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ne Friday night in May, | visited a
family of scavengers who live in an
improvised shack built just on the
garbage dump of Inayawan, Cebu City,
Philippines. | had to walk through a 10
feet high pile of smelly garbage treading
each step with much care. Taking a
misstep could mean sinking to my knees
into the trash and debris. Candles and
kerosene lamps flickered here and there
as | passed by narrow corridors formed
by rows and rows of small shacks. Those
lights guided my way through the dump.
As always and everywhere, | received a
warm welcome from all | met on the
pathways as | made my way to the made-
up shack of Tony.

"Maayong gabi! Kamusta man mo?”
(“Good evening. How are you?), | greeted
Tony and his two daughters. Tony, a
young widower, whose wife died two
years ago in an unfortunate accident, was
cooking outside in front of the house. The
interior of the small shack is dimly lit with
a flickering oil lamp, but I right away
recognized his two daughters Jovi and
Jane. "Nag-unsa man mo?". (“What are
you doing?") "Magtudlo ko sa akong
manghud nga si Jane sa iyang
homework." (“I'm coaching my sister
Jane with her homework), Jovi quickly
responded with a big smile on her face.
She continued telling me that classes
would start soon and she was very
excited to return to school. She also

added that she was very excited to meet
her new classmates at school and her
new teacher soon.

Jovi will be starting her second year in
school. Before her primary schooling, she
and her younger sister, attended
kindergarten. That really served for both
of them as salvation. | remember that
after the unexpected death of their
mother, Tony, their father, started to
binge drink a lot to the point that he was
no longer able to care for his two
daughters. Often that time, after 9:00 PM
when | go out to work among the street
children, | would come across those two
little girls in the streets in search for their
father. Tony was usually found completely
drunk lying among the garbage not far
from his shack. Those days, both
daughters already reached an advanced
stage of malnutrition, and something had
to be done urgently.

One day, after much effort, | finally
convinced Tony to enroll Jovi who was
then 5 and Jane 3 years old in the
kindergarten programme. Due to the daily
food served and regular medical checkups,
both girls rapidly recovered. It was a happy
revelation that Jovi and Jane enjoyed
classes in kindergarten, and have regained
weight. Tony left his drinking vice and
changed completely. He was both father
and a mother to his daughters. He
acknowledged gratefully the nursery
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continuation of page 4.

school. He proudly tells me that he also helps in
educating his daughters at home. He dreams of a better
future for Jovi and Jane, perhaps he can someday send
them to earn a college degree so that they can find

decent jobs.

What a beautiful and touching portrait — a responsible
father, and daughters who have fresh hope to live with
dignity and a future. Surely, a candlelight can brighten

dark alleys; fresh hope can radiate amidst mountains of

landfill.

Fr. Heinz Kuliike SVD, our story teller who shares
two stories , worked as a missionary in the
Philippines from the late 1980s. He taught
philosophy at the University of San Carlos during
the day and ministered to the street children, and
the marginalized in the landfill of Inayawan, Cebu
City. Last year, 2012, he was elected Superior
General of the Divine Word Missionaries.

Fr Heinz is originally from Germany.
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verything began to go wrong in
2008. The small town of Badessa and its
neighbouring towns in the Wolaita
Zone of the southern part of Ethiopia
experienced the start of another
Calvary. Rain did not come at the
expected time. The devastating drought
grew worse day by day and sadness
became more evident in the faces of
people. Many, especially women and
children, starved and slowly died.
Others were lucky to able to receive
meagre help from the government, or
church-based organisations, or non-
profit groups.

The Missionary Servants of the Holy
Spirit who have been in the area for
several years felt helpless seeing the
pains and sufferings of the people,
especially children and lactating
mothers, and the elderly. Schools were
closed, particularly the kindergarten
and non-formal schools in the villages,
because the children had less food to
eat at home and had no energy to walk
to the school and be attentive in the
classrooms.

The Sisters soon started a feeding
program for children and mothers. The
kindergarten and non-formal schools in
the villages were opened to receive and
help children who were malnourished
and undernourished. The initial number
was only 34 children, and all were in
very critical medical conditions. They
were brought in by their own parents
and guardians. | will never forget seeing
a lot of babies with big heads, and
literally only skins and bones and
outstanding swollen eyes.

Their number increased. The Sisters
worked hard and lived austerely to
sustain and maintain this program for
months sharing whatever resources
they received, given by generous
people, until the worst of the crises
were over. Visible transformation in the
general health condition brought joy in
the faces and gratitude in the hearts.
Change was clearly seen in the faces of
the children and their mothers and
those who were with them fighting
against death. LIFE started to bloom
once again in the small town.

The work still continues today.
Supplementary daily feeding is still
provided for in the school. Parents have
created a roster for parents to take
turns in cooking food for their children.
The sisters also started to assist the
people to grow food through backyard
gardening. Diversified farming
production is promoted continuously
among the families who were
convinced to secure food for their
families and the community.

The children who survive are like
seedlings that still need care as they
mature. Many are really very poor; but
alive they will continue to have dreams
and aspirations in life. It is necessary to
sustain them with good food, and
enabling education that can help
construct a more humane future.

The Sisters continue their mission as
partners of God. They begin to see
brighter smiles in the faces of the
children. God has truly awakened many
hearts for these children to stay alive
and hopeful.

The children gf Badessd under the careof the M\is onary Sistfrs Servants of the Holy Spirit
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hank you for your communication and the good news of
New Zealand’s help through the Holy Childhood Association.
The children of the Diocese of Auki here in the Solomon
Islands are richly blessed and helped through this Pontifical
Mission connection.

Here in Auki in the Island of Malaita, Solomon Islands as in
many parts of the developing world, 70% of our population is
under 30 years of age. | am now 55 years old, and at most
masses that | celebrate | am always the oldest person
present! Families in our subsistence culture are large and
most have 5—10 children. They are lovingly seen here as gifts
from God and contribute to the whole well being of the
community.

Because of our large numbers of children, there is a great
strain on the Church and Government to provide health and
education. The Holy Childhood subsidy money goes towards
the Religious Education of our little ones through  our
extensive Sunday School Program. After Sunday Mass or
Sunday Liturgy of the Word services, the Children quite
willingly come together for their lessons. Music and singing
of the Bible songs begin their lessons, and catechism classes
follow for some two hours! Thankfully the lessons are
“reinforced” by strong Catholic family life and our village
communities are growing and flourishing in the Love of the
Lord and Service to the Community.

Interestingly we are quite a poor diocese, but because of an
active Catholic family life, we have a richness that New
Zealanders would cherish, too. A fruit of our family life is that
here in our Auki Diocese [civil population is 155,000, Roman
Catholic population is 40,000 or 25% of the total] we have 28
local young native diocesan priests and only 11 parishes.
Thankfully we are able to send priests to 3 other dioceses to
help and this year we have four more ordinations.

Donations from New Zealand and beyond help greatly in our
Evangelization in Solomon Islands, but maybe we—because
of your help, may one day send missionaries to New Zealand
to help in the New Evangelization among the secular and the
un-Churched of society.
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