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MISSION RESPONSE TO COVID-19 

( A Short Flashback Reflection)  

By. Benignus Wego, SVD* 

Under the clear sky of early March, I was personally 

informed by the Lake Memorial Hospital President 

CEO Mr. Larry Graham. He looked at me and clearly 

stated: ‘we are locking down’. I understood that the 

hospital is preparing to face, deal with and even confront 

a serious threat. I took a moment of silence before 

having some serious and important conversation and 

consultation with medical professionals regarding the 

threat. The hospital began to move quickly and fast, 

preparing all that is necessary. Few days after, I was told 

not go to the hospital. “It is bad!” one told me.  “I must 

highly be cautious. The threat is dangerous.” I reflected. 

Announcement then came stating that only the essential 

offices and their employs will remain open and function. 

Where am I? 

In early days after the lockdown, the hospital seemed 

quiet. There was no busy movement as usual. I could 

feel loneliness. And outside the hospital, there was 

ongoing fear and panic attack as I was told, “Toilet 

paper are out of stock. Every day’s cleaning materials 

have been sold out.” “What are we going to do with 

cleaning stuff and materials?” I said to myself. 

I took time and cool myself off. Then, I went to the (IT) Internet Technology Department and asked 

for assistance. My cell phone needed to be programed for certain function, as I understood myself 

under the Hospital Information Protection Agency (HIPA). Hospital information must be highly 

secured and protected. Confidentiality and the right of privacy of patient must be highly observed 

and managed. Thankfully, it did not take me a long time to set the phone for online prayer and 

Sacramental service. 

Few days later after having necessary, proper, and important information in relation to technological 

equipment I had on hand, I started communicating with nurses who were in charge with Covid-19 

patients. I made a phone call with nurses in charge. She or he would locate the moving wireless 

phone, close to the covid-19 patient. Online prayer service and the service of the Sacrament of the 

Sick began. It did not take time longer than 5 to 7 minutes, however, it took longer time for 

preparation and gathering of family who were far from each other and physical distance was required. 

As soon as praying with covid-19 patient was over, the service will continue with patient’s family 
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and friend after being called/informed and invited in advance. By this simple way, I can reach as 

many family members and friends of patient as possible, from where they stay or live, around the 

country, whether local or outside the local area. 

I can briefly say that making phone calls, praying with and through the phone, located near Covid-

19 patient, with loved ones, helps contributing to the process of recovery of patient, connecting and 

bringing family together on the other hand. I learnt that, with the ‘no visitor is allowed’ policy, 

patients, whether covid-19 or non-covid-19, must take their staying in the hospital alone. 

I made another observation. Since the outbreak of the virus in our area, it forced the hospital for 

restructuring. The units where Covid-19 patients have been hospitalized and taken care of, are highly 

secured and only being visited and officiated by secured dressed of nurses or doctors. That means the 

non-essential hospital professionals, workers, care givers etc. cannot go in and out from the covid-

19 units. This helps to prevent the spread of virus. So, I provided the prayer service, and the service 

of Sacraments and spiritual conversation from any rooms located close to covid-19 units such as 

conference room or hospital chapel or any empty room available, not to forget the Iowa Knight of 

Columbus office building of which I have used. With this brief story, I can conclude that the threat 

of covid-19 is serious, therefore it has been taken seriously. Moreover, the prayer service that has 

been made possible for patients and family, nurses as well, provides extra support which contributes 

significantly for the process of recovery of patient, as well as family and friend of patients. 

Surprise, Prayer and Witness 

Having a conversation with frontline doctors, one said to me, that this virus can also be treated by 

prayer. What a surprise? Is there anything deeper the virus has carried with? What is next after covid-

19, remains unpredictable from my humble opinion. The serious question is what prayer can do? 

Nobody has the quick answer. The reality is the virus has come and brought worldwide impact 

whether health care or family and culture of people as whole. Therefore, the reality of covid-19 must 

be understood in the wider scope.  

“God sends us a sign” said a 75 years old elderly man whom I visited with his wife at home recently. 

“We have never seen something like this (Covid-19) before, in our lifetime. And this one (Covid-19) 

is very complex and complicated.  Its vicious power can kill hundreds of thousands in short period 

of time. It is a sign God sends and wants to tell us.” he reflected. 

On the other hand, there are brave and tireless Doctors and Nurses facing and confronting the virus. 

They have been witnesses of caring and loving as well. We know that they all have family to take 

care of. Facing and confronting the danger they had already known, shows that caring and loving 

remains regardless the number. 

Lesson Learnt from the past and now 

Thanks to the resent General Chapter of the Society of the Divine Word. It has brought light to us by 

strongly indicating the Love of Christ that impels. The Chapter Participants had identified that only 

love could take the Society of the Divine Word this far. So, if I may suggest. The covid-19 should be 
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seen and taken by us in and through love’s perspective. Without love there is no mission. The great 

missionary, Saint Paul wrote to Timothy, it reads: “Proclaim the word, whether it is convenient or 

inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage through all patience and teaching.” 2 Timothy 4:2. 

Love has never diminished. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*He is a Catholic Chaplain at Lake Charles Memorial Hospital, Lake Charles Woman and Children, Archer Institute of 

Memorial and Moss Memorial Health Clinic. He lives in the USA USS Province. 

 


