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Following the example of the Divine Word, our mission
in Thailand is to incarnate ourselves into the lives of the
Thai people and thereby be of true missionary service to
them.
Just as Christ, the Word Incarnate, was born and grew
up within a specific culture before he revealed His
Fathers plan, so we, an international community,
through openness and respect for the local culture are
committed to immerse ourselves into the lives of the
people of Thailand, so we may grow in our understanding in order to serve them.
In union with the Divine Word and expressing our SVD
charism, we grow and co-operate with the local church,
seeking peripheral and neglected areas of Thai society
which the Church has not been able to reach or where
the gospel has not been preached sufficiently. Our work
will include special care for the poor, the promotion of
justice and peace and dialogue with other faiths.
Through this work and through our witnessing as a
prayerful international missionary-religious community,
we support the Catholic Church in Thailand and its endeavor to understand and accomplish its local mission
and to develop a wider vision of its universal calling.

Manuscript written and prepared by Br. Damien Lunders SVD,
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It is time to up-date the history
and development of the Thai mission since the original booklet of
our first 10 years (1999-2009)
.
.

Much of the work continues to be
the same, but with a few new developments. SVD personnel remains at 5 persons, but we expect
that this number will increase in
the coming years and eventually
that local Thai vocations may beforthcoming.
Mother of Perpetual Help Center & Hospice

Mother of Perpetual Help Center was first opened in 1997 and operated out of a rented family house. Once the SVD arrived they began
to seek funds which enabled the Center as it is today to be constructed
and completed in August of 2002. Villa Marie hospice was opened
later in 2006 and can accommodate 10 patients at any given time.
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Center Activities
Many of the activities of the Center remain the same with certain adaptations as necessary. The Center continues with the necessary and important ³$LGV(GXFDWLRQDQG$ZDUHQHVV3URJUDP´in schools throughout the Province during the year (normally 20 to 25 schools). Villa
Marie hospice continues to care for adult patients with varying numbers.
New to our Center and programs is the home for HIV teenagers ³%DQ
0DH0DULD´ 0RWKHU0DU\+RXVH  Other than this we continue with
all of the programs already in place over the years.
Nong Bua Lamphu Province, one of the 5 Provinces under the care of
the Diocese of Udon Thani in Northeast Thailand is a small Province in
comparison to the other Provinces. This is an advantage for our SVD
ministries as the SVD is still a small number with 2 priests and 3 Brothers. Plans and negotiations are taking place so that in the future our
numbers may increase.

M eet Our SVD Confreres
Br. Damien Lunders, SVD
Born: April 17, 1942, South Dakota
Entered the SVD in 1960
First Profession May 1, 1963
Final Profession May 1, 1969
First Mission Assignment 1969 to
Papua New Guinea (25 years)
Arrived in Thailand March 1999
(First missionary with Br. James
Wilkins to Thailand)
Ministry: HIV/AIDS
2
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Br. Ron Fratzke, SVD
Born: December 3, 1961, Iowa
Entered the SVD in 1980
First Profession 1985, Final 1990
First Assignment to Australia for 11
years.
Arrived in Thailand: January 2002
Ministry: Teaching English
Gary and Barbara Grendys on
their visit to Ban Mae Marie
shortly after its completion in
November of 2009 and just before the first teenagers were
accepted. µ7KDQN<RX¶

Br. Bernd Ruffing, SVD
Born: March 20, 1974 in Germany
Worked in Austria after nurses
training before going to Australia
for an English refresher course in
preparation for the OTP program in
Thailand. Arrived in Nong Bua
Lamphu April 2010 and will return
to Germany in August 2011 in
preparation to make his final vows.

Gary and Barbara

SVD P riests and Brothers of Thailand with Fr. Tim Norton

Tim Norton
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Meet Our Members in Parish Ministry
Fr. Antony Duc Le. SVD
Born 10/28/1975 in Vietnam
Immigrated to USA in 1985 California
Ordained in 2006
Arrived in Thailand February 2007
Came to Diocese of Udon Thani in
January 2008 and after some pastoral
experience in other areas of the Diocese
DVVXPHGUHVSRQVLELOLW\IRU6W0LFKDHO¶V
Church and Parish in Nong Bua Lamphu.
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The new site will accommodate up to 24 teenagers. The site is comprised of 3 houses with 8 teenagers each, a common recreation, kitchen,
dining and study room. A large area of land is set aside for vegetable
gardening and fruit trees as well as a large fish pond and small buildings
for raising ducks. All intended as activities for the teenagers learning
experience as well as the opportunity of their own contribution to their
own well being and self pride. All teenagers will have the opportunity
of completing their education whether it be to complete high school or
to go on for higher education at the University. Some of them will
choose to learn a trade or skill at either the nearby Government Training
Center or at the local Province Technical School.
At the new home teenagers are expected to help look after themselves,
cleaning, cooking, care for the grounds, gardening - all things good for
body and spirit development.

Fr. Truc Quoc Phan, SVD
Born 1/02/1970 in Vietnam
Studied Theology in Australia
Ordained in Australia 09/12/2006
Arrived in Thailand March 2007
Came to Diocese of Udon Thani in
August of 2008 and after pastoral experience within the Diocese assumed responsibility for 3 parishes in the Nong
Khai Deanery of the Diocese.

Pastoral M inistry of Fr. Anthony in Nong B ua Lamphu
6W0LFKDHO¶V&KXUFKWKHILUVW&DWKROLF&KXUFKLQWKH1RQJ%XD
Lamphu District in the Diocese of Udon Thani, was first opened
in August of 2002. For the first 6 years until the SVD priests
arrived to assume responsibility for this parish the parish had 6
priests as temporary pastors²some of them only 6 months. So
the parish had no serious development during these years.
4

21

Divine Word Mission Thailand

Divine Word Mission Thailand

7KH1HZµ%DQ0DH0DULH¶0RWKHU0DU\+RXVH

After settling in and becoming familiar with people and how things
work here in Thailand Fr. Anthony slowly began to make an impression.
People soon realized that now the parish has a full time pastor and that
the parish would be guaranteed of having someone on a permanent basis.

During the 2008 annual fundraising event held at Techny we were so
fortunate to meet a family who was interested in helping a project in
South East Asia. As a result our new home for HIV teenagers has become a reality. Upon return to Thailand plans were put in place, a new
area of land was purchased just 3 or 4 kilometers from Mother of PerSHWXDO+HOS&HQWHU6W0LFKDHO¶V&KXUFKDQG0RWKHU7HUHVD&KLOGUHQ¶V
Home. In early 2009 actual construction began and by November of the
same year the entire project was complete and ready for occupancy.

Soon a catechist was employed as a good source of help in so many
ways. Programs have been developed in visiting the elderly and a real
strong ministry with the youth is apparent. Week end classes for development of life take place with the youth of the parish, youth from our
%DQ0DH0DULDDQGFKLOGUHQIURPWKH0RWKHU7HUHVDFKLOGUHQ¶VKRPH
Camps are held for the youth during the school holidays and summer
classes at the Church and Center for children interested in these activities.

New Development 2009 - 2011

6W0LFKDHO¶V&KXUFKLV
small in comparison to so
many others, but the number
of Catholics here is also
quite small. If all Catholics
would come regularly there
would be a good number.
The future is with the youth
and at this time a regular
following of young interested persons attend each
week.
Many young Vietnemese
who are working in the City
attend regularly, they along
with other children and
youth serve at the mass²
others have learned to play
the organ which enhances
20
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Self Help Occupations Continues
Original projects presented through a mission help organization in Ireland and a grant from the Ehrbacher Foundation in Germany made possible the beginning of our µ6HOI+HOS2FFXSDWLRQV3URMHFW´6 years ago.
Since the beginning of this project now over 100 families have received
each 2 cattle as a means of getting started with the raising of cattle.
Those receiving cattle promised to pay back into the project half of the
cost after one year - because of the good return each year new members
are able to participate in this project. As in most projects through
Mother of Perpetual Help Center groups from all 6 Districts in the Province take part.

Summer School
At
6W0LFKDHO¶V
During the school break
from March 31 to April 22
children ages 6 thru 13
gathered at the Church and
Center to take part in a
special summer school activity. Numbering around
50 altogether only one of
the children was Catholic,
several were Christian, but
the majority being Buddhist²of course Thailand
is 95% Buddhist!
With the large number of
children they were divided
into 2 groups²one being
taught at the hall and the
other within the Church.
Some volunteers helped
with the activities during
these 5 weeks.
6
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The Center now into its 10th year of
distributing school uniforms, clothing and school supplies to over 400
children of varying ages - all children of HIV and poor families
throughout the Province of Nong
Bua Lamphu (6 District groups).
This help being made possible
through generous agencies and donors.

Youth Camp
2010
St. Martin DePorres
Nasing Parish

Education Program for Children of
HIV and Poor Families

This camp in participation with Fr. Truc at his
parish in the Nong Khai
Deanery with over 40
teenagers taking part.
Teenagers from his parLVKDQG6W0LFKDHO¶V
parish in Nong Bua
Lamphu with teenagers
and young children
from Ban Mae Maria
and Mother Teresa chilGUHQ¶VKRPH
A
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good time was held by
all over the 3 days. The
camp site was not far
from the Mekong River
which separates Thailand from Laos.

7
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Visitation of the Elderly
At Christmas time especially is a good time to make special visitations
to the elderly not only in the villages, but at the St. Vincent DePaul
home for the elderly in Udon Thani and the Capuchin Cloistered nuns
near the Cathedral in Udon Thani. Youth from the parish and Ban Mae
Maria made many elderly happy with their visit just before Christmas.
Elderly in Udon Thani and
Capuchin Cloistered Sisters as well as elderly in
villages.
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Training program with the aids
patients at Villa Marie Hospice.
Petawan is a member of the staff
for Mother of Perpetual Help
Center and has been working at
the Center for more than 10 years
already. She is HIV positive and
is of great value when making
visitations to newly infected persons in their homes. She has
been involved with the HIV
groups all of these years and her
knowledge of the medicines is of
great help to many.
One of our patients coming from
Bangkok is a former leper, now
with HIV/AIDS came to Villa
Marie and spent almost 1 year.
Here Br. Bernd (a nurse) is bandaging her feet (almost a daily
task). Joey is her name and while
with us she spent most of her time in the ICU unit as it was much more
convenient for her to look after herself. As other patients were dying
she became afraid and left the hospice - she has not returned.
To the left Br. Bernd also
nursing the foot of another
patient who had been away to
his place for a visit - before
his return his feet had become
infected and required daily
care until healed properly
again. Our hospice has 10
beds - 8 in 2 wards and 2
beds in the ICU.

8
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Hospice Care and ICU
(Mother of Perpetual Help Center)
There seems to be a new trend in hospice care not only here in Nong
Bua Lamphu, but in other care centers as well. Before we were receiving younger patients between the ages of 20 and 30 - more recent those
coming to our hospice are older. A significant change is that many of
those coming at this time while being older, do not have a place to return to. More significantly they are not wanted with the rest of the family - thus, for the most part will be long term and in some cases perhaps
under permanent care.
Perhaps in the future some of these patients who end up being
µKRPHOHVV¶ will need a place outside of the hospice. In the future we
must look into ways in which these persons can be provided with a
place where they can look after themselves. µ2XUIDUP¶ perhaps can be
such a place since at present one former aids patient is looking after the
coconut and fruit trees there. There is enough accommodation at the
farm to house a number of such needy cases. There they can possibly
take responsibility for the farm and from the produce as well as planting
gardens will be able to look after themselves.

Christmas in Nong Bua
Lamphu

Most patients even though younger tend to be somewhat long term at
any case since they need first of all good care, good food and good companionship. During their time with us they need training first of all
about the medications that are provided by the local government hospitals, they require training on how best to care for themselves once they
are able, if possible, to return to home or family.
On an outing - these are some patients that
need permanent care. One of them does
the cooking at the hospice, others help with
laundry and cleaning and sometimes help
look after the grounds at the Center. All
happy and willing to help out in whatever
way they can.
16

Bishp George visits
the children in Nong
Bua Lamphu. Celebrating Mass with Fr.
Anthony before
Christmas .
9
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Fr. Truc Quoc Phan Ministry Nong Khai Deanery
Fr. Truc is looking after 3 parishes in the Nong Khai Deanery²the
main parish St. Martin DePorres Church in Nasing, the Good Shepherd
Church in Nong Pai and Holy Redeemer Church in Pakkard. Since Fr.
Truc is there he has done much development in the parish, both physical
and spiritual with the parishioners.
Holy Redeemer Church in Pakkard much in need of repair now
in the process of being re-built.
It is a small parish, but the people appreciate Fr. Truc very
much.

Fr. Truc with some of the parishioners of Holy Redeemer parish.
Brother Bernd spent several
weeks with Fr. Truc in his parish
to get some experience of Thai
life before coming to Nong Bua
Lamphu to work at Villa Marie
hospice to care for HIV adults.
Gathering of parishioners after
Sunday mass to meet and plan
for work of the parish.
The church itself is actually being eaten by termites and if not
replaced soon will fall apart.
10
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Mother of Perpetual Help Center
Program Development According to the Needs
Aids Education and Awareness Program in Schools continues to be
necessary and important. All of the Junior High Schools in all of the
Districts in the Province have gone through the program once over the
past 6 years - LQDQGQRZWKH&HQWHUEHJLQVLW¶VVHFRQG
round with an entire new generation of students. Reports from teachers
give a very positive effect and attitude toward this program. It is difficult to know the exact impact of the camps and follow-up in the schools,
but of course we hope for a good result in bringing about a decrease in
the spread of aids especially in the younger generation.
2QWKHULJKWDQH[HUFLVHRIµH[FKDQJH¶
of water demonstrates to the students
how aids is spread to many persons by
having multiple partners. After many
years of camps and follow-up in the
schools we were finally successful in
getting Nong Bua Pittiyakan school to
participate in the program.

World Aids Day and a march through the City back to Mother of Perpetual
Help Center on December 1st helps to create an awareness about Aids. All of
the schools that have taken part in the program during the year send representatives to the Center for the WAD activities - over 200 students and teachers as
well as members from the various HIV groups throughout the Province attend
the days activities.
15
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In Thailand the Bishops take
the opportunity of meeting their
people at parish Church Feasts,
which end up being almost
every week end (Saturdays).
Here at St. Martin DePorres
Church is the main celebrant for
the Mass and being assisted by
Fr. Truc and visiting priests
from other parishes.

Occasionally Ron will pay a visit to Mother of Perpetual Help Center
and have a visit with some of the patients at Villa Marie Hospice. Ron
being an avid cook for the SVD looks on with interest to the kitchen at
the hospice.

When necessary he attends important meetings as well at the Center.
Recently the SVD has created a Foundation under the name of
µ3HUSHWXDO+HOS)RXQGDWLRQ¶We were not able to use the name of
Divine Word but all necessary stamps and
official papers use the seal with the SVD
Logo. At the same time a company was
formed which allows us as foreigners to
purchase land - land for our own purposes in the future can be under the legal
name of µ:DMDQD1XNUDX&R/WG¶
Again the Divine Word or Society of the
Divine Word name could not be used, but
the seal is also with the SVD Logo.
For the first year only Thai persons can
be on the board of Directors, after one
year these members can be changed and
we the SVD can be official members of
the board.
14

After Mass the Bishop meets with parishioners and guests from many
other parishes. Thai people also take the opportunity to travel to many
different church feasts²it is a very social event and once speaches are
complete everyone enjoys a nice meal together.
11
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English Language
Ministry
Br. Ron Fratzke, SVD
&
Scholarship Program to
Needy Children of Poor
Families

Holy Redeemer
Church
Pakkard, Nong Khai
Fr. Truc with some parishioners outside the church
which is to be re-built.

Left the beginning of Good
Shepherd Church at Nong
Pai, an outstation of Nasing.

Good Shepherd Church on
completion - changed in design according to needs.

Brother Ron arrived in Thailand in January of 2002 and began teaching
English to the students of Nong Bua Pittiyakan school - a school in the
city with over 3,000 students. For a period of time also taught English
at one of the nearby temples to the young monks.

)U7UXF¶VSDULVKHVGRQRWKDYHVFKRROVWRFDUHIRUEXWKHDQGWKH
parishioners are kept busy with developing and caring for the spiriWXDODQGSK\VLFDOQHHGVRIWKHORFDOSHRSOH)U7UXFLVDUHDOµKDQG\
PDQ¶DQGFDQIL[MXVWDERXWDQ\WKLQJWKDWQHHGVIL[LQJZKHWKHULWEH
electrical, plumbing or carpentry.

The school is very appreciative to have a true English speaker as it gives
the school prestige as well. The English ministry in the government
schools has also been a good witness value for the church and for us as
69'¶VKHUHLQ1RQJ%XD/DPSKX

Many pineapple plants and rubber trees have been planted on land
near the church which has not been used for a long time²these will
help to support his church in a small way. A sports field also has
been put in place for the youth of the parish.

Because of generous benefactors Br. Ron has been able to give a certain
number of scholarships to needy students at the school. Many of the
students travel long distances each day to school - from the outlying
Districts as far as 60 km. Many of these families are very poor economically and appreciate the scholarship which helps their child.

12

13

