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This year has seen several significant events: the
acceptance of two new members into the
Institute, the passing away of Fr. Louis
Luzbetak, the resignation of Fr. Augustine
Kanjamala from the Coordinating Council, the
various celebrations to mark the centenary of the
Anthropos journal, and the Asia-Pacific zonal
meeting of the Institute with its follow up in
Madang, PNG.

Fr. Stanisław Grodźfrom Lublin and Fr. Ronald
Lange from TICCS have been nominated and
accepted as members of the Anthropos Institute.
Our congratulations to both of them.

Fr. Luzbetak, especially through his Church and
Cultures, has greatly contributed to the work and
name of the Anthropos Institute. He helped
people involved in mission, both at the academic
and the practical level, to appreciate and to profit
from the contribution of cultural anthropology.
He has been an example of interdisciplinary
cooperation showing a way for the future. Ernest
Brandewie wrote the obituary in the Anthropos
journal on page 653.

While preparing this edition of Interlink we
received news that Fr. Joseph Penkowski had
passed away on February 3, 2006, at the age of
76. In 1962 he began his studies in ethnology at
Fribourg and in 1965-6 did his field research in
Tanzania. In 1967 he began his 30 years of
service at the Vatican Museo Missionario-
Etnologico. His health forced him to retire and
eventually he returned to St. Joseph, Gorna
Grupa where he had entered the Society 60 years
ago. May the Lord be his reward.

Fr. Kanjamala has brought a long academic and
administrative experience to the Anthropos
Institute and to its Coordinating Council. He is a
man who believes in and supports an
interdisciplinary approach applying his
sociological skills to the various fields of church
and mission. For health reasons he offered to
resign in favour of a younger member. Though
he will no longer be on the Council anymore I
am still looking forward to and count on his
insights and wisdom.

Asia Pacific Zonal Meeting of Anthropos
Institute

The Asia Pacific Zonal Meeting of the
Anthropos Institute took place in Ledalero,
Indonesia, from April first to the third.

The aim of the meeting, besides remembering
Wilhelm Schmidt on the fiftieth anniversary of
his death and reflecting on his relevance for the
Asia Pacific zone today, and besides celebrating
also the one hundred years of the Anthropos
journal was to give a chance to the members to
meet and to exchange news.

The venue was chosen not only because of the
presence of the over two hundred SVD
seminarians, but also because most of the
Indonesian confreres – 26 as it turned out – who
are involved in the various institutes dedicated to
the study of cultures and religions in Indonesia
would come to Ledalero to participate in a MER
(Mission Education and Research) meeting
which would end on April first. The Anthropos
members of the zone, 15 in all, thus could meet
and share ideas with the Indonesian scholars.

From the desk of the coordinator

Events
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The theme of the meeting was “Fr. Wilhelm
Schmidt and His Legacy for Aspac. Fifty Years
after His Death.” The agenda foresaw several
papers and responses: the key note address by Fr.
S.M. Michael “The Relevance of Wilhelm
Schmidt for Aspac Today”; a paper by the zonal
coordinator Fr. Anthony Poruthur, “Jansen’s
Passion for Science. Anthropos and ASPAC
Zone;” and one by the Coordinator of Anthropos
Institute “Anthropos Institute in Asia Pacific. A
Vision for the Future.” Besides the papers we
planned a panel discussion on “Expectations of
the Generalate of the Anthropos Institute,” the
paper Fr. General Antonio Pernia had given at
the Anthropos Institute zonal meeting in Nysa.

As it turned out, sickness and delays with visas
played a trick on the Anthropos members and
several were not able to attend. In spite of that
we were able to discuss several issues especially
regarding the Institute and the coming General
Chapter of the Society and the Anthropos
journal.

Regarding the Anthropos journal the participants
felt that one hundred years of success demanded
a time of reflection to assess what we have
achieved and to think about the future of the
journal in a world that is radically different from
the world of 1906. It was recommended to begin
a process of dialogue and reflection which
should lead to a renewed vision for the future of
the journal.

Prior to the Anthropos meeting the CAI had a
chance to address the Indonesian MER meeting
presenting the restructured Anthropos Institute
and answering questions from the floor. It was a
very useful and very lively meeting. As several
participants observed, it clarified ideas and
brought the Anthropos Institute closer to them.
Any consistent cooperation is based on mutual
understanding and I think the meeting helped to
achieve that.

A bonus meeting of the Asia-Pacific Anthropos
members took place during the Aspamir (SVD
Asian-Pacific Association of Mission
Researchers) Conference in Madang, PNG.
Besides nine full members, there were also Fr.
Gregory Neombasu who had just received his
doctorate in Anthropology from the ANU, Fr.
Peter Sam Nguyen from Korea, with a doctorate
in psychological anthropology, and sociologist
Fr. Robertus Mirsel from Candraditya, Flores.
Fr. Tom Ascheman from the Generalate was also

invited to participate. The issues discussed were
the Anthropos Institute and the next General
Chapter and the Anthropos journal. It was agreed
to endorse the proposal to have Fr General
present to the Chapter what the Generalate has
done for the Anthropos Institute. The Society has
to be made aware of and to endorse these efforts.
Regarding the Anthropos journal the CAI was
requested to open a discussion on the
Generalate’s web page.

Anthropos Institute Sankt Augustin

On October 14th, 2005, Anthropos Institute
Sankt Augustin celebrated the 100 Years of the
Anthropos journal with a feast in the main Hall
of Sankt Augustin's Museum. Music chosen with
understanding and taste intertwined the various
speeches: Greetings by the Director (J. Piepke),
addresses by the Provincial of North-German
Province SVD (B. Werle) and of the
Representative of the Generalate SVD (R.
Scholz), followed by the presentation of 100
Years of Anthropos (A. Quack) and of the actual
situation of the Journal (O. Gächter). In the
second part of the program Prof. Dr. Andre
Gingrich from the University of Vienna spoke
on: "Wandel und Wiederkehr. Ethnographische
Beobachtungen aus zwei Jahrzehnten im
Bergland Südwest-Arabiens".
During the celebration there was the launching of
a new book of Fr. Prof. Dr hab. Karl Josef
Rivinius. "Im Dienst der Mission und der
Wissenschaft. Zur Entstehungsgeschichte der
Zeitschrift Anthropos". The book deals with the
beginnings of the Anthropos-Journal.
Besides the members of AI residing in Germany,
many confreres, associates and friends of the
Institute participated in this celebration. The
Coordinating Council of the Anthropos Institute
was represented by J. Pawlik who also sent this
report.

Gesch Patrick

Pat writes: “During this year I was mostly
involved with teaching and administration at
Divine Word University, Madang. DWU is
beginning to play a very important role for
tertiary Church education facilities throughout
PNG, and there is a definite feeling that Church
institutions are succeeding where statutory
bodies are having real difficulties. In this we
have amalgamated an Allied Health facility,

Members' Report
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which falls to my charge with its two academic
departments.

For my teaching, I have been getting into
computer studies, having had the opportunity to
get a Masters in IT while assisting my father in
his last months. This is quite a challenge for me;
it is not greatly relevant to anthropological
studies; and I have no idea how further
integration of these fields will happen for me in
the future.

However I did teach one course in Medical
Anthropology, and found the topic troublesome,
in that the texts seem to be too taxonomic to be
very useful. I am on the hunt for a more relevant
text for the students. At the same time I was
amazed at the compassion shown by some of our
students, especially from the Department of
Physiotherapy, as they apply their cultural
listening skills to people with real difficulties.

It was very interesting for me to prepare the
ASPAMIR Conference at the beginning of
October, given the help of Phil Gibbs, Franco
Zocca, and Stanis Thanuzraj from the distance of
Ishvani Kendra. I have the feeling that things
went well, because we have many arrangments
continuously in place in Madang for the running
of conferences. It will now be my commitment
and task to publish the papers of the Conference
with DWU Press, Madang. That should keep me
occupied for a while.”

Gibbs Philip

Research Activities
In 2005 Philip continued research on “sanguma”
witchcraft, and aspects of Enga Spirituality. A
new aspect of study has been the “AIDS and
culture”. All these are ongoing.

Conferences and Workshops
He lectured at the MI Orientation Course – 3
weeks with 36 participants.
Facilitated a workshop on “Death and Dying”
from theological and anthropological
perspectives, for a week in the Enga Province.
Conducted: 5 Theological Writers’ workshops
for Papua New Guineans. Each workshop lasted
for one week. There were a total of 151
participants, including 40 women.

a workshop for the Federation of
Religious for 4 days on the topic “Inculturation
and Religious Life.” 120 participants.

a workshop for Melanesian formators
for one week on the topic, “The Melanesian Face
of Christ.” 32 participants.

He attended the Conference for the International
Academy of Practical Theology in Brisbane,
Australia and delivered the paper: “Resistance
and Hope in a Theology of Land for Papua New
Guinea.”
He attended the ASPAMIR Conference in
Madang presenting a paper on “Violence and
Living Prophetic Dialogue.”

Lecturing Activities
He taught a course on “Contextual Theology” for
one semester at Catholic Theological Institute,
Bomana.

Publications
“Grassroots in Paradise: Contextual Theology
for Papua New Guinea,” The Melanesian
Journal of Theology 21.1 (2005) 37-62.
“Political Discourse and Religious Narratives of
Church and State in Papua New Guinea.”
http://rspas.anu.edu/papers/melanesia/working_p
apers/05_01wp_Gibbs.pdf
“Local Church, the Community in Mission:
Physiognomy of an Inculturated Community.”
Salesian Family Missionary Seminar, 59-72,
Rome: Editrice SDB, 2005.
Encyclopedia of Religion. edited by Lindsay
Jones, Macmillan Reference USA,
“Oceanic Religions: New Religious
Movements,” Vol 10, 6794-6799.
“Rites of Passage: Oceanic Rites”, Vol 11,
7806-7810
Encyclopedia of Religious Practices, entry:
“Papua New Guinea.”
“Its in the Blood.” Originally in Catalyst.
Reprinted in Sedos Bulletin (2005), 117-122
“’You have a Baby and I’ll climb a Tree,’
Gender Relations Perceived through Enga
Proverbs and Sayings about Women.” Catalyst
35.1 (2005) 15-33.
“Finding Faith in the City: Inculturation and the
Urban Experience of Engan Catholics” in Robert
J. Kisala (ed.) Urbanization and Mission in Asia
and the Pacific. Manila: Logos Publications,
2005, 211-245.
“Its in the Blood.” Originally in Catalyst.
Reprinted in Verbum SVD 46.2 (2005) 151-161.
“Resistance and Hope in a Theology of Land for
Papua New Guinea.”
http://dlibrary.acu.edu.au/research/theology/ejour
nal/aejt_5/practheol_gibbs.htm
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Glinka Josef

Glinka writes: In this academic year I could
reduce my activities.
At the Airlangga University I have given only
one subject, i.e. Man and Culture in Europe,
together with a younger doctor. Then in the post
graduate course I had capita selecta in Physical
Anthropology. In the PhD course I had only
some lectures on Human Environment.
As in other years, I was/am copromoter in five
theses and a member of the examination
commission seven times.

At the Catholic University Widya Mandala I
gave a full course in Human Genetics for
psychology students

In this year I also have written three articles for a
book and I revised my former book on
anthropometrics. Both will be published in 2006.
For the next year I want to do research in
cooperation with younger scientists.

After a very hard sepsis in September, the
doctors asked me to stop all my academic jobs.
But the deans and the rectors of both universities
asked me not to cut my membership of these
schools. In their opinion I am needed as adviser
in program and research affairs.”

GrodźStanisław

He is Lecturer in the Chair of History and
Ethnology of Religion, Faculty of Theology,
Catholic University of Lublin and Member of the
Scientific Society of the Catholic University of
Lublin; the Steering Committee of the
Workgroup Journées d’Arras (an European
network of Christians engaged in contacts with
Muslims); member correspondent of Eurislam
(an European network of researchers building an
Internet bibliographical database on Islam and
Muslims in Europe).

Lecturing Activities
He gave courses on: Christian-Muslim relations,
interreligious dialogue, African Christian
theology, introduction to the study of religions,
general aspects of marriage and family in Africa
and in India (two separate courses)
in August-September he taught a module on
Islam of the World Religions course at the
Divine Word College, Epworth, IA

Conferences
Crossing the Threshold of the Church. On the
Actuality of Christian Initiation. 37th

Ecclesiological Week, Lublin, Catholic
University of Lublin, 7-9th March, 2005; paper:
“The Problem of Christian Initiation in the
Context of Other Religions.”

Religion vis-a-vis History, History vis-a-vis
Religion. Institute for the Study of Religion,
Jagiellonian University, Kraków, 7-9th October,
2005; paper: “Enlarged Present and Reduced
Future in the Shadow of the Past? Debates on
John Mbiti’s (African) concept of Time and
History.”

Faces of Jesus Christ. The SVD Centre for the
Dialogue of Cultures and Religions; Section of
Missiology, Faculty of Theology, University of
Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski in Warsaw;
Monumenta Serica Institute, St. Augustin; Polish
SVD Mission Secretariat; Warszawa, 19th

October, 2005; paper: “Healer, Black Messiah, a
Masai Young Warrior – Theological and Artistic
Images of Jesus in Africa.”

Interreligious and Ecumenical Significance of
Nostra aetate. An International Conference
organized by the Catholic University of Lublin,
Institute for Middle-Eastern Europe. Lublin, 25th

October, 2005; paper: “Acceptation of Muslims
in the Declaration Nostra aetate – a Stereotype
or a “Lodestar” in Contacts of Christians with
Muslims?”

Publications
Objawienie w islamie i sposoby jego
uwiarygodniania. [Revelation in Islam and
Modes of Its Authentication]. In: P. Moskal,
(ed.), Objawienie [Revelation]. Lublin:
Wydawnictwo KUL, 2005: 97-116.
„Uwarunkowania współczesnych chrystologii
afrykańskich [Reasons for African Christological
Quests]”. Roczniki Teologiczne 52.2005/9: 21-
35.
„Nie straszyć islamem. Przezwyciężanie
stereotypów – rozmowa z Stanisławem
Grodziem SVD [Do not Threaten Us with Islam.
Overcoming Stereotypes – an Interview with
Stanisław Grodź, SVD]”. Wdrodze 2005/6(382):
25-41.
“Dualistyczne trendy w afrykańskim
chrześcijaństwie [Dualistic Trends in African
Christianity]”. Nomos 49-50.2005.
Three biographical essays on Charles Nyamiti,
John S. Mbiti, Mercy Amba Oduyoye. In:
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Lexicon of the Great Theologians of the 20th and
21st Century.
Chrystologia afrykańska w rodzimym kontekście
kulturowym [African Christology in the
Indigenous Cultural Context]. Lublin:
Towarzystwo Naukowe KUL, 2005.
Chrystus - najstarszy brat. Afrykañski model
chrystologiczny jako ognisko
innych modeli? [Christ, the Eldest Brother.
African Christological model as
the "focal point" of other models? in A. Was
(ed.), Werbisci a badania religiologiczne,
Warszawa 2005, 78-88.
Dualistyczne trendy w afrykañskim
chrzeœcijañstwie [Dualistic Trends in
African Christianity]. Nomos 49-50.2005, 152-
165.

Kanjamala Augustine

Kanjamala is the director of the Institute of
Indian Culture in Mumbai.
He published:
"Emerging Catholic missions and missiologies in
India" in Missiology for the 21st Century Roger
E .Hedlund (ed), Delhi: ISPCK, 2005.
"Inculturation - A Biblical Model" in VERBUM
SVD, No.2, 2005.
"How to make our Institutions Centres of Good
News" L.Stanislaus (ed), Pune, 2005

He attended an international SVD missiological
meeting at the Divine Word University, Madang,
Papua New Guinea, October 2-7, and gave a
paper "Christian Mission and violence in India"

He conducted the Seminar on “Mission and
Culture in Northeast India”, Guwahati, 27-30
October, 2005 and on "Evangelization in North
India", Varanasi, 15-17, November 2005.

Kirby Jon

In the last part of 2005 Fr. Kirby participated in
all the regular TICCS programs. During the
month of September he delivered a series of 10
lectures on Culture and Development to the
second year UDS MA students at the Navrongo
campus. He also participated in a UDS
conference on Culture and Development,
offering a paper on “Culture-Drama and
Peacebuilding.”

Kupisiński Zdzisław

Lecturing Activities
In the academic year 2004/2005 he was on
sabbatical preparing his habilitation, and
therefore until September 30, 2005 did not have
any lecturing activities.
Between July 8-17 he did field work in St.
Andrew Bobola Parish in Koszary. His research
was focused on funeral and All Souls Day
customs in Radom Diocese. He will use the data
he gathered for his habilitation book.

In the first Semester of the academic year 2005/6
he lectured at the Catholic University of Lublin
in the following subjects:
New religious movements – 30 hours
Polish folk customs – 15 h
Religiology – 30 h
Practical Religiology – 45 h

Conferences
November 16-18, 2005 – Participation in 9th

Conference TANATOS in Szklarka Poreba –
Poland. The theme of the Conference was:
“Problematic of Contemporary Tanathology,
Medicine, Cultural Anthropology”. He presented
a paper: “Beliefs and Customs Associated with
Lent in Opoczno and Radom Region”.

Publications
“Elementy zaduszkowe w obrzędach zapustnych
opoczyńskiego i radomskiego” (Beliefs and
Customs Associated with Lent in Opoczno and
Radom Region.) In. J. Kolbuszowski (ed.).
Problemy współczesnej tanatologii. Medycyna –
antropologa kultury – humanistyka. Wrocław
2005. p. 289-295
“Liturgia Kościoła a ludowa obrzędowowść
Bożego Narodzenia w Opoczyńskim” (The
Liturgy of the Chuch and Christmas Folk
Customs in Opoczno Region.) In: Roczniki
Teologiczne 52:2005 (9), Kościoła. 145158.
Book Review: H. ZimońSVD (ed.). „Dialog
międzyreligijny”. Lublin 2004. TNKUL. In:
Anthropos 100:2005/2 p. 647-648.

Lange Kofi Ron

Besides participating in the various TICCS
programs during the second half of 2005, Fr.
Kofi led a retreat for the Kristo Boase
Benedictines, participated in the on-going
formation program for the SVDs which took
place at Nsawam from the 12th-15th December,
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and has continued to work in his spare time on
the proverbs project.

Mantovani Ennio

Lecturing activities
Summer Holiday: Vietnam: full accredited
course, 30 hours: “Culture and Mission”
First semester: YTU Melbourne. Two full
courses: “Comparative Religions” and “Culture
and Mission”
Second semester: Good Shepherd College, PNG.
“Introduction to Melanesian Religions” (30
hours) and “Introduction to Melanesian
Cultures” (30 hours)
Sydney: SSpS preparing for perpetual vows:
“Culture in our life” (one week)
Melbourne: SVD preparing for perpetual vows:
“Mission and Culture” (three days)
Nemi: Renewal Course: “Culture in our life.”
Rome, Salesian University: Introduction for 33
new Salesian Missionaries: “Culture in our life.”

Publications
“Anthropos Tradition in the SVD Yesterday and
Today” Verbum SVD 46 (2005): 207-223.
“Melanesian Evolution and Biblical Creation”
Verbum SVD: 46 (2005) 271-286.

Research activities
Working on the relationship between the
planters’ culture and the religious symbolism in
Melanesian mythology.
Prepared a new course in the Philosophy
Department at YTU: “Religion, Its Roots,
Languages & Effects”

Conferences
Asia-Pacific Zonal Meeting Anthropos Institute,
Ledalero. Paper: “A Dream about Anthropos
Institute in Aspac. Towards a Vision for the
Future”
Aspamir Meeting, Madang. Paper: “The ideal of
Peace and the Reality of Violence in the Bible.
An Anthropological Perspective.”

Pawlik Jacek Jan

This year Jacek enjoyed a Sabbatical Year but
participated in the following Symposia:

January 29th, Gdańsk. Conference on the China.
Paper: “Joseph Freinademetz as a man of
dialog.”

May 15-21st, Kraków. Rhythms and Steps of
Africa. Paper: “Sources and symbols of African
dance.”
May 25th, Olsztyn. Polish-African Relations. Past
and Present. Paper: “Nicolas Grunitzky – a son
of Pole at the wheel of Togo Republic.”
June 9-10th, Ocypel. Africa face to the
Globalisation. Paper: “Some aspects of African
anthropology. Case of Togo.”
November 17-18th, Poznań. Tribe, State,
Democracy. Paper: “Witchcraft in the political
discourse of the contemporary African States.”

Publications
“Kreolizacja kulturowa we współczesnym Togo”
(Cultural Creolisation in Contemporary Togo),
Forum Politologiczne 1: 2004, s.15-36.
“A Fetish or Not a Fetish” Teatr lalek 2004, no 4
(79), s.25-30.
“Tanatologia Louis-Vincent Thomasa”
(Thanatology of Louis-Vincent Thomas), in: W:
Dzieduszycki, J. Wrzesiński (eds.), Do, ut des –
dar pochówek, tradycja, SNAP, Poznań2005,
s.11-16.
“Tanatyczny wymiar krążenia daru w
społeczeństwach tradycyjnych” (Thanatic
Dimension of the Gift-Circulation in the
Traditional Societies), in: W. Dzieduszycki, J.
Wrzesiński (eds.), Do, ut des –dar, pochówek,
tradycja, SNAP, Poznań2005, s.47-54.
“Religious Inspirations of African Art” Teatr
lalek 2005, no 2-3 (81-82), s.4-6.
Book Review: “Tragedia ruandyjska z bliska”
(Close to the Rwandian Tragedy), Afryka
2004/2005, no 20, s.68-74 .

S.M. Michael

Lecturing Activitie
Michael lectured full time at the University of
Mumbai.
He gave a seminar for the Priests of Myanmar on
“Globalization and Cultural Context of
Evangelization” November 10-19, 2005.

Publications
Communal Harmony, Secularism & Nation-
building. Bangalore: NBCLC, 2005.
“Culture, Nation and Conversion Issues in
Mission Today” (revised), in: Missiology for the
21st Century: South Asian Perspectives. Roger E.
Hedlund & Paul Joshua Bhakiaraj (eds.). Delhi:
ISPCK/MIIS, 2005. pp.359-368.
“Context and Challenges of Fundamentalism
Today”, in The Church in India in the Emerging
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Third Millennium. Ed. by Thomas D’Sa,
Bangalore: NBCLC, 2005, pp.78-96.
“Culture, Nation, Conversion: Issues for
Mission” The Church in India in the Emerging
Third Millennium. Ed. by Thomas D’Sa ,
Bangalore: NBCLC, 2005, pp.228-240.
“Cultural Studies and Theologizing On the
Empowerment of Dalits in India”, in
Frontiers in Dalit Hermeneutics. James Massey

and Samson Prabhakar (eds.) Bangalore:
BTESSC/SATHRI & Delhi: CDSS, 2005: pp.71-
95.

Conferences
Participated in the Anthropos Institute Zonal
Meeting in Ledalero where he was the key
speaker with a paper on: “The Relevance of
Wilhelm Schmidt for Aspac Today.”

Schroeder Roger

Publications
UPDATE: With Stephen Bevans, Constants in
Context: A Theology of Mission for Today ,
which was published last year (Orbis Books,
2004).
Misi Untuk Abad Ke, by Pustaka Missionalia.
Edited with Stephen Bevans. Maumere,
Indonesia: Penerbit Puslit Candraditya .
[Indonesian translation of Mission for the 21st

Century]
With Stephen Bevans. “Missiology after Bosch:
Reverencing a Classic by Moving Beyond.”
International Bulletin of Missionary Research 29
(2005): 2 60-72.
With Eleanor Doidge. “Voices for Mission–
Engaging a Globalized World Project: A
Theological Reflection.” Mission Congress
2005.
Book review: On the Bloody Road to Jesus:
Christianity and the Chiricahua Apaches. H.
Henrietta Stockel. Missiology 33, 3 (2005) 373-
374.

Conferences
“Vatican II and Mission” and “Mission as
Liberating Service of the Reign of God.”
Seminar with Comboni Lay Missionary
candidates, LaGrange Park, IL, February 23,
2005.
“The History of the World Christian Movement:
100-1773” (Repeated three times), “Missiology
after Bosch,” (For mission department faculty
and doctoral students), “Constants in Context”

(Seminar session for doctoral students studying
Bevans/Schroeder Constants in Context).
Asbury Theological Seminary, Wilmore, KY,
March 6-9, 2005.
Pre-OTP Seminar (with Anthony Gittins) at
Catholic Theological Union, April 15, 2005.
“Mission as Prophetic Dialogue.” IRF-Hesburgh
presentations at CTU, April 27 and 29, 2005.
“Life on the Margins: A Spirituality for Mission
Today,” “Entering Someone Else’s Garden:
Mission and Spirituality Across Cultures,”
“Mission as Prophetic Dialogue” (three
sessions). Three days of retreat and renewal for
Irish Province of Spiritan Missionaries,
Waterford, Ireland, June 14-16, 2005.
With Gisela Grundges Andraos. “Prophetic
Dialogue.” Workshop of Mission Congress,
2005, Tucson, AZ, October 15.
With Stephen Bevans. “In Memoriam of Fr.
Louis J. Luzbetak, SVD: Presentation of two
Papua New Guinean films.” Techny, IL,
October 19.
With Stephen Bevans. “Theological Constants
in Changing Missiological Contexts:
Conversations with Stephen Bevans and Roger
Schroeder.” Theme of Eastern Fellowship of
American Society of Missiology, Maryknoll,
NY, November 4-5.
“Mission Theology Today: Theology and
Practice.” Morning program for priests who are
Associate Maryknollers, MM House, Chicago,
Nov. 17.

Research Projects
Writing a book with working title “What is
Mission Today?” (for non-theological audience)
under contract with Orbis Books. Have written
first draft of introduction and three chapters (out
of seven chapters).

Consultant for the “History of the World
Christian Movement” project

ZimońHenryk

Lecturing Activities
In the winter term 2004/2005 and summer term
2005 Zimońhad seven hours weekly courses,
proseminar and seminar at the Catholic
University of Lublin. Two students obtained the
master degree.

Conferences and Courses
14 January, 2005 – lectures (4 hours) on:
“African traditional religions” in the Mission
Centre in Warsaw (Poland).
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26 February, 2005 – lecture on: “The dialogue
between Christianity and the African traditional
religions” in the diocesan Major Seminary in
Tarnów (Poland).
2 May, 2005 – lecture on: “Earth beliefs and
Earth priests among the Konkomba people of
northern Ghana” in the Faculty of Education at
the Technical University in Liberec (Czech
Republic).
3 May, 2005 – lecture on: “Earth sacredness
among the the Konkomba of northern Ghana” in
the Institute of Ethnology at the Charles’
University in Prague (Czech Republic).
3 May, 2005 – lecture on: “African spiritual and
religious values as the basis for interreligious
dialogue” in the Institute of Philosophy and
Study of Religions at the Charles’ University in
Prague.
4 May, 2005 – lecture on: “Burial rituals of
elderly people among the Konkomba of northern
Ghana” in the Faculty of Social Sciences at the
Charles’ University in Prague.
6 May, 2005 – lecture on: “The dialogue
between Christianity and the African traditional
religions” in the Theological Faculty at the
Charles’ University in Prague.
7 June, 2005 – participation in the conference on:
“John Paul II and world religions” organized by
the Theological Faculty of the Nicholas
Kopernicus University at Toruń.

At this conference he gave a lecture on:
“Evangelisation of Africa in the cultural-
religious context”.
17 June, 2005 – participation in the conference
on: “Ethnology and folklore studies in the
Faculty of Ethnology and Sciences on
Education” at the Silesian University in Cieszyn
(Poland).
17-18 June, 2005 – participation in the session of
the committee of the anthropological sciences of
the Polish Academy of Sciences at the Silesian
University in Cieszyn (Poland).
28 September, 2005 – lecture on: “Studies in the
sacredness of the Earth among the Konkomba
people of northern Ghana” in the Department of
Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology at the
University of Szeged (southern Hungary).
29 September, 2005 – lecture on: “Burial rituals
of the elderly people among the Konkomba of
northern Ghana” in the Department for the
Scientific Studies of Religions at the University
of Szeged (Hungary).
16-18 November, 2005 – participation in the
ninth international conference on: “Problems of
the contemporary thanatology. Medicine –
cultural anthropology – human sciences”

organized by the Scientific Society of Wrocław
in Szklarska Poręba (Poland). He gave a lecture
on: “The origin of death in the mythical tradition
of the selected African peoples”.
24 November, 2005 – participation in the session
of the committee of the anthropological sciences
of the Polish Academy of Sciences in the
Institute for Ethnology and Cultural
Anthropology at the University of Warsaw
(Poland).
6 December, 2005 – lecture on: “The dialogue
between Christianity and the African traditional
religions” in the Major Seminary of the
Congregation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus at
Stadniki near Cracow (Poland).
7 December, 2005 – two lectures on: “The
critique of Wilhelm Schmidt’s theory of the
primitive monotheism” and “The structure of the
funeral rituals among the Konkomba of northern
Ghana” in the Institute for Study of Religions at
the Jagiellonian University in Cracow (Poland).

Publications
“Cult in the non-Christian religions” in: A.
Szostek and others (eds.), Encyklopedia
Katolicka, vol. 10, Lublin 2004: 177-181
(positions 1-4 appeared with some delay in
2005).
“Culture-historical school” in: ibidem, p. 207-
210.
(with: R. Dziura), "Lafitau Joseph François" in:
ibidem, p. 366.
(with: J. Koziej), “Lang Andrew” in: ibidem, p.
459-460.
“Burial rituals of elderly women among the
Konkomba people of northern Ghana” Roczniki
Teologiczne 52:2005, no. 9, p. 129-143.
“Symbolism of the agrarian rituals among the
Konkomba of northern Ghana” Zbornik
naucznych trudov Sevastopol 2005 p. 211-223
(Ukraine, in English).
“The origin of death in the mythical tradition of
the selected African peoples” in: J.
Kolbuszewski (ed.), Problemy współczesnej
tanatologii. Medycyna – antropologia kulturowa
– humanistyka , Wrocław 2005, p. 271-276.
“Burial rituals of elderly people among the
Konkomba of northern Ghana” Hemispheres.
Studies on Cultures and Societies 2005, No. 20,
p. 59-75 (Warsaw) (in English).

Zocca Franco

Franco is the director of the official research
program of the Melanesian Institute. He also
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continues studying the development of the
political situation in West Papua.
Besides being involved in the various meetings
organized by the Institute and lecturing in the
Orientation Course for new Missionaries in
Goroka July, he conducted two other Cultural
Orientation Courses, one in Vanimo for 47
participants, and one in Bereina, the Western
Province, for 45 men and women.
He presented a Paper at the Aspamir Symposium
at the Divine Word University, Madang:
“Witchcraft and Mission in Simbu Province”
He published an article: “West Papua: Between
Autonomy and Independence” Catalyst (2005) 2,
52-71.

Anthropos Institute Sankt Augustin

Anthropos Institute Sankt Augustin has a new
member: Fr. Alexander Rödlach who recently
obtained his Ph. D. in Anthropology, at UF,
Gainesville, FL, USA.

As already mentioned under Events , the
Institute celebrated the one hundred years of the
journal Anthropos with an act in the assembly
hall of the Museum, Haus Völker und Kulturen.

The journal in its centenary issue published 28
articles, 8 reports, 107 book reviews, besides the
extensive Zeitschriftenschau: the Periodicals
Review.

Anthropology & Mission No 31 appeared with
29 Reviews of Books and 7 of Articles. As usual
the books and articles reviewed are chosen with
the SVD missionaries in mind balancing
theoretical updating and practical insights.

Institute of Indian Culture

The director of the Institute, Fr. Kanjamala
writes: “The University of Mumbai, through its
Communication dated 7th October, 2005, has
granted permanent recognition to Institute of
Indian culture for guiding students for M.A,
(by research) and Ph.D. degrees in the
subject of Anthropology and Sociology.
During past seven years, IIC was given
temporary recognition, on a probationary basis.
In the mean time a few candidates have already
successfully completed their M.A. and Ph.D.
researches and nearly a dozen students are
pursuing their M.A. and Ph.D. researches.

On this occasion we gratefully remember the
founder of the Institute, the late Dr.Stephen
Fuchs, a student of Fr.Wilhelm Schmidt in
Vienna. Fr.Fuchs founded the Anthropos
branch, Bombay, in 1950. Through his research
and publications over 50 years in India he
became an internationally reputed scholar. His
services to the Indian church is well appreciated.
Along with other SVD anthropological scholars
in India, he enhanced the reputation of the SVD
in India as a missionary society with an
anthropological thrust.
We also record our appreciation for Dr.
S.M.Michael, SVD whose teaching and contact
in the University of Mumbai, greatly
enhanced to expedite the process towards
permanent recognition.
The members of the staff would like to express
our heartfelt gratitude to Rev. Fr.Superior
General, his councilors and the provincial
administration for their constant support and
encouragement. This recognition is another
milestone in the promotion of our "Anthropos
Tradition" as an integral part of the SVD
charism.” So far Kanjamala’s report.
We congratulate our colleagues at the Institute
and wish them all the best for the future.

The Melanesian Institute

The director, Fr. Nick de Groot reports:
Research
There are two main researches undertaken by the
MI at present. The first, under the provisional
title of " Sanguma in Paradise", started in 2003.
Its aim is firstly to document the situation of
sorcery beliefs and practices in present PNG, and
the strategies by the churches and others, to
counteract this phenomenon. Secondly, the
research would like to provide suggestions for
improved and more effective strategies.

The Simbu Province was chosen for the pilot
research project because of the strong and
growing activity of sorcery there; its nearness to
Goroka; our ready contact with key people there
and the presence of a Chimbu staff member in
our research team. After the workshop on the
topic held in September 2004, the research team
has continued the reading of relevant literature
on the subject, and has started the data
collection in Simbu. Data were collected from
the clergy, from the records held by the police
in Kundiawa, from the doctors in the hospital,
from church workers and from individuals,

Institutes’ Reports
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victims and accusers. Many of the interviews
were in the local language, were translated, then
analyzed by the staff each week. New elements
were observed in the phenomena – some of
these are that there is a coven of sanguma, that
there is a king and a queen in that coven, that
people talk about being possessed by this
"sanguma spirit", that it can transform into
different animals, that it can be handed down in
the family. One of the main observations was
that, while the outsiders feel sympathy for the
persons accused of sorcery as the victim
because of the violence committed against such
persons by the local clan, the clan rather sees
itself as the people in danger and the victims of
sorcerers. The pilot research in Simbu is
continuing until the end of this year.

The second major research undertaken at present
by the MI regards the disabled people in PNG.
The research is requested by CALLAN services
and involves different partners: CALLAN
service; the Papua New Guinean Institute of
Medical Research, The Divine Word
University, the British Volunteers service
VSO, and the Melanesian Institute. Our
contribution should focus on the anthropological
aspects of disability. The MI was previously
involved with the disability research in Wosera
area of PNG. The present research has only
recently taken off with field work due to the late
arrival of the Coordinator provided by the VSO.
The MI has already gone ahead with collecting
library documentation nationally and
internationally that deals with disabilities and
culture, and two junior staff members under the
guidance of Fr. Franco, have made good
contact and initial relations building, in the
Lufa area outside Goroka.

Thirdly, the reports of the research conducted
by Frs. Philip Gibbs in PNG and Franco Zocca
in New Caledonia and Vanuatu in 2003-2004
should be published soon by the Pacific
Theological College of Suva Fiji, together with
the reports on other Pacific Countries. This
research project was a follow-up on the Winds
of Change done by Dr. Manfred Ernst more
than ten years ago.
Other private researches are also pursued by
individual staff members of the MI. Fr. Philip
Gibbs is researching on Inculturation or
Contextual Theology in Enga, Fr. Franco on the
development of the political situation in West
Papua.

Courses and Workshops
A Cultural Orientation Course was held of three
weeks for 36 new church personnel. The aim is
always to give them such information to enable
them to make better contact and participate more
fully with the national people in whatever task
they are asked to do.

This year, an evaluation of these courses was
done by means of sending questionnaires to
past participants of the last five years, to see
what areas of the course was most helpful and
what other areas they would recommend in
future. There was also a strong request that
follow up courses or workshop of a shorter
duration be offered in future.

The staff of the Institute also participated in
various workshops offered to church workers
and some to the public. Two courses of a week
duration were organized for Church leaders,
one in Goroka and one in Lae, by the National
AIDS Commission funded by AusAID. The
aim was to seek the cooperation of churches in
the combat against the spread of HIV/AIDS.
This is being followed up by further contact
with the organizers of these workshops,
seeking a way for the MI to participate in the
cultural research that needs to be done in this
effort. At the moment, unfortunately, there is
still very little change in sexual behaviour
among the people, and the question is why,
after so much money and publicity.

In July there was also a National Gun Summit
organized in Goroka. Two of the staff were
chosen to be facilitators in the discussion which
will ultimately involve the change of national
laws regarding ownership and licensing of guns
in the country.

In July, Fr. Franco conducted two other
Cultural Orientation Courses, one in Vanimo
for 47 participants, and one in Bereina, the
Western Province, for 45 men and women.

Fr. Philip Gibbs has been conducting courses
in Inculturation in Kiunga, in Enga, in Bomana
and in Goroka. He has conducted five writers
workshops to encourage national men and
women in the writing of their cultural —
theological story. Many of these stories will be
refined and find their way in the next
publication of POINT 30.

3
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Publications

The publication department has received a boost
with the addition of an Australian Volunteer,
Dr. Robyn Tucker to the editorial department.
The POINT on Conflict Resolution by Bishop
Douglas Young was published this year and is
selling well. The first CATALYST issue for this
year came out on time, the second one is at the
printers as of this writing. The next POINT 29
for this year is also ready for printing. The topic
is on The Spirit World in PNG. One Occasional
Paper, No 11 ran out of stock and is being
reprinted. A new Occasional paper, No 12 is
being printed on Women's Issues in PNG, Past
and Present. This deals with issues of gender,
violence, AIDS, changes, disadvantages,
modern opportunities.

Conclusion
The demand for lectures and workshops of
various kinds is constant. The qualified staff and
time of availability is limited. The challenge in
front of us in the near future is how to participate
and cooperate with other research institutions,
Government and other NGOs with the big
question of HIV/AIDS. It is here, it will get
much worse than the present, and it is still being
dealt with as a medical problem. — a disease, a
sickness. The social impact and the cultural
implications have not really been adequately
looked at and researched. We are discussing and
sharing ideas as to our participation in the near
future.

The Melanesian Institute can be accessed at
http://www.mi.org.pg

TICCS

The director, Fr. Kirby writes:
TICCS is taking applications for our new MA
Program in Cross-Cultural Ministry which is
starting the beginning of October 2006. The
program is meant to provide a basis, that is the
understanding and capability, for doing
inculturated ministries. Participants will immerse
themselves in and learn a new language and
culture, learn how to learn in that culture, how to
do linguistic and cultural analysis, then they
actually put their analytic skills to the test and
produce an ethnography with ministerial
immediacy. Then they will attempt to apply their
findings ministerially. It involves the four stages
of understanding and contextualizes them in

terms of ministry in a given culture among a
given group of people.

The essential part of the program has been
running without the degree for over ten years and
more than 15 persons have gone through it.
Many of them have gone on to do doctorates
based on their experience and training in this
program. Now participants earn a fully
accredited MA degree through Akrofi-Christaller
Memorial Centre, Akropong.

Workshops
The TICCS Cross-Cultural Spirituality work-
shops are gaining in popularity. TICCS ran its
third 3-day mini-workshop in November. It was
attended by 16 persons. The increased numbers
and interest have encouraged us to make the
workshops a standard TICCS offering. Guided
by the comments and suggestions of those who
have attended the workshop, TICCS plans to
continue the workshops in two parts (A & B).
Each part will follow the 12-session, three-day
format (Sunday night through to Tuesday
evening) that was used in the November 2005
program. In 2006 we plan to offer part “A” 7-10
May; and part “B” 24-27 November.

Orientation Courses
From the 4th to the 15th December 2005, TICCS
offered a special program at the request of the
visiting Paraclete Fathers which consisted of a
one-week Orientation, some cross-cultural
preparation for village life and a short 4-day
village immersion. The Paracletes, whose main
ministry is counselling priests and religious, are
in the process of spreading their wings,
launching out to Africa and Asia. We were
happy to assist them with this introduction to the
importance of culture in their future ministries
here in Ghana and beyond..

During the month of August this year TICCS
offered a one-week Orientation Course for the
Christian Brother Novices. Since the participants
hailed from other parts of Africa including Sierra
Leone, Nigeria, Zambia and Kenya, most of the
material was very new and exciting to them.
They will spend the next two years here in the
North of Ghana before returning to their home
countries to continue their training. We hope that
the orientation course will lead them to ask more
questions and to greater cultural exploration.
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Proverbs Project
Recently DKA-Austria has offered financial
support for the publication of the work that has
been done in the Proverbs Project by Fr. Kofi
Ron Lange and his colleagues in Dagbon and
Nawuri.

This year Fr.

Robert Kisala will celebrate 25 year in vows.
Congratulations to Robert.

Ennio Mantovani svd
Coordinator Anthropos Institute
100 Albion Road
Box Hill, Vic 3128
Australia
Fax: (0061) (03) 9899 1937
E-mail: cai_svd@hotmail.com

Jubilees


