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Steyl – May 2012 SSpS / SVD / SSpSAP

Sincere and warm greetings
from the Team of the Arnold Janssen Spirituality Center (AJSC) in Steyl:

Aneta Kołodziejczyk and Celestina Tangan, Renato Gnatta and Peter Dusicka

OUR E-MAIL ADDRESS: ajscteam@gmail.com

In this bulletin:

1. Summer Convivencia,
2. AJSC Activities 
3. Impressions of the participants of the VI SVD Formators´ Course 
4. News from the Provinces
5. Keeping in touch

1. Summer Convivencia

The regular summer convivencia of the team took place from 10 to 26 May 2012 
in Steyl. In this meeting the 3 year program was reviewed and initial plans were made 
for the Seminar-Workshop for the Local Spiritual Animators which will be held from 
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September 17 to October 17, 2014 in Steyl.
Since there is a custom that the members of AJSC team go for a common retreat 

once in two years, they made their retreat from 13 to 19 May in Wahlwiller. The 
beautiful landscape and nature of the place, as well as a compassionate and prudent 
guidance of Sr. Martina created an experience that will last.

The team would like to share with you the Vision-Mission Statement.

• VISION statement:  We  envision  our  AJSC  team  as  a  community  COME 
ALIVE witnessing to the compassionate presence of the Trinity especially in 
frontier situations.

• MISSION statement: to achieve our Vision we commit ourselves:

1. To deepen our relationship with God and with one another as a team.
2. To  live  and  share  the  spirituality  of  our  Founding  Generation  in  the 

present context.
3. To be available for spiritual animation for the members of the Arnoldus 

Family, including lay partners.
4. To animate, form and collaborate with Local Spiritual Animators.

2. AJSC Activities

a) Meeting of AJSC with AGS in Steyl: 9-12 January 2012

Participants  from  AGS  (Arbeitsgemeinschaft  Spiritualität):  Sr.  Helene  Berger 
SSpS (OES), Fr. Heinz Schneider SVD (GER), Fr. Stephan Dähler SVD (SWI),  Sr. 
Claudia Theinert SSpS (GER).

The idea of having such a meeting was brought up at  the meeting of AGS in 
Marienburg, Switzerland in January 2011.This group is composed of SSpS and SVD 
who are tasked to work for spiritual animation in their respective provinces.

AJSC  team  introduced  the  Document  “Nature  and  Function  -  redefining  the 
structure of AJSC” which was then discussed at length. The discussion also included 
the ways of helping to form the “LSA”, local  spiritual  animators in the German-
speaking area of Europe.

A request came from the AGS to work more closely with AJSC in the future in 
terms of spiritual animation. The concrete expression of this request was a proposal 
that AJSC and AGS will pick up a specific theme from our spirituality, look for the 
materials concerning this theme, then meet together to develop this theme in such a 
way that  it  can be useful  for  a day of  recollection day,  or  retreat,  or  lecture,  and 
meditations.

-2-



• a  specific  theme:  The  Incarnation  and  humanity  of  Jesus,  biblical  text: 
Prologue of St. John

• date and venue of the meeting: 21-24: January 2013 in Steyl.

The evaluation at the end showed that this meeting was perceived as a source of 
encouragement. The proposal itself to meet and work closely with AJSC is also a sign 
that this meeting was a good stimulus for future collaboration.

b) AJSC program in the Ukraine and Slovakia: February 4 – March 4, 2012

Program in Ukraine:  From 7 to 8 February a Seminar-Workshop on Emotions and 
Non-violent Communication was conducted in Werbowiec by Sr. Aneta and Fr. Peter. 
The request for such a theme came from the Province. This is an attempt of the sisters 
to live out the XIII SSpS General Chapter direction. 15 sisters and 1 SVD attended 
the seminar.

Among  inputs  a  reflection  on  Jesus  himself  and  how  He  experienced  and 
expressed emotions was very helpful. Furthermore, the sisters also reflected on the 
person of St. Arnold Janssen especially with regards to his own growth in handling 
emotions and expressing tenderness. This reflection was highly appreciated by the 
sisters and somehow changed the stereotyped image of our Founder.

Then a semi-guided 8-day retreat followed from 9 to 16 February in the dynamic 
of Lectio Divina based on the theme: Women in the Bible. 8 sisters took part in it.

Even though the winter was very cold – the temperatures dropped down to minus 
30, both members of the AJSC team were received very warmly.

The Program in Slovakia went on from February 18 and till March 3 in Ivanka and 
Nitra.  The  main  thrust  of  the  seminar  was  the  theme taken  from the  XIII  SSpS 
General chapter:

TO BE TRANSFORMED - TO BE AUTHENTIC WITNESSES.

Separated workshops were conducted for various groups: middle aged generation 
(32  sisters),  old  sisters  (25),  sisters  and  SVDs  in  initial  formation  (25)  and  a 
workshop for SSpSAP sisters (5). All three branches of Arnoldus family had a chance 
to participate in this program.

The last part of the program was a personally guided retreat for 10 SSpS sisters 
held in the Mission house in Nitra, Kalvaria.

-3-



c) 30 day retreat for SSpSAP in Steyl: February – March 2012

Sr.  Celestina  accompanied  two Filipino  adoration  sisters  for  a  30-day  guided 
retreat  from February 1 to  March 2,  2012 in  preparation for  their  Silver  Jubilee 
celebration. Another sister joined for an 8 - day retreat towards the end. Still another 
sister, upon hearing about the retreat, also came to Steyl all the way from Berlin to 
have her 30-day guided retreat. She made the retreat from 25 February till 25 March. 
The sisters were very happy and grateful to have this rare opportunity of having a 30-
day retreat.

d) VI SVD Formators´ Course, Steyl-Oies-Nemi, 12 March to 03 May 2012

The first  part  of the SVD Formators’ course which is referred to as the Steyl 
section was held at St Michael’s mission house from 12 to 28 March. This part was 
facilitated by the AJSC team with Fr. Renato and Sr. Celestina taking the lead role. 
There were 30 participants coming from ten different countries of birth but missioned 
to fifteen countries.

The Steyl section was divided into three parts namely:

a) Our  beginnings  –  Founding  Generation  (Story  of  Arnold  Janssen,  Blessed 
Maria  Helena  and  Blessed  Josepha,  and  the  First  Brothers).  Mother  Mary 
Michael  was presented by the Adoration sisters themselves when the group 
came to visit them. The life story of St Joseph Freinademetz was presented 
during the pilgrimage to South Tyrol.

b) Our Journey with the Spirit – SVD Development throughout the years up to the 
present.

c) Our Lived Mission Spirituality today – Our ongoing family story today.

What  is  significant  is  that  in  the  presentation  of  the  life  story  of  the  founding 
generation the focus was more on the aspect of each person as formator. In general it 
can be said that the participants found the course very helpful and meaningful as 
reflected in their comments and evaluations.

Fr. Peter McHugh wrote an article about this course under the title: Formation for 
Life. This can be downloaded from our web-page.

e) Retreat in Nemi: 21 - 30 April, 2012

Fr. Peter, Sr. Aneta and Sr. Celestina went to Nemi to help facilitate the guided 
retreat of the formators. Together with these Fr. P. McHugh, Fr. Herbert Scholz, Fr. 
Lukas Jua formed the team of retreat guides.
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f) Seminar and retreat in Mozambique, April 19 - May 7, 2012

Fr. Renato and Sr. Emmie Vas went to Mozambique to facilitate the seminar and 
retreat for the members of both provinces. The seminar focused on the theme of the 
African Synod RECONCILIATION, JUSTICE AND PEACE.

The composition of the group attending the seminar was 16 SVD’s and 20 SSpS 
sisters. The seminar-workshop lasted 5 days. This was followed by a semi–guided 
retreat. In the process the participants came to realize that they need more on-going 
formation, including anthropological and sociological studies on the local culture in 
order  to  facilitate  better  understanding  and  relationships  especially  with  local 
vocations.

3. Impressions of the participants of the VI SVD Formators' Course

Some of the participants summarized their experiences of Steyl as follows:

“In many cultures, there is this proverb that, “Blood is thicker than water,” which  
is to mean, one’s origin, one’s family is of much greater importance... It is in this  
same line that, in summary, Steyl can be described as a place that transforms, where 
our Arnoldus Family started, and being here, we feel at home, where the confrers  
greet one another with smiles, this is our origin, the roots of our mission and its  
Spirituality. Days pass, years will pass, but Steyl will forever remain in my heart and  
in my memories.”
(Fr. Martin Kawana)

“What  is  more  remarkable  and  touching  is  the  spirit  with  which  the  present  
members in the community of  Steyl  continue to live the spirit  of  the founder and 
founding generation. It is my experience and the experience of everyone in the group 
that WE ARE AT HOME IN STEYL. The brotherly greeting, the capturing smile and 
feeling of oneness make me experience that I am really at home in the Family of St.  
Arnold Janssen. Every program that we have had here, the classes, reflections and 
the pilgrim tours in and outside the Steyl have indeed broadened my perception and  
deepened my love towards this family of St. Arnold Janssen.”
(Fr. Balaprasad Madanu)

“As I am looking back on these two weeks, my heart is filled with gratitude. I am  
deeply grateful to the loving God for having made it possible for me to participate in  
this formators´ course. For me, the past two weeks were grace-filled. For the past  
two weeks, I have been treading the same soil which the founding generation had 
trod, breathed the same air which they had breathed. Though set apart from each  
other by a span of more than two hundred years, I still feel their presence in this holy  
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place, where they worked and lived, enchanted and captivated by the same vision.  
Listening to the stories of the founding generation, I was especially touched by their  
selflessness in seeking God’s will. The founding generation sought nothing but the  
will of God…. God’s will only! That is the most precious lesson which I have learned 
from the founding generation, especially from Father Arnold.”
(Fr. Paul Xu)

4. News from the Provinces

Mumbai, India

Fr. Gregory Arockiam shares the result of the colloquium which was held on 17-20, 
November, 2011:

“The  theme  of  the  colloquium  was:“Pathways  of  our  Spiritual  Journey  and 
Mission Today”. The National Colloquium was attended by 42 SVDs and 26 SSpS 
sisters and it was truly an Arnoldus family event. The participants came from all the  
5 SVD Provinces/Region and the 4 SSpS Provinces. It was reassuring to note Most  
Rev. Leo Cornelio, SVD, Archbishop of Bhopal celebrated the Eucharist on the first  
day and chaired two sessions in the morning. There were 3 SVD Provincials and 4  
SSpS Provincials who attended the National colloquium.

There was a very solemn inaugural ceremony on the first day followed by the  
keynote  address  by  Most  Rev.  Thomas  Menamparampil,  SDB,  the  Archbishop  of  
Guwahati.  He  challenged  the  audience  to  look  for  new  and  creative  ways  of  
proclaiming the good news.

There were 11 papers presented, seven by SVDs and 4 by Holy Spirit sisters. The  
main  themes  were,  Mission,  spirituality  and  Formation.  The  papers  were  well  
researched and in Indian context.

Besides,  there  were  Testimonies  and  personal  sharing  how  spirituality  has  
touched their lives. Also, we had 3 lay persons from a lay group, Disciples of the 
Divine Word (DDW) who spoke how the Arnoldus Spirituality has transformed their  
lives and what they do for the poor and the needy. There was a panel Discussion on  
“Ecological concerns” and a lay woman Miss Deepika spoke with passion, about the 
need to address this burning issue.
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…It was truly an Arnoldus family experience deepening our religious missionary  
Spirituality in today’s context.”

The  participants  also  drew  up  Action  Plans  for  the  respective  SSpS  and  SVD 
provinces.

5. Keeping in Touch

You can read and download articles and other materials from the AJSC Folder 
which is placed in the Public Area on the SVD website: http://www.svdcuria.org. Click 
on Site Map/Mapa del sitio, then click on AJSC–CEAJ. The Sisters can access the 
same by going to the SSpS website  www.worldssps.org. Click Other Links then click 
AJSC.

We  would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you  can  send  us  materials  (articles  or 
modules) that can be useful in the work of spiritual animation. Please send them to us 
and we can post them on the website so that others can have access to them. We also 
appreciate it very much if you can send us some news or activities in your province in 
the field of spiritual animation, using the following address:  ajscteam@gmail.com. 
For those who have been faithful in sharing materials with us, thank you.

The AJSC Newsletter  is  sent  out  in  five  language versions:  English,  German, 
Spanish,  Portuguese  and  Indonesian.  We  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
acknowledge the hard work of our translators. Many thanks and God bless you.

As we write this Newsletter we are celebrating Pentecost, so we wish you: May 
the Holy Spirit  continue to empower and inspire  us  all  as  we endeavor  to  make 
known the compassionate love of the Triune God wherever we are and in what ever 
we do.

We look forward to hearing from you.
With our prayers and best wishes for you.

Aneta, Celestina, Renato, Peter 
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