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Christmas Greetings from Steyl

Our Christmas message and Christmas celebration is about a gentle and passionate 
God whose commitment is not to leave us in the darkness of political, social or personal 

hristmas is a deep 
desire of God to be with us in our losses, our recessions, our disappointments and 
broken relationships; the deaths we have had in the past year; our difficulties and pains, 
things that turn us upside down a great deal. In all of our human condition, the 
Christmas message is that God wants to reach out and be with us. God, the most 
passionate of Lovers, wants to be Emmanuel.

To all of you, our brothers and sisters in the Arnoldus Family, we wish you a Happy Christmas and a 
Grace-filled New Year!

Our New e-Mail Address: ajscteam@gmail.com
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1. Winter Convivencia

which took place from December 1 16.  The objectives were as follows:
1) To deepen knowledge of oneself and one another for more life-giving 

relationships.
2) To strengthen the team spirit among the AJSC team members in order to 

witness to a visible sign of mutual collaboration
3) To clarify, articulate and come to a common understanding of  the Vision, 

Mission, nature and functions of the AJSC team
4) To come up with the three-year plan and the on-going formation plan for the 

team
5) To discuss other issues with contact persons.



On the first day the team went into prayer and reflection based on the theme. This was 
followed by the sharing in the afternoon and the day culminated with the Eucharistic
celebration. The rest of the days were spent in discussion and formulating the three-year 
plan.

The team was blessed with the presence of Sr. Maria Cristina Avalos and Fr Gregory 
Pinto, our contact persons from the Generalates, who facilitated the team-building 
sessions which lasted for five days.  Among the highlights of the Convivencia was the 
team building which led to a deeper relationship among the team members and the 
formulation of the three-year plan.

2. Emmie Bids Good-Bye

After nearly eight years in the AJSC Team in Steyl, the time has come for 
Emmie to say good-bye. For her it was an enriching experience to be at the origins
and to meet many members from the three congregations coming from different 
cultures, languages, and traditions. During her stay at St. Michael she gained the respect 
and appreciation not only of the Team, but also of the house community. She will move 
to the Mother House, the Sacred Heart Convent, where she starts her ministry as
coordinator of the SSpS international tertiate program.

We thank you Emmie, from the bottom of our hearts for all your significant contribution
throughout these years for the three Congregations, and especially for the Team. In a 
special way we appreciate your willingness to stay for one more year to help us in the 
process of transition to the new ministry. We are also grateful for the trust and 
friendship you shared with us! We hope and pray that all your experiences in the team 
may be an asset to your ministry. We wish you God´s abundant blessings for your new 
apostolate. We remain your neighbors.

3.  AJSC Activities

August 3-13 Aneta and Peter Dusicka were involved in the SSpS Indonesian Tertiate for 
the Spirituality part. It was a unique experience since everything had to be translated to 
the participants in Indonesian language.

Renato took the German language course at Steink Institute in Bonn from 
August to October. He stayed with the community at St. Augustine.

Celestina, after having completed the basic German course at Akademie 
Klausenhof in Dingden decided to move to Mainz and stayed with the community at the
Provincial House, German Province. She continued the study of the language in a 
nearby language school where she went for classes in the morning and practiced 
speaking and reading in the afternoon with the help of one of the sisters in the 
community.



For the whole month of October Peter D and Emmie were in Ghana for the 
course. They facilitated the Arnold Janssen Spirituality 

Seminar Workshop and helped in the 8-day directed retreat for the participants.

Aneta, Celestina and Renato were in Nemi from November 6 12 for the Dei 
Verbum group directed retreat.

In November Peter D. went to the SVD parish in Goch to help in the ministry 
and also to gain a good command of the German language.

4. News from the Provinces

From India

Fr. Gregory Arockiam, SVD, AJSC National Coordinator, gives an overall view 
through his annual report of the activities taken up for the year 201. He wrote:

With my transfer from DWS, Pune to Atma Darshan, the Arnold Janssen Secretariat, 
the National office has been moved to Atma Darshan, Andheri. The National office 
continues to share and distribute resource materials like new CDS, books, articles and 
book marks by way of promoting the spirituality of our founding generation.
During the past year, I was invited to conduct a retreat for 60 SVD college students at 
Vidya Niketan, Mysore. The retreat was based on our Trinitarian Missionary 
Spirituality and Founding Generation.  It was a great experience for our students to 
know and appreciate our founding generation through creative liturgies, talks and audio 

During the month of October, the AJS team organized a 30-day retreat for 8 Holy Spirit 
sisters (Tertians) who were preparing for their Perpetual Vows in February 2011.  The 
AJS team consisted of Sr. Vimla, SSpS (Indore), Fr. John Serrao and myself.  We 
followed the new module recently introduced in Steyl and it was a great experience 
deepening our charism and spirituality.

Arnoldus National Colloquium was held from November 17 20. The theme of the 

venture of the SSpS and the SVDs

From the  Far East

On January 16, inspite  of the ice cold and freezing weather, the Holy Spirit 
Association of the Missionary Sisters (SSpSA) was officially commenced with much 
joy. Thirty adults which included both men and women comprised the first group of the 
SSpSA, a community of Lay Missionaries. They made their commitment during the 
solemn Eucharistic celebration. What makes this event significant is the fact that this
newly established SSpSA community is the first of its kind in the whole country.



From Brazil

Sister Agada introduces the new team members and shares their activities. She wrote:

Generally we have three common meetings every year, always about a whole
day - to share, reflect and study together, to evaluate and plan. On the 3rd of November, 
we had our last meeting for this year. Present at the meeting: Frs. Thomas Hughes and 
Mario Steffen, and Srs. Ilca Maria Hendges, Nilva Moro and myself .This time we 
started with an hour of prayer and Lectio Divina on the Gospel of the day Lk 15,1-10.
Then we had our evaluation wherein we saw that we had programs Ad Intra: for 
formators, our  young people discerning their vocation; retreats for the SSpS, for the
novices and the students of Philosophy; we elaborated texts for our sites, etc. Ad Extra: 
as resource persons for the formation programs of the different phases of formation  of 
the Religious Conference, also for ongoing formation; Biblical retreats;  as resource 
persons in the spiritual animation of lay groups belonging to different pastoral groups 
and reflection / Bible groups, etc.

6. Keeping in Touch

We would like to inform you, we had a problem with our old email address. You can 
keep in touch with us using the following address now: ajscteam@gmail.com

We would appreciate it very much if you can send us materials (articles or modules) 
that can be useful in the work of spiritual animation. For those who have been faithful in 
sharing materials with us, thank you.

The AJSC Newsletter is sent out in five language versions: English, German, Spanish, 
Portuguese and Indonesian. We want to take this opportunity to acknowledge the hard 
work of our translators. God bless you, and more power.
We look forward to hearing from you. 

With best wishes for your work,

Aneta, Celestina, Peter and Renato


