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To all Provincial and Regional Superiors of the Zone Europe  

 
Re: Addressing the current refugee crisis in Europe, Appeal of JPIC coordinators 
 
Dear Confreres! 
We, JPIC Coordinators of the Zone Europe, gathered at our regular Zonal Meeting 
9-13 September 2015, in Nitra, Slovakia, felt an urgent need to address in 
particular the migrant/refugee/asylym seekers crisis in Europe. Being aware that:  

- this crisis will be tackled more effectively only when the whole province 
(confreres living in our mission houses, small communities, parishes...) takes 
it for its own;  

- one of the duties of a JPIC coordi

Superiors, Section A13, 4.5.2);  
- issues pertaining to refugees and migrants will remain for many years to 

come; 
we call on all Provincial/Regional Superiors tto hold an ordinary (or extraordinary) 
council meeting or provincial assembly or to apply any other administrative  
measures in order to elaborate an action plan to handle this crisis on local level as 
soon as possible. The JPIC coordinator should be directly involved and present at 
all these deliberations.  
JPIC coordinators will report about the concrete actions/action plans taken by their 
Provinces/Region in their report at the end of the 2015.  
A List of Possible Actions ((LPA) elaborated by the JPIC coordinators, indicates 
actions around which Action plan of a Province/Region should be created.  
Provinces that have already been dealing intensively with this crisis and adopted 
necessary measures, should compare LPA below with their own measures so as to 
check whether there is something they may also adopt. 
 
A List of Possible actions taken by Provinces (to the extent of action not yet taken). 

1. Collaboration and consultation with local organizations like Local Governments, 
Dioceses, Caritas, Religious institutes and Lawyers only in collaboration we 
can be effective). 

Tel.: 0043 - 2236 - 803 - 250 
Fax  0043 - 2236 - 803 - 5 
E-Mail: zoneeuropesvd@steyler.at 



2. Establishing the link between JPIC coordinators in Europe (phone contact or 
otherwise) in order to assist better to refugees passing from one country to 
another. (especially in case of refugees looking for first contact persons in 
country they are heading to).

3. Collaborate with the JPIC coordinators of countries of origin of refugees (from 
Africa) to make people, especially the youth, aware of the realities in Europe.
(some have unrealistic expectations/dreams of living in Europe).

4. Sharing information/Reporting of activities for refugees through Zonal and 
Generalate JPIC Coordinators within the zone. (for knowing what is going on, 
learning from each other and mutual encouragement).

5. Publishing activities: Reports on the Generalate, Provincial and VIVAT 
International websites. (this provides Info for confreres from other Zones, as 
well as for general public).

6. Raising awareness in our Society as well as in general public of the necessity of 
an welcoming attitude towards refugees and migrants, bringing this issue also 
into our ministry to Family and Youth. (counteracting possible fears and 
showing that Welcoming Strangers is a part of our SVD vocation).

7. Forming lay groups at our parishes ready to
. (important to animate our lay partners and work together with them).

8. Check possibilities of hosting refugees in our own structures (mission houses) or 
parishes run by SVD and in Diocesan parishes in which we take part in the 
pastoral  care. (
community, monastery and sanctuary to take in one refugee family).

9. Tackle on root causes of why people leave their home countries
a) Economic injustice
b) Environmental issues

i) In the spirit of the encyclical Laudato Si, and in collaboration with VIVAT 
and AEFJN we continue to work for the environmental issues; Land 
grabbing, Deforestation, Water,

c) Celebrating the days related to JPIC issues (World Refugee Day, World Day 

10. USG/UISG should appeal to EU political leaders. 

.

On behalf of all JPIC provincial Coordinators of the Zone Europe

In Verbo Divino

P. Marcel Kakrabah Quarshie, SVD P. Peter Dusicka, SVD
JPIC Area Coordinator Zonal Coordinator

cc. Generalate JPIC Coordinator
ASPAC, AFRAM, PANAM Zonal Coordinators


