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COVID-19 Relief work report INM 

1)The Local Communities in Maharashtra State 

ATMA-DARSHAN  

  

Atma-darshan in collaboration with the SVD lay partners (DDW) and some of the confreres on the 

campus, is actively involved in relief measures through the ‘Feed the Hungry: Covid-19’ project. 

The project has raised close to 13 lakhs to date. The money is used to procure food grains, and other 

non-perishable grocery items, which are then packed and distributed either directly or through social 

workers. Because of the generosity of the people, we have been able to reach out not only in the 

local parish and local areas but even some far-off areas.   

Andheri campus 

What began as a simple thought of generosity towards the poor welling up in the hearts of a 

few, gave birth to a compelling necessity for charity. Under the banner of Feed the Hungry – 

Covid 19, SVD institutions, parish and communities along with DDW came together to develop a 

plan of feeding 5000 families during this lockdown period. 

 As ideas flowed in, so did the donations. An enthusiastic group of 15 members, DDW     

 members and SVD priests, occupied the Sacred Heart Parish Community Centre for packing  

 and distributing food grains. Community Clinic of the Holy Spirit Hospital also helped us to  

 identify the beneficiaries through their network of health workers and community leaders  

 from the slum areas. 

 Within a week we had reached out to 600 families of the parish and the surrounding area.  

Sisters from Fatima Mata Sadan helped us enthusiastically in the packing the food grains. The 

Holy Week inspired us and intensified our work. By the end of 21-day lockdown we had already 

touched the lives of more than 1250 families.SVD institutions of Andheri, i.e., Atma Darshan, 

Soverdia House, All India Soverdia Sangam, St. Arnold School, Indian Institute of Culture (IIC) 

and Sacred Heart Parish are pleased to collaborate with the SVD Lay Partners (DDW members) 

for a cause as noble as this.  

 

St. Arnold’s School Andheri 

St Arnold’s High School& Junior College Employees have come forward to contribute towards this 

noble cause. This amount (Rs 70,000/-) will be given to our Campus team to buy ration and 

distribute to the needy families very soon. 
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Sarva Seva Sangh, Mumbai 

1) Food Packs: Lunch & Dinner packs Distribution 

Albeit the willingness of the volunteers coming forth, logistics of cooking and packing food packs was 

missing at Sarva Seva Sangh. The next best possibility was to network with some like-minded NGOs 

who would partially or fully finance and arrange with any restaurant/on-line kitchen to supply food 

parcels. The hunt for such a sponsor did not take too far when we contacted Mantra Foundation 

through one of the well-wishers/donors of Sarva Seva Sangh. 

Mantra Foundation agreed to supply 100 food packs every day. Our circle of Volunteers who were 

initially numbering only 3 persons who are owners of commercial vehicles/Uber cars, increased to 6 

persons and 3 cars.  When our dedicated Volunteers went out to distribute the food packs, hungry 

and needy people thronged them. The Volunteers came and reported the pitiable plight of the 

people and the situation worsening by each passing day. So we requested the donor NGO to increase 

the supply of food packs. The donor NGO – Mantra Foundation steadily increased the supply of food 

packs from 100 to 800 after 5 days of launching the project. 

Till April 14, 2020, we distributed 10,890 food packs. 

The extension of the Lockdown brought us to an embarrassing uncertainty of continuing the 

distribution of much needed food packs. We gathered enough courage and requested the 

Foundation to continue the supply. But they had also the difficulty of finding a supplier as Littoo 

Kitchen could not carry on any further. Fortunately for the solace of the hapless and hungry people, 

Mantra Foundation found a supplier in Swiggy who will continue to supply only the lunch packs 

numbering 500 daily. 

As per the revised understanding with the Mantra Foundation, it will continue to supply 500 lunch 

packs till the end of extended Lockdown, i.e. May 3, 2020.  

Hence, when we wind up the food packs distribution by May 3, 2020, we will have distributed a total 

of 20,390 food packs. 

2) Food grains distribution 

We also undertook distribution of parcels containing rice, dal, sugar, tea powder, cooking oil and 

wheat flour. We distributed a total of 80 such parcels, each parcel costing Rs.600. Out of the total 80 

parcels, only 40 were sponsored by Sarva Seva Sangh, and the rest were sponsored by different 

people, including Gyan Ashram Trust. 

3) Face masks distribution 

During the Lockdown period, our volunteers distributed a total of 250 face masks that were obtained 

from some NGOs. 
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4) Fresh vegetables distribution 

Some good-willed people collected fresh vegetables from whole-sale markets/farmers which in turn 

were supplied to us to distribute to people living in slums around Andheri East.  

5)  Direct Cash assistance 

We also contributed some amounts in cash to certain people who walked in to Sarva Seva Sangh, 

narrating their poor and pathetic plight of not having some bare necessities in their houses. Cash 

amount was limited to Rs.500=00 per family. 

UCDC BANDRA 

Fr. Cosmos and his Team of Volunteers (St. Arnold Youth Group, Women Self Help Groups, Hindi 

Mass Choir and Children’s Parliament) have been into the task whole heartedly in identifying the 

deserving and carrying out our Project. We have been able to reach out to 1000 Families (balance in 

the process of execution/completion as this note is being sent out) from Shastri Nagar (Bandra 

Station), Santa Cruz Bant, Danda and Mount Mary’s Area. Presently our ‘Dry Ration Kit’ contains Rice-

10 Kg, Dal: 3 Kg, Sugar: 2 Kg, Oil: 2 litres, Tea: 250 Grams.  

St. Theresa’s Church, Bandra 

Some of our activities in the context of Covid 19 pandemic at St. Theresa’s parish Bandra 

1. We organized women to make face masks t be distributed to the needy. We made about 
2000 masks and distributed. 

2. We began online Masses for our parishioner everyday and online Holy week services 
including the penitential service, which is being appreciated and watched by more than 1000 
followers. 

3. We started a feeding the poor in BANDRA which is called “Meals on Wheals”, we feed 
everyday 300 people with cooked food in the evenings.  

4. Distributed food kits to the poor and will continue to so in the future. 
 

SSS PUNE 

Understanding the situation Sarva Seva Sangh, Pune joined hand with a network of organizations in 
Pune, with no one should go hungry campaign with the support of Pune police. This network has 
reached out to thousands of migrant laborers, transgenders, nomadic communities, sex workers and 
daily wage earners with family dry nutrition kits. The network has distributed nearly 4000 dry family 
nutrition kits so far reaching out to over 16000 poor and needy people or more in these 4000 
families.  
 
Sarva Seva Sangh, contributed 220 family nutrition kits up to 16th April 2020 and distributed to 
migrant workers from Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Chathisgarh, Jharkhand, 
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Odisha, Rajastan and from various parts of Maharashtra. Each family nutrition kit contain rice, wheat 
flour, sugar, cooking oil, salt, masalas, pulses, bathing soaps, washing powder and tooth paste, each 
kit costing 850 to 950 Rupees.  
 
In addition, SSS, Pune also gave 25 such nutrition kits to Pune Municipal Corporation to be distributed 
to poor senior citizens and people with physical disability.  
 
Further, we also helped Divine Word Seminary, Ishwani Kendra SSpS sisters De Nobilee College and 
JDV to distribute basic nutrition kits to over 700 slum families. 
 

Divine Word Seminary, Pune 
 

We have not been directly involved in any relief work.  However, we have offered our bit of help 

through our social outreach initiative, the Sarva Seva Sangh (SSS), situated at Vadagaon Sheri, in the 

outskirts of the city.  They have been carrying out different relief activities in collaboration with 

Streevani (women’s empowerment project of SSpS sisters) and other like-minded NGO’s.  

Accordingly, we made available basic provisions (rice, wheat, pulses, etc.)—in packets that would be 

sufficient to meet a week’s need—to 50 deserving families (of daily wage-earners, etc.).  The amount 

spent on this was Rs. 15,250.  Although we tried to contact our local Municipal Corporator so as to 

direct our relief activities through him, he was not very prompt in responding to our request.  He has 

been apparently very busy in coordinating general relief activities in our part of the city.    In addition 

to this, we have made a contribution of Rs. 100,000 (one lakh) to the Maharashtra Chief Minister’s 

Relief Fund specifically meant for Covid-19 related activities. This latter amount was paid from our 

FCRA account.    

Ishvani Kendra Pune 
 
Concrete Plans to Save Money for Covid-19 Relief Activities:  
We looked at ways of cost cutting so that we could save money for relief activities and contributions 
connected with Covid-19. The following suggestions were accepted.  

1. The Ishvani Day celebration in October 2020 will be scaled down and be marked by simple 
and meaningful celebration.  This would save about Rs. 60,000.00 which could be used for 
Covid-19 relief efforts.  

2. Each staff member contributes one-month pocket money (i.e, May) towards Covid-19 relief 
efforts. This would amount to Rs. 18,000.00.  

3. We also decided to save Rs. 10,000.00 each from the Ordinary Expenses earmarked for 
Communication, Travel & Fuel and Library books. This would free Rs. 30,000.00 towards 
Covid19 relief efforts.  

4. We also decided to use 50% of the funds earmarked for Other Pastoral Activities (Alms & 
Charity, Social etc.) towards Covid-19 relief efforts. This would come to Rs. 25,000.00. 

5. Besides, it was also suggested that we could encourage our employees to contribute a small 
percentage of their salary towards Covid-19 relief efforts. We could encourage them to 
contribute something like 2% of their annual salary or whatever is possible for each of them.  
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So, there will be altogether Rs. 1,62,603.14 made available towards Covid-19 relief efforts 
undertaken by Ishvani Kendra.  
 

St. Arnold’s School, PUNE 
 

As part of our response to the covid 19 victims, SACS Pune has made a contribution of Rs. 1,00,000/- 

(one lakh) to the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund. 

Secondly, the staff has decided to donate one day salary, amounting to Rs. 73,760/- (rupees seventy 

three thousand seven hundred and sixty only). It will be transferred with in a day or two. 

Janseva Society, Tala 

Janseva society, Tala with the permission from the Local Administration (Tahsildar) carried out the 

following activities to the poor Kathkari Tribals. 

The society was granted (COVID – 19) Vehicle pass for essential service on 31-03-2020 to reach 

out all the Adivasi villages in Tala. 

 On 1st April, the society carried out distribution of ration kit worth of 500.00 to 62 poor and 

migrant Adivasi families by the financial help given by “Center for Social Action” (Arch Diocese of 

Mumbai) 

 The Janseva Society reached around 75 poor Adivasi’s with ration kit worth Rs. 500, who had no 

food due to delay in the supply of ration. 

 Distribution of Masks was carried between 2 April to 10 April. 

 On 13th April, 62 families were distributed ration kit to the people who had not received their 

full ration. This activity was carried with the financial help given Arch Diocese of Mumbai, “Center 

for Social Action” 

 The Society submitted a list of 25 families who had no ration cards to the Tahsildar 0n 15th April 

2020. These families will be given ration from May onwards. 

Sarva Vikas Deep, Mangaon, Addressing COVID-19 Pandemic 

Sarva Vikas Deep (SVD), Mangaon a social wing of the Society of the Divine Word in India Mumbai 

province has gone all out to address their overriding socio-economic issues that grapple them with 

each moment of their life. Their livelihoods are lost due to closure of transport, industry, construction 

work etc. They are only relying on both government and non-governmental relief work. They are set 

on the edge. The SVD in consultation with the government department got itself involved in planning, 

monitoring and dispensing both government and non-governmental essential services to all 120 

tribal villages, about two thousand families, in Mangaon and Mhasla blocks of Raigad district, 
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Maharashtra State.  The SVD is monitoring and regularizing the essential services especially groceries 

and food grains distributed from the government outlets under its Public Distribution System (PDS) 

and to build up the support system of the government relief channels; it also got involved itself in 

distributing essential relief materials on its own. The SVD has also committed to cater to the needs 

of 150 migrant families.  

In order to smoothen the distribution of essential relief work, the SVD has prepared a data base of 

all the beneficiaries in its work area with their bona fide documents. That has helped both 

government and non-governmental relief agencies to work in a very competent and swift manner as 

the ready-made statistics of families in villages was ready at hand to swing into quick relief work.  The 

government agency also took note of the yeoman service of the SVD in the past 15 years and invited 

the head of the organization to be the member on the relief work consultative committee. This is an 

opportunity for the SVD to suggest a transparent and competent relief dispensation system to be in 

place and to give suggestions for policy level decision making process as part of its social advocacy.  

2) KARNATAKA GOA COMMUNITIES 

St. Teresa of Calcutta Church, 
Rajivnagar, Mysore, Karnataka. 

 

In the initial stage on 4th April, with the help of ODP, Mysore diocesan social service center, 16 

families in the poorest area of the parish were provided with food kits. Later in the second phase on 

8th April, in collaboration with Vincent De Paul Society of the parish and St. Arnold’s Central School, 

Mysore, another 40 families were helped with food kits and in few cases, small cash where necessary. 

Each food kit contained rice 5kg; cereals 1kg; cooking oil 1 liter; sugar 1kg; salt 1kg & tea leaves 250 

grams; each food kit costing  about Rs.590/-. Among the beneficiaries were also people of other 

faiths. In addition, we also supplied some soaps randomly to some policemen, manning various 

barricades.  

Another important aspect of our reach out is to attend to the basic needs of our domestic staff. While 

they are advised to stay home for safety reasons, their salaries are paid. They are told to contact us 

anytime in the event of difficulties.  

Vidya Niketan, Mysore 
 
Vidya Niketan contributed Rs. 30,000/- (received from the INM Province) to the Diocese of Mysore 
to cook food and feed 100 poor and affected people for 20 days. 
 
The Staff members and the Seminarians are constantly praying that Corona Virus may be eradicated 
very soon. 
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ARNOLD NIVAS – SENIOR CITIZENS HOME, MANGALORE 
 
Arnold Nivas is a home for senior Citizens. At present we have 25 Inmates who are above 70 years. We 

have four members on the Staff and ten employees  

We have provided Masks to all Inmates, Staff and Employees. Inmates are advised to wear the Mask 

whenever they step out of their rooms.  They are not allowed to touch anyone. When they interact 

with one another, they are advised to keep a social distance of one Meter.  In case they touch anything 

that is brought from outside, they are expected to use Sanitizer that is provided on every floor and also 

wash their  hands with soap water .  

The South Kanara District Commissioner keeps a watch over Arnold Nivas and also  other homes for 

the senior citizens.  One of his Staff contacts the Director of Arnold Nivas over the phone and also 

interacts with him on  video conference on a daily basis. 

3) KERALA COMMUNITIES 

St. John’s Mission Seminary and COVID- 19 Pandemic 

All our efforts to reach out to the people in the face of this great pandemic was done in collaboration 

with the government offices, like Municipality, Panchayats etc.   St. John’s Mission Seminary made a 

contribution of vegetables, wheat flour etc. worth  Rs. 10,040 (ten thousand  and forty rupees only) 

to the Changanasserry Municipality for providing nutritional kits to the migrants in and around 

changanasserry. 

The seminary also contributed food materials worth Rs. 10,000, to the Paipad panchayat, village 

thickly populated by Migrants, to provide nutritional kits to the migrant population. 

Under the banner of Sarva Seva Sangh-Kerala, Fr. Babu Kakkaniyil from this community, conducted 

awareness sessions for the migrant population in the districts of Idukki and Kottayam. Sessions were 

held at Myladumpara, Vellayamkudy, Kumily, Meppara and Kuttikkanam in Idukki district and at three 

construction sites in Changanasserry and at Kurissummudu and Kaduthuruthy in Kottayam District. 

Guidance and direction was given to various migrant groups spread across central Kerala. All these 

efforts were made in collaboration with the district labour officers, assistant  labour officers and the 

district control rooms.  Over 700 people were made aware of ways to protect themselves from the 

Corona virus and the centre is net working well with the contractors and Estate owners to ensure 

that the migrants are given the needed food grains, vegetables etc. for their sustenance. 

SVD Prarthana Niketan, Kaduthuruthy, Kerala 

Activities: Since in Kerala, most of the Covid-19 Activities are directly co-ordinated by the 

government, we joined their activity by giving financial help for the Community Kitchen for giving 

food for the poor/hungry people. 
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Beneficiaries: One meal for 400 people for Two days 

Amount: Rs. 12000/- 

St. Arnold Central School, Aduvasserry, kerala 

Around this side we all are in and sudden intervention we don't feel the need, because  Panchayat 

and so on attending to the immediate needs of the needy.  Since we are yet to receive major portion 

of the school fee, we are not financially healthy to spend at the moment. We plan to do later some 

school fee assistance to the ones affected due to Covid 19, also do some help to the families of HIV 

Patients who are in contact with us. 

It would have been ideal if we could contribute some to the Pachayath, which has set up community 

kitchen and feeding the needy. But we don't have fund for the same at our hand. 

Sarva Seva Sangh – Kerala  

Sarva Seva Sangh-Kerala, conducted ten awareness sessions for the migrant population in the 

districts of Idukki and Kottayam. Sessions were held at Myladumpara, Vellayamkudy, Kumily, 

Meppara and Kuttikkanam in Idukki district and at three construction sites in Changanasserry and at 

Kurissummudu and Kaduthuruthy in Kottayam District. Guidance and direction was given to various 

migrant groups spread across central Kerala. They were instructed to practice the message, “wash 

your hands, break the chain”, to prevent the spread of the pandemic. 

All these efforts were made in collaboration with the district labour officers, assistant  labour officers 

and the district control rooms.  Over 700 people were made aware of ways to protect themselves 

from the Corona virus and the centre is net working well with the contractors and Estate owners to 

ensure that the migrants are given the needed food grains, vegetables etc. for their sustenance. 

Through Sarva Seva Sangh – Kerala, Society of the Divine Word, Mumbai is helping various 

panchayats and Municipalities to provide nutritional support to migrant labourers in the districts of 

Kottayam and  Idukki. This help was offered already to Changanasserry Municipality and Paipad 

panchayat and we plan to reach out and provide support to at least three or four more panchayats.  

Society of the Divine word, through Sarva Seva Sangh-Kerala is planning to provide financial support 

to nearly 200 persons at an average amount of Rs. 1,000 each.  All our efforts to reach out to the 

people in the face of this great pandemic was and is being done in collaboration with the government 

offices, like District control rooms, Municipality, Panchayats, district labour officers and assistant 

labour officers.  
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Vachana Jyothi, Pilathara  
 
Sensing the danger of Corona-virus striking strong, Vachana Jyothi  acted prudently by discharging 
all the patients just before the lock - down . During the initial weeks of Corona pandemic Kannur and 
Kasaragod districts were badly affected and the health authorities and the police struggled to cope 
up with the situation. As an immediate help we provided 200 pairs surgical gloves to the police 
department. In Pilathara, a charitable rehabilitation center for mentally challenged persons called 
HOPE was running short of food for 126 persons. Vachana Jyothi came to their help by providing food 
materials for fifteen days.  
We have decided to contribute to the PM's CARE Fund as well as to the Chief Minister's disaster relief 
fund.  
 
Conclusion: All our confreres in our institutions, parishes and communities were quick to understand 
the seriousness of the pandemic and work out some concrete plans to reach out to the needy and 

suffering people. I have reports from practically all the communities whereby they inform me that 
after having obtained proper permissions from the government authorities they were able reach out 

to many hungry people and feed them through food packets either directly or in collaboration with 
other NGOs. Some others are involved in distributing dry ration kits to many migrants and daily 
labourers’ families. I am informed that over 12,000 families numbering over 40,000 people have 

been helped by our organizations in collaboration with our lay partners, benefactors, and network 
of agencies. Besides directly getting involved in reaching out to the people, our institutions have 
made donations to the Prime Minister Cares Fund and Chief Ministers’ Relief Fund to support the 
efforts of the government to provide medical and social relief. Some other confreres are also involved 
in providing medical help and personal protective gear such as stitching masks and providing them 
to the needy.  One of our confreres conducted many Covid-19 awareness sessions for the migrants 

and helped them to get support from government project to obtain their essential supplies. 
Confreres are also able to mobilize substantial amount of financial and material resources locally to 
carry out the various projects with the help of lay partners, our employees, parishioners, friends and 

well-wishers (Courtesy: Provincial’s report) 

 

Sent by Jolly Mudakkampurath, SVD 

INM Mission Secretary 

 


