEN

Visits with benefactors and friends
In Brixen Fr. Arnold stayed with the Capuchins. He visited the Augustinian Canon

Regular John Chrysostomus Mitterrutzner, who had been a teacher of Fr. Joseph
Freinademetz and who was the driving force behind the mission enthusiasm in the
diocese of Brixen. Furthermore Fr. Arnold visited Fr. Schmiederer, the director of the
minor seminary who had begun to send financial donations to the mission house in
Steyl. In the major seminary he visited the circle of friends of St. Michael’s mission
house in Steyl which had existed there since the end of 1875 / beginning of 1876. The
driving force behind this circle of friends was the seminarian Aemilian Schoepfer. He
had been selling Fr. Arnold’s mission magazine “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” – Little Mes-
senger of the Sacred Heart – amongst the clergy of the diocese of Brixen and even
in the remotest Alpine villages of South Tyrol. He even thought of joining the mission
house in Steyl, but his superiors in Brixen had other plans for him. Another member
of the circle of friends was Joseph Seeber who published poems in the newly founded
Steyl weekly magazine “Die Heilige Stadt Gottes” – “The Holy City of God”. Schoepfer
received a lot of criticism for his campaign for the mission house in Steyl. The dio-
cese had just built a new minor seminary which cost a lot of money. Campaigning for
Steyl and the pagan missions was against the interests of the diocese, some people
said. Schoepfer’s reply was: “Pagan missions must become the concern of all the
people.”

SECOND NEW BUILDING

In August 1878 the readers of the “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger of
the Sacred Heart) were given the following information:

“When this issue is in the hands of the readers, the main building of the mission

house, which was started at the beginning of the year [March] will - if God so wishes

– be pretty much completed. Thanks be to the good God who gave his all-powerful

blessing to the project, thanks be to the holy foster father Joseph and all the dear

saints who were close to us with their protection, thanks be also and God’s richest 

reward to the noble benefactors who through their alms donated a small stone to the

building. It is true, much has still to be paid for and much has yet to be done; however

we firmly trust in God’s further blessing and the protection of our dear patrons. At 

the same time we also hope that our benefactors will not withdraw their kind help

from us.”

On August 22nd 1878 this new building was solemnly blessed by the friend of the
house and former China missionary, Fr. Smorenburg.

St. Michael’s Missionhouse, Steyl, in August 1878
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Two Future Saints meet

It was Monday, July 15 or Tuesday, July 16 that Frs. Arnold and Joseph met in the
Capuchin monastery in Brixen. However, Fr. Joseph felt disappointed and depressed
after the meeting. The second SVD bishop and successor of Bishop Anzer, Bishop 
August Henninghaus who knew both Frs. Arnold and Joseph well described the meet-
ing in this way:

Freinademetz was a warm hearted South Tyrolean with a lively sensitivity. He was

used to the pleasant, warm disposition of his people. In his breast the fire of enthu-

siasm for the missions was burning and he felt mightily urged to be able to go to the

missions as soon as possible.  His opposite number was the cool, taciturn Northern

German. The blessed founder, particularly in the first years, could be very cool and

reserved towards those who applied to enter the mission house. The reason for that

may have been partly his character and the strict self discipline which he had always

practiced. But he may have been guided partly by the intention to dampen the per-

haps too natural enthusiasm right from the beginning, to put the vocation clearly on

its supernatural foundation and to test its sincerity through the practice of self-denial.

With this outwardly cool reserve he seems to have met the young Tyrolean priest (Au-

gust Henninghaus, P. Josef Freinademetz S.V.D., Sein Leben und Wirken [His life and work], Zugleich

Beiträge zur Geschichte der Mission Süd-Shantung [At the same time contributions towards the history of

the South Shantung Mission], Yenchowfu, Verlag der katholischen Mission [publisher Catholic Mission],

1920, p. 16).

When Fr. Freinadmetz met Fr. Arnold, his bishop had already given him the written
permanent release from the diocese on July 4th 1878 so that he could work as a mis-
sionary (Bornemann, As Wine Poured Out, Blessed Joseph Freinadmetz, Divine Word Missionaries, Rome

1984, p. 32). In spite of his disappointing meeting with Fr. Arnold, he was resolved to join
the mission house in Steyl. Together with Fr. Arnold he went to see Prince Bishop
Gasser of Brixen who told Fr. Arnold: “The bishop of Brixen says NO, but the Catholic
bishop says YES; take my son Freinademetz and make a first class missionary out of
him” (ibid., p. 33). 

RETURN TO STEYL
From Brixen Fr. Arnold travelled back to Steyl, making a number of stops on the way

in order to meet people who were important for him and his mission work. The day of
his arrival in Steyl is not known; it may have been during the first days of August 1878. 

LETTER FROM ROME

Upon his arrival in Steyl he probably found the letter of Cardinal Simeoni, prefect
of the Propaganda in Rome, written in July. It was the answer to Fr. Arnold’s official re-
port to Pope Leo XIII about St. Michael’s mission house in Steyl. The Cardinal wrote:

“Reverend Father!

From the report which you gave to our most holy Lord Leo XIII during your stay in

Rome, I see that in the year 1875 a mission house for foreign missions in honour of

St. Michael was founded by you in Steyl, diocese of Roermond in Holland, for the pur-

pose of spreading the Catholic faith amongst the pagans, particularly in China. I also

see that the same, according to your report, has already borne rich fruit. Since I can-

not doubt that you have set yourself the best goal in the enterprise and carrying out

of this work, I wish you good fortune in everything that you have wanted to do until

now  for the greater honour of God and the salvation of souls; at the same time I ex-

hort you, that while you observe precisely everything that in such cases has to be ob-

served according to the  Church’s statutes, you continue the work you have begun

with a joyful spirit without fear of the difficulties which you perhaps may have to over-

come.

It is, however, of greatest importance, as you will understand, that the students of

this institution be suitably trained in piety and that they will zealously make the best

principles of the sciences their own; in particular that from their young years they be-

come accustomed to carrying the yoke and to giving reverence and obedience to their

superiors in every possible way, particularly to the Apostolic See. If all this comes

from a genuine spirit they will be able to render useful help in taking care of the apos-

tolic missions. This is, however, as I know, the goal which you have set for yourself and

which I hope you will achieve with God’s help. In the meantime I will not neglect in my

prayers to recommend the institution to the heavenly patrons of this house and I pray

greatly that God will give you grace and effective help in special measure. For the

time being I ask God that he will kindly preserve you still for a long time to come.

Given at Rome,at our residence of the holy Congregation of the Propagation of the

Faith, in July 1878.

Fr. Arnold published this letter in the October 1878 issue of his mission magazine
“Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart) and added the fol-
lowing words:

“From the above words we clearly see how welcome the founding of a German

mission seminary has been to the holy Congregation of the Propaganda and how

much it wishes the house to progress well. 

Let us, therefore, give thanks to God Almighty, that he has already helped us so

far and let us not cease to recommend to him in our prayers those through whose do-

nations the mission house has achieved such a development, that it would be a lack

of trust in God’s providence if we were anxiously worried about the future. May the

Lord God reward them for their donations and may he confirm with his most high

blessing that Apostolic blessing which upon the request of the Rector the Holy Fa-

ther Leo XIII has given them!”

WARNING!! !

In the August 1878 issue of the “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote”  (Little Messenger of the
Sacred Heart) we read the following notice under the heading “Warning”:

“Herewith we wish to warn our esteemed friends and benefactors that some time
ago, somewhere around Krefeld [a town in Germany] a swindler went around claim-
ing to be a book-keeper of the mission house. In several places he also collected
money. If those cases are repeated we ask you to report this to the police.“
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JOSEPH FREINADEMETZ LEAVES HOME AND TRAVELS TO STEYL

Having met Fr. Arnold Janssen in Brixen, Fr. Joseph Freinademetz went back to his
parish St. Martin in Thurn. On Sunday, August 11, 1878, he bade farewell to his
parishioners. He ended his sermon with the words:

I come to my conclusion. For almost two years now I have tried to set before

you from this pulpit the teachings of our Holy Faith, to show you the way to heaven.

In all sincerity I can say that I have never intentionally offended anyone; whatever

I said, was said from the purest of motives. If some good has been done through

my words, the credit belongs to the Heart of Jesus. But if I have been the obsta-

cle to much good because of my sins, I beg your pardon. I thank each of you for

the love you have shown me” (Fritz Bornemann, As Wine Poured Out, Blessed Joseph

Freinademetz SVD, Divine Word Missionaries, Rome 1984, p. 34).

On Sunday, August 18, 1878, Fr. Joseph said goodbye in his home parish church
St. Leonard in Abtei. “His father, mother, brothers and sisters occupied pews well up
front” (ibid.). In his sermon he told his people that he felt called to missionary service
by the “merciful God, whose goodness knows no bounds, who chooses the small, the
weak and not infrequently even great sinners to be his servants, his instruments.”
He concluded by saying:

“Soon I shall depart from your midst. God knows, perhaps we shall not see

one another again until judgment day. I cannot deny that it is difficult for me to

leave my dear parents and so many friends and benefactors. In the last analysis,

however, man was not created for this world but for something greater; not to

enjoy this life but to work in the place to which the Lord calls him. For this reason

I go, confidently and tranquilly, to the place to which the Lord beckons me. In the

words of the prophet Simeon I say: ‘Nunc dimittis, now let me depart’” (ibid., p. 35).

After a tearful farewell to his parents and sisters and brothers he began the first
long journey of his life in Bruneck: By train he went from Bruneck via the Brenner to
Innsbruck [Austria] and from there to Munich [Germany] and then on to Steyl. About
his journey he wrote to his parents: “No sooner was I alone and, like an orphan, aban-

doned by all the world than I experienced the truth of what a friend once told me: the

farther we are from men and the more we are alone, the nearer we are to God. A

feeling of confident joy came over me and I said to myself: you have left everything

that is one day to have a good death. –Oh, how important the holy exercises are

where quite a few people again found their peace and where others were reborn

spiritually. Everyone of them will keep the memory of these days for the rest of

their lives; the places and persons are indelibly imprinted on their memory and

quite a few even in their latter years bless the reason which made them partici-

pate in the joy  of the holy exercises.”

Amongst the men were teachers, artisans, businessmen, farmers, students,
labourers, one sacristan and pensioners.

Fr. Arnold mentions furthermore that almost at the same time as the men’s re-
treats there were also retreats for women in the convents of the Sisters of Notre Dame
(from Essen/Germany) and of the Divine Providence Sisters (from Muenster/Ger-
many). Both convents were near the mission house. Because of the cultural war in
Germany these sisters had sought and found refuge in the village of Steyl.

JOSEPH FREINADEMETZ: FIRST IMPRESSION OF STEYL

On September 28, 1878, Fr. Joseph wrote to his parents and sisters and brothers:

The mission house “is truly a house of God. Here the spirit of piety and fear of

God reigns…. I have never seen anything like it, neither at the Cassianeum [minor

seminary in Brixen] nor at the Brixen [major] seminary. The zeal, the diligence, the

simplicity of the students is something quite new to me. In spite of their youth they re-

alize that life in this world must be taken seriously. This must be because all want to

be missionaries. So I am most happy to be here and thank the Lord for allowing me

to come to this place where I can learn many things, above all how to live as a Chris-

tian should. I have also begun the study of Chinese”(Bornemann, As Wine Poured Out, p. 37).

To a friend in Brixen he wrote about the students in Steyl: “For me it is a new spec-

tacle to see how these young men, I would like to say, have completely understood the

meaning of life. The love, the peace, the contentment which radiate from the faces

of them all, and that in spite of the strict, and I can say, mortified way of life which they

have to lead – is for me the clearest proof of the spirit that is within them.” (from Borne-
mann, Der selige P. J. Freinademetz, Freinademetz-Haus Bozen, 1977, p. 543 [This text is not to be found
in the English biography of Freinademetz]).

In particular he points out the obedience of the students which does not make it
difficult to keep discipline in the school. His overall impression of the mission house
is summed up with the words: 

The Steyl Mission House has a beautiful 
future ahead of it,

if only it is concerned to keep the good spirit
which is here now (ibid.).
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for the sake of God; therefore God will never forsake you. Next I picked up the little

book of Thomas a Kempis – the only companion I had chosen for my journey – and

the first lines my eyes lighted on were the consoling words of Christ: ‘Come to me all

you that are weary and heavily laden and I will console you’” (ibid., p. 35).

Fr. Joseph interrupted his journey to Steyl with a few stops and visited churches,
“especially those that are more beautiful than ours in Abtei. For a good stretch, some
18 hours, as I have already informed you, I traveled on the river.” Finally, in the evening
of Tuesday, August 27, he arrived at his destination. About the last stage from Cologne
to Steyl he wrote: “Meanwhile I had seen enough of Cologne; my heart is restless until
it rests in those holy places which it set out to find. Therefore, forward! Kaldenkirchen,
the last Prussian station, is already past; I have reached Venlo, the first Dutch station.
Another hour and I reach the mission seminary. I approach it praying the Te Deum.
Holy joy floods my heart, mixed, however, with a kind of anxiety. When shall I leave this
house again? Wither shall my path lead? Qui dedit velle, dabit et perficere, he who in-
spired the desire will also grant its fulfillment”(ibid., pp. 35-36).

Shortly after his arrival Fr. Joseph bound himself for one year by the vow of obe-
dience to the mission house. Then “began the novitiate in preparation for taking the
vow for three years” (ibid., p. 38). In those days the three vows of poverty, chastity and
obedience had not yet been introduced in the mission house. Fr. Arnold gave him the
task of teaching a few classes of Greek and occasionally he also conducted the small
choir (ibid.).

A NEW IMPORTANT FRIEND: FR. FERDINAND MEDITS CM

In 1878 the Vincentian priest Fr. Ferdinand Medits heard of the new mission house
in Steyl. He was born in 1841 in Hungary and in 1878 he worked in Vienna (Austria).
He was enthusiastic about the mission house and, as was his way, he acted quickly:
in the same year he asked Fr. Arnold to accept a young man as a student in Steyl (Fritz
Bornemann, Ferdinand Medits und Magdalena Leitner in der Geschichte des Steyler Missionswerkes [Fer-
dinand Medits and Magdalena Leitner in the history of the Steyl mission organization], Verbum Supple-

mentum 4, Rome 1968, p. 16). This was the first contact between Fr. Arnold and Fr. Medits
and over the years it developed into a friendship; on the occasion of Fr. Arnold’s death
Fr. Medits wrote: “Only a few knew Fr. Superior General of blessed memory as well as

I did; we were like brothers to one another”(in Nuntius SVD, No. 12, February 1909,

p. 55). In the course of time Fr. Medits would have, as we will see later, a great influ-
ence on the spirituality of the young mission society and the whole Steyl mission or-
ganization of which the veneration of the Holy Spirit is only one example. 

FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL IN ST. MICHAEL’S MISSION HOUSE

August 29, 1878 was a true feast day in the life of the high school in St. Michael’s
mission house; for the four students of the top class were to take their final exam.

“The rector [Arnold Janssen] presided over the examinations.” He himself also
took the minutes for the first four subjects. “Tests were held in religion, bible his-

tory, and Latin (which included translation from German to Latin of Tacitus and Ho-

race), Greek (Xenophon and Homer’s Odyssey, but no translation from German to

Greek), German Grammar and Literature, French (with translation both to and

from German), mathematics, natural science, physics, chemistry, world history

and geography. All four passed” (see Fritz Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Founder of Three Mis-

sionary Congregations, transl. John Vogelgesang,  Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975, p. 105).

RETREAT IN STEYL 

In 1877 when the first new building in Steyl had been completed, it was first used
for a retreat for priests and laymen. From then on retreats were an important apos-
tolate of the mission house. In September and in the first part of October 1878 four
retreat courses were preached for priests with a total of 210 participants and two re-
treat courses for laymen with a total of 90 men attending. The retreats for the priests
were preached by Franciscans and Redemptorists whereas the retreat master for the
retreats for the laymen was Fr. Arnold Janssen. For the men’s retreat from Septem-
ber 14-18 Fr. Arnold made this daily order for weekdays:

On Sunday rising was at 5.30 am and the morning prayer at 6.00 am. At 7.00 and
9. 00 am the retreatants participated in the first Holy Mass and the High Mass (Albert
Rohner, Die Vortragstätigkeit P. Arnold Janssens, Erster TeiL Exerzitien [Fr. Arnold’s talks. Part One: Re-
treat], Analecta SVD – 30, Rome 1974, pp. 31-32).

In November 1878 Fr. Arnold wrote about these 6 retreats in his mission magazine
“Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart]:

What a great divine blessing that was once again! …. From September 2 – Oc-

tober 9 altogether six times spiritual exercises took place in the German mission

house, four times for priests and twice for lay people. In September and in the

first part of October Steyl had almost become a pilgrimage place, to which crowds

of people coming from all sides made their pilgrimage, in order to dedicate them-

selves for almost four days to prayer, examination of conscience and meditation

on the eternal truths. You could see young men, still happy and taking a fresh look

at life ahead of them hurry there, and next to them serious men, matured through

long experience and the seriousness of life, some still pretty strong and others ob-

viously approaching the end of their days. All of them were driven by their one

[important] concern for their soul and the seriousness of life with its task to strive

for virtue, to cleanse themselves from sin and to learn the most important art,
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5.15 Rising

5.45 Morning Prayer

6.00 Meditation

7.00 Holy Mass

7.30 Breakfast and free time

8.30 Spiritual Reading and free time

9.45 Meditation

11.00 Free time

11.15 Rosary and Adoration

11.45 Lunch

13.30 Spiritual Reading and free time

14.45 Conference and free time

15.30 Afternoon coffee

16.15 Meditation

17.15 Free time

18.00 Stations of the Cross

18.30 Evening Meal

19.30 Evening Prayer

20.15 Points

21.00 Bedtime



St. MICHAEL’S MISSION HOUSE GROWS

Since its opening in September 1875 St. Michael’s mission house in Steyl had
been growing steadily – and not only in the number of its residents and new buildings,
but also in the number of workshops. The first was the carpentry shop of Heinrich 
Erlemann which he had set up in August 1875. A carpenter by profession, he had
joined Steyl to become a priest and missionary; however first he had to do carpentry
work. In 1876 the printing press followed, then the smithy, painter’s workshop and
eventually a bakery. Working students were in charge of those workshops: they were
students who had learned a trade  before they entered Steyl. Besides their studies
they had to run the workshops. One of them was Eberhard Limbrock who ran the
smithy and in 1896 became the founder of the New Guinea mission.

IN SEARCH OF A MISSION TERRITORY

Around the middle of October 1878 Fr. Arnold began to look in earnest for a mis-
sion for his first missionaries. Originally he had thought of John Baptist Anzer and his
own brother John Janssen as the first Steyl missionaries. Yet soon after the arrival of
Joseph Freinademetz in Steyl it already became clear to Fr. Arnold that instead of his
brother John, he would send Fr. Freinademetz to the missions.

However, where should he send his missionaries? He hoped for a mission area in
China and so he turned to the superior of the mission seminary in Milan/Italy. Mis-
sionaries from Milan were entrusted with the apostolic vicariate of Honan. Could his
two first missionaries do their “apprenticeship” with the Milan missionaries in Honan?
he asked the superior. “Though the reply was favorable, the approval of the vicar apos-
tolic himself would first have to be obtained, so Rector Janssen immediately set about
contacting him. However, since it would take five months for letters to travel back and
forth, it would be February or March before the two missionaries could expect to sail.
As regards the climate of China, the most favorable time for them to embark was Jan-
uary at the latest; besides, they would then have the additional advantage of traveling
with the Franciscan Friar, Father Martin Proell. The rector sent a similar inquiry to the
superior general of the Vincentian Fathers in Paris regarding their apostolic vicariate of
Peking, but received a negative answer” (Fritz Bornemann. As Wine Poured Out, Blessed Joseph
Freinademetz, SVD, Missionary in China 1879-1908, transl. John Vogelgesang,  Rome 1984, 38).

Why did Fr. Arnold turn to the superior general/superior of a missionary order/ in-
stitute and not directly to the Propaganda in Rome in order to get a mission territory

three other priests and two Brothers became novices and were given the  scapular of
St. Dominic. Again it was Fr. Augustin who, before the celebration, gave an enthusias-
tic homily to those concerned by pointing out the duties of the Third Order of Penance
of St. Dominic and then emphasising the great advantages of the same, how through
the same they entered into a particularly intimate relationship with the holy Father 
Dominic and the great saints of the Dominican order, like St. Thomas, St. Catherine
of Siena and many others and how they had a share in all the good works done in the
Order of St. Dominic. The rosary and the Magnificat before the exposed Blessed
Sacrament concluded this beautiful celebration. 

The importance of the connection of the mission house with precisely the Order
of St. Dominic must not be underestimated. The task of the Dominican Order is the
propagation of the faith and the preaching of the holy gospel. Exactly the same is also
the purpose of the mission house.  

NOVITIATE AND PROFESSION IN THE THIRD ORDER OF ST. DOMINIC

The report about December 8 says that three priests of the mission house were
professed in the Third Order; they were John Baptist Anzer, John Janssen and Her-
mann Wegener (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 312). Five more members of the mission house
were accepted as novices into the Third Order: three priests and two brothers. The two
Brothers were August Kreichel and Henry Elskemper. Kreichel received the religious
name Br. Jacobus and Elskemper Br. Marcolinus. Kreichel eventually left Steyl; Br.
Marcolinus remained, made vows in the SVD and is therefore considered the first
Brother of the Society of the Divine Word. The priests who were accepted into the
Third Order novitiate were Joseph Freinademetz, who was preparing for his mission
in China, as well as Leopold Ochs and Bernard Eikenbrock who were teachers in the
mission house. Whilst Ochs left Steyl, Eickenbrock became the first SVD novice mas-
ter and then later rector of St. Gabriel’s /Vienna, Austria. The new novices received
the scapular of St. Dominic and new names. Not only the Brothers received new Do-
minican names, but the priests as well – though the priests never used them. Those
names were: Arnold Janssen = Thomas, Anzer = Albert, John Janssen = Thomas, We-
gener = Jordanus, Freinademetz = Dominic, Blum = Hyacinth, Erlemann = Josef (ibid.)

MAY THE RISEN SAVIOR 
FILL YOU ALL WITH NEW COURAGE, 

NEW STRENGTH AND A NEW SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE
IN HIS SACRED SERVICE!

(ARNOLD JANSSEN)
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for his missionaries? In those days the mission territories were divided amongst the
missionary orders and institutes already existing; the Propaganda saw that this was
a problem, “but could mostly only intervene in an advisory capacity and seldom insist
on its own will” (Josef Alt, Journey in Faith, transl, Frank Mansfield, Jacqueline Mulberge, Steyler Ver-

lag, Nettetal, 2002, p. 176). Therefore Fr. Arnold had first to get into contact with the su-
periors of the missionary orders/institutes.

Fr. Arnold’s last hope for his missionaries was Bishop Raimondi, the Vicar Apos-
tolic of Hong Kong who had repeatedly asked for missionaries from Steyl. “The rector,
however, had serious misgivings about allowing his neophyte missionaries to remain
for a longer time in the large and busy transit port of Hong Kong. Besides, if at all
possible, the missionaries should from the very outset study the specific dialect they
would later use in their missionary work in China. But if no other door was open to
them, they would have to enter China by way of Hong Kong” (Bornemann, As Wine Poured

Out, pp. 38-39). Therefore, on January 11, 1879, Fr. Arnold wrote to the Prefect of the
Propaganda, Cardinal  Simeoni who had made the agreement of a Vicar Apostolic a
condition  before Frs. Anzer and Freinademetz could begin their missionary journey:
“Bishop Raimondi of Hong Kong is ready to accept our men on a temporary basis
until they have found a mission territory on the Chinese mainland. He has assured us
of that repeatedly. Would that suffice? If so, please let us know whether we may pro-
ceed with preparations for the departure of Frs. Anzer and Freinademetz so they can
leave Naples on 11 February or Brindisi on 17 February.” He added: “What have I to
pay for the ticket after subtracting the discount?” (Fritz Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Founder

of Three Missionary Congregations, transl. John Vogelgesang, Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975p. 126). 
John Baptist Anzer and Joseph Freinademetz were in a hurry to get to China. In

preparation for China, they spent December 1878 and January 1879 with the former
China missionary Fr. Smorenburg in order to get an introduction to the Chinese lan-
guage. Fr. Smorenburg spoke northern Chinese, namely the Peking dialect and he
was an excellent teacher. So the two new missionaries received “a very good but
much too short introduction to the language” (Bornemann, As Wine Poured Out, p. 39).

A MISSION HOUSE FOR AUSTRIA?

Already before Fr. Arnold had opened St. Michael’s mission house in Steyl he had
also thought of founding a mission house in Austria one fine day (cf. Alt, Journey in Faith,

p. 194).
In 1878 he corresponded with the Vincentian priest Fr. Medits in Vienna/Austria

about the admission to Steyl of two candidates whom he had recommended. In No-
vember 1878 he asked Fr. Medits what he thought about the foundation of a mission
house in Vienna. On November 15, 1878 Fr. Medits answered:

“According to him such a foundation would be of ‘greatest importance’ for the 
development of the mission seminary. However, there would be difficulties from vari-
ous sides. ‘The most advisable thing to do seems to me, if your Reverence will per-
sonally come to Vienna as soon as possible. There you can have a talk with His
Eminence [the archbishop of Vienna], with the Most Reverend Papal Nuntio and with
several other religious persons …. His Eminence is very much in favor of anything that

promotes the honor of God and the salvation of souls; for all I know, in case he should
die you might have great difficulties! His Eminence is in poor health. Therefore, use
the time well, all the more because through the new formation of the [government]
ministry, very great difficulties could be placed in the way of your intention.’ In case
the Rector was unable to come to Vienna right now, Fr. Medits asked for permission
to discuss the matter, sub sigillo [under the seal of silence] with a most influential sec-
ular priest” (Fritz Bornemann, Der erste Gründungsversuch in Österreich [The first attempt to make a

foundation in Austria], Verbum 9, 1967, p. 311).
Back in Steyl Fr. Arnold had heard of a house that was for sale in Vienna. He asked

the advice of Fr. Medits, who, however, was not in favor. Upon the insistence of Rec-
tor Janssen, Fr. Medits finally personally had a look at it and then on December 4th
gave a favorable report. Fr. Medits went looking around for a suitable house on his
own account and in the same letter informed Fr. Arnold about a castle that was for
sale. But Fr. Arnold did not respond to that (ibid., pp. 311-312).

DECEMBER 8, 1878 in Steyl

In the January 1879 edition of Fr. Arnold’s mission magazine “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-
Bote” [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart] we read the following about December
8, 1878: 

“Institution of the Arch Fraternity of the Holy Rosary in the chapel of the mission
house. – The feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin this year
was of  double importance for our house: first through the institution of the Archfra-
ternity of the Holy Rosary in the chapel of the house and then through the reception
of several members of the house into the Third Order of Saint Dominic.” Both cele-
brations were led by the Dominican Fr. Augustin Maria Keller. “The first celebration
took place in the morning after High Mass; at first Rev. Father had spoken warmly of
the origin, meaning and effects of the rosary; he had especially emphasised how pre-
cisely for the missionary, frequent practice of this prayer and preaching about it to the
pagans was generally found to be of the greatest importance. But this prayer was not
only a powerful help for the missionary in the practice of his holy vocation; for all
Christians, particularly in our sad times, it was most meaningful; convinced of that 
in the depth of his soul, the late Holy Father Pius IX, during almost every audience of
recent years, had encouraged the frequent prayer  of the rosary with the words: ‘If you
want to bring peace back to the world, once again introduce into your families the
practice of the holy rosary.’

After that the Rev. Father went to the altar of our Lady where the installation of the
Archfraternity took place. That altar then became the altar of the Fraternity. 

We may hope that the Queen of the holy rosary, which is prayed daily in the chapel
of the house by the whole community, will give its residents rich graces and hear
those requests that are brought to her after the rosary prayer for the salvation of the
living and the dead and particularly for the mission countries.

This beautiful celebration was followed in the afternoon by the reception of seve-
ral members of the house into the Third Order of St. Dominic. Three of our priests
who already belonged to it as novices made their profession before Fr. Augustin, whilst
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UNEXPECTED DIFFICULTIES

In 1875 Arnold Janssen had begun in Steyl with an Apostolic School for which
he needed teachers. Initially he was the only qualified teacher, assisted by some
priests of the new mission house, like John Baptist Anzer, his brother John Janssen,
Hermann Wegener and also Joseph Freinademetz. From October 1877 on he was
able to employ diocesan priests who because of the cultural war [Kulturkampf]

were not able to do priestly work in Prussia. However, some of these priests caused
him great problems, like Rev. Professor Dr. Vigener who taught philosophy in Steyl.
Fr. Blum, who after Fr. Arnold’s death became  his successor and who had been a
student of the professor, said about him: “As a teacher [professor of philosophy]
Vigener may have been good, he was a Thomist. […] He played the reformer here
in Steyl, attracted all to his side and then, little by little, practically pushed the Rec-
tor aside” (Josef Alt, Journey in Faith, transl. Frank Mansfied, Jacqueline Mulberge,  Steyler Verlag Net-

tetal, 2002, p. 138). Because of that Fr. Arnold sent him a serious letter on January
14, 1879: “Since our mutual opinions diverge so much, I maintain it would be best
to leave to me matters that do not concern you. I also appeal to you not to dimin-
ish my authority in the eyes of the members and students of the house. If you do
this, we can work beneficially side by side. If not, I feel it would be better that, as
we met in peace, we also part company in peace” (ibid.). Since the professor did not
change his manner, on January 22, 1879 Fr. Arnold sent him notice to quit. “The
conditions for fruitful cooperation no longer exist. I tried my best to accommodate
myself to you, indeed perhaps more than was good. […] Since I might need your
room soon, it might be good if you get someone to pack your things. […] How I wel-
comed you and what great trust I placed in you! Please understand how bitter it
was for me to have to write this letter”(ibid.).

THE FIRST MISSION–SENDING

Preparation
The Propaganda in Rome insisted that a Vicar Apostolic in China must state

that he was prepared to accept the first Steyl missionaries in his vicariate. On
January 11, 1879, Fr. Arnold wrote that Bishop Raimondi in Hong Kong had sev-
eral times already declared his willingness to accept the Steyl missionaries. 

also the most consoling words which immediately follow: they come home with joy,
carrying their sheaves [Ps. 126:6].

After the festive meal the mission sending ceremony began in the chapel
[today the Apostle hall]. Following the Magnificat the Rector gave his speech: He
began with the words of scripture: “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are

few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.”
Then he continued: “3½ years ago the above-mentioned scripture verse was the
introduction at the occasion of the foundation of the house, when a few words had
to be said to the faithful gathered at the holy place; today I also  put them first,
since I am about to bid a joyful farewell to the first missionaries of this house im-
mediately before their departure. How many events lie  between then and now.
How many crosses, how much suffering! But the signs of the Most High’s favour
and His blessings are more by far! How much has the house grown inwardly and
outwardly since that time. Then still comparable to a small, insignificant mustard
seed, it has expanded its walls further year by year and increased the number 
of its residents. And when today it is home to 84 people already, among them 48
students and 10 priests, the reason for it has to be sought in Him from whom all
good things come, giving them all the blessing and fulfilment.” This blessing,
“which the house, even though unmerited – has received so far”, the Rector also
wished the two new missionaries.

After that the Internuncio blessed the mission crosses and gave them to the
new missionaries. Then a scene followed during which many could not keep back
their tears: First Rector Janssen, then the members of the house kissed the feet
of the two missionaries who were standing on the “topmost step of the altar.”
“With folded hands they stood there; … Anzer could not stand still; and he wept
continuously”(Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Manila, 1975. p. 128). During the kissing of the
feet the choir sang in Latin the song: “How precious are the feet of those who 
announce peace.”

The celebration had come to an end. “Outside the buggy stood ready to take
them to Kaldenkirchen. A last handshake. Again all sang: ‘Whether we rejoice or
whether we weep, may the Heart of Jesus unite us here and in eternity’” (ibid.).

Rector Janssen accompanied his first missionaries to the train. The  first two mis-
sionaries of the German-Austrian-Dutch mission house were on their way to the
first mission: China.
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Fr. Arnold then asked if that was sufficient  to let his missionaries go to China. On
February 18, 1879 he received the answer which made him decide on March 2,
1879 as the day of the new missionaries’ departure.

On February 23, Fr. Joseph Freinademetz gave a spiritual talk to the students:
The theme was the gospel of the Sunday: the parable of the sower who goes out
to sow (Lk 8).

Fr. Joseph emphasised how happy it should make us “to be allowed to help in
some small way in sowing the good seed, the Divine Word. Before that work can
be entrusted to us, however, the Divine Gardener demands that we undergo a
kind of test, that we first cultivate a small plot, our own heart” (Bornemann, As Wine

Poured Out, Blessed Joseph Freinadmetz SVD, Missionary in China 1879-1908, transl. John Vogelgesang,
Rome,1984, p. 41). At the end he recommended the love of the cross: “In the moun-
tains of Tyrol at almost every turn one can see on every path and trail, in field and
forest, on hummock and hill, an image of the crucified Savior. It does the weary
climber a world of good when, in order to catch his breath, he sits for a few mo-
ments at the foot of the cross and casts a compassionate glance at him who
hangs there… How wonderful it would be if already now you would acquire the
habit of reading this book of the cross every day, if only for five minutes! Were all
the masters of spiritual life to die and all manuals of perfection to be burned, this
book would be more than sufficient for you… Time moves on; other students will
soon sit in your places. Over our graves, God alone knows where, grass will grow,
but our souls! Our souls will live forever!” (ibid.).

On Thursday 28, February 1879 Fr. Joseph “took the vow of obedience which
bound him for five years to the seminary and the missions” (ibid.). Together with Fr.
Arnold, Fr. Anzer had made that vow already “forever” in 1876.

March 1 and 2, 1879 FIRST MISSION – SENDING CELEBRATIONS

The celebrations surrounding the first mission sending began in the evening
of March 1. At nightfall “about 50 students formed a torchlight procession and 
serenaded the two missionaries who stood on the balcony of the house. The gar-
den was illuminated by Chinese lanterns. The students recited poems and sang
songs” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelgesang, Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975, p.127). 
Finally, the two missionaries addressed the students. First Anzer said something
like this: “He was glad that now finally the day had arrived for which he had longed
since childhood; on the other hand the last evening also filled him with bitter wist-
fulness. He was poignantly affected at leaving a house in which he had lived for
3 ½ years and where he had taken part in such an intimate way in everything
that happened there, both sad and joyful. It was also painful for him to separate
from his sickly mother and his six siblings. His feeling of unworthiness, of which
he was conscious, also caused him deep anxiety. At the end he called on them to
pray for both of them so that their work … would be accompanied also by some
blessing” (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart], April 1879, p. 27). Then it

was Fr. Freinademetz’s turn: “Seven months ago when I left my mountain home,
the leave-taking was hard and painful but here in Steyl I found a second home.
Steyl has truly become very dear to me, but now the Lord calls me to go in search
of a third homeland across the sea. I will follow his call and bid farewell to every-
thing that still binds me to Europe so that out there in the Far East I may dedicate
myself with the whole of my energy to the service of the Most High God. There I
hope to see many of you again. Till we meet again in China!” (Bornemann, As Wine

Poured Out, p. 41). 
It was an unforgettable evening: “While the torches of the students and the

stars in the sky were reflected in the quietly flowing waters of the Meuse, the lit-
tle crowd of almost 100 people sang for the first time the so-called Departure
Song: ’Go, then, brothers, God be with you!’… For decades to come it would be the
profoundly moving final hymn at all departure ceremonies at Steyl. ‘In our joys

and in our sorrows, we are one in the Heart of Jesus, now and while endless ages

run!’” (ibid., pp. 41-42). 

March 2, 1879
In the “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart] of April

1879 we read: On the departure day, “the Most Blessed Sacrament which … re-
mained exposed all day long, united for the last time all the residents of the mis-
sion house in adoration around the God hidden in the Sacrament. One of the two
missionaries distributed holy communion to the students who offered it for the
two departing missionaries.” At 10 am the solemn High Mass began, celebrated
by the former China missionary Fr. Smorenburg, who had introduced the two new
missionaries into the Chinese language. After the gospel Fr. Anzer said in his ser-
mon: “Without Christ everything is only death and decay, glossed over with a shin-
ing surface. In him alone, however, everything is joy, life, happiness.” “To banish
that death and to bring this life, was the task, the vocation of the missionary which
he now developed in greater detail with warm words. At the end he turned to the
students, admonishing them to take to heart what he had recommended to them
earlier already: during the time of their formation in the mission house they should
learn at the crib of the Saviour those virtues of renunciation and humility and that
love for the salvation of souls that the missionary needs. Then they would later on
be able to remain on Calvary, to embrace the cross of the Saviour with love and
to draw from the wounds of the crucified the necessary strength and grace” (Kleiner

Herz-Jesu-Bote [Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart], April 1879, p. 27).
Around noon the Apostolic Internuncio Msgr. Capri arrived from The Hague. In

a speech during lunch he expressed “his very special joy about the progress of the
house which was blessed by God and from the bottom of his heart he congratu-
lated the Rev. Rector on it. Turning to the two missionaries who were sitting one
at his right and one at his left, he wished that they might not only see in their
lives the fulfilment of the words: They went  out weeping, sowing their seed, but
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A LOOK INTO FR. ARNOLD’S HEART – MARCH/APRIL 1879

In January 1874 Arnold Janssen began publishing his mission magazine “Klei-
ner Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart). On the last page of the
first issue he drew his readers’ attention to the mission magazine of the Jesuits
“Die Katholischen Missionen” (“The Catholic Missions”). In his opinion that maga-
zine was written more for “educated” readers and his wish was that it would flou-
rish and increase its readership. Most readers, so he wrote, could actually profit
from reading both magazines. These words were meant as a proof of his attitude
towards those “excellent” men who published the “Catholic Missions”. However,
precisely those “excellent” men maintained silence when he founded St. Micha-
el’s mission house in Steyl in 1875 and they did not mention it with a single word.
“This silent treatment hurt the rector [Janssen] more than the disparaging remarks
of others”, even though the editorial office forwarded donations to Steyl from its rea-
ders (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelgesang,  Arnoldus Press Manila, 1975, p. 129).

When the first missionaries from Steyl were sent to China on March 2, 1879,
Fr. Arnold hoped that the “Catholic Missions” would finally print a report about the
mission house. For that reason, on March 5, 1879 he sent the press release about
their departure to the editor-in-chief of the “Catholic Missions”, Fr. Cornely. In an ac-
companying letter he wrote amongst other things: “Last Sunday we sent our first
two missionaries to China. They will begin working in the Apostolic Vicariate of Hong
Kong and in a part of the Chinese province of Kuantong. The Papal Internuncio
Mgr. Capri came over from The Hague to give them the mission cross himself. 

“Together with this information I would kindly ask you finally to relinquish your
reserved attitude towards us and to prove that you do not deserve those reproaches
which were made against you, even in influential places, because of your attitude
towards us.

“With regard to myself, naturally I have the holy duty to work for the welfare of
the house whose rector I have the honor to be – even though I am unworthy. For
the rest, we wish to be the least, though not in zeal but in honor in the eyes of
people.

“However, when I see attitudes and actions that remind us only too keenly of
jealous competition, such as you find among men of the world, and which harmed
the kingdom of God in Europe, Asia and in other parts of the world during the last

A WISH FULFILLED

In August 1879 the Jesuit mission magazine “The Catholic Missions” printed
the report about the mission house in Steyl for which Fr.  Arnold had longed so
much. It used the above-mentioned Steyl press release about the departure of the
first two missionaries. In this story we read for instance that St. Michael’s mission
house in Steyl by sending “in March of this year its first two members, Rev. J. 
B. Anzer from the diocese of Regensburg and Freinademetz from the diocese of
Brixen to the mission in Hong Kong (China), has taken its place in the long line  of
true missionary institutes.” There is no question that the institute still needs many
alms. “We therefore recommend it most urgently to the interest of our readers and
that all the more since the project has only just begun and for it to be carried out
thoroughly it still needs great sacrifices.”  

ST. MICHAEL’S MISSION HOUSE
AT THE SERVICE OF SPIRITUAL RENEWAL

In August 1879 the “Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart” announced retreat
courses for priests and lay people in Steyl from the end of August until the begin-
ning of October. Amongst other things we read in the article: “May the good Lord
and our holy patrons bless the holy exercises! It would be very pleasing to us if in
this year a growing number of lay people participating in them showed that the ear-
nestness of religious life is beginning more and more to penetrate all levels of so-
ciety.”

FR. ARNOLD AND THE JESUITS

Due to the report about the departure of the first Steyl missionaries in the
“Catholic Missions”, Fr. Arnold’s good relationship with the Jesuits received new
life: “In the following years, no religious order offered Father Janssen so much ad-
vice and assistance as the sons of St. Ignatius. Year after year, for example, the Je-
suits sent some of their  best men as retreat masters to conduct the priests’
retreats in Steyl” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John Vogelgesang, Manila, p. 130). At the gol-
den jubilee celebration of Steyl in the year 1925, the then editor-in-chief of the “Ca-
tholic Missions”, Father Alfons  Vaeth, said: “8 September 1875 marked the
beginning of a new chapter in the history of the missions in Germany” (ibid.).  
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century, I wish from the bottom of my heart that all priests and religious may be fil-
led with that spirit of fraternal love, free from jealousy, that gladly supports the acti-
vities of others. With what joy I found and lauded that spirit in Rev. Fr. Ramière
[Director of the Apostleship of Prayer], Bishop Meurin and many others. It is after
all the spirit of St. Ignatius your saintly father himself, whose statue we have pla-
ced on the main altar of our chapel, next to that of St. Francis Xavier.

“In writing this I do not intend to accuse you of the spirit of jealousy, but I could
wish that the opposite virtue towards us would shine a little more brightly in the “Ca-
tholic Missions”. In the past I did not expect you to print long reports about our
house but since the house came into being with the express approval of the Ger-
man episcopate and the blessing of the Holy Father, since I told you about its spi-
rit and demonstrated it by sending you the respective issue of the Little Messenger
of the Sacred Heart, I had at least expected that you would inform your readers of
the foundation, since you aim to raise awareness of German missionary activity.

“In your article, please, do not mention anything about Dr. von Essen. In many
regards he did not have a good influence. ...”

“P.S. Considering the importance of your article for us and to save us later cor-
rections, I would appreciate to see it before it is printed.”

(In Franz Bosold – Transcription, Sebastian Mattappallil – CD Arrangement, SVD, Briefe von Arnold

Janssen Generalate Archives, No. 2.620-622).

Fr. Cornely who in September 1875 had already wanted to publish an illus-
trated article about the foundation of the mission house but had not been able to
do so, “replied graciously, as though to a eulogy” (Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, transl. John

Vogelgesang, p. 129). On April 12, 1879 Fr. Arnold responded. He asked Fr. Cornely,
whom he considered quite influential, to see to it that, “the spirit of unselfishness
and true love may prevail more and more in all religious congregations of the Ca-
tholic Church”. In the following you can still detect the diocesan priest in Janssen:
“I cannot tell you how honorable all religious appear to me in whom I recognize this
spirit and from the bottom of my heart I would like to respect them, learn from them
and be edified by their example. Such people are truly children of God, a light of the
world, the salt of the earth. … Regarding the attitude of the ‘Catholic Missions’ to-
wards our house, I am gladly prepared to forgive and forget when I see that from
now on you are willing to show a more friendly and acknowledging attitude. ... I am
happy to forgive you for my own self; for the darkness of neglect is the proper at-
mosphere for a grain of corn planted in the ground. However, out of love for the
spirit of fraternity which is to reign among us I would like to ask you: Please, pro-
vide us with some evidence of encouragement and fraternal goodwill with respect
to your many readers. The good Lord and our holy patrons will reward you” (in Franz
Bosold – Transcription, Sebastian Mattappallil – CD Arrangement, SVD, Briefe von Arnold Janssen Gene-
ralate Archives, No. 2.617-619, transl. JO and John Vogelgesang in Bornemann, Arnold Janssen, Manila). 

In August 1879  the “Catholic Missions” finally reported the departure of the
first Steyl missionaries to China.

First letters to Frs. Anzer and Freinademetz

On March 13, 1879 Fr. Arnold sent a letter to the two missionaries who were
on the ship bound for Hong Kong. In it we read amongst other things: “How has the
journey gone so far? Until now we have received no mail from you. Take care that
a letter comes to us from every harbour en route. …

“May the dear Lord bless your trip!  Often I think of the two of you. I have even
started a novena to St. Joseph for you. May the good Lord and our patron saints pro-
tect you from all harm. By the way, have you taken along the prayers to our patron
saints which are found in our morning and evening prayers? I’m enclosing them
and I hope that you yourselves pray together as often you are able, so that the pro-
tection of our patrons may rest upon you. – And don’t forget your meditation and
spiritual reading. You have plenty of time now. 

“We have sent a report about the March 2 celebration to all the newspapers, …
Many greetings to Msgr. Raimondi and his co-workers. In Hong Kong make it

a point to pay a visit to the procurators of other seminaries. But always avoid 
boasting” (Josef Alt, Arnold Janssen, Letters to China, Vol. I (1879-1897, transl. Frank Mihalic, Vincent

Fecher,  Rome 2002, pp. 3-4).
On Sunday, April 20, 1879 Frs. Anzer and Freinadmetz arrived in Hong Kong

where they were welcomed by two seminarians. Fr. Freinademetz writes: “Silently
we prayed the Te Deum, our hearts pounding for joy as we rode through the thickly
congested streets of this oriental metropolis to the bishop’s residence. We  have
reached our goal. He who protects the slender reed from the howling storm and
wind, has guided our ship safely through the countless dangers of the vast ocean…
Praised be the Lord for everything” (Fritz Bornemann, As Wine Poured Out, Blessed Joseph Frei-

nademetz SVD, Missionary in China 1879-1908, Rome 1984, p. 47).
On April 25, 1879 Fr. Arnold wrote to the two missionaries: “Many warm gree-

tings to you over there in faraway China! How are things going? Did the trip go well?
How is the heat? During your journey how often did I say to the students, ‘Now
they’re in Rome. Now on the Mediterranean. Now on the Red Sea. Today they get
to Ceylon, Singapore and Hong Kong.’ We all prayed very much for you. We recei-
ved your letters from Alexandria and Aden. ... A report about the 2nd March event
appeared in almost all German and Dutch papers: In the Tijd, Maasbode, in Rot-
terdam, Maas en Roerbode of Roermond, etc., etc. We had one story printed in
Dutch and two in German and sent them off. In the first few days after 2nd March,
we worked very hard on this … Pastor Driessen in Venlo ... wrote the Dutch version
and also produced an English version for  England (The Tablet), America and Aust-
ralia. … We again have 58 students, the new ones come tomorrow. … Many, many
greetings to Msgr. Raimondi! How I would like to see him again. I enclose my photo
for him.

“May the good Lord bless you and grant you daily progress in your love of him!
Oh, how often I think of you!” (cf. Josef Alt, Arnold Janssen, Letters to China, Vol. I (1879-1897,

transl. Frank Mihalic, Vincent Fecher,  Rome 2002, pp. 5-7).
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DONATIONS FROM THE AUSTRIAN IMPERIAL HOUSE

In his mission magazine “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger of the Sacred
Heart) of May 1879 Fr. Arnold reported full of joy about two donations “which encou-
raged us all the more since they came to us from such a high source”: The “ruling Em-
peror Franz Joseph of Austria” sent 100 Austrian gilders which Fr. Joseph Freinademetz
had requested before his departure for China. This donation became all the more plea-
sant “since it was followed by a donation of the same amount by the Vienna based ‘Im-
maculate Mary Association for the Orient’.” A short while later the Austrian crown prince
Rudolph sent 1000 Francs in gold. The transfer of this donation still dated from the
year 1875, from the time before the foundation of St.  Michael’s mission house in
Steyl. That time the Rev. Rector was in Vienna and had made an appeal to the crown
prince for the support of the founding of the Mission house. In answer to that appeal
the money  had been transferred; however, “we heard only this year that the imperial
cabinet had not known whether the house had been founded nor where Rector A. Jans-
sen was at the moment. All the more is it to be appreciated that this considerable
amount had been kept in reserve for that particular purpose over several years.”

A NEW MAGAZINE

The donations from the imperial house had gladdened Fr. Arnold very much, par-
ticularly since a lot of money had to be spent on the training of the future missiona-
ries, the building activities in Steyl and support of the missionaries overseas. However,
he did not only want to cover the expenses through donations, but also through his
magazines as the following advertisement in the September 1879 issue of the Little
Messenger of the Sacred Heart shows:

“Under the editorial leadership of a friend of the mission work, a calendar for
Christian homes and  families will be published in our publishing house bearing the
title, “St. Michael’s Almanac, for the year 1880”. With many illustrations, price 50
Pfennig. ...

Almanac are to be a building block for the building of a mission church which
has become necessary.”

A RUMOR

Perhaps it was the fact that Fr. Arnold was able to cover the expenses just me-
nioned which fired the imagination of some people in such a way, that the confreres

stop looking so longingly at the mountains of China. Then he adds: “Oh how I wish with
all my heart that the good Lord would make a saint of you. Perhaps without knowing
or wishing it, I often helped along as I taught you to be patient. You have a fiery tem-
per. What such people need most is patience”.

At the request of John Baptist Anzer the children’s magazine “Schutzengel”
[Guardian Angel], which had been founded by the “popular educator and writer” Lud-
wig Auer, published an article about the mission house in Steyl which also had told
the children about the departure of the mission house’s first two missionaries. As a
result of this article, 15 children wrote that they would love to become missionaries
and Auer had sent their letters to Fr. Arnold. “At least 4 of those school boys went to
Steyl...; two of them went on to the priesthood and to China”: Richard Henle, who was
killed along with Franz Nies in 1897 and Augustin Henninghaus who was to become
Anzer’s successor as bishop.

Fr. Arnold referred to these letters when he wrote to Anzer: “I hope we’ll have success
with some of them.” He would now only accept those candidates of whom he was
sure that there was no tuberculosis in the family either on the father’s or the mo-
ther’s side. In conclusion he sent greetings to the Vicar Apostolic Raimondi and he
also added: “As far as the mission is concerned, I have asked the provincial of the
Franciscans to put in a good word for us with their Superior General.”

OOccttoobbeerr 2244,, 11887799  (pp. 16-20)

Fr. Arnold begins this letter with the latest statistics of the mission house: “At the
moment we  have 70 students, 10 priests, about 25 workmen, and 7-8 Sisters [Sis-
ters of Divine Providence]: that is a total of 113 people in the house.”

Furthermore he wrote that Anzer should not be worried about getting his own
mission territory: “The Lord who built our house, has already put aside an area for  us
to work in, and no human power is able to change the divine will…. But to try to get
out of Hong Kong right now, is impossible. … In his own good time God will surely give
us our own area to work in. Not when people want it, but when he does.”
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in Steyl felt the need to write in the September 1879 issue of the Little Messenger of
the Sacred Heart a notice with the heading: ”Correction”: “In many  places the rumor
has been spread that the mission house in Steyl had received an extraordinarily large
inheritance – it was even said ‘about half a million’. As we have been told, this news
was even printed. We thought to ourselves: if only that rumor were true! We could use
that money extraordinarily well to cover the substantial expenses which the impor-
tant new buildings and the ever growing number of students cause us. But unfortu-
nately we must admit that the whole matter is completely untrue and that we have
received neither a big nor a small inheritance, in fact none whatsoever.” 

RETREAT APOSTOLATE IN ST. MICHAEL’S MISSION HOUSE / STEYL 

From 1877 retreats for men were given in St. Michael’s mission house. In 1877,
110 priests and 23 laymen took part in them and in 1878, 220 priests and 59 lay-
men. In the Little Messenger of August 1879, Fr. Arnold expressed his hope for a “gro-
wing participation of the Catholic laity in the holy exercises.” The statistics for 1879
state that 64 men and young men had taken part in the retreat as well as 223 priests.
The first retreat courses with a bigger number of lay retreatants took place in 1880:
122 laymen took part in them then, of whom 80 were teachers. After the foundation
of the mission sisters’ convent, retreats for women took place in the sisters’ convent
from 1893 on. In that first year there were already 367 participants (Hermann Fischer
SVD, Exerzitien in Steyl seit 50 Jahren, Gedenkblätter, Missionsdruckerei Steyl [For 50 years retreats in
Steyl, memorial papers, Mission press Steyl], 1926, p. 46). 

FR. ARNOLD JANSSEN AND FR. ANDREAS AMRHEIN, OSB

On May 17, 1879 the Benedictine monk Fr. Andreas Amrhein from the monas-
tery  of Beuron wrote to Fr. Arnold telling him about his great interest in missionary
work. He himself wanted to do either direct missionary work or to work for the missi-
ons “in an indirect manner through the establishment of mission workshops in which
mainly artistic and technical activities would be carried on” (Josef Alt, Journey in Faith,

transl. Frank Mansfield and Jacqueline Mulberge, Nettetal Steyler Verlag 2002, p. 330). On June 11,
1879  Fr. Arnold answered this and another letter of Fr. Amrhein dated June 8, 1879.
He wrote amongst other things: “I wish with all my  heart that art would serve mission
work and I would be very grateful to God if he would send artists to us poor unworthy
people. Apart from other things we could use them for the Stadt Gottes “ (ibid.). Ho-
wever, he did not want to take Fr. Amrhein away from the Benedictine order. He ex-
pressed his joy over having made the acquaintance of a man so enthusiastically
interested in the missions and added immediately two “missionary” requests to Fr.
Amrhein who had a special artistic talent: “For our magazine “Little Messenger of the
Sacred Heart” of which I attach a copy, we need a better head [on the title page],
could you draw it? I also would like to popularize our dear saints more in the “Heilige

Stadt Gottes” [Holy City of God]; for that suitable beautiful pictures would be essen-
tial to me. Couldn’t you give us a helping hand in it?” In some way Fr. Arnold could also
perhaps later on help him to get to the missions or to a place “where the missions are
close by”. Finally he invited Fr. Amrhein for a visit to Steyl (Bornemann, Ein Briefwechsel 

zur Vorgeschichte of St. Ottilien [An exchange of letters regarding the  history before the foundation of St.

Ottilien], Studia Instituti Missiologici Societatis Verbi Divini, Steyler Verlag, 1965, S. 35-36). 
Fr. Amrhein spent the months from March till November 1883 in Steyl; Eventually he
decided to found his own “Benedictine Congregation consisting of priests and
brothers” which today is known by the name “Congregation of the Mission Bene-
dictines of St. Ottilien” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 362). In Steyl Fr. Amrhein is remembered on
the back of the two panels of the main altar in St. Michael’s upper church; the figu-
res of Saints Thomas and Francis Xavier were painted according to his sketches 
(Alt, ibid. footnote 104: Bornemann, Ein Briefwechsel [An exchange of letters], p. 88).

DEVELPMENTS IN STEYL – 
ACCORDING TO FR. ARNOLD’S LETTERS TO JOHN BAPTIST ANZER

July 330, 11879 (unless otherwise indicated, Josef Alt, ed., transl. Frank Mihalic, Vincent Fecher,

Analecta SVD – 83/I, Letters to China, Vol I, 1879-1897, Rome 2002, pp. 9-12)

In this letter Fr. Arnold mentions the building activities in Steyl: “The new buil-
ding will probably get its roof tiled on Saturday or Monday.”

How the tiles got onto the roof is described by the former student John Weig, a
nephew of Anzer: “Already in our first Easter vacation (1879) we had to dig the foun-
dations for the present North wing; and when this was finished in the fall, we had to
lift the roofing tiles in long rows up to the roof. I still remember very well how proud I
was to be sitting high up on the roof” (see Josef Alt, ed., Arnold Janssen. Briefe nach China, vol.

I, Analecta SVD- 82/I, p. 8, footnote 4)

Furthermore, Fr. Arnold reported that the printing shop would receive a second
press.

Anzer had already asked Fr. Arnold to see to it that he and Freinademetz would
get their own mission. That, so Fr. Arnold answered, would not be possible for lack of
personnel: “Only one of our theology students has completed six, the other five only
four semesters (ibid., p. 9). The end of the Kulturkampf [cultural war] seems at the door,
but it is still going to be necessary to make use of our own theologians as teachers
before they are ordained. If I were to go to Paris and the Superior General of the La-
zarists were to ask me: ‘When can you send reinforcements? With how many people
can you take over a vicariate?’ My answer would be pitiful. For these reasons, I can-
not ask for a vicariate; there are still too few of us. You yourself are so young and igno-
rant of Chinese customs and usages. The best I can do is ask the Superior General
of the Lazarists to think of  us first if they ever want to give away one of their Chinese
missions”. Fr. Arnold then admonishes Anzer to be patient and points out his own ex-
perience as an example: When he was in Bocholt he thought he could do more good
in another place. “But my bishop told me, ‘You are under Divine Providence.’ And so
I did not complain but just did my duty. And later on when I was building the mission
house it became clear to me that I had been in just the right place to prepare for my
future. So surrender yourself to Divine Providence and start thinking like this: “Why
worry so much about getting a mission, while I am still unqualified to run one.”

SSeepptteemmbbeerr 1122,, 11887799  (ibid., pp. 10-12)

In this letter Fr. Arnold admonishes his young missionary John Baptist Anzer to
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STEYL BECOMES KNOWN “WORLDWIDE”

In Fr. Arnold’s mission magazine “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger of
the Sacred Heart) we read this little piece of news in the November 1879 issue about
the new missionary John Baptist Anzer in Hong Kong: Anzer worked as a teacher in
the seminary in Hong Kong. The Catholic newspaper of Hong Kong, The Hongkong –
Catholic review,  reported about the exams in the various disciplines and there we
read- and in his German magazine Fr. Arnold quoted the sentence in English! -: “and
great credit is due to the Rev. Father Anzer of STEYL, the worthy professor, for his abi-
lity and good system of teaching.” This may have been the first public mention of Steyl
outside of Europe.

NEW TITLES IN THE MISSION HOUSE

On November 19, 1879 Fr. Arnold wrote to Frs. Anzer and Freinademetz: “In 
autumn we gave new appointments with the appropriate titles that go with them. Fr.
Wegener is in charge of the high school students and is called Prefect. John Janssen
oversees all the workmen and is called Minister. Fr. Ochs [in charge of auditing the ac-
counts] is called [in German] ‘Provisor.’ There was a question of whether or not to
use the word ‘Pater’ [before each title]. I refrained from making any kind of decision
until I heard your [Anzer’s] opinion on the matter. I would like you to consider whet-
her the German word ‘Vater’ which means ‘Father’  in English was perhaps to be pre-
ferred; for I am basically adverse to using the modern ‘Herr’ [Mr] for men of a religious
institute. Please let me know what you think about all this.” (Josef Alt, ed., transl. Frank Mi-
halic, Vincent Fecher, Arnold Janssen, Letters to China, Vol. I 1879-1897, Analecta – 83/I, Rome 2002,
p.22).In order to understand Fr. Arnold’s problem we have to know that in German the
Latin word ‘Pater’ which corresponds to the English word ‘Father’ is restricted to reli-
gious priests. All diocesan priests are simply addressed with ‘Herr’ = Mr, but often a
title is added: Mr Parish Priest, Mr. Assistant Priest. In a footnote to this issue Fr. Josef
Alt points out that it was only at the Third General Chapter in November 1897 “that
the title ‘Pater’ was introduced for priests”.

LETTER TO BISHOP COMBONI IN AFRICA

Bishop Comboni [who was canonized together with Arnold Janssen and Joseph
Freinademetz] had asked Fr. Arnold for priests and brothers. On November 25, 1897
Fr. Arnold replied with a letter written in Latin. At the present moment it was impos-

and workmen got together and played Lotto. Each had a card with 15 numbers from
1 to 100 in three rows. First they played for apples; whoever got five numbers in a row,
won one. He won again if he covered all 15 numbers. John [Janssen] had an urn from
which he pulled the numbers, which he then called out. Then they played for nuts:
(whoever got Lotto received five hazelnuts, until there were no more left in a large
basket). Then there were little packages with pictures, paper, ink pen and soap. Whoe-
ver was first to cover all the numbers on the Lotto card received a briefcase. These
were all small prizes but the game was played with so much zest that one would think
that hundreds could have been earned. We have played this game quite often during
the winter months and always got a lot of enjoyment out of it. 

That was something from our recreation periods. I would very much like to hear
about some of the little things you do during yours” (ibid., p. 25).

PLANS FOR A NEW CHURCH

The church in the first new building in St. Michael’s mission house had only been
blessed in 1877 and it was already becoming too small. So plans were made to build
a big church. In the letter of January 6, 1880 Fr. Arnold wrote to his two missionaries
in Hong Kong: “Over the last days Erlemann has been drawing up plans for the new
church. I still don’t know if any of them will be used; at any rate, as preparatory work
all of them are worthwhile, and the young man seems to be even more gifted in this
field than Vogt” [architect from outside] (cf. ibid.).

PROGRESS IN THE SEMINARY

Another item about which Fr. Arnold reported to Frs. Anzer and Freinademetz
was the progress in the seminary: “At Easter time the class of Erlemann, Blum,
Schramm, Buecker and Strobl (an outgoing hearty Bavarian from Freising) will take
their examinations. We have at the moment 11 theologians and we are getting to the
time to write to Cardinal Simeoni” [the Prefect of the Propaganda] (Alt, Arnold Janssen, Let-

ters to China, vol. I, p. 26). Fr. Arnold had to ask the Cardinal for permission to present
these candidates to a bishop for ordination. The examination just mentioned was 
the oral final high school exam on March 13, 1880. “All 5 passed”, Fr. Arnold wrote.
Erlemann and Buecker later became missionaries in China and Blum became Fr. 
Arnold’s first successor as Superior General. 

STILL HOPE FOR FR. ARNOLD AS A SINGER

Fr. Arnold was known for his inability to sing. However, towards the end of his let-
ter to Frs. Anzer and Freinademetz he wrote: “Today I was the celebrant at High Mass…
I was given to understand that in time my singing would become at least bearable”
(ibid., pp. 26-27).
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sible for him to send priests, brothers, clerics or sisters. “Whether I can later, I will
see.” “Yes, we have 70 students, but amongst them are only six who are studying
theology,” all the others are still in high school. “And concerning those six, only one
of them will be ordained priest this academic year, and he will first have to work with
us as a teacher.” The others will have to study for another 2 ½ years until ordination.
“We do not yet have brothers or sisters.” Therefore, at that moment he was unable to
help him. “Whether I can do so later, I hope so.” Then he asks the Bishop why he did
not start a high school. In Steyl they had started humbly and in a small way and now
they already had a considerable number of students in all classes up to philosophy
and theology. They had eleven teachers. “We would not have them if we had not
started with high school. Therefore, establish a high school and you will have a solid
foundation for your mission” (see Letters of Arnold Janssen, Franz Bosold SVD, Transcription, Se-

bastian Mattappallil SVD, CD Arrangement, SVD Generalate Archives).
“As regards brothers, I would love to be able to help you. And I hope that we will

eventually have capable young men. But I cannot begin for another year and only
when everything  has been worked out carefully. For the moment I can make no pro-
mises” (Josef Alt, Journey in Faith, trans. Frank Mansfield, Jacqueline Mulberge, p. 310). 

FIRST PUBLIC COLLECTION FOR ST. MICHAEL’S MISSION HOUSE IN STEYL

On December 8, 1879 Catholics celebrated the silver jubilee of the dogmatic 
definition of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. Because of that, friends of the mis-
sion house made an appeal to German Catholics to support the mission house with a
financial donation. The appeal stated: It had become known that at the present time the
mission house was in particular need. “The signatories therefore believe they do no
wrong to make a request and to ask their friends and all German Catholics to unite with
them on December 8, 1879, the day of the jubilee, and to support the mission house
through alms which, if possible, would put it on a firm footing, enabling it to survive per-
manently. The mission house has been favored by our Lady so visibly...”. The final re-
sult of the appeal was “about 28000 Marks” (Benno Loeb, Notizen zu den Almosen bis 1880

[notes regarding alms until 1880), Verbum 3, 1961, p. 157). That amount was sufficient to pay the
current bills, but not to live off for a year and even less to give the mission house per-
manency (ibid., p. 158). Therefore Fr. Arnold took refuge in prayer: “On many an evening
the early members of the Society could be seen holding processions, through the cor-
ridors of the house, praying and singing [psalms], imploring God for their daily bread”
(H. Fischer, Life of Arnold Janssen, transl. Federick M. Lynk, SVD, Techny, Ill. Mission Press, 1925, p. 246).

A NEW MAGAZINE: THE ST. MICHAEL’S ALMANAC

The year 1880 saw a new publication: St. Michael’s Almanac. The idea for it
came to Fr. Arnold from a lay man from Berlin, Mr. Kolbe who also “offered to write the
first issue.” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 154).

The Almanac also contains articles and in the first major article, entitled the
“Home of the Almanac”, the mission house in Steyl, is presented. The author em-
phasized that the mission house had been founded at a difficult time [Kulturkampf
– cultural war]. Then he says: “What initially appeared to so many, yes almost to

everyody, as a desperate enterprise has developed so beautifully and full of hope
under the life-giving breath of divine grace. Dear Reader, this Almanac which herewith
is placed in your hands is  also a proof of that. Mostly written by friends of the mis-
sion house and its publication inspired by them, it  was printed in the mission house;
besides the almanac, a monthly magazine is also published for the propagation of the
faith, “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote”, as well as a large format illustrated weekly, “Die hl.
Stadt Gottes” [the Holy City of God]. That proves how broadly the mission house 
understands its task, that it realizes a solution lies with the press as the most im-
portant weapon of present times and that it knows how to use it efficiently.”
(St. Michaelskalender für christliche Häuser und Familien auf das Schaltjahr [St. Michael’s Almanac for
Christian homes and families for the leap year] 1880, second edition, vol. I, pp 39-40). 

This almanac became a great success. In its first year of publication, it had a cir-
culation of 15,000, printed in two editions. The circulation grew year by year and “ex-
ceeded the other two Steyl publications. “More than anything else, the Almanac
spread the missionary idea and news about the Steyl foundation amongst the Ca-
tholic people, annually recruited new friends and vocations” (Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 154).
The Almanac was also published in Dutch. The 1880 Dutch Almanac must have been
printed and sold already in 1879; therefore Fr. Arnold wrote in his letter of January 6,
1880 to Frs. Anzer and Freinademetz: “We have sold 5000 copies of the Dutch 
Almanac and without doubt the same will pave the way for us in Holland” (Alt, ed., Briefe

nach China [German edition]. vol I, p.21).

A SETBACK

Already for a long time Fr. Arnold had wanted to start a mission house in or near
the Austrian capital of Vienna. In looking for a suitable property he was helped by the
Hungarian Vincentian Fr. Ferdinand Medits who lived in Vienna. When in January
1880 he informed Fr. Arnold of an attractive offer, the latter was willing to travel to
Vienna. Beforehand, however, Fr. Medits asked Cardinal Kutschker of Vienna about
the possibility of establishing a mission house. To his surprise and disappointment the
Cardinal considered it impossible to obtain permission for such a foundation, given
the present circumstances and “the mindset of our members of government“. The-
refore Fr. Arnold had to give up his plans regarding a mission house in Vienna (Borne-
mann, Der erste Gründungsversuch [First attempt of a foundation] in Austria, Verbum 9, 1967, p. 313; see
also Alt, Journey in Faith, p. 194)

FLOODING IN STEYL

On January 6, 1880 Fr. Arnold wrote to his two missionaries Anzer and Freina-
demetz: “In the last few days the Maas river has been very high. The water came up
to the row of trees which are deepest inside the garden. But it did not stay at that
height very long and has since gone down very much” (Josef Alt, Letters to China, vol. I, p. 24-25).

RECREATION

Life in the mission house did not only consist of prayer and work but recreation
was also part of the daily schedule. In his letter of January 6, 1880 to Anzer and Frei-
nademetz, Fr. Arnold wrote: “After 6:30 supper this evening, all the teachers, students
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THE SPIRITUALITY OF FR. ARNOLD JANSSEN – IN HIS OWN WORDS

From January 30, – February 9, 1880 Fr. Arnold answered  Fr. John Baptist An-
zer’s letters of December 16 and 24, 1879. These answers tell us something about
Fr. Arnold’s spirituality.

Fr. Arnold’s reply to the letter of December 16, 1879

“I had very many things to say in reply to your lengthy letter of 16 December. For
lack of time I will make it short … Here are first a few good pieces of advice. You are
a person capable of strenuous action and great sacrifices, and I hope or rather ask
the good Lord to make of you a tool capable of producing much good. Whether or not
that will actually happen, depends on whether or not you become a man of the spi-
rit, undisturbed by the judgments of human wisdom, no matter where they come from,
and who holds unshakably fast to the perpetually true principles that are found among
the most outstanding ascetics. I refer here particularly to their principles regarding the
punctum puncti  [that is that most fundamental virtue] of obedience, against which
the enemy of our soul aims his most subtle and cunning attacks. Recently we read the
following passage in the life of St. Francis Xavier:

‘By virtue of holy obedience Fr. Francis ordered everybody to obey the Vice-Pro-
vincial and Fr. Ignatius and ordered himself to expel all those from the Society who
acted independently of his authority or objected to his orders, no matter how great
their virtues, qualities and talents were otherwise’” (Josef Alt ed., Arnold Janssen SVD, Briefe

nach China, vol. I, Analecta SVD – 82/I, p.23  and  cf. Josef Alt ed., Arnold Janssen SVD Letters to China,

transl. Frank Mihalic, Vincent Fecher vol. I, Analecta SVD 83/I, Rome 2002, p. 28-29).

February 6

“Reached this point on 30 January, after various interruptions had come in bet-
ween. In the chapter of faults on 21 December, I told Frs. Wegener and John [Jans-
sen], that I had decided to do something, even though I believed that I still had to
wait. In the meantime your wonderful letter of 24 December arrived; it made us all
very happy. Even though I usually don’t let others read your letters, I let Frs. Wegener
and John [Janssen] read this one. I  have only praise for its form and contents” (ibid.,

Analecta 82/I, p. 24; Analecta 83/I, p. 29)

and our expectation was not disappointed. Even though there was little help during
the first months, towards the end of the year [1879] that help came all the more ge-
nerously. Having begun that new building under his protection we were happy to be
able to bless it on St. Joseph’s feast day [March 19, 1880]. 

Two new buildings

Having begun on March 19, 1879, a year later, on March 19, 1880 people could
admire two new buildings: a two-storey corner building and a three-storey school buil-
ding. The corner building had eight rooms with one window each and rooms in the
attic. The school building was meant to have rooms for study and classes. On the bot-
tom floor there is a dining room for about 120 persons, furthermore big study halls
(obviously, one for the lower, one for the higher classes and one for the students of
theology during their last years before ordination, furthermore 5 rooms for teaching.)
On the upper storey there is a dormitory for about 40-50 persons (Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote

(Little Messenger of the Sacred Heart), May 1880, p. 39). 

Foundation stone for a further building

The blessing of the two new buildings was immediately followed by the laying of
the foundation stone for the kitchen building which is to be one big whole with the
school building. The kitchen building will have some rooms near the kitchen which are
needed for visitors, workers etc., in the upper part there will be rooms for the sick, dor-
mitories for the students and more. Everything else is to be a self-contained whole for
kitchen, laundry, workroom and living rooms for the Sisters who are in charge of do-
mestic work in the mission house” (ibid.). 
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What had Fr. Anzer written that made Fr. Arnold so happy?

Fr. Anzer’s letter of December 24, 1879

Towards the end of his letter Fr. Anzer had written: “Even though I have written
so much concerning this matter [our own mission] and it appears also that I push it
very much, almost impatiently, I have to testify to myself with complete honesty that
I do not care at all if I have to stay in Hong Kong or if I can get away; I am so indiffe-
rent towards all of it that I just can’t express it. If only it was holy indifference! Whe-
rever obedience calls me there I will go and there I will work for Jesus until all my
strength leaves me in death. May your Reverence never omit to call daily the seven
gifts of the Holy Spirit upon your first born who surely needs it most, particularly be-
cause of his clumsiness” (in Bornemann, Johann Baptist Anzer bis zur Ankunft in Shantung [John

Baptist Anzer until his arrival in Shantung], 1880, Analecta SVD – 38, Rome 1977, p. 46).

Fr. Arnold’s reaction

The letter “encouraged me greatly and gave me more pleasure than if we had re-
ceived a nice province. It gives me such pleasure when I see you judging and acting
according to the norms of the saints! I am so convinced that if the attitude is the right
one, all else will follow automatically. …

As far as your intention is concerned [your own mission] the day after tomorrow
[Carnival Sunday, 8 February] we’ll be having 13 hours adoration to pray for God’s
help in getting a mission rich in blessings. Are you content with that? (Josef Alt ed., Arnold

Janssen SVD, Briefe nach China, vol. I, Analecta SVD – 82/I, p.24  and  cf. Josef Alt ed., Arnold Janssen SVD

Letters to China, transl. Frank Mihalic, Vincent Fecher vol. I, Analecta SVD 83/I, Rome 2002, p. 29-30).
In his December 24 letter Anzer mentioned that an old experienced missionary

had said that the Steyl missionaries acted very “clumsily” in getting their own mis-
sion. Missionaries of other nationalities quickly said : “Oh, those stupid Germans!” To
this Fr. Arnold replied: “I enjoy it just as much nowadays when some people consider
us stupid, as I did back in 1875, when I heard that no one expected anything worth-
while to come of our house” (Alt ed., Arnold Janssen, Letters to China, vol. I, Analecta SVD 83/I,  p. 31).

February 8 -- 13 hours adoration for own mission

“Immediately after the arrival of your first letter, I sought the bishop’s permis-
sion to hold 13 hours of adoration to recommend to the Lord the intention of getting
our own mission…  I have just returned from High Mass. Following it I knelt down  bet-
ween the two side altars and with outstretched arms we prayed the following for the
intention of the 13-hour adoration: 5 Our Father and Aves [Hail Mary] in honor of the
five wounds from which God’s grace has flowed down upon the earth, and then 9 Glo-
ria Patri’s [Glory be to the Father] in honor of the nine choirs of angels, during which
time we rested our outstretched arms and made signs of the cross; then we again
stretched out our arms and prayed 5 Our Father and Aves [Hail Mary] in honor of the

Sacred Heart of Jesus, the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the holy Archangels Michael,
Gabriel and Raphael and one in honor of our other holy patrons” (Briefe nach China, vol.

I, Analecta SVD 82/I, p. 25-26 and Letters to China, vol. I, Analecta SVD- 83/I, pp. 31.32). 

A Portrait of Fr. Arnold?

Dear Fr. Anzer! You write asking me to have my  portrait painted. I absolutely for-
bid you to do that,… If the good Lord has granted me one or the other good quality,
try to imitate them and please pray that he may free me from my many defects. I have
never been able to  bring myself to foster a cult of persons, or even to hang up a por-
trait of my own mother. I much prefer to make use of the pictures of the saints, who
have been freed from this mortal flesh and are united with God. It is true, I did have
a picture made of you and Fr. Freinademetz, but when you come back, you will have
a hard time finding it hung on any wall (Letters to China, vol. I, Analecta SVD – 83/I, p. 32).

FR. ARNOLD – THE PRACTICALLY-MINDED MAN

Mixed among all that spiritual advice we also find some very practical advice Fr.
Arnold gives to Fr. Anzer:

“Don’t get too upset that in Hong Kong you have so few opportunities to learn Chi-
nese. Everything comes in good time. Someday you will have plenty of chances to do
that. Let it be your task to make the best use of your stay in Hong Kong, and learn all
you can about connections with Inner Asia” (ibid., p. 31).

“I have contacted the directors of German shipping offices in Hamburg and asked
for reduced prices for passengers and freight going to Asia. This request with regard
to persons has been refused, and as far as freight is concerned, they wanted to know
what quantity they could expect annually. So it seems that I cannot do much about all
that yet.” The ships “sail from Hamburg to Hong Kong in 55 days. Get into contact with
shipping agents and key individuals and then tell me how connections to the coast
and the interior of China are at the moment. We’ll send you a special parcel to Hong
Kong as soon as we have assembled the items that you wish” (ibid., pp. 34-35).

BUILDING ACTIVIT Y

St. Joseph helps

For many years the terrain on which St. Michael’s mission house was standing
had been a busy building site. Year after year a new building was built. In the May
1880 issue of his mission magazine “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote “ (Little Messenger of the
Sacred Heart) Fr. Arnold explained the reason for doing so: It was sheer “necessity”;
“for how else can you expect help from above!” But all those new buildings became
a heavy burden for everyone. “It is truly not a small thing to maintain such a big house
with more than 100 people and to build at the same time. So we were right in saying:
‘We have to ask St. Joseph; now during the month of March we have to redouble our
prayers to him, we have to use holy pressure on him; he surely will help.’ That we said,
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SERIOUS SEARCH FOR HIS OWN MISSION TERRITORY

February 1880  -  February 15

February 15th, 1880 Fr. Arnold Janssen wrote to the Minister General of
the Franciscans in Rome, Fr. Bernardino da Portogruaro, requesting his per-
mission for the two Steyl  missionaries to work in one of the seven Apostolic
Vicariates entrusted to the Franciscans in China. If he so wished, the two mis-
sionaries would do their work in obedience to the Vicar Apostolic, however
under the condition, “that after three or four years one part of the Vicariate will
be given to us as our own mission (Arnold Janssen, letter to the Minister General of the
Franciscans, Fr. Bernardino da Portogruaro, in: Letters of Arnold Janssen, transcription Franz
Bosold SVD, CD Arrangement Sebastian Mattappallil SVD, SVD Generalate Archives). Quite in-
teresting is Fr. Arnolds reasoning for asking the Franciscans: The mission house
in Steyl came off the ground “out of a rather substantial donation which I re-
ceived from a convent of your ‘Second Order’ [Poor Clares].” Furthermore, at
the time of the foundation of the Mission House in Steyl, “valuable help was
given by the Very Rev. Fr. Janknecht, the then Provincial Superior of your  Sach-
sen province (Germany) ... Since your seraphic Order  has been of such great
help so far, I take recourse to your paternity… If I ask one of your [Apostolic]
Vicars in China, he will probable tell me: Ask our Minister General. Therefore
I come and ask your kind paternity most humbly to give us a favorable answer.
In case we should achieve something good in China, the seraphic Order will
certainly have a great share in it so that in everything you will be our fathers
and benefactors” (ibid.).

February 224
On February 24, Fr. Bernardino answered, “friendly, in principle poitively

and gave good hope not only for a mission territory in China, but also for Shan-
tung [for which Fr. Arnold had specially asked]. He would immediately contact
the Vicar Apostolic of Shantung and ask for his opinion (Richard Hartwich SVD, Stey-

ler Missionare [Steyl Missionaries] in China, vol. I, Analecta SVD – 61/I, Rome 1983, p. 15).

July 2

Newly ordained Fr. Henry Mueller celebrated his
first holy Mass in Steyl. In the mission magazine “Klei-
ner Herz–Jesu–Bote” (Little Messenger of the Sacred
Heart) of August 1880 we read about this celebration:

“After another retreat of three days [after ordina-
tion], we saw him then for the first time walk to the altar
as a priest; for the first time he gave holy communion
to his parents and fellow students. What a touching
and exalting sight for all who attended the celebration!

May the dear Lord and our holy patrons bless the
young priest and grant that the priestly dignity which he
has attained become a source of blessing for himself
and many others! … Regarding this occasion we want 
to add the following: the Benedictine nuns of “perpetual
adoration”, who after their expulsion from Viersen [be-

cause of the cultural war] settled in Tegelen, a 30 minutes walk from the mis-
sion house, sent on their own initiative their very best liturgical vestments for the
first holy Mass. They just asked for the favor that the newly ordained would 
celebrate his second holy Mass with them.“

September 8, 1880
Five Years St. Michael’s Mission House

In the St. Michael’s Almanac of 1881 we read: “Having been in existence
for five years, the mission house has a complete academic program with 80
students and 11 teachers. Furthermore two of its priests work in the missions.
There were sisters in the kitchen [Sisters of Divine Providence] and workers
in the printing press, in the garden and in various workshops, some of them
with the intention of joining the mission house later on as religious Brothers.”

BROTHER PPOSTULANTS

By the summer of 1880 eight of the above mentioned workers “had de-
cided to ask for acceptance as Brothers and to strive to live a religious life.”
These eight “postulants”, on their own initiative, had written up a daily order
and presented it to Fr. Arnold together with a list of “twenty-three special com-
mitments ‘as a proof how much we desire to live a common religious life in the
Mission House founded by you with God’s help’” (Josef Alt, Journey in Faith, transl.
Frank Mansfield, Jaqueline Mulberge, Studia Missiologici Societatis Verbi Divini, No. 78, Stey-
ler Verlag Nettetal, 2002, p. 313).
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February 25

Fr. Arnold instructed Fr. Anzer in Hong Kong to travel to Shantung to meet
the Vicar Apostolic Cosi who was a Franciscan and “ask him to give a part of
that mission territory to us” (Josef Alt, ed., Arnold Janssen SVD, Briefe nach China [Let-
ters to China], vol. I, 1879 – 1897, Analecta SVD – 82/I, Rome 2000, p. 30).

March 1880  -  March 3

Fr. Arnold wrote to Bishop Cosi, the Apostolic Vicar of Shantung and intro-
duced Fr. John Baptist Anzer to him. He also included the letter written by the
Minister General of the Franciscans to him.  He also wrote that reflecting about
which religious congregation or order to approach in order to get a mission ter-
ritory for his missionaries, he remembered “that our house was founded with
the help of the seraphic Order. For it was the Provincial Superior of your pro-
vince in Sachsen (Germany), Fr. Gregory Janknecht, who helped me at the time
of the foundation of the house very much with his advice and also financially
and a convent of your second order [Poor Clares] in Duesseldorf which donated
to me anonymously for the purpose of founding the house a large amount of
money (11.250 francs). Only three years later I found out who the donor was.

“In this way we are ‘the younger sons’ of the holy seraphic Father Francis,
and therefore I thought to turn with my request to no other order than his sera-
phic Order. …. I ask you to give us a part of your Vicariate. Which one? I cannot
make any demands, but if it pleased you we would be content with a part of the
peninsula. I do not demand it immediately; however we will be grateful if we re-
ceive it in three years and you accept our missionaries immediately in order to
work in this part of the vineyard under your jurisdiction and in obedience [to-
wards you] (Arnold Janssen, Letter to Bishop Cosi, SVD Generalate Archives, Rome, transcrip-
tion Franz Bosold SVD, CD Arrangement Sebastian Mattappallil). 

March 4

On March 4, Fr. Arnold wrote another letter to 
Bishop Cosi with his suggestion for the partitioning of
the Vicariate. Studying the map of the province of Shan-
tung the following thoughts had come to his mind:

“First all one could ask very generally which par-
tition would be the best. My answer is: the one which
best serves brotherly love and the salvation of souls;
two things are required for that:

That the different areas of each partition have a
good connection with one another.

That the places of greater importance, must – as far as it is possible, be
accessible to both parts.

Such places were for Arnold the provincial capital, where, however, his
missionaries would not work; furthermore the crossing point between the Ho-
angho (Yellow River) and the imperial channel and the harbor town of Che-
foo, “which offers an easier connection with Europe” (Richard Hartwich SVD, Steyler

Missionare in China [Steyl Missionaries in China], vol. I, p. 16).
For Fr. Arnold these were the basic principles for a partition of the Apos-

tolic Vicariate. Following those basic principles he then concretely suggested
a partition which naturally could be changed. However, “I would be glad if you
approved at least the above mentioned principles for a partition“ (ibid., p. 17).

This was all Fr. Arnold could do for the time being in matters of his mis-
sionaries’ own mission. Before he could travel to Rome in that matter, he first
had to receive Bishop Cosi’s answer, as he wrote to Fr. Anzer on May 5, 1880
[cf. Josef Alt, ed., Letters to China, vol. I, Analecta SVD 83/I, p. 39).

APRIL – JUNE 1880

In the beginning of April 1880 Fr. Anzer received Fr. Arnold’s permission
to travel to Shantung. Now “nothing could hold Anzer back. Fr. Freinademetz
came for a last meeting and brought his companion to the ship” (ibid.). 

In the afternoon of April 23 the ship left Hong Kong for Shanghai. There Fr.
Anzer stayed with the Lazarists from May 2-4. From May 4-6 he travelled by ship
to Chefoo in Shantung. There he found accommodation with the procurator of
the Italian Franciscans. Only on June 6 was he able to continue his journey over
land in a carriage. On June 16 he arrived in Tsinanfu at Bishop Cosi’s residence.

May 1880

For Fr. Arnold, May 25, 1880 was an important date. On that day the Bi-
shop of his diocese of Muenster, Brinkmann, who because of the Kulturkampf
[cultural war] lived in exile in the Netherlands, released Fr. Arnold, his brother
Fr. John Janssen and Fr. H. Wegener from the diocese of Muenster, in order
to dedicate their lives to the mission house. Until then the three of them had
still been priests of that diocese (Fritz Bornemann, Einige der ersten Bewohner des Mis-

sionshauses [some of the first residents of the mission house], Verbum 4, 1962, p. 385).

June-July 1880  -  June 29

On June 29 the former Vicar Apostolic of Luxembourg, Bishop Laurent
ordained the Steyl deacon Henry Mueller as a priest in the convent of the “Sis-
ters of the Poor Child Jesus” in Simpelveld/Netherlands.

After graduating from High School, Henry Mueller had entered Steyl in
1876. He is the first Divine Word Missionary who did all his philosophical and
theological studies in Steyl. 
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Arnold Janssen – a Pious Businessman

In 1880, Steyl was a place teeming with building activities. On July 31, 1880 
Fr. Arnold ordered floorboards from a timber company in Krefeld. He wrote to the 
manager that the  first delivery had to be made by Friday, August 5 and the second
by August 10 at the latest. That was the first of three conditions Fr. Arnold made when
giving the purchase order. The other two were:

* the boards must not be wider than 20cm;

* the delivery must not be made on a Saturday which could mean work on the
following Sunday and thus profaning it. The latter condition had to  be strictly main-
tained also for future dealings with the company and “I will have to forego your deli-
veries in case I see that you do not abide by that condition.

“Please, let me know by return mail if  you accept the above-placed order with the
given conditions” (Letters of Arnold Janssen, Transcription Franz Bosold SVD, CD Arrangement: Se-

bastian Mattappallil SVD. Generalate Archives, Letter number 1880-07-31, Archive number 13092-093).

A New School Year

In the November 1880 issue of the “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” (Little Messenger
of the Sacred Heart) we read: “On October 9 the new school year began for our house.

We now have 95 students.”
Where did they come from? The same November issue states: From the Nether-

lands 9: 2 from the Archdiocese of Utrecht; from the dioceses of Roermond 2, Her-
togenbosch 1, Breda 1, Harlem 3. One student came from the diocese of Luxemburg.
From Bohemia, which in those days belonged to Austria, one student came. The ma-
jority of students came from Germany: Breslau (today in Poland) 1, Berlin 2, Potsdam
1; from the archdiocese of Munich Freising 2, from the dioceses of Augsburg and 
Passau 1 each, Regensburg 4, Würzburg 2; from Hohenzollern–Sigmaringen 1, from
the archdiocese of Freiburg 2 and the diocese of Limburg 6. From the archdiocese of
Cologne there were 21, from Fr. Arnold’s home diocese of Muenster 26, from Pader-
born 6 and from the diocese of Trier 7. These students attended the following classes
in High School: first class 18, second 9, third 7, fourth and fifth13, sixth 18, seventh
10 and eighth class 9. 6 students studied philosophy and 5 theology.

founding the Steyl mission enterprise. We saw how the negotiations regarding Steyl’s
own mission territory in China began in 1880. Looking a little ahead into the future
we can say that the negotiations would take a lot of time. “From 1880-1885 we ne-
gotiated with the Franciscans concerning the transfer of South Shantung to the So-
ciety” we read in Fr. Alt’s biography of Arnold Janssen (Josef Alt, transl. Frank Mansfied,

Jacqueline Mulberge, Journey in Faith, Nettetal, Steyler Verlag, 2002, p. 179-180). 

Fr. Arnolds Christmas message and – wish

“The purpose of the incarnation is
our transformation into and union with
God. The Christ-Child is the gift of the
merciful love of the Most Holy Trinity” (in
Hermann Fischer SVD, transl, Henry Jungbluth, You

are the Temple of the Holy Spirit, The Spirituality of

Blessed Arnold Janssen, Logos Publications, Second
edition, 1999, p. 103). 

“What abundance of grace and light
and joy attends the birth of our divine Sa-
viour at Bethlehem! … Would that we
could realize the treasure of grace, of sal-
vation and beatitude that we have in our

divine Saviour, so that we would cling to Him with all the love of our hearts and all the
strength of our souls, inseparably united forever. Let us be grateful to him and help
to transmit these blessings to others” (in Peter McHugh, The Spirituality of our Society, A theo-

logical appreciation, S.V.D. Manila Province,  Philippines, 1975 p. 47).
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At this feast of Christmas
I wish you the richest blessings 

of the eternal Word 
which out of love for us 
became a human being!

Arnold Janssen 
to the missionaries in Chile, 1904

Steyl Christ-Child



Number of Mission House Residents

According to the same November 1880 issue of the Little Messenger of the 
Sacred Heart, the number of residents in the mission house was 144: “95 students,
30 workers, 7 Sisters (Sisters of Divine Providence), a maid and 11 priests as te-
achers. 12 workers work in the press, 3 in the carpentry shop. Others work in diffe-
rent trades …. One can see how much room there has to be for so many people in
order to take care of only the most necessary things. Let us pray to God that as He
has let the house grow outwardly so far, He will give a helping hand also for the inner
growth and the spiritual further building up in science and virtue, so that everything
will serve His greatest honor and that a lot of good will come from it. May His divine
providence grant this. On the other hand we ask our friends to help us also find in fu-
ture the daily bread which is necessary to feed so many people. (ibid.).

Positive Projection

The previous statistics caused Fr. Arnold to make the following projections about
the number of future priests of the Steyl mission house in a letter of November 10,
1880  to the Prefect of the Propaganda, Cardinal Simeoni.

On November 10, 1880 six priests had committed themselves to St. Michael’s
mission house. In all probability he expected to have 10 priests for 1881, 16 for 1883,
25 for 1884, 35 for 1885, 53 for 1886 and 73 for 1887. 

In this projection Fr. Arnold had foreseen that some students would leave Steyl,
but that others would enter and, judging from experience, it seemed that the number
of students would still increase (Arnold Janssen, Letter to Cardinal Simeoni, Letter number 1880-

10-11,  Archives number 6671-672, SVD Generalate Archives, CD, Bosold, Mattappallil).

From the Day-to-Day life of a missionary

At the end of his just-mentioned letter of
November 10, 1880 to Cardinal Simeoni in
Rome Fr. Arnold mentioned, probably with justi-
fied pride, the progress of his two missionaries
in Hong Kong with learning the Chinese
language. Anzer who had taught in the seminary
in Hong Kong seemed to be somehow at ease
with using the Chinese language. Josef Freina-
demetz had preached his first sermon in Chi-
nese on July 25 and his second on August 1,
1880. About his first experience of preaching in
Chinese Fr. Freinademetz reported: “I was told
that I could be understood.” In that way he was
very different from his Bishop, Bishop Raimondi.
When he preached for the first time in Chinese,
the Chinese people thought he was speaking
Portuguese. Therefore, “It made me happier,
then, to hear that the people had been able to

understand me” (Fritz Bornemann, transl. John Vogelgesang, As Wine Poured Out, Blessed Joseph

Freinademetz SVD, Missionary in China 1879-1908, Rome 1984, p. 53). 
From his mission station Si-kung, Fr. Freinademetz wrote to Steyl on June 2,

1880: “… About myself I can’t report anything special, except perhaps, that since
three weeks I have been wearing Chinese clothes, that means I wear white stockings,
short white trousers, white linen shoes with rope soles, a blue gown which reaches
to the ankles, my head shorn with a long false ‘pigtail’, bareheaded. For Msg. Rai-
mondi sent me to an almost unknown island, in order to see if there was somehow a
possibility of setting up a mission station there. In little less than a week I walked
through the whole island, I marked all the settlements on the map, and since the
people seemed to me well disposed, and a good old man of 71 years will put his
house at the service of the missionary, a catechist will be sent there and from time
to time a missionary will be visiting there!  In this way I saw and experienced many
things and I enjoyed them a lot” (in “Kleiner Herz-Jesu-Bote” / Little Messenger of the Sacred

Heart, September 1880, p. 71 and Bornemann, As Wine Poured Out, p. 52-53).

An important piece of advice regarding learning the Chinese language

Back in Steyl people wondered if the students there should already begin lear-
ning the Chinese language during their education in Europe. Fr. Freinademetz’s ans-
wer: “To be able to speak Chinese, no; to be able to read Chinese, yes. That is to say,
they should learn how to read the difficult Chinese characters. … Of course it is not
possible to learn all the Chinese characters; there are simply too many of them. Still,
it would be a fine thing if before his departure from his homeland the missionary were
able  to read a large number – enough, at least, so he could read and understand the
Chinese catechism. But it would not be possible in Europe to learn how to pronounce
Chinese since the pronunciation varies in different parts of the country. A very good
exercise, however, which would make it easier to learn how to pronounce correctly
later on, would be a  basic course in singing. That would develop one’s sense of hea-
ring so that later the various tonal differences might be the more easily distinguished”
(Bornemann, As Wine Poured Out, p. 53). 

Negotiations between Bishop Cosi OFM and Fr. John Baptist Anzer

On June 16, 1880 Fr. Anzer had arrived in Shantung to negotiate with Bishop Cosi
about a division of the Apostolic Vicariate of Shantung. However, the only thing the two
could agree on was “to leave further negotiations about the division of the Vicariate up
to our respective leaders in Europe” (Richard Hartwich SVD, Steyler Missionare in China, Band I

(Steyl Missionaries in China, volume I, Analecta SVD – 61/I, Rome 1983, p. 19). In a letter of August 24,
1880 to Fr. Bernardino, the Minister General of the Franciscans, Bishop Cosi set out his
ideas about the division. That letter arrived in Rome only on December 12, 1880. On
December 15, 1880 Fr. Bernardino wrote to Fr. Arnold that he supported the Bishop’s
ideas which were different from those of Frs. Arnold and Anzer. Therefore Fr. Arnold de-
cided to travel to Rome and to negotiate there personally.

Long lasting negotiations

With our “Arnoldus Family Story” we are accompanying Fr. Arnold at the time of
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Josef Freinademetz 1880


