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A central issue in a world that is largely turning away from Christianity is 
the need to re-establish credibility. 

While most people are actually very open to God, Jesus  
and spirituality, they are manifestly not open to “the 
church.” This means that our basic message is intact, 
but the medium of the message - the messengers – are 
excluded from the equation. This should make us think 
seriously about what we do and how it might cause an 
adverse impression.

Credibility is a major source of currency for any 
organization, especially for the church, and its loss will result in a loss of 
missionary influence on those around us. Let’s face it: If the Gospel doesn’t 
seem to have any transformative effect on its messengers, why believe the 
Message?

Overcoming the credibility gap is our dire need, and in order to do it we 
need to reactivate authentic discipleship . At its core, discipleship is about 
becoming more like Jesus or becoming a little Jesus. Hence, getting back 
to the basics of discipleship - establishing Christ’s presence everywhere 
- is essential to the mission of the church. If we miss,  well, then surely it 
doesn’t really matter what we do elsewhere. 

Becoming a priest demands a radical change in a man's way of life, and 
through which a priestly identity is formed and revealed. Priests command 
great levels of trust and authority in the Church. Therefore, they must be 
people of exemplary quality.

The seminary is an original experience of the Church's life. In it, the bishop 
is present through the ministry of the rector, and those with whom he 
shares his responsibility for the apostolic growth of the students. The 
various members of the seminary contribute, each according to his own 
gift, to the growth of all towards the priesthood.

The path to becoming a priest requires dedication and determination 
combined with sound belief and firm faith. A man’s human formation - his 
emotional, psychological and physical growth - provides the necessary 
foundation for his spiritual and intellectual formation. As St. John Paul II 
noted, “Affective maturity as a result of an education in true and responsible 
love is a significant and decisive factor in the formation of a candidate for 
the priesthood. The lack of a well-structured and balanced personality is 
a serious and objective hindrance to the continuation of formation for the 
priesthood.”

This issue of WordIndia, the SVD India subzone magazine, is focused on 
our major seminaries.  We need to pray daily not only for seminarians 
but for those who are dedicated to their formation process. May the Holy 
Spirit lead us along paths of responsible, prudent yet daring and innovative 
adaptations to seminary formation according to the signs of our times.
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RESPONDING                                           to our 
wishes on 

his 100th birthday, a confrere writes: “God 
has been good to me calling me to follow 
him when I was only a child. A missionary 
was sent to our new parish – not even a 
church – looking for boys to fill the minor 
seminary! I persevered, though many 
came and went.” After mentioning some 
places where he was sent as a missionary, 
he continues: “I am happy and proud to be 
an SVD.” 

On his 60th anniversary of vows, a brother 
writes: “I am filled with owe realizing the 
time the Lord has given me. … I thank the 
Lord for his abundant love and mercy. I 
also want to express my gratitude to my 
congregation, the Society of the Divine 
Word, because the Society has supported 
me, praying and carrying me like a mother.” 
These confreres represent many other 
elderly confreres who remain grateful 
to the Lord, the Society, and the people 
despite all the challenges and difficulties 
of old age. They continue to witness that 
following the call of the Lord to be members 
of a religious missionary congregation is 
fulfilling and worth a choice. Their rich 
experience in living out their vocation and 
doing the mission assigned to them is a 
treasure for the whole Society.

Considering the importance of integrating 
the older people into the society and the 
intergenerational communication, Pope 
Francis has declared the last Sunday of 
July as the day dedicated to the elderly. 
The purpose of this decision is to remind 
us of the role of the elderly people “to 
preserve our roots, to pass on the faith to 
the young, and to care for the little ones.” 
Following this declaration, on February 24 
this year, Pope Francis started his series of 
catechesis on old age. Embracing the old 

TREASURING THE EXPERIENCE 
AND WISDOM OF THE 

ELDERLY
Fr. Paulus Budi Kleden SVD  

(Superior General)
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age with gratitude in time and space, we make 
and gather our experiences with ourselves, others, 
and God. These experiences can be positive or 
negative. There are happy and bitter moments in 
our faith journey. We go through enriching and 
discouraging encounters with people, enjoyable 
and frustrating living and working together with 
confreres. We gain experiences and get mature 

through them. Important in all these is that we 
do not let ourselves be caught in bitterness and 
disappointment but can move on. We can thank 
God, who has been generous, merciful, and loving 
to us, the people we have served, and with whom 
we have worked, and the confreres.

 It is not always easy to accept the reality of 
weakening physical and mental abilities. For many, 
it is a challenge to move out from the places we 
have loved so much or to leave the people we 
have served for many years to go to the retirement 
house. Fragility is an essential part of human beings. 
It is experienced tangibly in times of sickness and 
old age. We come to the situation where we are 

less and less dependent on ourselves while the 
dependence on others increases. The generosity in 
accepting such superiors’ decisions is an essential 
witness of our religious missionary life.

Our religious missionary vocation does not cease 
with retirement. Pope Francis mentions three 
ministries related to the vocation of the aging 
people in our world, which are also vital for 

you, dear elderly confreres: dreams, memory, 
and prayer. “Our dreams of justice, of peace, of 
solidarity, can make it possible for our young 
people to have new visions; in this way, together, 
we can build the future. You need to show that it 
is possible to emerge renewed from an experience 
of hardship. I am sure that you have had more 
than one such experience: in your life, you have 
faced any number of troubles and yet were able 
to pull through.” Keeping the memory alive and 
sharing it with others is a true mission for every 
older person. The Society needs you to pass on 
your dreams, share your memories, and pray for 
the intentions of our worldwide mission. 
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Respect and care for the elderly

 The message of Pope Francis on the elderly is also 
reflected in our Constitutions. It is written, “We 
esteem our aged confreres for their experience, 
their prayer, and the services they render. We 
keep them in contact with the community and 
give them our care and attention” (307). Our 
missions are blessed with elderly confreres with 
learned experiences and innumerable challenges. 
They carry with them lifeblood so necessary for 
the younger generations. They are irreplaceable 
vehicles for memory, origins, and history to wisely 
guide our present commitments and future 
undertakings. Taking care of them shall not be 
considered a burden. On the contrary, it is a 
responsibility and grace given to us. 

In dialogue, the elderly pass on the wisdom 
and rich experience to the young generation 
to encourage and inspire them to take on their 
challenges in living together and doing missions. 

And it is through dialogue, that the young 
generation expresses their respect, care, and love 
to the elderly confreres. 

Our senior confreres have much to teach us about 
the meaning of life. An old age that is cared for and 
appreciated is a precious gift for the generation to 
follow. Their lived mission experience and faith 
are the wisdom that matured over time. Their 
contribution can only be channeled by listening 
to them. Listening personally and directly to the 
story of lived faith is irreplaceable with all its 
highs and lows. This dialogue can help us face 
the ever-new questions and challenges raised by 
today’s rapidly evolving society. In such changing 
situations, the young generation is required 
to be creative. They need encouragement and 
motivation from the elderly confreres to do what 
they need to do in responding to the need of the 
time. Let us take every opportunity to reach out to 
them and to experience this significant dialogue of 
generations. 
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INDORE,     popularly known 
as Ahilyanagari, 

is the most populous city of Madhya 
Pradesh. It is an educational hub with 
an IIT and IIM campus.

The Society of the Divine Word began 
its founding ministry in India from 
Indore, and the Indian Province took 
shape. The central location of the city 
enabled our missionaries to travel in 
all four directions, and this led to the 
growth of the SVD mission in India into 
four Provinces and a Region.

The formation taking a prominent role 
in the training of indigenous priests and 
brothers for the missions, a plot of land 
was bought in 1948. It had a small farm 
house which was blessed on August 
22, 1951 on the feast of the Queenship 
of Mary (our patroness) and was used 
for the formation of seminarians. New 
construction on the property began 
shortly thereafter and was ready in 
1952.

Originally, the idea was to have the 
Novitiate and Philosophate at Palda. 
Although it ran for some time, the 
shortage of staff necessitated a split 
between the two, and the Philosophy 
and Theology students were shifted to 
Pune. Later, the Novitiate was moved to 
Khurda, and Palda was used exclusively 
for the Juniorate programme. It was 
in the early 70s that the present 
programme came in to existence.

This seminary has served many priests 
over the decades, including those who 
do not belong to the Society, as some 
esteemed diocesan priests have passed 
through the formation in Palda, which 
then was Catholic Ashram home. The 

JUNIORATE SIS COURSE, 
PALDA

Johny D’Souza SVD
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seminary is now the Juniorate for the whole of 
SVD in India. All Indian SVDs have passed through 
the portals of this house barring an exceptional 
few. This is the first place our students experience 
intercultural living, and then on they move ahead 
as one intercultural group.

In the Juniorate at Palda, students undergo what 
is popularly known  among SVDs as the SIS course. 
SIS stands for Spirituality, Integration and Studies. 
The students are guided according to the vision of 
the house: “To promote the potentialities of our 
formees through human, spiritual, intercultural 
and intellectual development for a worldwide 
mission”. At this stage of formation students 
grow in spiritual life while being initiated into an 
intercultural community lifestyle, and learns to be 
proficient in English. As one may have guessed, 
these three features promote the inculcation of 
the characteristics of a true missionary - a strong 
relationship with Christ, an easing into the culture 

of the missions and the use of language that 
will enable genuine evangelisation. Besides this, 
studies as an area in itself, includes training in life 
skills like computer education and typing, handling 
of electricity, first aid in medical emergencies and 
the like. There are also specific classes on SVD 
spirituality and the Charism of the Society, along 
with a continuous guided process of discernment. 
All in all, an year of formation in Palda brings 
human, spiritual, emotional and intellectual 
growth to all formees.

 This house has been called the Alma Mater 
of Indian SVDs as all SVD priests and brothers 
pass through Palda. Everyone has attested to 
the massive impact the SIS course has brought 
to bear on their lives and many more will in the 
future. Others who have left the seminary and 
found God’s calling in other walks of life (whom 
we fondly call ex-SVDs) remember the Juniorate 
as a year that changed their lives.
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VIDYA Niketan, Mysore is numerically 
the biggest formation house 

of the SVD in India. It is home for over 
seventy graduates this year. The steady 
and consistent number of brothers who are 
looked after by the three staff members in 
this house makes it a youthful and energetic 
house. 

The students study at St. Philomena’s 
College since 1974. Apart from the academic 
excellence, they are involved in extra-
curricular activities, and they secure many 
awards in the cultural and sports events of 
the college every year. 

The house stresses spiritual activities. The 
morning meditations on the  word of God 
is written by the brothers and corrected by 
the moderators. The various departments 
of the house is efficiently managed by the 
students who under the guidance of the 
staff develop the skill to efficiently run the 
community. The Arnold Jansen academy of 
the house conducts various activities on a 
regular basis to mould the skills and abilities 
of the brothers by conducting cultural 
competitions. 

Cultural feasts are highlighted in the 
liturgical celebrations and a grand cultural 
meal is prepared to give a basic taste of 
the variety and beauty of cultures to all 
in the community. This creates an air of 
understanding of the cultures that one has 
to learn to accommodate as the gifts of God 
to the human family. 

The three groups in the house compete 
with each other in the inter-class matches 
especially in sports activities leading to 
integration among them. This exercise also 
helps them to identify the hidden talents 
and fine tune them for future. 

VIDYA NIKETAN, 
MYSORE

Mathew Ezhupara SVD
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The community celebrates the family feast every 
year for a week as per the tradition of the society. 
The head senior and the house council plans the 
program well in advance with the help of the 
selected captains of the teams. This activity builds 
ups the community spirit as they learn to work 
together as a team in spite of the differences.

The house gives utmost importance to personality 
development and the discovery of  each one’s 
talents. Along with spiritual and communal 
growth , academic excellence is a demand one is 
expected to meet with a  minimum of 70% marks 
in the college examination. Side by side, basket 
ball and volleyball coaching is given periodically 
that help physical fitness. Musicians are groomed  
with the help of a variety of musical instruments  
which they make use in the parish liturgical 
activities on Sundays. 

Vidya Niketan lays a strong foundation for the 
over all growth of our young men who in turn 
become a blessing to many others as they go 
forth. We are ever grateful to the Holy Truine God 
for all the  showers of blessings.
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VIDYODAYA  is a School of the 
Gospel where 

physical, human, emotional, intellectual and 
spiritual growth is nurtured. We prepare our 
young men for a committed life in Christian 
ministry through a life of poverty, chastity 
and obedience. We lay a human, intellectual, 
emotional, and pastoral foundation for them. 
The means of achieving this goal is by specific 
course work and study such as Bachelor of 
Arts (B. A), Bachelor of Commerce (B. Com), 
Bachelor of Computer Science (B. Sc), field 
education, spiritual direction, conferences, 
seminars, and workshops, all given in a  
harmonious community context. 

Our seminarians in Vidyodaya are young 
adults ranging from 19 years to 23 years 
old, hailing from Andhra Pradesh, Goa, 
Kerala, Maharashtra, Mizoram, Orissa, 
Tamil Nadu and Telangana. At this stage 
of their life, Vidyodaya tries to introduce 
critical understanding and appreciation of 
themselves with a view to developing a 
realistic positive personality. Happiness is 
the outcome of an authentic self-knowledge 
and genuine self-acceptance. 

Spiritual formation focuses on reading, 
understanding and meditating the Word 
of God through various ways of meditation 
every week. It aims at maturing in Christian 
faith being enriched by the beliefs and values 
experienced by faith communities. Vidyodaya 
instills in the students the message that the 
Holy Eucharist, besides daily meditation, be 
the center of their thoughts, words, plans and 
activities. Our effort is to initiate them into 
the ministry of worship and sanctification.

Our effort is to set our seminarians free for 
Christ and His mission by imparting the value 
of poverty, chastity and obedience. Besides, 
we encourage and insist on appreciation for 
a blend of one’s own culture with that of 
others. These sets of disciplinary chores are 

VIDYODAYA, 
INDORE

Singarayar SVD
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ordered with concerted effort to one noble end: 
to become effective ministers of Christ found in 
the example of St. Arnold Janssen and Joseph 
Freinademetz. However, present day digital life 
style poses a huge challenge. The challenge is 
to develop in seminarians the value of human 
interconnectedness rather than being a digital 
seminarian.  We help them to overcome the 
overuse of cell phones although the advent of 
smart phones have created a new world. 

In Vidyodaya, we follow a three dimensional 
strategy: Instructive, Informative, and 
Inspirational. 

Instructive: We define what is formation, and the 
expected level of growth at this stage.

Informative: Explain and illustrate the essential 
dimensions (Physical, Intellectual, Emotional, 
Human, & Spiritual) of self-formation and 
evaluation.

Inspirational: Formators demonstrate each of the 
above mentioned dimension in a consistent way 
and make humble attempts to be a living image 
of Jesus.

Our hope is that all our seminarians, particularly 
those who pursue their college education, will 
embrace many challenges with the firm faith 
in our Lord Jesus who is the truest model and 
example of our missionary life and activities. 
For, in Him alone is our strength, hope, life and 
salvation.
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THE founding of a Novitiate for the 
Society of the Divine Word made 

significant event in the history of the 
Society in India. Ever since the arrival of SVD 
Missionaries, Khurda has been an active 
mission field and no wonder Khurda was 
chosen to be the place for the SVD Novitiate 
in India. St. Michael’s Catholic Ashram 
Khurda is the spiritual Gurukulam of the SVD 
in India.

The Generalate granted permission to start 
a Novitiate in Palda in 1951 and appointed 
Fr. Stanislaus Wald SVD as the first Novice 
Master. December 21, 1953, was a red letter 
day as the First Indian Novices made their 
First Profession.  Palda was fast becoming 
over-crowded by new vocations for both 
Priesthood and Brotherhood. When the 
building at Palda became too small, the 
novices had to seek temporary shelter 
elsewhere.  Fr. Felix Eckerman SVD was 
appointed Novice Master for the Clerical 
Novices on June 18, 1956 and the Novitiate 
was shifted from Palda to Catholic Ashram, 
Khurda on June 21, 1956. Thereafter, the 
Novitiate was blessed with the following 
Novice Masters: Fr. Thomas Lynch SVD, Fr. 
Jose Vazhayil SVD, Fr. P. A. Jose SVD, Fr. Philip 
Lukose SVD, Fr. Nicholas Martis SVD, Fr. 
Charles Pinto SVD, Fr. Jacob Vazhavelil SVD 
and Fr. Emmanuel Varghese SVD. Besides, it 
has given birth to hundreds of missionaries 
for world-wide mission. 

A year of Novitiate helps the novices to 
mature and clarify their vocation, enabling 
them to follow Jesus in an ever deeper way 
through a living union with the Divine Word. 
Novitiate programmes are framed in view of 
a radical transformation and re-orientation 
of the novices, helping them to inculcate 
values and deeper dedication to the Divine 
Will. No wonder then the Novitiate is one 

THE NOVITIATE 
FORMATION 

Emmanuel Varghese SVD
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of the most cherished experiences in the life 
of an Indian SVD. The vision of the Novitiate 
is: Human and Spiritual growth of the novices 
based on SVD Charism with discernment leading 
to the vows. Basically, “the Novitiate serves to 
mature and clarify a vocation. It provides a basic 
introduction to the following of Christ as outlined 
in the life and spirituality of the Society and in our 
constitutions; thus it leads one to follow him in an 
ever-deeper way. Through a living union with the 
Divine Word and through life in the community, a 
novice should come to understand himself more 
clearly and know our Society better so that he 
may make a mature and 
responsible decision 
about his vocation” 
(Cons. 512).

During this phase 
of formation, the 
novice, ever growing 
in awareness and 
appreciation of himself, 
of Christ, of the Church, 
of the Society and its 
apostolate, comes to a definite choice to live his 
life as a Divine Word missionary. This awareness 
and appreciation is facilitated through a variety 
of experiences, and a responsible and mature 
decision is made in the Holy Spirit through an 
ongoing discernment process by the novice, the 
Novice Master and the Novitiate community. It 
provides opportunities for God Experience and 
growing in Communion and Commitment to the 
Person of Christ.

In order to achieve the objectives of the novitiate, 
the resident staff members take regular classes 
based on the recommendations and expectations 
emphasized in the formation manual for novitiate 
besides personal guidance & counseling, spiritual 
directions and conferences. Apart from this, 
we also invite competent resource persons to 
introduce a number of courses such as study on 
scriptures, yoga, inter-personal relationships, 
religious  motivation & affective maturity,  group 

therapies and dynamics, JPIC, various methods 
of prayers, meditation, and psycho-spirituality to 
the novices. Holistic and integral development 
of each candidate is taken into consideration so 
that he may become an effective, intelligent and 
efficient religious missionary in the Society. 

The major program for the last six years has been 
the one month Arnold Janssen Spirituality retreat. 
It has been well received and appreciated by all 
stakeholders.  We have been able to rope in SVD 
confreres and SSpS sisters who have gone through 
similar retreat and workshop in Steyl. Besides, 
inputs on Trinitarian Missionary Spirituality 

is given greater thrust. 
Bible quiz is conducted 
every month to become 
familiar with the scripture. 
The Prologue of St. John’s 
gospel and Arnold Janssen: 
The Journey of a Man of 
Faith is learned by heart 
by the novices. Secondly, 
we conduct seminar and 
workshop on the four fold 

characteristic dimensions of the Society by inviting 
the Directors and Co-coordinators of Biblical 
Apostolate, Mission Animation, Communication 
& JPIC. Education & Formation Secretaries, Indore 
diocesan Youth director and his team, Family & 
Marriage coordinators (Lay Persons) are invited 
to share their experiences, possibilities and 
challenges. Every alternative year a 3 day seminar 
cum workshop on inter-novitiate i.e., SVD & SSpS 
inter-cultural competency is organized. Two 
SVDs and one SSpS sister of this seminar in Nemi 
conduct this particular program. 

The major challenge is to keep the novices rooted 
in the spirituality and charism of the founder, 
and be focused on the program of the novitiate 
particularly maintaining silence, punctuality and 
inter-culturality. There is always a temptation 
to get deviated from the ‘religious formation’ 
to secular way of living. But we stick to the God 
experiences that this place provides!
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THE inter-Provincial Education 
Assembly of the Society 

held at Vidya Niketan, Mysore in 1981 
decided to start our own Philosophate 
with a combined programme of 
philosophical studies with graduation 
in secular universities. This led to the 
formation of SVD Vidya Bhavan, the 
only philosophate of the SVD in India. 

The philosophical curriculum is 
so designed that the students are 
introduced to the rich intellectual 
traditions of both the East and the 
West. Care has been taken to avoid 
any overemphasis on any one system 
of thought at the expense of others. 
Along with the survey of the History 
of Western Philosophy, there is also 
a survey of the History of the Asian 
Philosophies. Such a comprehensive 
survey of the history of Eastern and 
Western Philosophies, we hope, will 
help students to gain a global vision 
of the human heritage. 

Religious pluralism is a reality. And 
there is a growing recognition of its 
legitimate place and role in shaping 
today's world. Familiarity with the 
major religions of the world, therefore, 
is an essential requirement in the 
formation programme. Accordingly, 
we have incorporated courses on 
major religions that purport to impact 
not just theoretical knowledge 
but some lived experience as well. 
Hence, exposure to some religious 
practices of non-Christians is always 
encouraged and promoted. 

Social Sciences have brought to the 
fore many aspects of human life that 

SVD VIDYA BHAVAN, 
BHOPAL

Augustine P.A. SVD
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were hitherto inadequately exposed or even 
totally unknown. Social, anthropological and 
psychological studies have also been incorporated 
into the syllabus with a view to impart an integral 
view of human life. Thus, the whole curriculum 
of the Institute is geared towards enhancing 
various dimensions that constitute human life in 
its entirety.

From 1993 to 1998, SVD Vidya Bhavan hosted 227 
Seminarians for their Philosophy cum Graduation 
studies.  From the time we started the exclusive 
SVD Philosophate in Bhopal, to this date 535 
scholastics have gone through its portals. The 
academic and other expenses of the Philosophate 
is met by the subsidies from the Generalate,  help 
from the benefactors and the INC province.  We 
are grateful to everyone who supported the 
education of our future missionaries from time 
to time.

It must be noted that the scholastics who have 
passed through the portals of this Institute have 
to a great realized its vision "to Reflect, to Remain 
in and to Radiate Christ's Love" in their personal 
lives.   Many missionaries in Indian Provinces, 
Region and the overseas SVD provinces/Regions/
Missions are effectively bearing witness to 
Christ's love is testimony to the fact that SVD 
Vidya Bhavan is living out its vision effectively.
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“DIAMONDS are forever” 
they say, and 

they have a sentimental value because of 
the bonding and permanence attached to 
it.

The same is true of the Divine Word seminary, 
Pune for the Indian SVD confreres. It is here 
that the fraters finally mould themselves 
to be disciples-missionaries-shepherds. 
The theological formation which comes 
as a culmination to initial formation seeks 
to mature them before being sent on a 
mission. The four- dimensional formation 
programme (Human, Spiritual, Intellectual 
and Pastoral) gives a clear direction to their 
formation for a fruitful religious- missionary 
journey. The initial enthusiasm of apostolic 
simplicity, ideal poverty and attentive 
listening to the whispers of the Holy Spirit 
in prayer, daily reading of the Word, etc. 
are given mature direction through a well-
balanced formation.

The four pillars of formation followed in 
Divine Word Seminary, Pune are: self-
transforming prayer, committed study, 
reflective silence and dedication to manual 
work. The spiritual formation has primacy 
over all other aspects of formation as the 
fraters are called to configure to Christ. 
It is not a ritualistic and routine-bound 
practice, but it seeks to integrate religious, 
moral, social, secular and cultural values. 
This also helps the formandi to grow in the 
love of God and neighbour. This is realized 
in fulfilling God’s will revealed through the 
Word of God and the Constitutions of the 
Society of the Divine Word.

The candidate in spiritual formation is 
guided to surrender oneself to the will 
of God and to appropriate the values 
of charity, humility, simplicity, etc. that 
are essential for a missionary. The daily 

DIVINE WORD 
SEMINARY, PUNE

Jesuraj Rayappan SVD
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Eucharist, reading of the word of God, meditation, 
recollections, elements of Arnold Jansen’s 
spirituality, para liturgical celebrations, spiritual 
direction help the formandi to discern the true 
spirit. In our efforts to instill love for silence and 
reflection, the formandi are initiated into the 
rich spiritual traditions of our land, like Vipasana, 
yoga, etc.

In the area of intellectual formation, seminarians 
are encouraged to deepen their faith through the 
study of Sacred Scriptures and Sacred Tradition 
of the church so that they may authentically 
proclaim Jesus the way, truth and the life to 
the faith communities they serve. This calls for 
timely exposure programme during formation 
with the goal of discovering the presence of God 
in the believing community and be enriched by 
it. With an initiation to the culture and language 
they understand the people and their faith. This 
also help the seminarians to shed the pride of 
clericalism and develop a disposition necessary 
to be servants of the Word incarnate.

The intercultural living is the way forward for a 
religious missionary disciple of the Divine Word 
whose heart is so warm to embrace people of all 
faith and ethnic affiliation. Our Constitution 503 
says, “Our formation is total and integral: it seeks 
to bring about human maturity, professional 
competence and committed faith.” This is a 
period marked by the hope and joy of following 
Jesus in which formandi prepare themselves for 
further mission.

We are religious missionaries and we grow 
as vowed religious. A deep appreciation of 
community life which can be carried forward 
beyond seminary structures of community into 
their mission appointments is the key. Formandi 
develop a love for community life which becomes 
an integral part of their identity. Personal maturity 
and openness to other people, culture and 
language is fundamental for religious missionary 
formation. Formandi examine their own 
personal biases, ethnocentrism while developing 
awareness of themselves as cultural beings.

DWS has offered effective religious missionary 
formation to nearly 800 priests and around 30 
Brothers in the 66 years of its existence. Among 
its alumni, 302  confreres are working in overseas 
mission. Among the alumni are archbishops, 
bishops, general councilors, provincials and other 
prominent missionaries, seeking to establish the 
kingdom of God in most trying situations. We 
have an archbishop in Zimbabwe and a bishop in 
Botswana among the Indian SVDs working abroad. 
They continue to bring glory to their alma mater 
through their witnessing life and commitment to 
the cause of God’s Kingdom.

In spite of the challenging tasks faced by formators, 
the ministry of formation is a golden privilege to 
mould and accompany the future missionaries. 
Divine Word Seminary, Pune is truly proud of her 
alumni, who “go into all the world and preach the 
gospel to the whole of creation.” (Mk 16:15).
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DIVYA Jyoti SVD Seminary at Sason, 
Odisha is a theological 

formation house that gives the SVD fraters 
not only a contextual mission overview of 
Christian revelation but also an experience 
of the lives of the people of Odisha in all 
its diversities. This seminary is situated at 
Debeipali, Sason, adjacent to Khristo Jyoti 
Mohavidyaloyo (KJM), the Inter-Diocesan 
Regional Theologate of Odisha.

Keeping in mind the contextual theological 
formation of missionaries, the Society of 
the Divine Word established Divya Jyoti 
SVD Seminary in 2008 in collaboration with 
KJM. The KJM began to accept SVD fraters 
as students of theology since 1997. With the 
inauguration of Divya Jyoti house, the SVD 
Fraters who had resided with the diocesan 
students at KJM until then moved to the new 
residence on October 1st, 2008. The house 
had three deacons, four scholastics with Fr. 
Lancy Rodrigues SVD as the first rector. Divya 
Jyoti has produced 47 missionaries of the 
Word along with 3 Deacons until now, raising 
the strength to 50 theologians formed in its 
abode. Currently, Divya Jyoti community has 
three members on the staff and 13 students.

With a clear-cut vision and mission in mind, 
the staff is actively involved in the pastoral 
ministry in Sambalpur parish, Tikrapara 
Dehat and various religious communities 
in Sambalpur. As qualified professors 
they continue to teach subjects related to 
theology and scripture, and serve as retreat 
guides. The fraters are involved in the 
following ministries: (i) Weekend diaconate 
ministry in different parishes of Sambalpur 
and Rourkela diocese. (ii). The weekend 
Family and Prayer Apostolate includes family 
visits and SCC at Tikrapara Dehat, Fatak, 
and Khetrajpur- the areas of Sambalpur 
Parish. (iii). Some students organize regular 
tuition for the children of the economically 

DIVYA JYOTI, 
SASON

Victor Rodrigues SVD
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backward in the nearby villages of Madhupur, 
Bhalukunda, and Talab. Besides regular tuitions, 
awareness programmes are organized every 
year and national festivities are celebrated. The 
annual sports day celebrations and seminars 
organized in the nearby villages and in Sambalpur 
parish has stamped our identity as ‘brothers’ 
thereby building bridges across caste, culture and 
religion. 

The contextual theology that our students 
undergo in Khristo Jyoti Mohavidyaloyo, Sason 
facilitates different exposure programmes. These 

exposure programmes help our students to have 
a broader understanding and openness to the 
realities of the present time, and thus prepare 
them for future mission. The five different 
exposure programmes are: Puri exposure 
programme (Historico-religious study of Odisha), 
Theologizing in Slum Context (One of the slums 
in Rourkela), Field study based on the annual 
seminar topic on tribal or Dalit reality, Ashram 
Experience (Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh), and 
Ecclesio-Eucharist exposure (One of the parishes 
of Odisha).       
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BROTHER vocation is unique. What 
give this vocation both 

meaning and identity is the life as consecrated 
religious. Religious Brotherhood has long had 
a special place in our Congregation because it 
responds to the unmet needs of our Congregation 
in evangelization, education and healthcare. 

Today we have two specific Brother Formation 
houses: in Jharsuguda, Odisha and in Alwal, 
Hyderabad. Brother Formation in INE was started 
by Bro. Joseph Kerketta SVD in 1976. We get many 
brother candidates every year from different 
dioceses and states. Always a special attention 
is given to recruit boys with a sound family 
background and with an average educational 
standard. Generally the vocations come from poor 
and middle class family. They undergo one year 
of orientation programme and +2 college studies, 
the same programme as in SIS programme at Palda 
and post-graduation studies.

Almost every year we have Bother candidates 

in the Noviciate. But ironically, in the noviciate 
brother candidates change over to priesthood. It 
may be pre-planned because our SVD constitution 
allows the candidates to do so. There are other 
external forces working on the candidates. First 
is the family. Present generation parents want to 
see their son as priest. In the society and in the 
religious circle the candidate is generally asked or 
encouraged to be a priest, and discouraged from 
being a brother. As our SVD constitution allows 
Brothers to switch over to priesthood, many of 
our consecrated Brothers all over the world have 
switched over to Priesthood after many years of 
their consecrated life. It has given very wrong 
message to Brother candidates. 

 Clerical service is an attraction in the society and in 
the church. But brotherhood is also attractive, and 
the religious men need to support and encourage 
them to be a religious Brother. They need to study 
together with clerical students since they are going 
to work together.

BROTHER FORMATION
Oscar SVD
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BIBLE SUNDAY AT VADIPATTI: IN THE BEGINNING WAS 
THE WORD…

Arockia Annai Shrine, Vadipatti organized Bible Day 
and Celebrated it in a very meaningful manner. “It is 
mainly aimed at inculcating God's love and His message 
for everyone. The Holy Bible continues to overflow with 
vast spiritual messages as well as intellectual meanings. 
We had a solemn Holy Eucharistic celebration by Rev. 
Fr Venice, LCB Secretary, Archdiocese of Madurai; the 
day was dedicated to the Word of God by venerating 
the Holy Bible. The homily was on the significance of the 
Holy Bible. It is to be read, studied, prayed, shared and 
lived. The Word of God needs to be incarnated in our 
daily encounters and transmit its values to all in a concrete 
way. The excellent Holy Bible exhibition was inaugurated 
and assessed after the Eucharistic celebration. All the 
parishioners and the Religious communities of our Parish 
with their full efforts portrayed innovative exhibition 
of the Bible passages. There were various competitions 
for the people, children and parish youth. Their active 
participation, competitive spirit was highly appreciable 
and admirable. The 2 biblical Short film ‘Prodigal son in 
today’s modern world’ produced by parish youth indeed 
lively and greatly commendable. Eventually it became a 
learning experience for all of us. The festive celebration of 
the Holy Bible Day wound up by distribution of the prizes 
to the all the winners at different levels and heartfelt 
gratitude expressed by the parish priest.

EXPOSURE OF THE SCHOLASTICS IN PHALSA

Divya Jyoti SVD Seminary, known for its 
contextualized theological formation, as a 
part of pastoral exposure organized a one-
day seminar on Arnold Janssen Spirituality 
at Phalsa parish in the diocese of Rourkela 
on September 4, 2022. The seminar began 
with the Holy Eucharist presided over by 
Fr. Sunil Damor, SVD, the Rector of Divya 
JyotiSeminary. Fr. Christu Raja Sekar V. 
SVD preached a meaningful homily on the 
importance of the spirituality of St. Arnold 
Janssen in the light of the Gospel reading 
of the day. Soon after the Holy Mass, a 
short program began with the enthronement 
of the Holy Bible. Fr. Sunil highlighted the 
spirituality of the family of St. Arnold and its 
relevance in today's context. A short video 
depicting the life and spirituality of Arnold 
Janssen and the SVD missionary activities 
in Odisha was presented. The brothers 
conducted action songs, which made the 
people's participation active and energetic. 
The enactment of a skit based on the life of 
St. Joseph Freinademetz helped the people 
to understand the life and the struggles of a 
missionary working in a foreign land. 

NEWS ACROSS THE PROVINCES

NEWS BRIEFS

SARVA VIDYA DEEPA, BAILHONGAL

T. Washington tells, “Those who are happiest are those who do the most for others.” This is the experience 
of Sarva Vidya Deepa, Bailhongal. Every year we cater some help to the needy children who take real 
interests in their studies. There is nothing more beautiful than someone who goes out of their way to make 
life beautiful for others. Helping hands are often rare yet it is the most compassionate thing anyone could 
do. Yes, with these sentiments, we at Sarva Vidya Deepa, Bailhongal distributed school note books and 
stationery to the needy and poor children who deserve it. Horace Mann says, “Doing nothing for others is the 
undoing of ourselves.” In fact, these are very true words of wisdom. 6 Ralph Waldo Emerson is of the opinion 
that the purpose of our life is not just to be happy. It is to be useful, to be honourable, to be compassionate 
and to make some difference in the lives of others and thus to demonstrate that we have lived and lived 
well”. Having sensed the need of the children for support to pursue their basic education we have reached 
out 32 school going children.



SVD INDIA MISSION MAGAZINE WORD INDIA    :      November 2022,   Vol I.     Issue VI

WORD INDIA E-MAGAZINE 2022

Page : 22

FINANCE: AN INTEGRAL OF PART OF OUR 
MISSION

P.T. Barnum once said, “Money is a terrible master but 
an excellent servant.” Two-day seminar on “Finance: 
An Integral part of our mission” was organized for 
all the procurators and those who deal with finance 
in the province on October 08 & 09, 2022 at Arnold 
Bhavan. About 40 confreres participated in the 
seminar cum workshop. Our auditors from S. Ramesh 
Babu & co and Nataraja Iyer & co sent their personnel 
to be our resource persons for the seminar. They gave 
inputs on the latest developments in FCRA and Trust 
related topics. We were called to change our way 
of accounting as per the recent developments and 
the laws that are enforced by the union government 
of India. All the confreres who participated gained 
a lot for the better way of accounting as well as 
to walk ahead smoothly through the challenges and 
demands of the recent times. The confreres were 
given inputs on budget preparation. Those who were 
not accustomed to tally programme, were given input 
and practical sessions. We appreciate and thank 
all the superiors for encouraging the confreres who 
deal with finance to participate. We wholeheartedly 
thank all those who participated in the two-day 
seminar cum workshop and for your cooperation to 
the fullest.

ARNOLD JANSSEN YOUTH MEET AT R. C. 
PURAM 

The world has changed drastically over the last 
generation – even over the past ten years. Our lives 
have become more connected through technology, 
a global economy, and social media. In order to 
break through this monotony, a Get – together was 
organized for all the Arnold Janssen Youth (AJY) 
from all the SVD Parishes in Telangana, on 31st 
August in St. John’s Church R.C Puram, Hyderabad 
for One Day. The theme for the youth meeting was 
– “Giving thanks to the Lord for gift of Life”. Nine 
priests and AJY youth from Five parishes were part 
of the celebration. The program was kick- started 

with adoration to the Eucharistic Lord led by Fr. Ravi 
Kumar Konda SVD, the Youth Coordinator of Andhra 
and Telangana states in INH province and Fr. Sagaya 
Raj SVD, the Parish Priest of   Sangareddy. We 
had a meaningful Eucharistic celebration which was 
presided over by Fr. Anil SVD, the Communication 
Coordinator of the INH province and the presence of 
all the parish priests added extra grace to program. 
About 53 youth participated in the programme. 
There were different games conducted for the 
youth. At the conclusion of the program, some youth 
exclaimed joyfully, “When will such a programme be 
arranged in future to give all glory to God Almighty 
for the good things we experienced through this 
programme!”

LIVING THE WORD IN THE WORLD

‘Living the Word in the World’ is a new initiative 
of the INM Mission office in collaboration with the 
Gyan Ashram Media Centre in order to digitalize 
the rich missionary experiences of our confreres 
and our associates. Hence, Fr. Jolly and Fr. Ronald 
have planned to interview the persons either in 
Andheri or in your respective place of ministry. 
They desire that the confreres share the following 
aspects of your life stories: 1. Your vocation stories 
2. Challenges and inspirations of missionary life 
as Divine Word Missionaries 3. Your achievements 
and contributions to the Church and society 4. Your 
message to the confreres and the people They wish 
to interview those in the province, those who returned 
to INM from other provinces, Missionaries who are 
in transit for home leave, and young missionaries 
who are preparing to go to the new Missions. 
The main objectives of this noble initiative are: • 
Vocation promotion/formation. • Mission Animation 
• Inspirational Testimonies to inspire others • In 
preparation for the 150th anniversary of our SVD 
foundation and our forthcoming General Chapter. In 
order to actualize the above initiative Fr. Jolly and 
Fr. Ronald are requesting your active involvement, 
cooperation and availability. Let us support this new 
initiative with our prayers.

NEWS ACROSS THE PROVINCES
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NEWS ACROSS THE PROVINCES

ISHVANI KENDRA'S OVERSEAS MISSION 
ORIENTATION 

At the beginning of the new academic year, Ishvani 
Kendra opened its door to 37 young and energetic 
missionaries preparing to go on overseas missions. 
They came from ten different states of India and 
belonged to eleven congregations. Among them were 
nine SVD priests. These 37 missionaries are already 
assigned to 27 other countries on all six continents. 
They will go to their missions as soon as possible.

 The missionaries were oriented with inputs on 
cultural and psychological transition, intercultural 
communication, and Indian faith traditions, among 
others. This year ten missionary sisters and priests 
of Indian origin from seven different countries 
joined the participants living on zoom to share their 
experiences and challenges. Three other SVDs on 
holidays in India also came in person to share and 
inspire the aspiring ones. Sr. Edita Maria Ulman 
SSpS, a student in Bangalore from Ukraine, shared 
her experiences in India and the agony the people 
of war-torn Ukraine faced. 

The Overseas Mission Orientation (OMO) course is 
Ishvani Kendra's unique contribution to the Church in 
India to prepare its missionaries to serve in missions 
abroad. We are indeed happy and privileged to be 
of service in the humble efforts of the Indian Church 
to be part of the worldwide mission entrusted to 
us by Jesus to "make disciples of all nations" (Matt 
28:19). 

RETIRED CONFRERES MOVE INTO THEIR NEW 
HOME IN INC

 October 5th, on the day of Dussera and on the feast 
St. Faustina, the retired and sick confreres shifted to 
the much awaited new St. Joseph's home at Palda. I 
truly appreciate the real missionary spirit with which 
the confreres moved into their new house leaving the 
old rooms in which they stayed long and the familiar 
surroundings of Seva Sadan Campus. The spacious 
and well equipped house will facilitate a good living 
for our senior confreres. I wish them a beautiful, 
happy and healthy life in their new home.

MIGRANT YOUTH DAY IN GOA

“Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, 
to a city of Judah” (Lk 1: 39). This was the theme for the 
National Youth Day 2022. Keeping this theme in mind, 
Arnold Seva Kendra, Goa (ASK, Goa) celebrated its 
first ever Migrant Youth Day for the Chotanagpur 
youth on 21 August. The Chotanagpur Youth Group 
Executive Committee headed by Fr. Michael Pereira 
SVD, came together more than a month in advance 
to plan out the day with a view to make this day a 
memorable day for the migrant youth. More than 
120 youth participated in the celebration. They were 
divided in to seven different groups, namely, Verna, 
Varca, Collem, Sanvordem, Velsao, Fatorpa and 
Betalbatim, roughly representing the villages where 
they come from.

 The celebration commenced with a Solemn Youth 
Day Eucharistic Celebration presided over by Fr. 
Anthony Soreng OP. This was followed by a short 
session by Fr. Joseph Nazareth SJ where he stressed 
on dreaming big and to becoming someone great 
in life. After a short break for refreshments, a lot 
of competitions, group games and dances were 
conducted in which the youth could display their 
talents and work together in their respective groups. 
The activities also included a Slogan contest, a 
colourful fashion show where the youth brought out 
the various cultures and traditions of India. Finally, 
the day ended with prize distribution and giving 
away of the medals. The Youth group from Collem 
secured the first place; Varca group begged the 
second place and Fatorpa group managed to get the 
third place. The dignitaries included Fr. Donato, the 
in-charge of the migrants for the diocese of Goa, Fr. 
Joaquim Fernandes SVD, Fr. Joseph Nazareth SJ., Fr. 
Blaise Lobo, assistant Youth director for the diocese 
of Goa and Fr. Basil SJ, the Principle of Loyola High 
School Margao. This was the first time the migrant 
youth gathered together for such a celebration. The 
Youth went back home with a lot of happiness and 
joy hoping that such celebrations would be there in 
the future as well. 
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NEWS ACROSS THE PROVINCES

GRANDPARENTS AND ELDERLY DAY 

On July 24, Ambassa Parish celebrated 
grandparents and elderly day and felicitated 
around 40 of them. Those 75 years of age and 
above were invited to participate in the Holy Mass 
on that Sunday. Fr. Ivan D'Silva SVD presided 
over the Eucharist and called on the faithful to 
pray for the grandparents. During the felicitation, 
one of the elderly, Mr. Nagendra Marak, was 
called to speak a few words. He said, "I never 
expected to be called to speak, but I am grateful 
12 Asia Pacific Zone August/September 2022 
for our parish leaders. At the age of 80, I was 
honored and called to speak. I am pleased with 
this gesture of love, and I feel I am still strong 
enough to spread the Word of God". Then, the 
grandparents and the elderly were served a 
special meal.

A TRIBUTE OF LOVE

On 18 August 2022, we received the shocking 
news of the untimely demise of Fr. Petrus Kullu, 
Provincial Superior of India East Province. We 
had prayed and hoped, when he was in the 
hospital due to pneumonia and Covid, that he 
would recover and get back to his job but the 
divine plan was something different and beyond 
our comprehension. I attended the funeral service 
held on 20 August at Jharsuguda and on behalf 
of the province paid our tribute of love by placing 
a wreath at his portrait as the mortal remains 
could not be brought to the church because of 
the Covid-19 protocols. Archbp. John Barwa 
officiated at the funeral Mass held at St. Arnold’s 
church, Jharsuguda and was attended by three 
Bishops, all the sub-zone Provincial and Regional 
Superiors, a large number of SVD confreres, 
diocesan clergy, religious, family members, 
relatives, friends and well-wishers. After the Mass 
he was laid to rest at Shanti Bhavan cemetery. Fr. 
Victor Rodrigues has assumed the responsibility of 
the Provincial Superior of INE province. 

FORMATORS’ SEMINAR

The time and space dimensions of human existence 
demand that everything human must evolve and 
change. This applies to the field of religious, missionary 
formation as well. That is why; our formation 
programme envisages regular ongoing formation 
for the formators. Inspired by this vision, a two-day 
Formators’ Seminar in two batches was organized for 
all the formators of India Sub-zone on August 12 & 
13 and 16 & 17. The venue was the recently built, 
state-of-the-art convention centre, Snehalaya, Indore. 
The resource person was Fr. Joe Mathias, SJ, former 
Rector of Papal Seminary, and former Director of 
NVSC, Pune. The seminar was entitled “The Role of the 
Formators in facilitating the process towards Integral 
Formation”. 50 confreres participated in the seminar. 

With the help of relevant Church documents dealing 
with formation and with insights gleaned from experts 
in the field of developmental psychology, Fr. Mathias 
familiarized the participants with the concept of 
“integral formation”. He then proceeded to help them 
understand the precise role that a formator must play 
in facilitating the transformation of the formandi. The 
sessions were made vibrant by spirited interactions 
and lively discussions from the part of the participants 
in addition to the stirring presentation of the topics by 
the resource person. 

The Provincial of INC, Fr. Joemon Alackal, took keen 
interest in the conduct of the seminar through frequent 
enquiries about the progress of its preparations, 
by officiating at the Inaugural Eucharist of both the 
batches and then giving a thought-provoking keynote 
address at the opening session on each occasion. 
The staff of Snehalaya being aware that it was the 
first major SVD gathering to take place under their 
roof went out of their way to do everything for the 
seminar’s unfolding. It was indeed armed with the 
warm feeling of having lived through a wholesome 
learning experience that the participants returned to 
their respective formation communities. 
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DISASTER MANAGEMENT POLICY IN THE MAKING

A meeting of confreres from the various JPIC centres 
in INM was held at Atma Darshan on Thursday, 11th 
August 2022 along with the Provincial Superior and 
the Mission Secretary, to discuss and deliberate 
upon a working paper, in the process of drafting a 
disaster management policy for the INM Province. Fr. 
Richard Mathias, Provincial Superior, INM addressed 
the confreres gathered from across the province and 
initiated the discussion. The sessions were presided 
over by Fr. Richard Quadros. It may please be 
recalled that our Generalate has already drafted 
a Disaster Management policy for the whole Society 
and has recommended to all the provinces to come up 
with a Disaster Management policy. 

The participants of the meeting were Frs. Richard 
Mathias, Jolly Kuriakose, Richard Quadros, Mathew 
Korattiyil, Cosmos Ekka, Mahipal Toppo, Michael 
Pereira, Richard D’Almeida, Mathew Nirappel Joe 
Prabhu, Babu Kakkaniyil and Mrs. Susan Norohna 
(DDW). The participants had a rather elaborate 
discussion on the Working Paper prepared by Fr. 
Richard Quadros in consultation with the Resource 
Persons of the Disaster Management Workshop - 
Prof. Jacqueline Joseph and Prof. Mahesh Kamble, 
held in March 2022, in order to make a draft policy 
on Disaster Management. The meeting delegated 
a three member committee, headed by INM JPIC 
Coordinator, Fr. Babu Kakkaniyil and Frs. Richard 
Quadros and Mathew Korattiyil, to come up with the 
Policy and submit it to the Provincial Council by the 
end of October 2022.

MIGRANT’S WELFARE SCHEME, KERALA

Sarva Seva Sangh, Kerala involved in the 
empowerment of guest labourers (inter-state 
migrants) in Kerala has joined hands with the State 
Government in enrolling the guest labourers across 
the civil districts of Kottayam, Idukki, Ernakulam and 
Alappuzha, in the newly mandated insurance scheme 
of 8 the Government of Kerala for the welfare of the 
migrants. Sarva Seva Sangh has already organized 
nine enrolment camps and registered nearly 600 
persons in this welfare scheme. The scheme provides 
Rs. 2,00,000/- for accidental deaths at work site, 
Rs.25,000/- for medical insurance and Rs. 25,000/- 
for every case of death and a maximum amount of 
Rs. 50,000/- for airlifting the dead body to their 
State of origin. SSS–Kerala is currently involved in 
availing the benefits of this scheme for one family 
from Nagaland who lost a member while in Kerala 
due to the sudden death. 

SSS - Kerala is extending various need based 
services to the migrant population in three districts 
in their time of crisis. It has also helped over 100 
persons for finding suitable jobs with reasonable 
salary, safe working conditions and with food and 
accommodation, especially for persons from Assam, 
Odisha and Jharkhand. 

The centre has also swung back to its regular activities 
of monthly pastoral care which involves confessions, 
Holy Mass (Hindi and Odiya), and need based 
counselling guidance and crisis management support. 
Currently Masses are offered on a monthly basis in 15 
places across 8 dioceses and these are attended by 
nearly 900 people. While Hindi Masses are offered 
at 13 places, two Masses are offered in Odiya.

NEWS ACROSS THE PROVINCES

TEEN SUICIDE-FREE MUMBAI

In the past few months, Atma Darshan has been collaborating with Snehaangan, a volunteer movement of like-
minded people from all walks of life. The vision of the movement is ‘Teen suicide-free Mumbai’. The mission 
is to empower teachers, mentors, parents and coaches through psychosocial awareness and to be a go-to 
support group for prevention of death by suicide. So far, a number of online seminars and workshops have 
been conducted for teachers and school personnel. In mid-September a street-play on suicide awareness was 
done at (NMIMS) Narsee Monjee Institute of Management Studies, Vile Parle. The group expects to reach out 
to a number of schools and colleges in Mumbai to create awareness on suicide prevention; counselling; helpline; 
rehabilitation; support-groups, etc.
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St.Arnold's Parish Madri was happy to host Deanery 
level youth program on 26, September 2022. Youth 
from Udaipur, Jhadol, Ogna Daiya Bhuja and Madri 
gathered for one day program. In the program 110 
youth, diocesan youth director and one each priest 
and youth animators from the parishes were present. 
The program began at 9.00 a.m and concluded at 
4.30 p.m. The program began with prayer, lighting of 
lamps, input session, group discussion, group activities, 
and life experience sharing by the youth who got 

government jobs, Bible quiz and holy Eucharist. At 
the end the program was concluded with a meal. 
The program was very much appreciated by all the 
youth as the whole program was well organized. St. 
Arnold's Parish Madri received first Prize in Bible quiz 
in Diocese level, Jyoti Sangh convention organized at 
Banswara. We appreciate the parents of the children 
who were very co-operative in sending the children to 
the parish for almost one month for practice. 

ST.ARNOLD'S PARISH MADRI 

NEWS ACROSS THE PROVINCES

Gonpada Navjeevan Welfare Trust (GNWT) is 
a community-based organization which has been 
undertaking various welfare activities among the 
backward and marginalized population of West 
Bengal for their empowerment and upliftment. The 
Trust focuses mostly on children, youth, and women 
as it believes that they are the basis for change in 
the community. The Trust has 5 major sector specific 
areas which are Education and Skill Development, 
Women Empowerment and Capacity Building, 
Nutrition, Health and Hygiene, Livelihood Activities 
and Preservation and Protection of Environment 
under which it undertakes various intervention and 
outreach activities areas to bring about the holistic 
development of these backward and marginalized 
population. 

The GNWT conducted a series of social awareness 
program against Child Marriage and Importance 
of Education among the marginalized population in 
6 villages namely Nilpura, Mogalmari, Nimapada, 
Chowkismailpur, Sakharidanga and Bezda West 
Bengal from 15th to 30th October 2022. The Social 

Awareness Program was conducted in these villages 
with the help of the 2nd Year Novices of the Bethany 
Sisters from Barasat. The sisters stayed in the villages 
with the families for a period of one month where 
they worked to reach out to the villagers. The Staff 
with the help of the sisters prepared a program to 
raise awareness among these villagers with the aim 
of making an impact to bring about change in their 
lives. The objective of conducting the social awareness 
program on Child Marriage and importance of 
Education was to make them aware of illiteracy and 
early marriage among children and youth in these 
villages. The intervention by the Social Awareness 
Program was done through theme-based dramas, 
dances, and songs. The sisters prepared and taught 
the children, youth, and women- drama, dances, and 
songs which later they performed during the Social 
Awareness Program. As a result, the children, youth, 
and women, not only became aware about child 
marriage and importance of education but also 
participated in imparting awareness to the villagers 
of their respective villages about it.

AWARENESS TOWARDS EMPOWERMENT 

SHARING INE MISSION DYNAMICS AT ANDHERI

Responding to the invitation from Sacred Heart Parish, Andheri, Fr. Luvis Ronald Pereira and Fr. Dixon Lawrence D’ 
Souza represented India-East Province (INE) at Andheri. The sole focus was to conscientize the parishioners about 
the mission dynamics in INE that transforms every SVD missionary into creative missionary disciple rooted in the 
Word. This invitation during the extraordinary month of mission (October 29-30, 2022), provided an opportunity 
to present the stark mission context of the Dalits and Tribals of Odisha, Jharkhand, and West Bengal. On this 
occasion, the INE Mission Secretary presented the missionary dynamism of India-East Province (INE) through a 
video presentation titled “In Word and Deed”. 
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The much-awaited day finally arrived as Arnold 
Janssen has been carried forward twenty two novices 
professed their temporary through these young minds. 
vows on October, 09, 2022 in the presence of The 
Eucharist was presided over by Archbishop over 
fifty priests, a good number of religious Emeritus Leo 
Cornelio SVD, who in his homily men and women, and 
a large number of family stressed on the primary 
importance of being members and local laity. The day 
was filled joyful as religious. Dwelling further on the 
with God's immense blessings on the novices. current 
prevailing situation in India, he exhorted The novices 
discerned their vocations through the newly professed 
members to evangelize the promptings of the Holy 

Spirit and joyfully 'wounded world' through our way 
of life and accepted Jesus' invitation to follow him 
witness than merely preaching through words. closely. 
With the untiring guidance and The vows ceremony 
was officiated by Fr. Joemon accompaniment of the 
Novice Master, Fr. James SVD, the Provincial Superior 
INC, who Emmanuel Varghese, the Society of the 
Divine welcomed the new members to the Arnoldus 
Word is blessed with twenty two young and family 
with grateful hearts, saying, that the entire energetic 
members. It's so amazing as to Society 'delights in 
them.' It was indeed a grand realize how the legacy 
of our founder St. celebration to behold! 

NEWS ACROSS THE PROVINCES

STOP CHILD BEGGARY, STOP CHILD LABOUR

‘Do not give money to begging children; do not buy materials sold by children. Give to needy children what they 
need, not money. By giving money to a begging child you make the child a beggar for life’. Sarva Seva Sangh, 
Pune, which had begun its campaign against child beggary and child labour from the year 2020 conducted 
awareness programme on child beggary in two schools in September 2022 to sensitize the students to this 
issue. The awareness programme was conducted at Holy Spirit School, Lonikand on 14th September and in St. 
Clare’s School, Nana Peth on 15th September. The students in Kindergarten and Primary section were made to 
understand the ill effects of child beggary and child labour through short interactive sessions while the students 
in higher section were sensitized with the help of banners and posters. The students were also given handbills 
containing awareness messages on child beggary and child labour to be given to their parents to sensitize the 
family as well. The young students were made to understand that when a child is hungry the mother gives food to 
the child, not money. Children who are made to beg or sell materials on the streets lose their right to education 
and many children misuse money to purchase harmful materials and get addicted at their tender age. Sarva 
Seva Sangh also conducted a survey of begging children in Pune city during July and August 2022 and the 
report was submitted to the District Women and Child Development Officer, Child Welfare Committee and to 
the Special Juvenile Police Squad. Public awareness is being created in the city through 50 auto rickshaws by 
displaying posters.

22 NOVICES TAKE THEIR FIRST VOWS
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Fr. Joseph Vayalil, an embodiment of a true missionary 
died on October 07, 2022 after he suffered a stroke 
a month ago at St Joseph’s home, Indore.

Fr. Vayalil was born 
on 26 February 
1941 at Aruvithara, 
in Kottayam District 
of Kerala to late 
Mr Chacko and late 
Mariam and he has 
two brothers and a 
sister. He joined the 
Society of the Divine 
Word at Palda on 
June 01, 1958, and 
after completing his 
formation he was 
ordained a priest on 
October 28, 1969.

From 1969 to 1975 he worked at Catholic Church 
Dhani, Indore Diocese, following which he was 
appointed to St Thomas minor seminary at MHOW 
as its rector. Although he was assigned to formation 
ministry, his heart was in the mission; that is why he 
remained for the next twelve years at Jhalod mission 
in Panchmahal District of Gujarat. At this time the 
Jhalod mission witnessed manifold growth not only 

in the number of people who accepted the good 
news, but also those who have benefitted socially. 
As a matter of fact he was one of the important 
consignees for the CRS in Panchmahal District of the 
Baroda Catholic diocese for several years. From 
1988 to 1991 he worked at Sanjeli mission, and 
then in Kadana mission where he built up the station 
to the best of his ability. The next four years he spent 
at Devgarh where he worked with patience and 
faith – the hallmark of his personality. From 2004 to 
2015 he worked as Parish Priest at Catholic Church 
Godhra. For the next five years he came  to Kadana 
and in 2020 to Muvalia mission. While moving to 
Muvalia he would be found in the villages interacting 
with the poor and marginalised – something that he 
cherished doing all his life.

Fr. Vayalil possessed a calm demeanour and yet he 
was passionate about opening new mission frontiers 
to work in them. Fr. Vayalil has played a significant 
role in the Pachamahal districts’ mission trajectory - 
his karmabhumi.  Fr Vayalil was a friend of the poor 
and the needy; he spared no efforts to reach out to 
those who needed help in their life. Wherever he 
worked he always promoted education and health 
care. In short he lived an authentic missionary life 
dedicated to the good of others. His mortal remains 
were laid to rest at the garden of resurrection 
cemetery at Palda on October 10.

ONLINE MISSION ROSARY FOR THE LAY PARTNERS OF INDIA SUB-ZONE

In his Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae, Holy Father John Paul II urged Christian families to pray in their 
home by reciting the rosary: “We need to return to the practice of family prayer continuing to use the Rosary.” 
The lay partners of India Sub-Zone as an extended SVD family came together on Zoom platform on all the five 
Saturdays of the month of October 2022 to pray Rosary. During our online Rosary on all the Saturdays, we 
reflected on the Mysteries of Mission: the Incarnation, the Epiphany, the Calling of the Twelve Disciples for the 
Mission, the Washing of the Feet and the Mission Sending of the Disciples to the World. The mission secretaries of 
respective provinces and region in collaboration with lay partner groups in their provinces and region prepared 
the Rosary programme and conducted it. Most of the lay partners participated in the online Rosary on all the 
Saturdays. For all the lay partners it was a time of prayer, being with each other to experience the SVD family 
spirit, and express their solidarity with worldwide mission. 

GRATEFUL FAREWELL TO FR. JOSEPH VAYALIL SVD
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Bp. Alphonse Bilung SVD, Bishop emeritus of 
Rourkela of Orissa breathed his last at the age of 
89 on 11th November 2022 at Catholic Mission 
Hospital, Nuagaon (Rourkela). The funeral Mass 
was held on 15th of November 2022 Tuesday 
at Kesramal Parish followed by the burial in the 
Parish cemetery.  

He was born on 05.06.1933 to 
Late Mr. Paulus Bilung and Mrs. 
Paulina Bilung at Dandjamura, 
Kusumdegi Parish. He joined 
SVD Seminary at Palda, Indore 
in 1951.After completing his 
novitiate, he made his first 
profession at Palda, Indore 
in 1956. He completed his 
Philosophy (1958) and Theology 
(1961) in Pune. He made his 
final Profession in 1961 and 
was ordained a priest on 3rd 
October 1961 at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral of Rourkela Diocese.  

After his pastoral course at 
Jharsuguda, he was appointed 
to Sambalpur Mission in December 1961.  He was 
the Assistant Priest at Kesramal from 1962 -1964.
and Hostel Superintend at Gaibira from 1964-1965. 
He was re-appointed at Kesramal from 1966-70 
as In-charge of the school. Later in 1970 he went 
Rome for his Nemi Course and completed M.Th in 
Louvain University, Belgium from 1970-1972 . He 
was appointed as the Rector of SVD Community 
and Secretary of the New Odisha High School 
Gaibira in 1972. It was during this time, Most Rev. 
Hermann Westermann, SVD, the then Bishop of 
Sambalpur, along with Late Fr. Liam Horsfall, SVD, 
the then Regional Superior asked him to be the 
Vicar General of the Diocese Sambalpur. To this 
invitation he said, “I am ready to accept this post, 
but give me a small parish. I want to be a pastor and 

serve the people.” Therefore, he was appointed as 
the Parish Priest of the Catholic Church Hamirpur 
in 1972 as well as the Vicar General of the Diocese.  

In 1974, Most Rev. Raphael Cheennath, SVD 
succeeded Bp. Westermann, as the bishop of 
Sambalpur Diocese. Once again he was appointed 
as the Vicar General of Sambalpur Diocese. After 

a year in 1975, he was appointed 
as the Regional Superior of 
Sambalpur Region of the SVD at 
Jharsuguda. He was appointed 
one of the General Consulters for 
the Generalate at Rome in 1977. 
While in Rome, in 1979, Rourkela 
Diocese was carved out from 
Sambalpur Diocese, and he was 
appointed as the first Bishop of 
Rourkela Diocese. His Episcopal 
Ordination was on 3 November 
1979. Since then he served the 
diocese of Rourkela as a Good 
Shepherd for 30 long years.

During these 30 years he worked 
tirelessly for the faith formation, 

proclamation, evangelization, education, health 
care, vocation and socio-economic development 
.  Due to his hard work and zeal for the soul, the 
Christian population grew day by day. The number 
of priests and the Religious Vocation also grew. For 
the growth and faith formation of the people, many 
parishes were established in the rural as well as in 
the urban areas and many Religious Congregations 
were invited to work in the Diocese. In the field 
of education his achievements and contribution 
will be remembered for the generations to come.  
He knew his faithful by name. He knew the life of 
the people and reached out to them. He worked 
cordially with the Government officials.  He was a 
priest for 61 years and a Bishop for 43 years.  

GRATEFUL FAREWELL TO BP. ALPHONSE BILUNG SVD 
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