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A few lines to wish each and everyone of you a Blessed and Merry Christmas and a
very Happy New Year for 2018.
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This time of the year is a good time to say “Thank You” to you and to all who have
been so supportive this year and for so many years already. We here at Mother of
Perpetual Help Center will be remembering you in a special way in our daily prayers
as we ask our good Lord to continue blessing you and your loved ones throughout
the New Year.
Christmas is a time of giving and sharing not only with our loved ones, but let us also
share with and remember those less fortunate than ourselves. Let us be thankful for
the gift of family and friends. Christmas is a time too when we think about the birth
of Christ and as to how His birth affects our lives. Thank you and God bless you
always!
In the Word,

Br. Damien Lunders, SVD

Local Chapter Thai District:
In August SVD confreres from the Thailand District came together to
prepare for the up-coming Provincial Chapter in Australia in February
2018 and later in the year for the General Chapter in Rome.
The Theme for the up-coming 18th General Chapter being “The Love

of Christ Impels Us “ (2 Cor 5:14): Rooted in the Word, Committed to His Mission The Thai District members discussed and reflected upon this theme as to how it applies to each of us in our own spirituality and as to how we can make it a part of our religious life.

SVD Thai District Annual Retreat: August 1st thru the 5th members of the Thai District came
together in Chiang Mai, the Northern District at the Jesuit Retreat Center ‘Seven Fountains’ The quiet,
relaxed atmosphere made for the perfect venue. We were joined by Fr. Gregory Pinto SVD from our Generalate in Rome who conducted a prayerful and meaningful retreat. “Thank You Fr. Gregory”.

SVD Brothers Zonal Assembly comes to Nong Bua Lamphu:
The SVD Brothers Assembly was held in Nong Bua Lamphu, Thailand on October 9-13, 2017. In all 22 participants including Fr. Michael (ASPAC Znal Coordinator), Fr. Eduardo Rocha (Chairman of the ASPAC Executive
Committee) and Br. Roberto Duarte (Generalate Coordinator for Brother Formation). The meeting was well organized and the participants took an active part in the discussions and deliberations on various issues related to
Brother vocations in the Society. Brothers from 7 countries (India, Japan, Philippines, Indonesia, China, Vietnam
and Papua New Guinea) attended this meeting—a truly inter-cultural group. It was understood that the dwindling
number of religious vocations is a common concern for all, not just for the Brothers. It was agreed that vocation
promotion should be intensified by new and more creative ways through internet and social media.
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At Villa Marie Hospice care center many patients come and go depending
upon their condition. Those in extreme poor health when coming to the
hospice usually do not have much chance of surviving. In 2017 more patients have died compared to the past five years. Why? Because many of
them have stopped taking their anti-viral medications. Some of these patients are former teenagers at our Mother Mary House. Sad to say, but it has
become all to common for many to stop taking these medications when they
know all too well that without taking the anti-virals, their chance for having a
normal and pro-longed life is at risk.
Another reality is that many of the sick we care for are long term, permanent
fixtures at Mother of Perpetual Help Center because they no longer have a
home to return too, simply because of rejection or being in their condition
the family does not know how to care for them—consequently in the end
they remain in our care—some of them already 10 years.

Children’s Scholarship Program:
For six years now families in France have been sponsoring
children of poor families in Nong Bua Lamphu with a
monthly scholarship of 18 Euro. This scholarship is given to
the child each month and every three months the children
gather at MPHC to write ‘Thank You’ letters to their sponsor.
Over the years only one young family has come to visit the
child.
Another activity of the Center has been providing school clothing and school supplies as well as transportation fees to
attend school. Holy Childhood in Rome has given much support for this program over the years as well as other donations from benefactors.

Aids Education and Awareness Program:
Aids education and awareness has been given to all schools
in the Province over the past 15 years—with the training of
teachers and interested Government personnel as well.
During these 15 years schools have gone through the program up to 3 times now—always with a new generation of
students. We are hopeful that there is a good impact upon
the youth—not easy to know for sure, but from reports
and evaluations it seems to show good results.
Coming up before the end of 2017 will be another three day camp with a high risk group of MSM young boys and
girls. All schools in Thailand have a number of these high risk students. In November then, students, teachers and
government personnel representatives will gather together to discuss and to evaluate the program. This will be a good
opportunity for those who have gone through the program to give recommendations that might improve the program.
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Mother of Perpetual Help Center
PO Box 19
Nong Bua Lamphu, Thailand 39000
Phone: (66) 081-261-1878
E-mail: lundersdamien5@gmail.com

Check out our
Web Page
www.aidshelpthailandia.com
www.svdmissions.org

Objective:
To be a center for the development of the body and spirit, the
potentials of HIV infected persons as well as the poor in the
Province of Nong Bua Lamphu, Northeast Thailand.
To assist homeless and abandoned children as well as adults
with a decent livelihood and a proper education.
To assist HIV positive men and women with counseling and
livelihood projects for a better life style.
To create and to promote more awareness of the HIV disease in schools and villages as a means for future prevention.

Donations can be sent through our Mission Office at Techny, Illinois
Divine Word Missionaries
Mission Office
Techny, IL 60082
svdmissions.org

Remember Mother of Perpetual Help Center in your Last Will and Testament to ensure a long lasting service to the needy.

Villa Marie Hospice Care Center Feature
Mr. Sawat, an 85 year old gentleman was brought to Villa Marie Hospice almost
two years ago from the Province of Petchabun by one of the parish priests. Sawat
had been working with the OMI mission for some years and now with no one to
care for him he came to Nong Bua Lamphu. Sawat is bed-ridden as he can no
longer walk due to a serious accident several years ago. Inspite of being bedridden Sawat always remains cheerful and with a smile. He is Catholic and likes to
attend Sunday mass each week. In a special wheel chair Sawat is able to attend
Mass and sometimes enjoys watching TV with other patients as well.
Mr. An, a young man aged 26 years is living at Villa Marie Hospice now one year
and copes with being blind. Inspite of being totally blind he manages to get
around, but with some difficulty. Some of the other patients lovingly assist him
to move about the Center. It is hard to imagine what it would be like to be blind.
His exemplary patience being shown in his solitude is to be greatly admired. The
HIV virus causes many persons to become blind and often others are affected
mentally. Mr. An had been a soldier with the Thai Constabulary for some years
before losing his sight when he was only 20 years old.

