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Fr. Superior General’s Visit to Pune

A

day comes but rarely in the
unfolding story of an institution,
when the confluence of several
milestone events confers on it a
landmark significance, which for
succeeding generations becomes a
rallying point of their collective
memory. Divine Word Seminary came
face-to-face with such a day on
Monday, November 10, 2014. It had
all the trappings of a dream fulfilled.
The long-awaited first visit of our
Superior General to this institution,
which enjoys the distinctive honour of
being the beloved alma mater of nearly
90% of the Indian SVD confreres, was
surely a happening worthy to be
written in gold in its annals. It only
happens once in a decade or so. There
was on the occasion a gathering of the
many confreres of our Province who
were celebrating the jubilees of
significant moments in their faithjourney, their journey as religious and
priests. We obviously celebrated it
with great fervour as on our part it
constituted a gesture of genuine
recognition for them, for their life of
dedication.

And then, there was an impressive
turn-out of confreres and sisters, who
came to participate in the festivities of
the day. That is the confluence of
events referred to earlier.
Fr. General arrived in Pune from Goa.
The very first moment of the reception
was as he alighted from the car in front
of the Grotto of our Saints at the
entrance of the Seminary.

He was garlanded by Fr. Richard
Quadros, INM Vice-provincial, to the
accompaniment of a thunderous
applause from the confreres and
scholastics who were waiting for his
arrival. Fr. General then paid homage
to our Saints by offering flower-petals
in front of their statues. Thereupon he
was led to the DWS chapel in
procession, at the head of which was
group of dancers dancing to the tune of
a welcome song.
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DWS
The ceremony in the chapel consisted of a
hymn to the Holy Spirit, a reading from
the Bible and a brief message of Fr.
General at the end of which he gave his
blessing to the gathering. All confreres
then proceeded to the dining hall for tea
and snacks.

the contributions they have made to the
mission of the Church. They are of
immense value to the Society, he assured
them.

The most solemn event of the day was the
Eucharist at 6.30 pm presided over by
Fr.General.
The solemn Eucharistic celebration was
followed by a fellowship meal. Following
it was a cultural programme organized by
the scholastics of the Seminary.
The
programme tastefully combined singing,
dancing, stage-acting, brief speeches by
several confreres, including Fr. General.
Each of the jubilarians present received a
personal gift from the hands of the
Superior General.

It was specially designed as a thanksgiving
Eucharist on behalf of the jubilarians.
Eight of the 13 jubilarians of the Province
were physically present on the occasion.
Joining them in the concelebration were
nearly 50 confreres, for many of whom it
also marked the end of their week-long
retreat.
Fr. General in his homily
highlighted the importance of the
celebration as a mark of recognition for the
confreres who have put in long years of
dedicated service to the Church, to the
Society and to the people of God. He
congratulated the jubilarians on behalf of
the entire Society and thanked them for all
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DWS
Fr. General’s second day in Pune also was
hectic. It started with the morning
Eucharist for the DWS community
followed by a photo session with the
community. After breakfast he paid a visit
to St. Arnold’s Central School. The staff
and students of the school accorded a
warm and colourful welcome to him with a
short entertainment programme consisting
of songs and dances. His next stop was at
Ishvani Kendra. He also paid a visit to
JDV during which he was welcomed by
the President of the institute and a good
number of its teaching staff.
The
afternoon schedule consisted of a visit to
Sarva Seva Sangh, something he enjoyed
much as he got a chance to interact with
the children cared for by SSS and its staff,
a tea-break

with the Atmadhara community of SSpS
sisters, an address to the DWS community
and a meeting with the confreres of the
Pune Unit.
By the time he was ready to leave for
Mumbai early next morning our Superior
General had the satisfaction of having
completed a very fruitful phase of his visit
to India and to INM. During every
interaction with the confreres and
scholastics he reiterated what he saw as the
essence, the quintessence, of the vocation
of a Divine Word Missionary, i.e., a deep
love for the poor and an unwavering
commitment to the cause of those in the
periphery of society.
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ST. ARNOLD’S CENTRAL SCHOOL, PUNE
BLESSINGS!!!
th

were blessed on 11 Novem ber
A rnoldians
2014 with the visit of very Rev. Fr. Heinz
Kuluke, the Superior General of the Society of the
Divine Word.

The day began at the feet of St. Arnold’s grotto,
where the dignitaries paid homage to the founder.
Fr. Heinz was then escorted by head boy and head
girl along with scouts and guides to the hall. His
arrival was heralded with blowing of sacred
conch.

Miss Krishna Hiwarkar was felicitated on
her achievement in skates at the CBSE Zonal
level.A short multimedia presentation showed the
rapid growth and development of the school.

Fr. General spoke to the gathering, appreciating
everybody and also urging everyone to care for
the world and less privileged
people.
The programme ended with the school anthem.

The dignitaries walked amidst the rain of flower
petals to light the lamp as the hymn was sung.
The stage programmebegan with Indian classical
dance. Thereafter thePrincipal introduced the
Superior General to the school. He was welcomed
by the Manager with ‘PurnKalash’.
A variety entertainment of music and
dance followed, where students showcased their
individual musical talents. Dances on the theme of
‘Save the Planet’, ‘Des MeraRangila’, and
‘Rajasthani folk stories’ were presented.
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ISHVANI KENDRA

R

ev. Father Heinz Kuluke SVD, the Superior General of the Society of the Divine Word
was in India for a month long visit to the four Indian Provinces and the North East
Region. The visit to the Indian Mumbai Province was the last one just before his
participation in the SVD ASPAC Zonal Assembly at Atma Darshan in Mumbai from November
12-18, 2014.
Fr. Superior General visited Ishvani Kend ra on 11th November 2014. He met all the SVD
confreres, the faculty and staff. He showered his blessings on the work done at Ishvani Kendra.
He visited different Departments like, Librar y, Communication and Publication. He appreciated
our work at Ishvani Kendra and encouraged us to move forward influencing the world with our
research, publications, seminars, and animation and communication skills. W e need to be
concerned about the poor and work for justice. He viewed the recently released video on “Songs
of Life Vol.4”. W e had a group photo with him. Later all our staff and faculty members had
lunch with the Superior General.

Confreres of Ishvani Kendra

Fr. S.M. Michael (Director of Ishvani Kendra)
welcomes Fr. Superior General

Fr. Superior General with the Working Staff

Fr. Superior General Interacting with the Conferes
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Fr. Heinz Kulueke in Sarva Seva Sangh

F

r. Heinz Kulueke, Superior General of the
Society of the Divine Word was given a very
ceremonious welcome and felicitation at
Sarva Seva Sangh, at 2.30 pm on 11th November
2014.

words of gratitude by a few children and women,
who are the beneficiaries of Sarva Seva Sangh. Fr.
Kulueke exhorted the children to cherish big
dreams and try hard to achieve them.
His
spontaneous interaction with the children and
women was the expression of his deep commitment
to the cause of the poor.
We also had a short meeting of the staff with Fr.
Kulueke wherein he expressed his sincere thanks to
the staff for their meritorious service to the children
living in high risk situations. His visit is a
memorable event for the children and their care
takers, and an expression of the Society’s solidarity
with the cause of these deprived children. Sarva
Seva Sangh, is a registered charitable society
involved in the rehabilitation of children living in
high risk situations, namely the street and working
children, children living with and affected by
HIV/AIDS and children of women in prostitution.
Sarva Seva Sangh is involved in the educational
rehabilitation of nearly 1600 such children.

Fr. Heinz Kulueke was accompanied by Fr. Paul
Vattathara, Provincial Superior INM, Fr. Richard
Quadros, Vice Provincial INM and Fr. Thomas
Malipurath, Rector, Divine Word Seminary. Nearly
110 children and thirty care takers/women/mothers
too attended the programme.

After the ceremonious welcome with an Aarati and
garland, the confreres gathered for a short prayer at
the chapel and this was followed by a short cultural
programme.

Fr. Babu Kakkaniyil, Direcotor of the centre while
welcoming the Superior General introduced him as
a friend of children and the poor. A variety
entertainment programme was staged by children of
Sarva Seva Sangh and sharing and

7

WORD BECAME FLESH AND DWELT AMONG US

WISH YOU
MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND
PROSPEROUS HAPPY NEW YEAR
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