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TThhee  XXVVIIIIII  GGeenneerraall  CChhaapptteerr  iinn  22001188  
 
As we had informed you last March 2018, we would skip the June issue in order 
to pay enough attention to the 18th General Chapter which was held in Nemi, Italy 
last June 17  July 14, 2018. Thus, instead of articles from our readers as answers 
to some guide questions, we requested contributions from the General Chapter 
participants last July 31, 2018  days after the Chapter.  
 
Today, we are pleased and proud to present to you the SVD Brothers Bulletin 
September 2018 issue! The next issue of the bulletin will be available in December 
2018.  
 
May the Divine Word be with us always! 
 
 
 
 

 

 
BBrr..  BBeellaa  LLaannyyii,,  SSVVDD  

aanndd    YYoouurr  SSVVDD  BBrrootthheerrss  iinn  CCeebbuu//PPhhiilliippppiinneess  
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FOREWORD 
 

 
MY FRATERNITY EXPERIENCE AT THE XVIII GENERAL CHAPTER 
Br. Roberto Duarte, SVD (CUR/ECU) 
Generalate's Coordinator on Brother Formation 
  

 
 
 It has been the motto that has called us to spiritual participation in the last General 
Chapter. From the missionary communities, voices and experiences have emerged 
which pointed at the need for a renewal and spiritual strengthening of the members 
of our religious family. These concerns have been taken up by the Chapter to 
reintroduce us into the mission in these times  in a renewed, coherent, and committed 
way. 
 
In this sense, as I personally felt it, the experience during the time of the General 
Chapter was a kind of "laboratory", where we experienced what should be normal in 
our religious life, especially at the community level. I noticed the following points: 

 
- Sharing life and the Word in the basic groups. It was an aspect that has become 
a daily activity during the Chapter. However, in our real life, unfortunately, it 
encounters a strong resistance. This sharing should be based on listening and 
respect for intercultural diversity.  
 
- Starting a process of discernment. This happened during our daily life in the 
Chapter and for the times when we had to make important decisions for our 
congregational structure like the election of leadership teams. 
 
- An open and fraternal environment. It was an environment where our common 
identity was highlighted as missionaries of the Divine Word: Brothers and Fathers. 
This identity was enriched by the presence and participation of our lay sisters and 
brothers. 
 

In the midst of this propitious environment for common search and discernment, we still 
noticed our shadows and limits which call for an authentic renewal. This was the main 
line of this Chapter. This must be assumed towards a new charismatic and missionary 
impulse. Regarding the Brother's vocation, I wish to point out the following: 
 



 

5 | P a g e  

SVD Brothers Bulletin 
Volume 11 issue 2 

- When referring to formative processes, many of us think spontaneously of the 
priestly ordination as a goal  and not the final religious vows. This has become 
visible in the interventions of some capitulars. 
 
- For most of the capitulars, to handle the Brothers' affairs separately from the 
clerics is not an emergency issue. Anyway, the General Administration will 
continue to support the existence of an office for SVD Brother's vocation. 
 
- The spirit of the General Chapter must be gradually transmitted to all levels of 
the Society, especially to the local communities where we should experience the 
community of equal confreres with diverse origin, overcoming clericalism and 
indifference. 
 
 

The Chapter experience has been a time of grace, joy, and encounters. It was a lived 
experience and an encouragement to continue responding to the challenges of our 
time with renewed faith and missionary zeal. A true spiritual renewal will undoubtedly 
lead to a confirmed missionary passion, together with the last ones, where many 
confreres are giving their lives, impelled by the Word. 
 
"New wine needs new wineskins. It is the responsibility of the whole Church to favor that 
new wine: not that it will not be lost, but to let it gain in quality." (Identity and mission of the Religious 
Brother in the Church, 39) 
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1188TTHH    
TTOO  TTHHEE    
Fr. Heinz Kulüke, SVD 
Superior General 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

life  be it as B

he XVIII General Chapter was about 
the renewal of our religious 
missionary vocation as SVDs. The 

presence of the Holy Spirit Sisters and Lay 
Mission Partners was an enriching 
experience. 

In listening to the Spirit and to each other, 
we asked ourselves how we could renew 
our religious missionary vocation as SVDs 

our love for him, with a renewed rootedness 
in the Word and a rejuvenated commitment 
to His mission.  

The Chapter started long before the 
delegates met in Nemi. It continued during 
the time of the Chapter and the Spirit of 
renewal needs to be kept alive in the years 
to come. The crucial question that 
accompanied us 

us to do as SVDs: as communities, as 
individuals and as a Society in living and 
practicing our religious missionary 

with other congregations and particularly 
with an ever-growing number of SVD lay 
mission partners. In prayerful discernment, 
in discovering ever more the will of God, we 
will continue to experience that God will give 
us vocations as SVDs. Some young people 
will feel the call to serve God as Brothers, 
others as priests, and others again as SVD 
lay mission partners. 

The Chapter reports pointed out some 
statistics showing that the Society in some 
countries more than others is blessed with 
quite a number of vocations. While the lay 
missionary vocation is increasing in 
numbers, the number of SVD Brothers has 
been decreasing steadily over the years. 

T
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As Society, we realized that we would not 
be what we are today without the 
contributions of our Brothers. Though fewer 
in numbers, the contribution of SVD 
Brothers is still very essential, though 
admittedly different now and in the future. 
The chapter showed genuine concern about 
the dwindling numbers of Brother vocations. 

The quality of our own education and 
formation as SVDs will play an ever-greater 
role. What do we need to know as Divine 
Word Missionaries in order to serve God 
and His people in our world today with so 
many different concerns and challenges? 
Professionalism and intercultural 
competence are essential!  
A positive outlook will be equally necessary 
to set the mood for the way forward. It will 
be important to look at all the good things 
that SVDs like other congregations have 
done in the past, are contributing at present, 
and plan to do in the future to make this 
world a better place. This will free the 
necessary energy to address our problems 
and limitations that require renewal, 
transformation and often times real 
changes. 

In trying to find out where the Spirit leads us 
as SVDs, in a prayerful discernment 
process, we may ask ourselves: How does 
what we do serve God? How does this serve 
the Church? How does this serve the 
Society? And how does this serve the 
people, and among them, particularly the 
poor? 

In order to renew ourselves, we have to 
continue to be close to the people; and 

where we are not yet doing this, we have to 
find new ways to get closer to the people 
be inter gentes (live among the people) and 
put the last first. I am very confident that the 
new SVD Generalate Team, following in the 
same vision, will continue with its own 
emphasis and new vigor.  
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SSTTRREENNGGTTHHEENNIINNGG  OOUURR  CCOOMMMMOONN  VVOOCCAATTIIOONN  AASS  RREELLIIGGIIOOUUSS  MMIISSSSIIOONNAARRIIEESS  
Fr. Paulus Budi Kleden, SVD 
Elected Superior General 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

theme of the last General Chapter aimed at deepening our spiritual rootedness which 
should result in the renewal of our missionary commitment. This call is addressed to 
all of us, members of the Society of the Divine Word. The fundament of our Christian 
life and religious missionary vocation is the love of Christ. Our following Him as 
religious Brothers or Priests is our response to His primary love to us.  
 
The Chapter was a special occasion to experience, celebrate, and deepen this love of 
Christ to the Society as a whole and to each of its member. Being together for four 
weeks with 142 confreres, three SSpS Sisters and four lay people from all over the 
world, sharing the joys and challenges of life in the light of the Word of God, reflecting 
individually and in groups what God wants us to do now, and celebrating our diversity 
was an enriching and encouraging experience as member of the Society of the Divine 
Word. For me, the Chapter was a reflection of what is desired in the whole Society: a 
renewal of our missionary spirituality as the fundament of our being as religious 
missionary. We worked and celebrated, discussed and prayed, laughed and kept silence, 
because we are impelled by the love of Christ to be more rooted in the Word and 
committed to His mission. What characterize us as SVD are our rootedness in the  
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Word and our missionary commitment in 
reaching out to the people, especially 
those at the margins, the last ones in 
the Church and society. The Chapter 
reminds us that for the renewal to take 
place both are of importance: the 
individual and communal commitment. 
We need to help each other in this 
process of renewal.  
 
The 18th General Chapter offers in many 
ways new features. Besides the process 
that gives more space and time for 
sharing and discernment in small groups, 
and the participation of the 
representatives of SSpS Sisters and the 
laity for the whole Chapter, this Chapter 
was historical because for the first time 
in history, a report of an assistant 

was given to the General Chapter. This 
is because the office was just created 
six years ago, after the 17th General 
Chapter. The report was delivered by Br. 
Roberto Duarte, the first assistant 
secretary for B
than this, the 18th General Chapter was 
the Chapter with the highest number of 
the Brother participants. The total 
number of 14 Brothers was the same as 
the 9th General Chapter in 1967-1968. 
However, in the 9th General Chapter, all 
the 14 Brothers were invited and were 
given the voting rights only when the 
chapter voted on the constitutions. None 
of them was a delegate. The 18th General 
Chapter saw nine Brothers as delegates, 
four as invitees and one an observer. It 

is not just about the number, it is about 
the quality of contribution what was very 
much felt and appreciated by the whole 
Chapter.  
 
During the Chapter, after my election, I 
had a meeting with the Brother 
capitulars. We talked openly and 
fraternally about how to strengthen our 
common vocation as religious missionary 
which is the foundation of our being 
SVD. Our rootedness in the Word, in the 
SVD tradition and in the community will 
lead to us to give more importance to 
this common fundament. In journeying 
together as the Divine Word 
Missionaries, we need each other to 
address the issue of clericalism which, 
like a virus, has been damaging the 
Church for centuries. Clericalism is the 
temptation to detach ourselves from the 
people, to understand ourselves as 

to listen to the people of God. We are 
called to be missionaries inter gentes, 
to be with the people, to share with 
them the hopes and fears, joys and 
anguish. The presence of the Brothers is 
a permanent reminder that we all are 
brothers and called to brothers for one 
another. This means, we bear 
responsibility for one another. Thus 
mutual responsibility we depend on when 
we go ahead on the way of our renewal. 
Let us, as Brothers, inspire and motivate 
each other to be more rooted in the 
Word and committed to His mission 
entrusted to us.  
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TTHHEE  FFUUTTUURREE  LLOOOOKKSS  BBRRIIGGHHTT  FFOORR  SSVVDD  BBRROOTTHHEERRSS  
Br. Mike Decker, SVD (USC) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ope you are doing well in the Philippines. 

Congratulations to Fr. Raymund Festin for being 

elected to the General Council. It is good that 

someone from the Philippines is now in the General Council. 

 

There were many experiences that stood out in the 18th 

General Chapter in Nemi from June 17 until July 14, 2018. 

Initially, it was good to see SVDs that I have met before, but 

have not seen for 5, 10 or even over 25 years. Surely, it was 

good to get re-acquainted with them and be updated with 

what they have been doing around the world. Likewise, it 

was good to meet many SVDs for the first time and to learn 

from them what they are doing in their own context. For me, 

it was very inspiring to hear about the many good things that 

they are doing around the world. It is one thing to read 

articles from Arnoldus Nota and other publications, and 

another thing to hear it from the actual SVD confrere. It 

makes the experience more enriching.  

For me, another highlight 

was being in small groups 

of eleven SVDs. Here we 

had Bible Sharing, Mass, 

and group discussions and 

interaction. This was 

another way to learn more 

deeply about other SVD on 

a more personal way. 

 

During the General Chapter 

the 14 SVD Brothers got 

together two times to 

discuss about important 

issues for SVD Brothers. I 

was inspired to hear from 

all of the younger Brothers, 

I being the oldest in the 

group. Many good things 

are happening in many 

countries for Brothers in 

relation to education, but 

more progress is needed. 

The future looks bright for 

SVD Brothers with the 

attitudes of the SVD 

Brothers present at the 

General Chapter. Thanks to 

the leadership of Br. Guy 

and Br. Roberto these past 

six years and for the future 

leadership. 

 

Lastly, another highlight 

was being in an audience 

with Pope Francis in the 

Vatican. What an honor to 

be able to shake the hands 

of Pope Francis even if it 

was for a short time. This 

memory will last my entire 

lifetime! 

H 
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THE LORD LOVES US THROUGH DIFFERENT MEANS 
Br. Alfonso J. Berger, SVD (BRN) 
 

 
 

 
 

In the meantime, I enjoyed very much to meet so 
many confreres, coming from all over the world. I 
realized that I have already met around 50% of 
them during general visitations or in other 
occasions. It was great to see them again! 
Furthermore, I was also happy to see that two 
confreres that were formandi in Togo (TOG) when 
I was the Prefect of Philosophy there became 
superiors  one provincial in TOG and the other in 
Tchad (TCD). 
 
An outstanding means of spiritual renewal during the GC was the almost daily Bible and Life Sharing 
in basic groups (of 10 to 11 participants). As a matter of fact, during these moments of meeting with 

cultural differences and diverse theological approaches. It was enriching to listen to some lively 
stories or another experiences shared in these groups. 
 

The liturgy was well-prepared by a team led by Fr. Nic Sengson. 
Through power point presentations, we had morning prayers, 
complemented by readings or gestures, done by the capitulars. 
We also had some masses in common, alternating English with 
Spanish, and also by including other languages and symbols. 
Certainly, it helped us to live a wonderful experience of faith, in 

lay partners. 
 
A feature of this Chapter was also the process of discernment at a 
personal and community level. In this regard, our team of 
facilitators (Sr. Miriam, SSpS and Tim Norton, SVD) motivated us to 
include this basic attitude as a lifestyle, and to do it especially 
during the times that de
a provincial or general Chapters. Helped by our mutual trust in 
basic groups, we had moments in which each one of us shared 
openly names of candidates to be Superior General or Vice  
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General and gave reasons for these 
choices. Then, a list of common 
candidates was  drawn up 
(requiring at least the mutual 
agreement of four participants). 
Later on, a list of candidates was 
made available to all candidates in 
the plenum. 
 
On 02 July, the SVD Brothers 
attending this GC, either as 
delegates or invitees, took a picture 
with our Superior General, Fr. Heinz 
Kulüke. There were 14 of us, 
coming from different provinces 
and regions. During the Chapter, we 
met twice. In the first meeting, Brs. 
Roberto Duarte and Guy Mazola 
explained the proposal made by 
the Generalate to establish an office, called for the promotion of the SVD 
Brother vocation in our Society. Unfortunately, this resolution was not  approved  to all capitulars. (It 
seems that many of them were reluctant about the status of this office, its job description, also 

promotion, etc.). As a result, we had a second meeting, 
this time with the elected Superior General, Fr. Budi 
Kleden. In his talk, he said that the Generalate will 
continue with the office of the 

which was entrusted to Br. Roberto 
in the recent years. (His term ended and the General 
Council will look for another Brother who may take this 
office. Any volunteers?) 
 
I would like to conclude my article emphasizing the 
theme of our CG: 
Word, committed to His mission. In fact, I realized how 
much the Lord loves us through different means: people 
we meet, being part of an intercultural Society, and the 
joy of our missionary commitment in spite of our 
differences or weaknesses. The Chapter Statement, 
which is still under final corrections, will be published 
soon by the Generalate. This statement has a great value 

the center of our lives, and from this experience, live out 
our missionary commitment wherever we are sent. 
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IINNTTEERRCCUULLTTUURRAALLIITTYY  AANNDD  IINNTTEERRNNAATTIIOONNAALLIITTYY  
Br. Kalaimani Paulraj, SVD (INC) 
ASPAC Brothers Coordinator  
  

t was an amazing experience of being part 
of the 18th General Chapter of SVD in Nemi. 
I was very much impressed by the 

facilitators (Fr. Tim Norton, SVD & Sr. Miriam 
Alternhofen, SSpS), who planned before hand 
and facilitated the entire General Chapter 
systematically and meticulously with lots of 
humor and lighter moments. 
 
The objective of the Chapter  to foster the 
process of spiritual rekindling  was kept up 

discernment. The Chapter was well-organized 
in terms of facilitation, elaborative reports 
from the Superior General, and all Generalate 
coordinators, basic group sharing, election 
process, pilgrimage to Assisi, private audience 
with Pope Francis, visit to the Catacomb, food 
and lodging, social gatherings, outings, 
interactions with Generalate members of SVD 
and SSpS, recollections, life sharing, bible 
sharing,  cultural evenings, etc. 
 
The entire process of the Chapter was new to 
me since it was the first General Chapter for 
me and I could interact with many of our 
confreres from different nations and cultures. 
This Chapter gave me lots of information 
about the Society and our mission. The Bible 
sharing and open life sharing of each confrere 
surprised me a lot to listen to their 
experiences, joys, and challenges of religious 
life. 
 
The strongest character of inter-culturality 
and internationality of our congregation was 
felt as the Capitulars were of 46 nationalities. 

the members of the Chapter which 

strengthened my vocation and made me very 
happy to be a Brother in the Society of the 
Divine Word.  
 
Brothers were well-represented. There was 
also an internationality felt by all of us because 
the number of Brothers Capitulars for this 
Chapter was 14, coming from 14 different 
nations which was the biggest number of 
Brothers participated in any Chapter. I was 
very happy to hear the report about the 
number of brothers (2012  2017) who are 
appointed as major house superiors rising 
from 9 to 49.  Number of issues related to 
Brother vocation was also discussed.  
 
The above experiences of Brotherhood, 
togetherness, life sharing, interculturality, and 
oneness helped me to understand and 
appreciate how the love of Christ impels us to 
be rooted in the Word and committed in His 
mission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
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PARADIGM SHIFT OF THE MISSION 
Br. Thaddaeus Nyanuba, SVD (MOZ)  
 

 
  
would like to begin the sharing of my 
experience of the 18th General Chapter 
on a note of appreciation to the outgoing 

Superior General, Fr. Heinz Kulüke and his 
council for inviting me to participate in this 
all-important event of our Society. Indeed, 
the invitation came as a surprise to me 
because like St. Paul (1 Cor. 15:9), I have 
always considered myself the least of all 
the Brothers in the AFRAM-Zone. Thus, to 
have been summoned for the 18th General 
Chapter was a great privilege. As a matter 
of fact, it was very gratifying to meet a 
good Number of Brothers in this General 
Chapter. As I was made to understand, this 
Chapter recorded the highest number of 
Brothers participating a General Chapter in 
recent times. This indicated the gain the 
congregation had made in its attempts to 
involve all confreres in the making at the 
congregational level. Once again, I am very 
grateful to all those who made it possible 
for me and the other invited Brothers to 
participate in this all-important General 
Chapter of our Congregation. I must admit 
that I lack sufficient words to fully share 

the rich experiences I got in the General 
Chapter. What I am going to share is only 
summary of them which I put in words  
very enriching and very challenging. 
 
On one hand, we all know that the main 
goal of the 18th General Chapter is to 
enkindle in every SVD, as well as the entire 
Arnoldus family, the process of Spiritual 
Renewal and Transformation so that 
individually and collectively we can 
respond to the signs of the time. Hence, 

Christ impels us (2 Cor 5:14): Rooted in the 
Word, committed to His mi
enriching. In my opinion, this theme 
brought out our common vocation, mission, 
and identity as SVDs and members of the 
great Arnoldus family. As SVDs, Priests and 
Brothers, we are called by the love of 
Christ into one common vocation to the 
SVD. This very love of Christ impels us to 
reach out to our neighbors in love through 
proclamation of the Gospel and putting the 
last first. In this regards, the chapter 
document invites us to see the theme as a 

rediscovering the Spiritual Foundation that 
nourish and sustain our life and mission as 
individuals, as communities and as a 

 
 
Secondly, the Chapter had a very 
wonderful representation that indeed 
influenced the quality of its discussions. 
Apart from the fact that the capitulars 
came from 46 countries all over the world, 
the vast majority of them had had a 
cultural and mission exposures in more 
than one country. Furthermore, the active 
participation of our invited SSPS Sisters and 
Lay partners made the chapter a colorful 
one. Indeed, an immersed wealth of 
knowledge and experience were brought 
together under the roof of the chapter as 
the participants were a blend of energetic  

I 
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and experienced youthful and elderly 
confreres, sisters and lay partners. In spite 
of the vast cultural and age differences,  
discussion were always very focused on our 
common goal and collective hunger for the 
kind of the spiritual transformation that 
would bring us back to the Word of God as 
the source of life, vocation, and mission. 
Therefore, the tendencies of unnecessary 
argument were  brought to a very 
minimum, making the Chapter a true 

 
 
The third enriching aspect of this Chapter 
was the participatory methodology it 
adopted in order to enhance active 
participation of every capitulars and 
reduce to minimum the tendencies of few 
out spoken individuals hijacking the entire 
process.  In this regards, we were 
organized into 12 smaller sharing groups 
where reports from the General, the 
Secretaries and the various coordinators as 
well as the Chapter working Documents 
were first discussed before the plenum for 
further discussion. This method offered 
greater opportunities and ample time for 
every participant to express his\her view 
whenever an issue was brought to the 
group. Furthermore, this method also 
facilitated group cohesiveness and 
fraternal trust among the small group 
members. Therefore, this method did 
enrich the Chapter proceedings and 
outcomes and made it a truly family affair. 
In addition, the audience with the Pope in 
the Vatican also contributed in making the 
Chapter a colorful one. Those of us who 
were in Rome for the first time, going to 
the Vatican to have audience with the pope 

was really exciting. In his inspiring 
exultation the pope called us (SVD) to 
return to our roots. And to do that, he told 
us to proclaim the Word, trust in God, live 
in fraternal communities, and not forget to 
visit the cemeteries of our dead confreres.     
 
On the other hand, sharing from the various 
zones indicated a massive trend of 
paradigm shift on the needs of mission 
today. The traditional organized parish 
ministry in which the society basically has 
been involved in since its insertion is 
drastically giving way to specialized and 
complex pastoral approach such as 
migrant, refugees, family and youth and 
educational ministries, just to mention a 
few. While this new growing pastoral needs 
could be a fertile field for religious life, 
particularly the Brother vocation, to 
flourish, we are equally been  challenged 
to redesign the Brother Formation Program 
to equip the Brothers to effectively 
respond to this complex pastoral needs of 
our time. This way, the Brother vocation 
could be more visible to young people who 
dream to serve God by serving humanity, 
especially those at the peripheries of the 
society and thus attracting them to the 
Brother vocation. On this note, it is 
unfortunate that a resolution which was on 
a table before the plenum seeking the 
approval of the capitulars to have a 
secretary for the Brother vocation failed to 
pass through. Although in human terms this 
could be seen as a setback and very 
discouraging, the Pope Francis exulted us 
to trust in the Lord even in such condition. 
May be the Lord has better plans for us. He 

plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans 
for the welfare and not for evil, to give you 
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WWEE  OONNLLYY  WWAANNTT  TTOO  BBEE  CCOOMMRRAADDEESS  --  IINNSSTTEEAADD  OOFF  GGUUIIDDIINNGG  LLIIGGHHTTSS......  
Br. Ireneusz Nyklewicz, SVD (POL) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 am sorry that I am writing just now. Writing 
is not my strong point. 

 
At the first moment, when I was  elected as a 
delegate of the Polish Province to the General 
Chapter, a little panic engulfed me. I quickly 
checked our Catalogus and saw that there will 
be very few elected Brother delegate to the 
General Chapter. Almost all provinces have 
Brothers, but not so many of them would send 
a Brother as delegates. I thought that in 
connection with this, during elections to the 
General Council, they could elect me. No, it 
must not be! I do not want to sit somewhere in 
Rome to govern. Here in Poland, I have my job, 
which I want to continue to do, and I do not 
want to be part of any management. That was 
my thinking. I calmed down when I received the 
invitation "Who is who" from the Generalate. It 
turned out that I would not be there alone and 

that there would be many other Brothers who 
have a much better chance of being elected to 
the future General Council. Uff, what a relief! 
 
It was my first General Chapter. Delegates and 
provincials from all our provinces were 
gathered there  the best of the best, SVD's 
elite! Despite being with such important 
personalities, I felt mutual equality. No one 
tried to show others who they are not or what 
important persons they are. We were from 
different countries, cultures, and nations, but 
this was not a problem for joint action. At this 
point, the Prologue of our Constitutions comes 
to mind: "God's love and grace gathered us 
from different nations and continents into one 
missionary religious community," because we 
really constituted such a community and acted  
together.  (I did not think that I would quote  
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our Constitutions here, but somehow it 
happened.) 
 
During the General Chapter we were divided 
into basic group where we prayed and worked 
together. My very interesting experience was 
elaborating together a "working document". 
The draft of this document was divided into 
parts and was distributed among the basis 
groups so that each group would work only on 
its part and not on the whole. As a result, only 
the fruits of work from individual groups were 
collected and combined into one whole. It was 
to prove the trust of other groups that they 
would do their job well and save a lot of time. 
 
During the Chapter, there were speeches of 
various groups: sisters, lay collaborators, 
representatives of Steyler Bank and others. 
During one of the SSPS sister's speeches, the 
phrase "La Dios" was pronounced. The Spanish 
language has definite masculine (El) and 
feminine (La) genders. In Spanish, God is male 
(El Dios). When my sister used "La Dios", my 
attention focused on this content. I come from 
Poland, from a European country, where the 
Catholic Church is quite conservative and less 
susceptible to any new trends. A similar loose 
interpretation of our doctrine later appeared 
more than once. Multiculturalism is our wealth, 
but sometimes too far. 
 
My personal experience, which I would like to 
share, was the opportunity to visit the 
catacombs. During the Chapter, various trips 
were organized for us: Rome, Assisi, and Ancio. 
In Italy, one can have contact with history all the 
time. The country was not destroyed by wars, 
so historical elements mingle with modern 
buildings everywhere. Traveling by bus from 
one place to another, one can see what Jesus 
meant by saying "that the city located on the 

mountain cannot be hidden." All towns are 
located on the hills. The catacombs, meeting 
place and cemeteries of the first Christians, are 
places that I have always wanted to visit. I did 
not know that our Congregation was helping in 
the protection of the Church's heritage by 
taking care of Domitilla catacombs. We also had 
a Holy Mass there with the opportunity to visit 
the catacombs. It was a very special feeling  full 
of nostalgia and reverence to be in touch, to 
walk the same tunnels, and to touch the same 
walls as the first Christians. The catacombs were 
plundered during the invasion of barbarians 
who sought treasures hidden in tombs. 
Although there were no treasures, they 
tormented the tombs anyway. The lack of cross 
in this place was a surprise for me, though the 
symbols of a good shepherd, fish, and dolphins 
prevailed. Perhaps, the cross became a symbol 
of Christianity later on. 
 
I was to write about the Brothers and their 
calling in the context of the General Chapter. 
We are experiencing a decline in vocations 
today, especially in European countries. This 
applies to vocations for Brothers and priests. It 
is difficult to talk about the vocation to become 
a Brother or a priest. We have one common 
religious and missionary vocation that we 
accomplish in our Congregation as Brothers or 
Fathers. The crisis of vocations applies to both. 
 
The vocation crisis not only affects our 
Congregation, but is a general phenomenon 
that occurs in a large part of the Church. The 
society of young people has different values 
than God. The Church is only needed for them 
to have a commemorative photo from the 
wedding or baptism, and in the future to be 
buried in the Catholic cemetery. The lifestyles 
promoted by the media that overturn the 
existing moral values upside down call white 
what is black. What once perversion or 
deviation was that today is only a lifestyle. For  
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young people educated in this way, it is not 
attractive to sacrifice their lives for God's 
service or missionary work. 
 
Unfortunately, the pluralism of lifestyles and 
secularism are not unknown to us-and so we 
experience the crisis of vocations. Under the 
false pretense of being closer to the laity, we 
adapt our style of being to them. We stop being 
a light and a signpost for people, and we want 
to be comrades. When we add to this the lack 
of respect for holiness on our part, we will 
receive the condition of a large part of our 
clergy, including Brothers. 
 
During the General Chapter, the Brothers 
present there frequently met. The best way to 
promote life with religious vows as Brothers is 
our personal testimony of life. Often our work is 
less noticeable, which does not mean that it is 
less important. The life of a religious Brother in 
the Congregation is not as prominent as that of 
a Father confrere at the altar. I believe that 
hundreds of best-prepared propaganda 
materials and photos will not have such an 
impact on future vocations as our personal 
testimony of life. 
 
During the General Chapter, we discussed a lot 
about returning to the original spirituality. We 
were discussing whether to speak better of an 
"Arnold spirituality" or an "SVD spirituality". On 
the other hand, we did not have one Morning 

Prayer or Vespers during the whole Chapter 
although that is the prayer of the Church, just 
some prayers from our Vademecum. There 
were other forms of prayer, but the Liturgy of 
the Hours was missing. Is this not 
schizophrenia?  
 
In addition to the previously mentioned critical 
remarks, I must admit and emphasize that the 
entire General Chapter was prepared very well. 
This is not only my opinion, but also that of 
other confreres who had the opportunity to 
participate in previous Chapters. Not everyone 
had the opportunity to live in our house Ad 
Gentes Center; some had to live in  monasteries 
in Nemi. For them, vehicles were always 
prepared. The entire program of the Chapter 
was prepared perfectly in terms of logistics and 
content. Excellent Italian cuisine was  served to 
us during meals, which to some people at the 
end of the stay made a big surprise.  

 
 one of the 

confreres, before leaving Nemi, surprisingly 
said. 
 
To which I responded, 
different angle. Your Province has grown 2 
ki  
 
Unfortunately, everything ends after some 
time just as our stay in Nemi ended. I think it 
was a good time and it would bring abundant 
fruit. 
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BROTHERS AT XVIII GENERAL CHAPTER 
Below is the list of the Brothers who participated in the General Chapter: 
 
1.      Mazola Mido, Guy (CUR) 
2.      Nyanuba, Thaddeus (MOZ) 
3.      Paulraj, Kalaimani (INC) 
4.      Ertl, Michael (NEB) 
5.      Decker, Michael (USC) 
6.      Rangga Hayon, Dominikus (IDE) 
7.      Guru, Hubertus (PHC) 
8.      Wang, Baoliang Stephen (SIN) 
9.      Ruffing, Bernd-Alfred (GER) 
10.    Nyklewicz, Ireneusz (POL) 
11.    Ríos, Walter Federico (ARS) 
12.    Berger, Alfonso José (BRN) 
13.    Hasler, Thomas (PAR) 
14.    Duarte, Roberto (CUR/ECU) 
 
 

 
  

   
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

Br. Guy Mazola (CUR) 
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