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In a world of spiritual, political and economic division, we strive to live out our vocation 
as Brothers.  Where mistrust of anything and any one that is different often marks relationship, we, 
thirty-six, Divine Word Missionaries (30 Brothers and 6 priests), from different Provinces, Regions 
and Missions (PRMs) of PANAM Zone gathered together in Suzano, Brazil, for the first assembly 
of SVD Brothers to reflect on our Brotherhood. The symbols from our various cultures that colored 
our assembly kept us grounded in the realities of the PANAM Zone. We accompanied one another 
from our lived experience, in which Brotherhood is not fully understood nor appreciated.  The 
presence of a Brother in our communities strengthen our SVD identity. Thus, we need to better 
promote the vocation of Brotherhood in the PANAM Zone and in the world. 

Our sharing was rich and informative learning about the joys and trials of Brothers in 
PANAM. The days were filled with prayer, reports, reflections and study. We were impressed with 
the life stories of our senior Brothers and of Brothers embracing new ministries in various 
countries. We felt the importance of being well trained with a solid formation and education so as 
to serve the people. From the younger SVD members we rejoiced in their new and diverse 
ministries and services related to the Characteristic Dimensions and areas of our Society. The 
stimuli for our deliberations came from the theme of the 18th General Chapter: 

 along with the Papal decree    We 
reviewed the Cebu (PHS) final document of 2009, which refers to SVD Brothers, and sought ways 
to adapt and strengthen this document on the SVD Brotherhood in the PANAM Zone.  

After reflecting in this assembly, we commit ourselves to:  

 

On Vocation Animation:  

1. Carry out at the provincial level during this year an awareness workshop for all the SVDs on the 
accompaniment in vocation animation and to develop a vocational culture among us. Make our 
charism and spirituality known through the life stories of outstanding confreres, especially 
Brothers, working in PANAM. In this context, help the vocation promoters to better understand 
vocation for Brotherhood.  

2. Collect the materials that exist about the SVD Brothers during the first semester of this year and 
edit them to be used in vocational promotion. The task is given to Bro. Alfonso Berger (BRN), 
Bro. Paulo Eugenio de Lima (BRC) and to Bro. Roberto Duarte (ECU). In this regard, we need to 
review and check the vocation promotion materials to see if they go in line with the SVD charism 
and spirituality.  

3. Choose a day yearly in each PRM, to celebrate the day of the SVD Brother's vocation, in which 
it is promoted in an especial way and prayed for in the parishes, schools and SVD communities. 

 



On Formation:  

final product to the zonal formation coordinator by September 2019. The Brother Formation 
Programs should be evaluated every three years by the formation board starting in June 2020.  

2. Gear the professional training of Brothers towards the SVD Characteristic Dimensions and Areas 
of great need of the Society in the spirit of the Prophetic Dialogue.  

3. Train all Brother formators to receive the needed training before being formators, focusing on 
intercultural living.  

 

 On Mission:  

1. Develop fraternal relationship among us and with the people we serve.  

2. Establish communities of life and mission.  

3. Bring together the pastoral initiatives of the SVD Brothers.  

  

All these commitments, related to Vocation Animation, Formation and Mission, should be 
implemented and reviewed by 2020. To carry out this task, we seek the involvement of the 
Provincial/Regional Superiors and their Councils in the PANAM Zone, in collaboration with the 
respective Brothers coordinators and the Formation Board coordinators as well.   

 

Suzano, 27 February 2018.   

 


