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SVD Brothers’ Meeting – Brazilian Subzone 
Curitiba, PR, 04-07 September 2011 

 

 
 
From 04 to 07 September 2011 took place the 14th Brazilian Subzonal Assembly of SVD Brothers.   
The venue was the St. Estanislau’s parish meeting room, not far from the BRS Provincialate, in 
Curitiba, PR. In all, there were 28 participants: 12 Brothers in final vows and three in temporary 
vows, followed by representatives of the students; namely, two novices, five from the Philosophy 
stage, and one from the Propedeutic. In addition, a vocational invitee joined us during the last day. 
Two provincial superiors, FF. Joachim Andrade (BRS) and Edson Castro (BRC), as well as a 
Regional Superior, Fr. Jose Boeing (BRA) attended the meeting partially. Finally, two vocational 
promoters; namely, FF. João Batista de Oliveira (BRS) and João M. Ferreira (BRC) participated in 
the meeting almost all the time. (To get an overview of the participants, see the above picture of the 
Assembly).  
 
From the beginning all participants felt “at home”, thanks to Fr. Joachim Andrade and Mariano 
Venzo (BRS provincial treasurer) and to the organizer team of the meeting. We had lodging and 
boarding at the BRS Provincialate + nearby St. Estanislau parish. Liturgical celebrations, ongoing 
formation, followed by group discussions and informal meetings were also important means to 
share our life and missionary activities, hopes and concerns. You can find more information about 
this Assembly on our Website: http://www.svdcuria.org/public/brothers/index.htm (under Newly 
Posted articles).  
 
Bro. Alfonso J. Berger (ROM) gave four talks; of which the first was, “Preparação ao nosso 
Capítulo Geral no contexto da Missão Hoje” , focused on the preparation of the next General 
Chapter through a missionary reflection, based on the book, “Prophetic Dialogue” (2011) of S. 
Bevans and R. Schroeder. That address complemented with a Power Point, “Uma Nova Historia da 
Criação”. Then, the participants were divided in small groups to share their comments. During the 
plenum, we had also time to listen to different experiences of intercultural living and mission.  
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The second address, given in the afternoon session, was entitled, “Promover a Fraternidade na 
Missão”, an attempt to reflect on the particular call of Brothers to foster fraternity in the mission. 
After these talks, there was a short presentation (third talk) of some outstanding SVD Brothers, 
starting from the Founder’s time until nowadays (“Alguns Testemunhos de Irmãos Verbitas” and its 
PPT), which was followed by a group discussion. During the Eucharist celebration, the participants 
could share their views and tell examples of other Brothers who marked positively their lives too.   
 
The day after, on 06 September, another talk on SVD Brother Formation was given (“Formação 
dos Irmãos SVD para a Missão” + “Irmãos em votos temporários”, organized by Zones and 
updated on 03 September 2011). Among the findings shared during the input session was the fact 
that many junior Brothers do their formation in a scattered way, in different provinces/regions, 
except for Indonesia and the Philippines. Also, we can find only a few Brothers in final vows 
engaged in formation ministry, especially in the PANAM Zone. In this context, we reflected on the 
need to ensure adequate missiological and anthropological formation for our formandi in general, 
based on the new Guiding Principles for SVD Formation (Generalate, 2010).  
 
That input session gave us also the opportunity to appreciate some positive developments that took 
place in the Brother formation within the PANAM Zone. For instance, the emerging of some 
vocations, issued from countries that for many years did not have Brother candidates (e.g. Ecuador, 
Bolivia and Colombia). In addition, the positive process of sending junior Brothers to do their OTP 
in other continents, especially in Africa and Asia, going beyond the usually “Latino-American” 
context. Another achievement is the quality professional training they received, combined with a 
good religious formation, which sometimes is even rather long.    
 
We made also an exchange of ideas about the proposal of having common formation programs for 
junior Brothers (in temp. vows) by language speaking areas in the PANAM Zone. That would mean 
one house in Brazil, another perhaps in Argentina and the remaining in the USA. By organizing the 
Brother formation in this way, we could strengthen the community aspect of their formation, 
inviting some junior Brothers from Indonesia to join these communities and to ensure the presence 
of some qualified Brother formators. For OTP or Regency exposures, the junior Brothers may be 
sent to different countries, but during their religious/theological formation, as well as during their 
professional training, they should stay together, may be in a house that is close to other clerical 
formation houses.   
 
At the end of the discussions on Brother Formation, the participants evaluated the current formation 
program for our Brothers in Brazil and made some amendments to it as well. I understood that this 
revised program must still be taken up by the SVD Formation Board in Brazil and approved by the 
provincial/regional superiors in Brazil, before its implementation.  
 
In my opinion, the 14th Subzonal Assembly of SVD Brothers in Brazil succeeded in animating the 
Brothers through ongoing formation, informal sharing of experiences as well as through a common 
reflection to improve Brother formation and mission. I felt much at home with the confreres during 
this meeting and I was happy to have contributed to this event by the means of input sessions and 
informal sharing. I thank in a particular way Bro. Ivo dos Santos Fiuza for organizing the 
Assembly, with the help of other Brothers. I also thank Fr. Joachim Andrade, for hosting the 
Assembly in his province this time.  

 
Bro. Alfonso J. Berger, svd.  - Rome, 28 September 2011.  


